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   From the Pastor’s Desk 

     

                                  Telling the Easter Story! 
 

               The angel said, "Go quickly and tell His disciples that Jesus has risen from the dead." 

               Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell . . . ”  - Matthew 28:7,10 

 

          Chuck Colson had always said that his favorite place to be on Easter Sunday was in prison!  Colson had been 

     President Richard Nixon’s right hand “hatchet man.”  Because of his role in the Watergate scandal, Colson had  

     spent time in prison.  But as his life was unraveling professionally, it was finally coming together spiritually.  Col- 

     son encountered the risen Christ, who had died on the cross for his sins, and who had risen again and was truly  

     alive with power and glory.  This Jesus continues to offer the forgiveness of God to the sinner; freedom to the  

     prisoner; and eternal life to those who are dead in sin. 

 

          Even though Colson had been in prison, the greatest prison was not a physical one, but a spiritual one.  In the 

     soul that is spiritually dead, there is no light or hope for life.  There is only darkness, despair and death.  God 

     reached out and freed Colson from his spiritual prison of death and gave him new life in Christ.   Colson is one 

     of my heroes because he truly lived out the Easter story.  He founded Prison Fellowship, which is the largest pri- 

     son ministry in the world, so that he and others could “Go and tell” the Good News of freedom and new life in  

     Jesus!  Colson had undaunted vision of what God could do through His church in telling the Good News!  Colson 

     was still going strong at 80 years old, telling the Easter story, until God called him home to heaven shortly after 

     Easter last year. 

 

          In order to “tell the Easter story” one must first have been to the cross personally.  The Easter story is not one  

     that can truly be told, unless it has been experienced!  Have you been to the cross in repentance and faith?  In or- 

     der for the Easter story to make sense, we also must know “the rest of the story.”  The “whole story” is that be- 

     cause of our sin, we deserved death and separation from God, but God out of His mercy and grace offers forgive- 

     ness, reconciliation and eternal life.  The heart of the Easter story is that Jesus died for us in our place and then 

     rose again in triumph over sin, death and the devil.  The reality of the Easter story is that because Jesus arose, all 

     those who trust in Him will be raised to eternal life on that glorious resurrection day as eternity is ushered into  

     being.  This day, God is calling out to you, to come into His resurrection light and life and to live with Him now  

     and for eternity! 

 

          The Easter story is the “Good News” of the Bible, but sometimes I wonder if those in the church have for- 

     gotten how “good” the Good News really is for us!  Perhaps that is why Colson liked to spend Easter Sunday in 

     prison.  Those who are aware of their bondage are more attracted to freedom.  I love sharing the “Good News”  

     with those who have not heard it.  There is a particular freshness to it as they hear or understand it for the very  

     first time.  That is why the Lenten Season is so important for us.  We reflect  on our sins and recognize that Jesus 
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 Continued from Front Page . . . 

 

died on the cross because of us!  If not for His death and resurrection, we would still be in our sins, and doomed 

to eternal death and separation from God.  As we come to Holy Week, we journey to the cross with Jesus, so  

that we can also rise from the tomb with Him on Easter Sunday. 

 

     As we rise in our new spiritual life, we hear the Gospel words of Jesus [and the angel] in the garden: “Go  

and tell!”  We are to go and tell the “Good News!”  If you have experienced it, you will want to tell it.   

 

     Begin right now!   “Go and tell” the Good News to someone.  Invite them to come with you to church on 

Easter Sunday to hear the Good News of the Easter story this year.   

 
God bless you this Easter Season! 
Pastor Carlson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Pastor XXX 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

  

     Life Quotes from Lutherans For Life 

  

    

    “The temptation among Christians is to take the temperature of the chaotic and 

    dysfunctional culture and to imbue ourselves with a sense of despair and dis- 

    couragement. But despair and discouragement, we know from Scripture, is a sin 

    because it negates the hope of Jesus Christ. We are not seeking an earthly victory; 

    as Christians, we know that the most important victory of all of history has already 

    been won by our Lord and Savior.” 

 

    Timothy S. Goeglein, vice president of government and external relations at 

    Focus on the Family in Washington, D.C. 

    A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
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FAMILY EASTER FESITVAL 
AT RUTHFRED LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Families will visit game and craft stations, highlighted by a 

Resurrection egg-hunt and a short Easter-message skit, all 

reinforcing the true reason we celebrate Easter!  

Activities are geared toward children age 2-8 years, but ALL 

are welcome! All kids MUST be accompanied by an adult. 

Grandparents are welcome to bring grandkids, too. The 

event ends with a spaghetti dinner.  (gluten-free available)  

 

WHAT:  a fun fellowship event 

    for young families                   

WHEN: Sunday, April 10, 4-6pm 

Bring a Friend!   

Your child may bring a friend, or invite another 

family. Just be sure to include names and ages of 

all children you are bringing.  
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2022 Lenten Schedule 
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     I am so thankful for this opportunity to have a sabbatical!  This means so much to me personally and to my 

     family.  I pray that it will also bring an added blessing to our congregation and our ongoing ministry together 

     for the future. 

 

     The initiative for a limited sabbatical came out of my semi-annual review in January with Elders.  I am so  

     thankful to them for this, as I know that it will bring forth some rest and rejuvenation for me, for which I  

     would be most grateful.  I have also talked with Pastor McMinn at length about this over the past months and 

     he is totally supportive of this.  I am thankful for his partnership in ministry in this regard as well.  I am also  

     thankful for President Mark Riley and the council’s unanimous support for this as President Riley put forth in 

     his congregational letter last week.  Many of you have also contacted me since you received his letter to voice 

     your support and encouragement as well.  Thank you! 

 

     I know that there will probably be a number of questions regarding the sabbatical.  I have some myself!  Let me 

     share some additional details about it, even though some of this was already communicated in Mark’s excellent 

     letter. 

 

     Purpose:  The word “sabbatical” comes from the Hebrew word “shabbath” which means “rest.”  It is traced all 

     the way back to creation in Genesis one, when God “rests” on the “Sabbath” day.  The “Sabbath” day is also the 

     “seventh” day.  God commands His people to rest on the seventh day every week.  Additionally, God gave the 

     ancient Israelites the command to rest throughout every “seventh year.”  From this “Sabbath/seventh rest” comes 

     the concept of “sabbatical” which is most commonly practiced in academic circles today as professors are often 

     given a sabbatical after seven years of teaching.  In many denominations, some portion of a “sabbatical” is of 

     fered to pastors in their letter of call in order to help them sustain effective ministry to their congregation over a 

     longer pastoral tenure. 

 

     As I look back over these past 12 ½ years I realize that I have not taken appropriate time to rest.  These have 

     been very full years and have brought about many changes and challenges as well as the last two years of  

     Covid concerns.  Even positive challenges and changes can be consuming emotionally, physically, mentally  

     and spiritually.  I am also reminded that it was on June 1, 1992, that I entered fulltime ministry, first in campus 

     ministry and then congregational ministry.  How can thirty years go by so quickly?  This will be the first time, 

     that I have taken time to rest and rejuvenate, which is the exact purpose of a sabbatical. 

 

     A sabbatical is to take an intentional break from the regular routine and to pause for reflection also to pursue 

     courses of renewal in life.  A sabbatical is not a vacation, but rather has a structured plan through which this  

     renewal can take place in a given space of time.  Some preliminary details for my sabbatical would be: 

 

     Time frame:  April 25th (Monday) – July 22nd (Friday).  Although I would also return to lead the Ruthfred 

     Confirmation Service on May 22nd and preach (all services) on June 5th for the Confirmands’ first Holy  

     Communion.  In all, I would be away for 10 Sundays. 

 

     Goals:  My goals in part would be to be more “present” at home with my family and spend some meaningful 

     time with Jen and each of our children.  I also plan to do some significant work on researching and writing for 

     the next phase of my doctorate, as I have put that on hold for over a year.  I will also go to the AFLC Annual 

     Conference in Wisconsin in June.  My father is now in his eighties and I also want to spend a few of these days 

     with him, as I have infrequently seen him during these past seven years since my mother’s passing.  
                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                            Continued on next page ... 

Pastor Carlson’s Sabbatical 
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     Lastly, I hope to tackle a few house repair projects which have long been put off and are now becoming critical.  

     Even in listing these goals, I can see that these weeks will go by for me with amazing speed! 

 

     Challenges:  The biggest challenge for me will probably be regarding how much contact to have with our con- 

     gregation.  You all are my friends and I love to be with you!  I also have the habit of getting drawn into way  

     too much, way too easily!  I need to sort out what boundaries are most appropriate.  We will probably go and 

     attend a number of different churches and learn from their worship services and grow in my friendships with 

     other local pastors.  I will be consulting with AFLC national leadership and other pastors on how to best struc- 

     ture my sabbatical to make it most effective. 

 

     Concerns:  I am also concerned for Pastor McMinn as these weeks will be more demanding on him.  I know 

     that from personal experience of going without a second pastor several times.  Our Church Council has inten- 

     tionally scheduled this during a space of time in which the church calendar is not as full.  We also have a won- 

     derful group of elders who are more than willing to help!  I already see how this is going to help our congrega- 

     tional involvement in ministry far into the future as well.  It will be natural for some in the congregation to have 

     some concerns and anxiety over this, but I definitely see the Lord’s hand in this and in the timing of it.  There- 

     fore, I am convinced that God will continue to do His good work in our midst during this time, and even use  

     this as an opportunity to enlarge the future ministry of Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 

 

     Grace & Peace,  
 
     Pastor Carlson 
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   On Friday, March 26th, parents of young children were invited to drop their children 

   off at church for an evening of activities while they had an opportunity to enjoy a 

   date night out.  36 children attended, and enjoyed a pizza dinner, Bible lesson, games, 

   crafts, songs, and a Veggie Tales movie with popcorn. Thanks to Donna and Jason 

   Weighley for organizing this event, and to the many volunteers who assisted them! 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                      The evening had a Jonah theme, and 

                                                                                          the kids had a "whale of a time"! 

 

  Parents' Date Night a Great Success 
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                                                                 Calling All Visitation Helpers! 

                                                                                       By Pastor Bryce C. McMinn  

 

 

 

 

 

“All GAT students are dismissed to their respective classrooms. All GAT 

students, to their respective classrooms. Thank you.” 
 

That announcement blared through my elementary school each week. Many of us knew what GAT meant. When that 

announcement rang over the loudspeakers, certain students left the room to attend different classes for advanced in-
struction.  

 

GAT stood for “Gifted And Talented.” Students like myself, who apparently weren’t “gifted and/or talented,” but  

who were just enough above average to know what the acronym meant, were often embittered by the not-so-subtle, 

public insult of being excluded from the GAT group. 

 

Unlike my elementary school, Christians are to recognize that there are varieties of gifts and talents, but perfect  

unity in Christ! (I Corinthians 12:4) As Pastor Carlson, our elders, council, staff, and I prepare for Pastor Carlson’s  

sabbatical, we’re thinking especially of Ruthfred members who are homebound. Pastor Carlson, our elders, and I  

do our best to visit with as many of our homebound members as possible. We want to make sure we’re reaching  

out and personally ministering to them, and every beloved member of our congregation. 

 

We’re grateful for Ruthfred members who already regularly visit with others in our congregation. Many participate 

in our Samaritan Ministry, doing much to help others in need, including providing rides to and from doctor appoint- 

ments. 

 

While maintaining and even expanding (Lord willing) Ruthfred’s visitation ministry during the few months of  

Pastor Carlson’s sabbatical (May through July) is our most pressing priority, our goal is that this visitation team,  

once assembled, will continue in partnership with us in this sacred task far into the future. With that in mind, we’re 

seeking members of Ruthfred who possess a variety of gifts to contribute to our ministries. Specifically relating to 

visitation, we need volunteers who are comfortable visiting people in-person and praying with them, calling and  

praying with people over the phone, and/or writing notes to members of our church. While we have some names  

from the recently submitted time and talent sheets, there may be others who’d like to help in this ministry. 

 

If you have such gifts of hospitality, and are willing and able to help us bless Ruthfred members in these ways over 

the next several months and into the future, please e-mail me at pastormcminn@ruthfred.org, or call Sally or me at 

(412) 835-7140. We’d be blessed to have your help in this critical ministry to God’s people. 

 

Love in Christ, 

Pastor McMinn 
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 Song of the Month 

By Tom Glasser 

       

                                      
 

                                                                  Lyrics:  Henry Hart Milman 

                                                Music:  Various melodies by various composers 

 

As this edition of the Herald is being published, we are preparing to observe Palm Sunday. On that day many 

Christians throughout the world will undoubtedly sing Henry Milman's "Ride On, Ride On In Majesty". Com- 

poser Stanley L. Osbourne has described this hymn as "objective, robust, confident, and stirring – it possesses 

that peculiar combination of tragedy and victory which draws the singer into the very centre of the drama. It is 

this which gives the hymn its power and its challenge."  [hymnary.org] 

 

If you Google 'Palm Sunday', you will sometimes see it connected to the word "celebrate". Other sites use 

"commemorate" or "observe". As you might guess from my opening sentence, I tend to favor the latter two  

options. Palm Sunday may have been a celebration for the cheering crowds that day in Jerusalem. For Jesus  

who knew what was ahead, it was almost certainly more nuanced! Even his close disciples probably harbored 

nebulous fears about their leader making an appearance in the capital city. For us, Jesus' disciples today who  

know what happened in the days after this triumphal parade, the "celebration" has somber undertones – a  

"peculiar combination of tragedy and victory" as Osbourne described it. 

 

 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

 Hark! all the tribes Hosanna cry; 

 O Saviour meek, pursue thy road 

 With palms and scattered garments strowed. 

 

Interestingly, the word 'Hosanna' shouted by the crowd that day has a way of elucidating the ironies and juxta- 

posing thoughts, emotions, and expectations of everyone involved. If I am not mistaken, the Hebrew expression 

Hoshi'ah na occurs only once in the whole Old Testament – in Psalm 118:25 where it is translated "Save us!" or 

"Save now!", and sometimes with the word "Please" added. (Apparently the word na is idiomatic and the trans- 

lation uncertain.) During the centuries leading up to Jesus' time, this expression morphed into a liturgial acclama- 

tion of joy and praise for deliverance. So, were the crowds shouting a prayer, or word of praise? Are we today  

singing a word of prayer or praise? Perhaps as Christians who now know what kind of true Deliverer Jesus came 

to earth to be, we can take it both ways: a prayer of praise to God that He has saved us through His Son!" 

 

                    Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

                    In lowly pomp ride on to die! 

                   O Christ, thy triumphs now begin 

                   O'er captive death and conquered sin. 

 Ride On, Ride On In Majesty 
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       Official Acts  --  March 2022 

Baptisms:  

* Blake Dowd  --  03/06/22 

 

New members:  

* Blake Dowd  --  03/06/22 

 

* indicates member 

              Ponderable Quote: 

 Two thousand years ago – six hours one Friday – 

 Christ firmly planted in bedrock three solid anchor 

 points that we can all cling to: 

 

                     Our lives are not futile. 

                     Our failures are not fatal. 

                     Our deaths are not final.     

 

                                                                           Max Lucado  

  

      90+  Birthday Club 
                   Shirley Watson   April 5th 90 
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 Worship Team Members for April 2022 

 

   Acolytes:                                                                               Counters: 

     8:30 a.m.  Joshua Cimarolli                                       8:30 am   Frank Fife 
   11:00 a.m.  Jonathan Tarrant                                                       Shane Cox 
   Easter Sunrise:  Noah McMinn                                 11:00 am   Marty Rieck 
   6th Wednesday in Lent 7:30:  Jonathan Tarrant                       Tom Sanders 
   Maundy Thursday 2:00:  Elias Manzo 
   Maundy Thursday 7:30:  Jonathan Tarrant  
   Good Friday 7:30:  Joshua Cimarolli 
 

   Crucifers:                                                                             Ushers: 

   8:30 a.m. (4/10, 4/17, 4/24)  Maddie Cox                  8:30 am   Bernard Paterra 
   11:00 a.m. (4/3, 4/17)  Vienne Battaglia                                     John Ruzicka      
                                                                                       11:00 am   Pete Huwe 
                                                                                                          Mark Hisdorf 
 

   Altar Guild:                                                                         Coffee Hour:  
   Eileen Bernish                                                           Donna Weighley 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

1 

Men’s Prayer Group 

7:00 a.m. (Fireside 

Lounge) 

2 

Mary Bible Study 9:30 

(Fireside Lounge) 

 

3  

Holy Communion 8:30 

Sunday School 9:45 

Holy Communion 11:00 

Holy Communion 6:00 

CITY MISSION FOOD 

  SUNDAY 

EASTER FLOWER  

  ORDER DEADLINE 

 

4 

JTTW Leaders 9:30 
Craft & Sew 9:30 
 
Elders’ Meeting 7:00 

5 

Worship Team 7:00 

 

HAPPY 90th 

BIRTHDAY  

SHIRLEY WATSON 

6 

JTTW 9:15 

Lenten Service 2:00 

Children’s Choir 5:45 

Soup/Sandwich Supper 6:00 

Bell Choir 6:30 

Confirmation 6:15 

Senior Choir 7:00 & after 

  7:30 service 

Lenten Service 7:30 

7 

Knit Wits 10:00 

 

 

 

8 

Men’s Prayer Group 

7:00 a.m. (Fireside 

Lounge) 

 

9 

Assembly of Easter  

  Baskets for Shut- 

  Ins 9 a.m. 

Delivery of Easter  

  Baskets 10 a.m. 

10 

Worship Service 8:30  

Sunday School 9:45 

Worship Service 11:00 

Family Easter Festival 

  4—6 p.m. 

Young Adult Bible Study 

  6:30 (A & C Vogels’) 

Last day for Meals on 

  Wheels Salad Dressing 

11 
Craft & Sew 9:30 
Elders’ Prayer Time  
  7:00 
Council Meeting  
  7:30 

12 

Worship Team 7:00 

 

13 

Esther Noon 

Children’s Choir 5:45 

Bell Choir 6:30 

Senior Choir 7:30  

14 

Communion 

  Service 2:00 

Communion 

  Service 7:30 

15 

 

 

 

 

Various Meditations 

  12:30—3:00 
 

Tenebrae Service 

  7:30 

16 

 

17EASTER SUNDAY 

Worship Service 7:00 

Worship Service 8:30 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Worship Service 11:00  

 (Holy Communion after 

 both services) 

18 

 

19 

Worship Team 7:00 

 

20 

JTTW 9:15 (End-of-Year 

Brunch) 

Children’s Choir 5:45 

Bell Choir 6:30 

Confirmation 6:45 

Senior Choir 7:30  

 

21 

Ruth 2:00 

22 

Men’s Prayer Group 

7:00 a.m. (Fireside 

Lounge) 

 

XYZ Noon 

 

 

23 
Contemporary Liturgi-

cal Worship Service 

5:00 

 

 

24Church Anniversary 

 

Worship Service 8:30 

  (Wellinger baptism) 

Sunday School 9:45 

Worship Service 11:00  

  (Picard baptism) 

GIFT Bible Study 6:30 

Young Adult Bible Study 

  6:30 (A & C Vogels’) 

25 

Herald Deadline 

26 

Worship Team 7:00 

 

27 

Children’s Choir 5:45 

Bell Choir 6:30 

Confirmation 6:45 

Senior Choir 7:30  

 

28 

Knit Wits 10:00 

29 

Men’s Prayer Group 

7:00 a.m. (Fireside 

Lounge) 

30 

April, 2022      
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  1 2 

 

3 

Sunday School 9:45 

 

SWAP @ Church 6-7:30  

4 5 

 

TNT @ Church 7-9  

6 7 8 

 

 

9 

 

10 

 

Sunday School 9:45 

Family Easter Festival 

  4-6 PM 

 

11 

 

 

12 

 

TNT @ Church 7-9  

13 

 

 

14 

 

 

 

15 
 

16 

 

17 

 

 

 

 

           NO SWAP 

18 19 

 

TNT @ Church 7-9  

20 

 

21 

Campus Days 

22 

Campus Days 

23 

Campus Days 

 

24 

Campus Days 

 

Sunday School 9:45 

 

SWAP @ Church 6-7:30 

25 

 

 

26 

 

TNT @ Church 7-9  

 

 

27 

 

 

 

28 29 

 

 

 

30 

April 2022 Youth  

Ministry Calendar 
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                 Reading Through the Bible 2022 
                                    Schedule for April  
                             
1st 1 Samuel 21   1 Samuel 22   1 Samuel 23   1 Samuel 24              
2nd     1 Samuel 25   1 Samuel 26   1 Samuel 27 
3rd  1 Samuel 28   1 Samuel 29   1 Samuel 30   1 Samuel 31 
4th    2 Samuel 1   2 Samuel 2   2 Samuel 3   
5th    2 Samuel 4   2 Samuel 5   2 Samuel 6   2 Samuel 7   
6th 2 Samuel 8   2 Samuel 9   2 Samuel 10   2 Samuel 11   2 Samuel 12            
7th 2 Samuel 13   2 Samuel 14   2 Samuel 15            

8th     2 Samuel 16   2 Samuel 17   2 Samuel 18                   
9th    2 Samuel 19   2 Samuel 20   2 Samuel 21                
10th   2 Samuel 22   2 Samuel 23   2 Samuel 24     
11th  1 Kings 1   1 Kings 2       
12th  1 Kings 3   1 Kings 4   1 Kings 5              
13th  1 Kings 6   1 Kings 7           
14th   1 Kings 8   1 Kings 9           

15th   1 Kings 10   1 Kings 11         
16th  1 Kings 12   1 Kings 13   1 Kings 14         
17th 1 Kings 15   1 Kings 16   1 Kings 17           
18th  1 Kings 18   1 Kings 19   1 Kings 20        
19th  1 Kings 21   1 Kings 22        
20th  2 Kings 1   2 Kings 2   2 Kings 3     
21st  2 Kings 4   2 Kings 5            

22nd 2 Kings 6   2 Kings 7   2 Kings 8     
23rd 2 Kings 9   2 Kings 10   2 Kings 11        
24th 2 Kings 12   2 Kings 13   2 Kings 14    
25th 2 Kings 15   2 Kings 16   2 Kings 17        
26th 2 Kings 18   2 Kings 19       
27th 2 Kings 20   2 Kings 21   2 Kings 22       
28th 2 Kings 23   2 Kings 24   2 Kings 25 
29th   Isaiah 1   Isaiah 2   Isaiah 3   Isaiah 4 

30th Isaiah 5   Isaiah 6   Isaiah 7   Isaiah 8        
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     A joyful heart is good medicine. 

               Proverbs 17:22a 

 

    A frog walks into a bank and approaches a teller whose name plate reads 'Patty Wack'. "Hi, my name 

    is Kermit Jagger, and I would like to take out a loan for $60,000 for a vacation I'm planning." 

 

    Patty looks at him in disbelief and says, "Well, I don't know. This is a bit unusual. What can you offer 

    as collateral?" 

 

    "It's OK," replies Kermit. I know the bank manager and besides, my dad is Mick Jagger. But if you 

    really need some collateral, how about this beautiful little pink elephant on a glass pedastal?" 

 

    "Well, I'm not sure," says Patty, "I'll have to check with the manager."  

 

    Patty goes back to the manager's office and explains the situation.  She holds up the little pink 

    elephant and asks, "What is this?" 

 

    The manager looks at his teller and retorts, "It's a knick knack, Patty Wack, give the frog a loan. 

    His old man is a Rolling Stone!" 


