
 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 
I’ve been struck lately by the lack of 
forgiveness that has become the 
hallmark of our society. We seem to be 
living in a culture devoid of the virtues of 
redemption or reconciliation. A look at 
the publicly disgraced politicians and 
celebrities smeared all over the news 
each day would prove my point. So 
would the bipartisan rancor in 
Washington. We see it in the violent 
disputes between neighbors on the 
nightly news. We seem to have come to a 
point that whenever someone offends 
another, the swift and austere gavel of 
judgement falls, issuing a permanent 
condemnation of the offender. There are 
no appeals. The sentence is irrevocable. 
Retaliation is justifiable. 
 
This really isn’t surprising. Humans get 
the need for justice. Though sin has 
skewed our understanding of it, God has 
written His law on each of our hearts. 
This law informs us what ought to be. 
When what is falls short of what ought to 
be, the law condemns. It can do nothing 
else. It reveals a debt that is owed by the 
offender to the offended. 
 
In Victor Hugo’s classic, Les Miserables, 
the police inspector, Javert, personifies 
the law. He relentlessly pursues the 
novel’s main character, Jean Valjean, 
due to a minor, decades-old offense. 
Although Valjean had changed his life 
for the better, and by all other accounts 
justice had been served, Javert could not 
stop pursuing justice to the letter of the 
law. In the end mercy triumphed for 
Valjean, but not for Javert. Unable to 
reconcile mercy with justice, eventually 
Javert took his own life. 
 
In our sinful condition we are all Javerts. 
Mercy is foreign to us. So how do we try 
to mend the bridge between what ought 
to be and what is? As human nature has 

sought to answer this question, from 
either religious or secular worldviews, 
they’ve blazed two faulty paths. 
 
The first is the path of excuse. On this 
path, the offended excuses the offender 
saying, “It’s okay. It’s no big deal. You 
didn’t mean to do it.” Religions holding 
this view teach that God merely 
overlooks offense. They teach that all 
people go to heaven regardless of 
behavior or faith. The Universalists are a 
prime example of this. In society we see 
the same thing when individuals choose 
not to address the wrongs done to them 
so as not to upset the status quo. Yet this 
isn’t justice. All true offense leaves a debt 
to be paid, and excusing it does nothing 
to alleviate that debt. It simply ignores it. 
 
The second is the path of repayment. This 
path sounds better, but it also has its 
problems. Religions on the repayment 
path teach that with enough effort and 
good works God can be repaid. However, 
the problem with most moral offenses, 
especially against God, is that people 
drastically undervalue the cost of 
repayment. They fail to take into account 
the full disparity of what ought to be and 
what is when they contrast their sin with 
a holy God. 
 
In debts owed to others, repayment 
seems more promising. If you dent my 
car there is a clear cost to repair it. Pay 
that and we’re good. But what about 
deeper offenses where the repayment 
value is unclear? The ire of the offended 
often causes them to overvalue the cost 
of repayment leaving the offender 
indebted indefinitely. This leads to 
bitterness. Again, justice fails and mercy 
is nowhere to be found. 
 
Christianity stands alone in escaping 
these two unjust paths. Christianity 

refuses to overlook the tremendous debt 
sinners owe God. But it also teaches that 
a complete and sufficient repayment has 
been issued on their behalf by Christ at 
the Cross. In this transaction, sin was not 
in any way excused; every debt of every 
person was paid by Christ. To all who 
trust in Him, complete forgiveness of sin 
is given. 
 
This is an immensely freeing truth for 
the believer. As they grow to understand 
the magnitude of the debt that was 
forgiven them, they begin to see the 
debts other owe them as minuscule in 
comparison (see Matthew 18:21-35). 
Because of Jesus, they forgive others as 
they have been forgiven (see Matthew 
6:14-15). They even realize that they can 
forgive the debts of their unrepentant 
debtors. This is because they understand 
as God’s child, any debt owed to them is 
really a debt owed to their Father in 
Heaven. They know that those debts 
were paid for at the Cross. Whether the 
debtor comes to receive this forgiveness 
through faith in Christ, or refuses to 
trust Christ, tragically choosing to pay 
for their own debts at the final 
Judgement, justice will ultimately be 
served. The believer knows this and 
forgives them, refusing to ask for a 
double repayment of that debt. This kind 
of life frees the believer in Christ from 
the bitterness and hatred that 
characterizes so much of our world 
today. 
 
As Christians, this is a powerful 
opportunity to proclaim both justice and 
mercy to a bitter world. We have 
something no other path offers—a just 
and merciful way. By resting in the 
forgiveness of Christ and forgiving 
others, we shine Christ’s light to a world 
in darkness.

 
Pastor Osier 

RUTHFREDHERALD 
August 2018                Volume 28, No. 8 



ruthfredherald 

2  august2018   

 

July Issue 
Assembly and Mailing Volunteers 
Judy Bender 
Joyce Bock 
Joanne Salvetti 

 
The next Herald publication date is Wednesday, 
August 29, 2018. The submission deadline for 
articles is Sunday, August 19, 2018.  
 

In This Issue 
 
3 Song of the Month 
  Be Thou My Vision 
 

4 Official Acts 
  June 18, 2018 — July 8, 2018 
 

5 Announcements and Upcoming Events 
 

Herald Staff 
 
Editorial Team 
 
 
Staff Writers 
 
Proofreading 
Mailing Labels 
Printing 
Assembly Leader 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, PA 15102 
www.Ruthfred.org 
 
Pastor Steven P. Carlson 
Pastor Adam G. Osier 
Vicar Kevin Czymbor 
 
Office Manager Paula Mikulan 
Administrative Assistant Pat Lutz 
Youth Director Brandon Fouks 
Council President Gary Ausefski 

Herald Submissions Update 
 
At this time, submissions to the Herald can now be made 
on Ruthfred’s website by using the form at 
https://ruthfred.org/events-media/newsletter. 
 
Additionally, submissions may be made by email at 
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Song of the Month 
By Tom Glasser 
 

Be Thou My Vision 
Lyrics: Ancient Irish 

Music: Slane (Irish folk tune) 
 
As you know, a responsive Psalm reading is part of our regular worship liturgy. I often wonder what the thinking was 
behind the particular selection of these readings. So often they seem to reflect militaristic themes that sound so 
jarringly incongruent with my everyday life. Aren’t there some “nicer” selections we could read? But then I stop to 
remind myself how blessed we are to live in 21st-century America. It is an island of relative peace and security in a 
world with a history filled with war and violence. This was more often than not the everyday world of the Biblical 
Israelites. And so it likewise was in 1st-millennium Ireland where clan warfare was prevalent. 
 

Be Thou my Breastplate, my Sword for the fight; 
Be thou my whole Armor, be Thou my true Might. 

 
Legend has it that in 5th-century Ireland St. Patrick defied a decree by King Logaire “that no one was allowed to light 
any fires until a pagan festival was begun by the lighting of a fire on Slane Hill.” (Hymnary.org.) Logaire was so 
impressed by St. Patrick’s boldness and faith that he pardoned him and allowed him to continue his missionary work. 
A few centuries later the monk Dallan Forgaill was not so fortunate. He was a poet who composed a tribute to St. 
Patrick titled “Rop tu mo Baile” (“Be Thou My Vision”). In his later years Forgaill was martyred by pirates on the 
island of Iniskeel. 
 
It wasn’t until 1905 that “Rop tu mo Baile” was translated from Old Irish into English by Mary Elizabeth Byrne. Then 
in 1912 it was versified by Eleanor Hull. It is that English verse that we are most commonly familiar with today, and 
that was set to the Irish folk melody called “Slane.” This melody was first published as “With My Love on the Road” in 
1909, and then as a hymn in the Irish Church Hymnal in 1919. 
 
“Be Thou My Vision” is a prayer in a form known as “lorica,” a prayer for protection. (Wikipedia.) The prayer is asking 
God to be his or her Vision, Best Thought, Wisdom, True Word, Great Father, Breastplate, Sword, Armor, True 
Might, Soul’s Shelter, Strong Tower, Inheritance, and Treasure. 
 

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Be all else naught to me, save that Thou art. 

 
Although I have sung this hymn many times, writing this article made me realize that I didn’t really understand the 
meaning of these first two lines. After wrestling with it, here is my take: the most important fact is that God exists. 
Everything else should be secondary. Everything else is a bonus. If God does not exist, everything is vain and futile. If 
God exists, everything can be redeemed, made whole, or made new! 
 

High King of heaven, Thou heaven’s bright sun; 
O grant me its joys, after vict’ry is won. 
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Official Acts 
June 17, 2018 — July 8, 2018 
 
Transfers 
Edward, Marilyn, Benjamin, Caitlin, and Julianna Buchwald — June 29, 2018 (out of state) 
Richard and Mary Lou Camper — June 29, 2018 (out of state) 
Michael Camper — June 29, 2018 
Marty Moser — June 29, 2018 
Brandi Noll — June 29, 2018 
 
 
 

2018 AFLC Conference 
 
From June 12th though the 15th, my wife, Courtney, and I were able to represent Ruthfred at our church body’s 
Annual Conference in Dickinson, North Dakota. It was a great time of fellowship with other believers and reuniting 
with many familiar faces. In fact, we got to see nearly all of Ruthfred’s former vicars, and all of them asked that we 
bring the congregation their greetings. We enjoyed the corporate times of worship especially as we were present to see 
former Vicar, Matthew Quanbeck, ordained into the ministry. 
 
While there were no major controversial issues addressed in the Conference’s business meetings, this past year has 
been a time of transition for many of our national ministries. The directors for both the World Missions (Rev. Del 
Palmer), and Home Missions (Rev. Paul Nash) Departments, and the Dean of our Bible School (Rev. Joel Rolf) 
announced their resignations from their respective ministries. Some have asked if this was in response to an issue or 
scandal. Happily, that answer is no. All three independently resigned as they had each been serving in those offices for 
over a decade, and felt led to step into other ministries, or into retirement. The Home Missions Department has 
already named Rev. James L. Johnson of Camarillo, California as the new Director. The other two positions will be 
filled this upcoming year. 
 
Also exciting was the news from our schools in Plymouth, Minnesota. God continues to bless both our Bible School 
and Seminary with faithful leaders who continue to teach the inspired, inerrant, and infallible Word of God. The 
schools are celebrating the recent accomplishment of this fall having full accreditation. In addition, our Bible School is 
raising money for a building project that would include building a gymnasium, as well as more classroom and office 
space. Such an addition would be a blessing to our students, and I would encourage you in praying with them for the 
completion of this project. At this time about half of the necessary funds have been raised to break ground. 
 
I am thankful that we belong to a church body that is both firm in its conviction that God’s Word is truth, and actively 
making that Word — the message of salvation in Jesus Christ — known to the world. It was a blessing to attend this 
conference and to be part of this wonderful work. Thanks for the opportunity! 
 
Pastor Osier 
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Announcements and Upcoming Events 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2018 Church Picnic 
 
The annual Church Picnic will be on Sunday, August 12, starting at 2:00 PM. It will be in the Ruthfred 
ballfield. More details to follow in the weekly bulletins. 
 
 
 

Mark Your Calendars 
 
Sunday, September 23 – Following the second service (12:15-2:30 pm) will be the Fall Family Brunch (no 
Steelers game that day). Covered dish. More information to follow. 
 
Sunday, December 2 – From 1:30-3:30 pm will be the Women’s Christmas Lunch. Entertainment and menu 
to be determined. More information to follow. 
 
 
The previously-scheduled trip to the Sight and Sound Theater in October has been cancelled. 
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