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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is  inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 
worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 
page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 
as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 
Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  

Christmas Eve, December 24, 2019 
Services—5:00, 7:00 & 9:00 P.M. 

 

Prelude: 

Carols for Christmas (traditional) 

Carol of the Bells/God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen (Arr. Matt Riley) 

Come, All Ye Shepherds (Arr. Robert Powell) 

Glory of Christmas (Arr. Howard Helvey) 

The First Noel (Arr. Ric Flauding 

 

“O Holy Night” (Adolphe Adam) 

5:00—Cinda Souer; 7:00 & 9:00-Jeen Harper 

 

Our Instrumentalists for this evening: 

 Violins: Kevin Silmore and Ziqi Meng 

 Viola: Alexis Trbovich 

 Cello: Andrew Vogel 

 Flute: Krista Wagner 

 Trumpet: Louise Marino 
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The Opening 

Hymn:  

“O Come, All Ye 

Faithful” 
(SBH 42) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship: (7:00 & 9:00) 

Senior Choir—On Christmas Night (Sussex Carol, arr. Ehret) 

The Invocation  

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 15) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the 

Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore 
we flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 
O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son 

to die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us 

true knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to 
thy Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake 

forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives 
the power to become children of God, and bestows upon them His 
Holy Spirit.  The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this O Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 

Lyrics on page 17 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given. 

 C: And the government shall be upon His shoulder and His 

name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty 

God. 

P: The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. O sing unto the Lord 

a new song. 

 C: For He hath done marvelous things.  
 (Isaiah 9: 6, 7; Psalm 98: 1) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 18) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace that is from above, and for the salvation of our 

souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

churches of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house, and for them that in faith, piety and fear of 

God offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, pity and defend us, O God, by thy grace. 

 C: Amen. 

 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is from the 
Greek word for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 
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The Hymn of 

Praise:  

“Hark! The Herald 

Angels Sing”  

(SBH25) 
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The Collect:  

P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us pray: Grant, we pray, Almighty God, that the new birth of 
your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free who are held in 
the old bondage under the yoke of sin; through the same Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 

C: Amen  

The Special Music (all services) 

Christy Hinkelman—Wexford Carol (traditional, arr. Mauer) 

The First Lesson: Isaiah 11: 1-2, 5-10 (NASB) 

 Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from 
his roots will bear fruit. 

2 
The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, the 

spirit of wisdom and understanding, The spirit of counsel and 
strength, The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

 
 5 

Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, And 
faithfulness the belt about His waist. 

6 
And the wolf will dwell with 

the lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the young goat, And 
the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; And a little 
boy will lead them. 

7 
Also the cow and the bear will graze, their 

young will lie down together, And the lion will eat straw like the 
ox. 

8 
The nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, and the 

weaned child will put his hand on the viper’s den. 
9 

They will not 
hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth will be full of 
the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

10 
Then in 

that day the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, who will stand 

as a signal for the peoples; and His resting place will be glorious. 

The Second Lesson: 1 Peter 1: 3-5, 23 (NASB) 

 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4 

to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and 
will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 

5 
who are protected 

by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time.  

 
 23 

For you have been born again not of seed which is perishable 
but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of 

God.  

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 
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The Magnificat: (Read Responsively) 

P: And Mary said: My soul exalts the Lord. 

 C: And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. 

P: For He has had regard for the humble state of His bondslave; for 

behold, from this time on all generations will count me blessed. 

 C: For the Mighty One has done great things for me; and 

 holy is His name. 

P: AND HIS MERCY IS UPON GENERATION AFTER GENERATION 

TOWARD THOSE WHO FEAR HIM. 

 C: He has done mighty deeds with His arm; He has 

 scattered those who were proud in the thoughts of their 

 heart. 

P: He has brought down rulers from their thrones, and has exalted 

those who were humble. 

 C: HE HAS FILLED THE HUNGRY WITH GOOD THINGS; and 

 sent away the rich empty handed. 

P: He has given help to Israel His servant, in remembrance of His 

mercy. 

 C: As He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and his 

 descendants forever. 



10 

The Holy Gospel Lesson: (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

 Luke 2: 1-20: 
 Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a 

census be taken of all the inhabited earth. 
2 

This was the first census 
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 

3 
And everyone was on 

his way to register for the census, each to his own city. 
4 

Joseph also 
went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city 
of David which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 
and family of David, 

5 
in order to register along with Mary, who was 

engaged to him, and was with child. 
6 

While they were there, the 
days were completed for her to give birth. 

7 
And she gave birth to 

her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a 

manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 
8 

In the 
same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields 
and keeping watch over their flock by night. 

9 
And an angel of the 

Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them; and they were terribly frightened. 

10 
But the angel said 

to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of 
great joy which will be for all the people; 

11 
for today in the city of 

David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
12 

This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths 
and lying in a manger.” 

13 
And suddenly there appeared with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with 
whom He is pleased.” 

15 
When the angels had gone away from them 

into heaven, the shepherds began saying to one another, “Let us go 
straight to Bethlehem then, and see this thing that has happened 
which the Lord has made known to us.” 

16 
So they came in a hurry 

and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and the baby as He lay in 
the manger. 

17 
When they had seen this, they made known the 

statement which had been told them about this Child. 
18 

And all who 
heard it wondered at the things which were told them by the 
shepherds. 

19 
But Mary treasured all these things, pondering them in 

her heart. 
20 

The shepherds went back, glorifying and praising God 

for all that they had heard and seen, just as had been told them. 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 
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The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 

Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 

the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Lighting Of The Christ Candle 

The Reading of the Prophecy: Isaiah 7: 14 

                         And Fulfillment: Luke 2: 7 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 

The Special Music (5:00) 

Children’s Choir—Born Today (Eilers) 

The Senior Choir Anthems (7:00 & 9:00) 
Star Carol (Arr. Rutter) 

Still, Still, Still (Arr. Luboff) 

Lyrics on pages 17 & 18 
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The Sermon 

Hymn:  

“Away In A 
Manger” 

(SBH47) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon Text:  

John 1: 9-14, 16: 
 There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens 

every man. 
10 

He was in the world, and the world was made through 
Him, and the world did not know Him. 

11 
He came to His own, and 

those who were His own did not receive Him. 
12 

But as many as re-
ceived Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, 
even to those who believe in His name, 

13 
who were born, not of 

blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
14 

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His 
glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.  

 
 16 

For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.  

 

The Sermon:  

“The Child of Christmas! The Children of Christmas!”  |  John 1: 9-14, 16  

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 
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The Offering and Hymn: 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” (SBH27 1st tune) 



15 

 The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy king-

dom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us 

this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we for-
give those who trespass against us; Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Reading of The Last Gospel: John 1: 1-14 (NASB) 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 
2 

He was in the beginning with God. 
3 

All things came 
into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being 
that has come into being. 

4 
In Him was life, and the life was the Light 

of men. 
5 

The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
comprehend it. 

6 
There came a man sent from God, whose name was 

John. 
7 

He came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all 
might believe through him. 

8 
He was not the Light, but he came to 

testify about the Light. 
9 

There was the true Light which, coming into 
the world, enlightens every man. 

10 
He was in the world, and the 

world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 
11 

He 
came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. 
12 

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 
children of God, even to those who believe in His name, 

13 
who were 

born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 
but of God. 

14 
And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and 

we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of 

grace and truth. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen. 
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The Silent Prayer & Chimes 

Postlude: 

“I Saw Three Ships Come Sailing In” (Richard Proulx) 

The Closing Hymn: 

“Silent Night” (SBH16) 
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Senior Choir (7:00 & 9:00 services)  
 

Choral Welcome (after opening hymn) 
 

On Christmas Night 

 On Christmas night all Christians sing,  
To hear the news the angels bring; 

News of great joy, news of great mirth, 
News of our merciful King’s birth. 

 
All out of darkness we have light, 

Which made the angels sing this night. Noel! 
Glory to God, and peace to men. 

Now and forevermore, Amen. 
Christmas Eve Anthems 

Christmas Eve Anthems 

Star Carol 

Sing this night, for a boy is born in Bethlehem, 
Christ our Lord in a lowly manger lies; 

Bring your gifts, come and worship at his cradle, 
Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary! 

See his star shining bright 
In the sky this Christmas Night! 

Follow me joyfully; 
Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary! 

Angels bright, come from heaven’s highest glory,  
Bear the news with its message of good cheer: 
“Sing, rejoice, for a King is come to save us, 

Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary!” 

See, he lies in his mother’s tender keeping; 
Jesus Christ in her loving arms asleep. 

Shepherds poor, come to worship and adore him, 
Offer their humble gifts before the son of Mary. 

Let us all pay our homage at the manger, 
Sing his praise on this joyful Christmas Night; 
Christ is come, bringing promise of salvation; 
Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary! 
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Christmas Eve Anthems (continued) 

Still, Still, Still 

Still, still, still one can hear the falling snow. 
For all is hushed, the world is sleeping; 

Holy Star its vigil keeping 
Still, still, still one can hear the falling snow. 

Sleep, sleep, sleep, ‘tis the eve of our Savior’s birth. 
The night is peaceful all around you, 

Close your eyes, let sleep surround you 
Sleep, sleep, sleep, ‘tis the eve of our Savior’s birth. 

Dream, dream, dream of the joyous day to come. 
While guardian angels without number 

Watch you as you sweetly slumber. 
Dream, dream, dream of the joyous day to come. 
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The Christmas Trees in the sanctuary were given by  
 

Brian Lyskava in loving memory of his parents,  
 

Thomas and Elsie Lyskava. 
 

THE POINSETTIAS ARE PRESENTED BY….. 
 Pastor and Jen, Ben Sadie and Sam Carlson in celebration of the gift of the Savior: Christ, the 

Light of the World! (1) 

 Pastor and Jen Carlson in honor of their mothers Nancy Castro and Kathy Carlson. (1) 

 David, Cindy and Michelle Ausefski in memory of Brian—always loved and never forgotten. 
(1) 

 Nelda Alderson—Mike B.-Love you-Miss you. Mom. (1) 

 Jim, Michael, Corey and Lindsay Grimm in memory of loved ones. (1) 

 Caryl Hansen to Ed—Thank the Lord for His great journey together. (2) 

 Joanne Schroth in honor and memory of her parents Richard and Louise Yost. (1) 

 Joanne Schroth in loving memory of her son, Brad Schroth, never to be forgotten. (1) 

 Merry Christmas Grandma and Pap Schrott and Grandma Huwe! In loving memory of our 
great-grandparents and PapPap Huwe. Love, Jeremy, Logan & Megan Huwe. (1) 

 Don and Carol McDowell with thanks for all our blessings. (1) 

 Norma Vogel in loving memory of her dear sister, Linda J. Vogel. (1) 

 Will, Alma and Norma Vogel in memory of Lynn’s mom, Shirley Kopac. (1) 

 Mick and Marlene Nowicki in celebration of the birth of our Savior Jesus and in thanksgiving 
for the blessings of our family. (1) 

 Bev Rowan thanking God for all His blessings, mercy and grace. Merry Christmas blessings 
to all. (1) 

 Gary, Stephanie and Kristen Ausefski in memory of Brian who lives with our Lord and 
remains in our hearts forever. (1) 

 Bunny Barger in honor of Susan Wholey and in thanks to God for her valuable friendship 
and for being such a wonderful Sunday School partner. (1) 

 Bunny Barger with love, honor and thanksgiving for Betzi Barger—the very best. xoxo (1) 

 The Battiste Family in loving memory of Richard Klein. (1) 

 Sam and Joanne Garloff in memory of Sam’s grandmother, Evelyn Garloff. (1) 

 Sam and Joanne Garloff in memory of Joanne’s brother, Michael Lipnicky. (1) 

 Susan Hughes TO GOD BE THE GLORY, GREAT THINGS HE HAS DONE! (1) 

 The Rostauscher’s in memory of loved ones. (1) 

 Jim and Lee MacManus in honor of their family—Beth, John and Kara Ellis and Jim, Julie and 
Jillian MacManus. (1) 

 Lois Smock—Thankful for many blessings! (2) 

 Marian Meyer in memory of Fred and Freddy Meyer to God’s Glory. (1) 

 Molly Esposito—Dedicated to Constance Esposito who continues to show strength and faith 
in Christ, even near her life’s end. May she find peace with God. (1) 

 Grace Diehm and Patty Willmott in memory of Charles Diehm. (1) 

 Joanne Salvetti in honor of our Savior’s Birth. (1) 

 Linda and Ray Baughman and Mary Jane Jones in memory of Ray and Ruth Baughman and 
all loved ones. (1) 
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 Tom and Ginny Leech in memory and honor of Stacie Klick who was instrumental in 
establishing the Worship Team. (2) 

 Martha Kanagy in loving memory of DeWayne Kanagy. (1) 

 Martha Kanagy in memory of Elmer and Melvina Kanagy and John and Anna Parks. (1) 

 Martha Kanagy in memory of David Kanagy and Richard Parks. (1) 

 Frank and Lisa Fife in memory of Frank’s father Jack Fife and his sister, Sue Fife Greenberger. 
(1) 

 Frank and Lisa Fife in memory of Lisa’s father William O’Lare and brothers Bill and John 
O’Lare. (1) 

 Frank and Lisa Fife in honor of their mothers Priscilla O’Lare and Anne Fife. (1) 

 Frank Fife in honor of his wife, Lisa O’Lare Fife. (1) 

 Leslie Klick in memory of Stacie Klick, beloved sister—all is well! For born tonight is our Lord & 

Savior—in my heart always. (1 white) 

 Larry and Carol Holt in praise of the Gift of Christmas, Jesus Christ our Lord. (1) 

 Joyce Alderson in loving memory of her husband, Bill. (1) 

 Bunny and Betzi Barger in memory of their mother, Janet and in thanks to God for every 
precious moment that they shared with her. (1) 

 Roger and Jill Kurtz rejoicing in the birth of our Savior. (1) 

 Zoe Akhtar to the glory of the Newborn Child. (1) 

 Zoe Akhtar to the glory of God and in honor of Elizabeth, Keith and Tyler Banks. (1) 

 Meig Kurtz in memory of Mom and Dad. (1) 

 Meig Kurtz in memory of Pastor Dennis. (1) 

 Libby Wood in honor of her son, Doug. (1) 

 Marty and Felicia Rieck in thanks to the Carlson and Westerbur families. (2) 

 Steve and Peggy Cox—The Christ Child. (1) 

 Bryan and Sandy Newman in thanksgiving for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (1) 

 Pat Lindauer in memory of Leonard Lindauer. (1) 

 Greg, Annette, Sean and Ryan Saul in memory of their parents and grandparents; Esther Saul, 
John Saul, and Frank Ferraro. (1) 

 Shane and Kate Cox—Praise be to Christ! (1) 

 Robert, Lynn, Andrew and Jennifer Vogel with praise to God for the saving gift of His Son, 
and in memory of Shirley Kopac, a loving and faithful mother and grandmother. (1) 

 Chris and Marcia Clark for the blessings the Lord Jesus has bestowed upon them. (1) 

 Chris and Marcia Clark—Happy Birthday to the Christ Child! (1) 

 The Wente Family in loving memory of James and Helga Wente. (1) 

 John and Jan Ruzicka in loving memory of family members who have passed away. (1) 

 Ralph Thompson in memory of Karen Ann Thompson. (1) 

 The Boehme Family to the Glory of Jesus our Savior. (1) 

 Bill and Sue Dawson—Happy Birthday Jesus and thank you for prayers answered! (1) 

 Marly Willis in loving memory of dear family at this Christmas time. (1) 

 Mary Lou Streiner in loving memory of her dear husband Ernie. (1) 

 Arlene Fees in loving memory of her husband, Ron, now with the Lord. (1) 

 Arlene Fees in loving memory of her parents Irene and Vin Yurko. (1) 

 The Klick Family in loving memory of Stacie Klick. (1) 

 The Tadda Family in loving memory of Tom Tadda. (1) 
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 Carolyn Carr in loving memory of Dave, though away from the body he is at home with the 
Lord. (1 white) 

 Patty Schrey praying for a healthy and blessed 2020! (1) 

 Russ, Patty, Danielle and Clayton Schrey with many thanks to Miss Bunny and Mr. Paterra for 

leading the pre-schoolers in song every Sunday. The kids really DO make a joyful noise. Merry 
Christmas! (1) 

 The Skundrich and Alwine Families in loving memory of parents Bob and Louise Johns and 

brother, David Johns. (1) 

 Anne Fife in honor of the Savior’s birth and in memory of Jack and her daughter Sue. (1) 

 Bob and Judy Boyd to the Glory of our Newborn King and in memory of loved ones. (1) 

 Chris Stout in honor of her mom, Evelyn Meyer and in memory of her dad, Dan. (1) 

 Ron Stout in honor of his mom, Betty Stout and in memory of his dad, Floyd. (1) 

 In honor of Pat Drew and all the excellent Journey Leaders, we are so blessed. (Pat, please 
take a poinsettia. (1) 

 Tom and Ann Albanesi—Jesus is the Reason to Celebrate! Praising Him for the many blessings 

He has given us! Merry Christmas Family and Friends. (1) 

 Tom and Linda Eld rejoicing in the birth of Jesus Christ! (2) 

 Chris Sopoci in loving memory of husband John and daughter Lori Anderson. (1 white) 

 For Betzi Barger from the Altar Guild for her unwavering help when ever we need her. Bless 
you. (1) 

 In honor of Alma Vogel. A very special lady that brings joy to my life. A poinsettia for her. (1) 

 Frederick Schell in memory of his parents, Earl and Louise Schell. (2) 

 Russ and Linda Hafen in thanks for God’s never ending blessings and in memory of loved 

ones. (1) 

 Debbie Huffman in honor of her parents, William and Patricia VanKirk. (1) 

 In honor of a super secretary and special friend, Paula Mikulan. A poinsettia for her. (1) 

 Bob and Lorraine Christmas in memory of their departed loved ones. (1) 

 In honor of Beth Blanc and with thanks for her continued faithfulness and service to the 
Ruthfred Preschool. (1) 

 Mimi, Mary Anne and Philip Lindauer in honor of their mother, Pat. (1) 

 Nicolai Andrew Schurko, Joseph Andrew Lindauer and Michael Andrew Lindauer in memory 

of their grandfather, Leonard Andrew Lindauer. (1) 

 Janet Paterra and Joyce Bock in loving memory of Maggie Hatten and with grateful 
appreciation for the joy she brought to their lives. (1) 

 The Harrold Family in honor of Carol Hall. (1) 

 The Harrold Family in honor of our dedicated Sunday School teachers. (1) 

 Cliff and Joan Morton to the Glory of God and in memory of their loved ones. (1) 

 Cornell and Janet Ghise in memory of our parents, Clara and Adrian Traynor and Anna and 
Constantin Ghise and brother Thomas Traynor. (1 white) 

 Anastasia and Max Augenstein in memory of Allen Augenstein. (1) 

 Paul and Paula Mikulan praying for God’s healing powers for their great-niece, Lily Slappo, 
age 6. Lily was diagnosed with a rare genetic disease, Fanconi Anemia, last year. She will 

undergo a bone marrow transplant in January. Please pray for Lily! (1) 
 

Many thanks to the Altar Guild for arranging the lovely poinsettias and decorating our church 
this year. 
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Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 

The flowers upon the altar are presented by the 

Cuthbert Family in loving memory of their parents. 

 
Guests and members, welcome to the starlit stable 

as angels and shepherds lead us in worshiping at 

the bedside of our newborn King! During the 

announcements, please sign the Friendship Pad 

and return it to the center aisle. 

 

Wednesday, Christmas Day  
Communion Service 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, December 29, 2019 

Worship Services 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

 
Tuesday, New Year’s Eve 

5:00 p.m. New Year’s Eve Family Night 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Westerbur| Vicar (Seminary Intern) 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 231) 
BrianWesterbur@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 860-6270 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Erin Campion  
Preschool Director 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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