
 

 

 
The “holidays” are upon us. It’s likely that Thanksgiving has given you the jumpstart you need to accumulate sufficient 
insulation so as to survive another cold Pittsburgh winter. Perhaps you grappled with your neighbor over a Kohl’s 
doorbuster special on Black Friday. You’ve likely filled your planner (does anyone still use a planner?) with engagements 
with family and friends to gather in joyous holiday cheer to sip eggnog and show off the ugliest sweater in your closet. We 
don’t have to look far to see the sentiments of peace, love, joy, and hope being spread from car commercials to coffee cups. 
 
The holidays expose in us a longing for such sentiments. We want to escape the harsh realities of this world. We want to be 
shielded from the violence and hate that pervades our culture. We want to live in a world where neighbors love one another 
and wars were unpleasant events of a time long past. So we eat, buy, gather, and give in hopes that these things will serve to 
remind us, even if just for a brief while, those things for which we most long. 
 
These events and activities are indeed enjoyable and most certainly not wrong in themselves. (Well, except the physical 
altercation in Kohl’s. That’s not okay. You should love your neighbor.) Yet these activities are only a shadow, a fleeting 
glimpse or a caricature of the peace, love, hope, and joy for which we ultimately long. They don’t last. January greets us with 
a cold slap in the face and we see those sentiments fade into the background once again. 
 
So if they only offer a mere facade of the sentiments for which we long do we chalk up the holiday season a failure? Should 
we channel our inner Grinch, and sabotage them? Not if we understand them for what they truly are. We get our word 
“holiday” from the words “holy” and “day.” Literally, then, holidays are days that are holy, or set apart for special use. God 
has often commanded that his people observe such days so as to draw their eyes to him. Our holidays can do the same thing. 
 
Take Thanksgiving. It’s a day of feasting and family, both of which can inspire joy and love, but if it’s only about feasting 
and family, we will be disappointed. Inevitably we will be reminded that we don’t like aunt Alice’s yam bake and that cousin 
Jimmy drives us nuts by the way he chews his food. Our experience of joy and love will fall short of our expectations. Only in 
seeing Thanksgiving as a holy day will we appreciate it in the fullest sense. Thanksgiving is an opportunity for us to pause 
and give thanks to the God who has provided us with both spiritual and temporal blessings. While our experiences of those 
blessings are for now incomplete, the feasting and family of Thanksgiving points us to Christ through whom we have been 
adopted into God’s family and have been given a seat at his table. In giving thanks to Him for what He has done for us, we 
are reminded of a joy and love that overshadow a dry turkey and crabby relatives. 
 
Christmas is no different. The sentiments of peace, love, joy, and hope are plastered on every card, billboard, and wrapping 
paper in the land. We give and receive presents. We bury old grudges. We celebrate with family and friends. We imagine a 
world devoid of war. If we fail to see it is a holy day, the gifts will disappoint. The feuds will reignite. The ugly sweaters will 
leave us with a rash. The news will snap us out of our reverie. The disparity between our experience and our expectation will 
once again be felt. Yet if we see Christmas as the holy day it is, our perspective changes. In the gifts we give and receive we 
will see Christ who is our ultimate gift. God “gave” Christ over to death on a cross, so that through that death, sin would be 
forgiven, the devil would be defeated, and broken humanity would find peace with the God that it had rebelled against. The 
sentiments of peace, love, joy, and hope for which we long find their fulfillment in Him and through His work for us. 
Though they’re experienced now in a veiled sense, we are promise that one day He will return and we will enjoy them in 
perfection. In Him we are given true peace, love, joy, and hope that January cannot steal. 
 
This holiday season, I would invite you to observe these holy days by joining God’s people in worship. This Advent season as 
we look to Jesus, the “Light of Christmas,” come to be fed by His Word and reassured of and refreshed in the peace, love, 
joy, and hope that can only come through Him. 
 
Pastor Adam Osier 
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Member Profile 
By Mettelise Ziegler 

Leslie Gill 
 
Leslie Gill has been our church council secretary since May of 2017. A Hoosier by birth, she can look back and see 
how God’s hand has moved in her life and maneuvered events that have brought her from the Midwest to Washington 
County and membership at Ruthfred. She is grateful for God’s actions. 
 
Leslie was raised a Methodist in Madison, Indiana. She met Dan, her husband of forty-three years, at Purdue 
University. After a career working for Cummins Corporation as a mechanical engineer in Columbus, Indiana ended, 
Dan accepted a position with ANSYS, a software company in Canonsburg. The couple and their daughter Maureen 
relocated to North Strabane in 2001. 
 
The Gills’ move did not include their son, Patrick. He remained in Columbus to finish his senior year in high school. 
Patrick is now the married father of Chloe, age ten, and Lennon, age five. 
 
While living in Columbus, Indiana, the Gills belonged to St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, a Missouri Synod congregation 
that sponsored an excellent school. Both Patrick and Maureen attended the school as children. Currently, Patrick’s 
children are being educated there, as well. Leslie directed youth ministries at St. Peter’s and credits the church for her 
family’s deep Christian roots. 
 
Leslie has been involved in community organizations that help people with mental health issues. It is estimated that 
20% of the population has a mental illness, and Leslie’s family is no exception. Because she cares, she serves as 
secretary to the Board of Directors of the Mental Health Association of Washington County. She has also taught a 
course for families called Family to Family through her affiliation with the National Alliance on Mental Illness 
(NAMI). This twelve-week program helps equip family members of those struggling with mental illness and gives them 
hope. 
 
Leslie and Dan first attended Ruthfred after reading a newspaper advertisement for Easter Services. They recognized 
the church’s Biblical foundation. Interestingly, when Pastor Dennis characteristically followed up with a visit to their 
home, he recognized the minister in Dan’s confirmation photo as a man with whom he had attended Capital 
University in Ohio. Leslie said, (tongue-in-cheek), that it was a sign from God that the family had found a new church 
home. Today, in addition to attending adult Bible study and worship on Sundays, Leslie drives the church bus 
regularly. 
 
Leslie and Dan are both retired. Not long ago, they moved into a townhome in North Strabane. Although they travel 
back to Indiana often to visit family, they are content to remain at Ruthfred and live in Pennsylvania. 
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Official Acts 
October 15, 2018—November 11, 2018

Baptisms 
*Isabella Conroy Latore — November 4, 2018 
 
Funerals 
*Cheryl Schmidt — October 19, 2018 
*Robert A. Peterson — November 4, 2018 
Pearl Milliken — November 10, 2018 

Transfers 
Nathan, Emily, and children Josiah and Caleb 
Olson — November 2, 2018 
 
*Indicates Members 
 

 
 

Advent and Christmas at Ruthfred 
 
This year our Advent/Christmas theme is “The Lights of Christmas: The Light of Christ!” Our overall theme is that of 
LIGHT! It is noteworthy that the first recorded words of God are, “Let there be light.” The concept of light figures 
prominently throughout the Bible in pointing ahead to Jesus, who then declares, “I AM the Light of the world!” We are 
going to use the lights/candles of the advent wreath to guide us as we journey through Scripture this Advent Season. 
The advent candles have traditionally stood for Prophecy, Bethlehem, Shepherds, and Angels. They have also been 
used as symbols for Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace. All of these themes come together in the Christ candle at the center 
on Christmas Eve. This year, we are going to incorporate all of these themes in our journey under the unifying theme 
of LIGHT! Don’t miss out on Advent this year! Invite a friend to join you as well. Look for your Advent/Christmas 
postcard in the mail. Below is our schedule of Advent/Christmas services: 
 
Come, Join Us This Holy Season As We Celebrate 
 
“The Lights of Christmas: The Light of Christ!” 
 
Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
 
Sunday Advent & Christmas Season Messages: 
  
December 2nd  “The Light of Hope is Promised”    (8:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 6:00 PM) 
December 9th  “The Light of Love in Bethlehem”   (8:30 AM & 11:00 AM) 
December 16th  “The Light of Joy is Proclaimed to the Shepherds” (8:30 AM & 11:00 AM) 
December 23rd  “The Light of Peace is Proclaimed by the Angels” (8:30 AM & 11:00 AM) 
 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services: “The Light of the World is Christ”  
  5:00 PM, 7:00 PM, 9:00 PM 
  
Christmas Day Service: “The Light of the World Shines” (10:00 AM Holy Communion) 
 
December 9th, 6:00 PM - Sunday School Christmas Pageant – “The Son Has Come!” 



ruthfredherald 

 december2018  5 

Song of the Month 
By Tom Glasser 

Away in a Manger 
Lyrics: Unknown 

Music: James R. Murray / William J. Kirkpatrick 
 
Although generally considered to be a children’s 
song, “Away in a Manger” is still among the most 
popular Christmas carols throughout the English-
speaking world. For those of us who grew up in the 
church, we probably have fond memories of singing 
it in Sunday School or for a children’s Christmas 
program. Many of us have heard that it was 
composed by Martin Luther. Unfortunately I feel it 
my duty here to dash a little cold water of reality on 
that myth. Although the original lyricist is unknown, 
researchers have concluded that the carol almost 
certainly had its origins in late nineteenth-century 
America. Yet we Pennsylvania Lutherans can lay 
some claim to the carol, as speculation apparently 
narrows the origins to the religious community in that geographical location. So how do we know it was not written by 
Luther? There are several circumstantial reasons, but one of the main ones is that no German text has ever been found 
earlier than 1934, and that one appears to be a somewhat awkward translation from English. 
 
Away in a Manger” originally had only two stanzas. The third stanza we have today was added later. Our SBH hymnal 
credits the third stanza to John T. McFarland, but there is actually some difficulty with the dating of that attribution. 
So the authorship of all three stanzas is shrouded in uncertainty. The melody in SBH is by James Murray, and it may 
have been Murray who started the confusion regarding Martin Luther. When he published his “Dainty Songs for Little 
Lads and Lasses” in 1887, he titled the carol “Luther’s Cradle Hymn.” (www.umcdiscipleship.org.) While there have 
actually been many different musical settings, the other one that is probably most familiar to us is by William 
Kirkpatrick. Kirkpatrick’s tune is apparently the most popular one outside of the United States. Personally I like both 
melodies and would be hard pressed to pick one over the other. 
 

Away in a manger,   The cattle are lowing,  Be near me, Lord Jesus 
no crib for his bed,   the poor baby wakes,  I ask thee to stay 
The little Lord Jesus  But little Lord Jesus  Close by me for ever, 
laid down his sweet head;  no crying he makes.  and love me, I pray. 
The stars in the sky  I love thee, Lord Jesus,  Bless all the dear children 
looked down where he lay,  look down from the sky,  in thy tender care, 
The little Lord Jesus,  And stay by my cradle  And fit us for heaven, 
asleep on the hay.   till morning is nigh.  to live with thee there. 

 
The entire first stanza and the first half of the second stanza paint a word picture of the nativity scene that we see 
creatively portrayed in so many ways on Christmas cards every year. The “owner of the cattle on a thousand hills” is 
born in a stable and awakened by one of those cows. The second half of stanza two suddenly shifts perspective, 
however. Now we are singing to Lord Jesus looking down from the sky. It is our cradle that we are asking Him to stay 
by, and it is the Lord Jesus to whom we are praying for comfort, love, protection, and the promise of eternal life with 
Him in heaven. 



 

                               2018 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
      1  

SS Christmas Program 
Practice 9:00-11:30 

2 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Holy Communion 8:30 
Sunday School 9:45 
Christmas Program Practice 
    During SS 
Holy Communion 11:00 
Women’s Christmas Luncheon 
1:30 
Holy Communion 6:00 

  3 
JTTW Leaders 
Meeting 9:15 
Craft & Sew 9:30 
Elders’ Meeting 7:00 

4 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
9:15 JTTW 
5:45 Children’s Choir 
6:30 Bell Choir 
6:45 JTTW/Kids Club 
6:45 Jr. & Sr.  
     Confirmation Classes 
7:30 Senior Choir 

6 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
Men’s Prayer Group 
6:30 a.m. @ Panera’s 
 
 

8 
 
SS Children’s Christmas 
Program Practice  
9:00-10:30 
 
Mary 9:30 

9 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
HERALD ARTICLE DEADLINE 
HAPPY 93rd BIRTHDAY  
   JOYCE ALDERSON 
Worship Service 8:30 
Sunday School 9:45 
Christmas Program Practice 
    During SS 
Worship Service 11:00 
 
SS Christmas Program 6:00 
LAST DAY TO ORDER POINSETTIAS 

10 
Craft & Sew 9:30 
Elders’ Prayer Time 7:00 
Council 7:30 

11 
 
 
 
 

12 
12:00 Esther 
5:45 Children’s Choir 
6:30 Bell Choir 
6:45 JTTW/Kids Club 
6:45 Jr. & Sr.  
     Confirmation Classes 
7:30 Senior Choir 

13 
 
 
 
Ruth 6:30 
 
 

14 
Men’s Prayer Group 
6:30 a.m. @ Panera’s 
 
Wedding Rehearsal 
 
Keepers of the Faith 6:30 

15  
 
Boehme/Bittel Wedding 
2:30 
 

16 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 
Worship Service 8:30 
Sunday School 9:45 
Worship Service 11:00 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
 
Men’s Night 7:00 
 

19 HERALD MAILING 
Nursery School Program 
(Fellowship Hall) 10:30 
 

Nursery School Program 
(Fellowship Hall) 2:00 
 

5:45 Children’s Choir 
7:30 Senior Choir 

20  
 
Men’s Night 7:00 
 
7:00 College & Career 
  Group Christmas Party 
(Fireplace Lounge) 

21  
Men’s Prayer Group 
6:30 a.m. @ Panera’s 
 
 

 

22 
 
 
 
 

23 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 
Worship Service 8:30 
Sunday School 9:45 
Worship Service 11:00 
 

 

24   CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

CHRISTMAS  EVE 
SERVICES 

5:OO     7:00     9:00 
 

25  CHRISTMAS DAY 
 
 
 
 

Communion Service 
10:00 

26 
 
 
 
 
 

27  28 
Men’s Prayer Group 
6:30 a.m. @ Panera’s 
 

 

29 
 

 

30 
Worship Service 8:30 
Sunday School 9:45 
Worship Service 11:00 
 

31 NEW  YEAR’S EVE 
 
7:00 Congregational 
Family Night 

JANUARY 1, 2019     

 



December 2018 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 

  1 
 

2 
Sunday School 

9:45am 
SWAP 6-7:30pm 

@ Church 

3 
 

 

4 
TNT 

7-9pm 
@ Church 

5 6 7 
 

 

8        MIGHT @ 
Church 5-10 

 
SWAG 

Gingerbread House 
Making 

9      
Sunday School 

9:45am 
SWAP 6-7:30pm 

@ Church  

10 11 
TNT 

7-9pm 
@ Church 

12 13 14 
 
 

15 
 

16  Sunday School 
9:45am 

SWAP Christmas 
6-8pm 

@ Church  

17 18 
TNT 

7-9pm 
@ Church 

19 20 
 
 

21 
 

22 
TNT 

 Christmas Party 
@ The Huwe’s 

23    NO SWAP 
Sunday School 

9:45am 

24 25 
CHRISTMAS 

DAY 
NO TNT 

 

26 27 28 
 
 

29 
 

 
30    NO SWAP 

Sunday School 
9:45am 

31 

Ruthfred Youth Ministry Calendar 
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