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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town , seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 2.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

 

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 
Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  
The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost, July 26, 2020 

Prelude: 

“Larhetto”  

(Handel) 

“Andante 

Religioso” 

(Mendelssohn) 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“Rise, Ye Children 

of Salvation” 
(SBH556) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 41) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the 

Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore 

we flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 

O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son 
to die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us 

true knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to 

thy Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake 
forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives 
the power to become children of God, and bestows upon them His 
Holy Spirit.  The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this O Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: O clap your hands, all you people. 

 C: Shout unto God with the voice of triumph. 

P: He shall subdue the people under us. 

 C: And the nations under our feet. (Psalm 47: 1, 3) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 47) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 48) 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

P: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is from the 
Greek word for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 
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The Hymn of Praise:  

“Praise, My Soul, The King of Heaven” (SBH160, 1st tune) 



7 

The Collect:  

P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us continue to pray: O God, whose never-failing providence 
orders all things both in heaven and earth. We humbly beseech 
you to put away from us all hurtful things, and to give us those 
things which be profitable for us; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Ghost, one 

God, world without end. 

C: Amen  

The Old Testament Lesson: Deuteronomy 7: 6-9 (NASB) 

 For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your 
God has chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of 

all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7 “The LORD did 

not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in 

number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all 
peoples, 

8 
but because the LORD loved you and kept the oath 

which He swore to your forefathers, the LORD brought you out by 
a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from 
the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 

9 
Know therefore that the 

LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God, who keeps His 
covenant and His lovingkindness to a thousandth generation with 

those who love Him and keep His commandments; 

 The Psalm:  Psalm 125 (NASB) 

P: Those who trust in the Lord are as Mount Zion, which cannot be 

moved but abides forever. 

C: As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord 

surrounds His people from this time forth and forever. 

P: For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest upon the land of the 

righteous. 

 C: So that righteous will not put forth their hands to do 

 wrong. 

P: Do good, O Lord, to those who are good and to those who 

are upright in their hearts.  

 C: But as for those who turn aside to their crooked ways, 

the Lord will lead them away with the doers of iniquity. 

Peace be upon Israel. 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 
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The Epistle Lesson: Romans 8: 28-39 (NASB)  

And we know that God causes all things to work together for good 
to those who love God, to those who are called according to His 
purpose. 

29 
For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 

become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the 
firstborn among many brethren; 

30 
and these whom He predestined, 

He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and 
these whom He justified, He also glorified. 

31 
What then shall we say 

to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 
32 

He who did not 

spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not 
also with Him freely give us all things? 

33 
Who will bring a charge 

against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies; 
34 

who is the one 
who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was 
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 
35 

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
36 

Just as it is written, “FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL 
DAY LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED.” 

37 
But in 

all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who 
loved us. 

38 
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 

angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, 

39 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 

The Gradual: 

Come, you children, hearken unto me. I will teach you the fear of the 
Lord. They looked unto him and were lightened and their faces were 

not ashamed. Alleluia alleluia. Deliver me from my enemies, O my 
God. Defend me from them that rise up against me. Alleluia.  
(Psalm 34: 5-11; 59: 1)  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  
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The Holy Gospel Lesson: Matthew 13: 44: 52: (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

 “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which 
a man found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and sells 
all that he has and buys that field. 

45 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven 

is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, 
46 

and upon finding one pearl 
of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
47 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea, 
and gathering fish of every kind; 

48 
and when it was filled, they 

drew it up on the beach; and they sat down and gathered the 
good fish into containers, but the bad they threw away. 

49 
So it will 

be at the end of the age; the angels will come forth and take out 
the wicked from among the righteous, 

50 
and will throw them into 

the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 

51 
“Have you understood all these things?” They 

said to Him, “Yes.” 
52 

And Jesus said to them, “Therefore every scribe 
who has become a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a head 

of a household, who brings out of his treasure things new and old.” 

 The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 

The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; The third 

day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 

the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Special Music  

8:30 & 11:00  April Blackston & Peggy Glasser—”Be Strong”  

                                                                                           (Kirk Robertson/Das) 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 

The Children’s Object Lesson 

The Apostles’ Creed is a 
statement of Christian 
belief used since the early 
Church.  It’s not specific to 
any one Christian denomi-
nation, but used by the 
Church as a whole.  We 
choose to confess it to-
gether as a unified re-
minder of what we be-
lieve to be true about 
God, and His caring ser-
vice to us. 

Lyrics on Page 10 
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Special Music 

 

Be Strong (Kirk Robertson/Das) 

There has never been a day in all your life when God’s rest cannot be found. 
There will never be a time through endless years when his mercy will not abound. 
So in the day of need, come boldly to the throne of his grace, by which you stand. 

God, your loving father, has prepared the way by the holy blood of the Lamb. 

Be strong and take courage. Hold on and rest assured. 
Your Lord will never leave you, and his plans for you are good. 

So be strong. 

There has never been a day in all of time like the day in which we live. 
Christ himself will go before us in the way, and his word will be our light. 

So lift your head and look to Jesus; he is Lord, and our helper in times of strife. 
Give him thanks for all the blessings he has shown, and claim courage for our lives. 
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The Sermon Hymn:  

“Nearer, My God, To Thee” (SBH577) 



12 

The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
 

“New & Old Treasures in God’s Word” | Matthew 13: 47-52 
 

Sermon Notes:  

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit within 

me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy Holy 
Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: and up-

hold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 



13 

The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give 

us this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen. 
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The Closing Hymn: 

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” (SBH520, 1st tune) 

 

The Silent Prayer & Chimes 
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Announcements 

The altar flowers are dedicated to the Lord by Pete and Jill Huwe in reflection of 28 years of 

marriage. “The unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit.”  

Known to be hospitalized: None.  

Official Act: On Friday, July 24, 2020 at 11:00 a.m., a memorial service was held for Lorinda 
Dabney, 49, in the sanctuary of our church. Lorinda is the daughter of Martha Kanagy and the 

late DeWayne Kanagy.  

Official Act: On Saturday, July 25, 2020, Athena Cardiges and Andrew Valentine were united 
in marriage, officiated by Pastor Carlson, at Ohio Pyle State Park. Our congregation extends 

congratulations to Athena and Andrew and wishes them a lifetime of God’s blessings.  

Susan Barrett: Susan thanks everyone for their prayers. Her surgery had to be cancelled last 
week. The anesthesiologists had a difficult time with intubation. Her surgery will be 

rescheduled, please continue to pray for Susan. 

Bible Readings for the Week of Sunday July 26th: 

           Sunday, 7/26               Song of Songs 1-8              Thursday, 7/30       Isaiah 13-17 
           Monday, 7/27              Isaiah 1-4                             Friday, 7/31            Isaiah 18-22 
           Tuesday, 7/28              Isaiah 5-8                             Saturday, 8/1          Isaiah 23-27 

           Wednesday, 7/29        Isaiah9-12 

hank You: My deepest thanks to the many generous members of our church who donated 
canned and boxed goods for the City Mission’s Food Pantry.  Words can’t describe how 
delighted I was to see the donation bin literally overflowing with goods!  My SUV was filled to 
the brim, and one of the volunteers who helped me unload my car actually had tears in her 

eyes! Thank you so very much, Carol Ward.  

Thank you for all the cards, social media posts, etc. for our 28th wedding anniversary last 

weekend. You are blessing to us! Pastor and Jen Carlson 

Benevolence Fund: Given by Marly Willis in honor of Pastor McMinn’s ordination. 

Digital Friendship Folder: Even though there is no longer a friendship folder in each pew, a 
digital friendship folder can be found and filled out online at friendshipfolder.ruthfred.org. The 

form can be completed anytime on Sunday after 8am.  

http://friendshipfolder.ruthfred.org/
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Adult SS Class Today In The Fellowship Hall 

This morning Pastor McMinn continues in Chapter Two with the second of a 4-week series on 
the Book of Philippians. Philippians is an encouraging Book in which Paul talks, especially in 
chapter two, about how followers in Christ shall live in this world. We'll meet in the fellowship 
hall, wearing our masks and socially distancing. Bring your Bibles! We haven't re-started the cof-

fee or donuts yet, so please also feel free to bring a snack.  

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Our Preschool Ministry has position openings due to the retirement of Beth Blanc, and also the 
recent resignation of Erin Campion who is no longer able to continue in the position.  We are so 
thankful for the wonderful dedication, excellence in teaching, and for the love that they have 
shown to our pre-school students over the years.  If you, or someone you know is interested in 
the director/head teacher position or the assistant teacher position, please contact Joe Roman, 

Brian Schmidt at the church office.  

Congratulations: Cara Harper and Mark Vines were united in marriage on Saturday, July 18, 
2020 in Greenville, SC in the presence of their families and many Southern friends. Cara’s broth-
er-in-law, ELCA Pastor Joseph Murdy, officiated, while sister Amanda Murdy was Matron of Hon-
or, with many nieces and nephews walking down the aisle. The happy couple is thrilled to start 
their married life back in Pittsburgh (Dormont), near Cara’s family roots, as Mark builds his career 
in heart arrhythmia technologies in western PA hospitals, and Cara seeks a teaching position 
here. May God bless Cara and Mark as they grow together in God’s plan for their lives. “A cord 

of three strands is not easily broken.” Ecclesiastes 4: 12 
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YOUTH NEWS: 

Covid- 19 

All of our youth events will observe the current guidelines set by local government in dealing 

with the current covid-19 situation. Most activities this summer will look different than previous 

years as we try to keep some sense of normalcy while also exercising an appropriate amount of 

caution. 

 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There is NO SWAP tonight!  

 

SWAP Late Night (6-8 Grade) 

July 31st  5-10pm we will be having a late night for the SWAP Kids @ Church. There will be 

games, Pizza, and Snacks. Let Brandon know if you plan to attend. 

 

TNT (9-12 Grade) 

We will be having TNT every Tuesday from 7-9pm. Please make sure to bring a mask. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

July 31 – SWAP Late Night 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Questions/concerns?   

Contact Brandon Fouks : Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715)-781-6063 
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“The Lord is my Shepherd” 

 

 

Virtual VBS is July 27-31st! 

Ages 4-Grade 6 

Join us online for a fun week filled with skits, 
Bible lessons, crafts and more! 

 

Registration is required for delivery of crafts 

Register: https://vbspro.events/p/events/4fb3af 

 
All are welcome to watch! 

 

Questions?  

Contact Becky Cox by email at  

libell.ruthfredvbs@gmail.com 

 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/4fb3af
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Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 

This Week At Ruthfred  

Today (7/26) 

 8:30 a.m.— Worship Service  

 9:45 a.m.—Adult Sunday School 

 11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

Monday (7/27) VIRTUAL VBS BEGINS 

 

Welcome, dear friends. Because nothing can “separate 

us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord” (Romans 8: 39), we have gathered to respond  

in worship and praise. 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Bryce C. McMinn| Associate Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorMcMinn@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

David Compel| Digital Outreach Coordinator 
(412) 609-9098 
DavidCompel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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