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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town , seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

 

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 

Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  
The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost, August 16, 2020 

 
PLEASE WELCOME 

ESSI EFTHIMIOU 

AS OUR GUEST 

ORGANIST 

Prelude: 

 

Hymn Tune Variations 

 Slane (W. Gudget) 

 Kingsfold ((H.Rutz) 
 Lux Benigna 

 (F. Ashdown) 

The Opening Hymn:  

“All Creatures of Our 

God and King”  
(SBH173) 
 
(Please stand as we join 
our hearts in song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 15) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the 

Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore 

we flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 

O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son 

to die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us 
true knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to 

thy Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake 
forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives 
the power to become children of God, and bestows upon them His 

Holy Spirit.  The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this O Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand)   

P: As for me, I will call upon God, and he shall hear my voice. 

 C: He has delivered my soul in peace from the battle that 

was against me. God shall hear and afflict them, even he 

that abides of old. 

P: Cast your burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain you. Give 

ear to my prayer, O God. 

 C: And hide not yourself from my supplication.  
 (Psalm 55: 1, 16, 18, 19, 22) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 18) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace that is from above, and for the salvation of our 

souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

churches of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house, and for them that in faith, piety and fear of 

God offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, pity and defend us, O God, by thy grace. 

 C: Amen. 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is Latin for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 
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The Hymn of Praise:  

“Before The Lord We Bow” (SBH339) 
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The Collect:   

P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

 P: Let us pray: Oh God, who declares thine almighty power chiefly in 
showing mercy and pity.  Mercifully grand unto us such a measure of 
thy grace, that we, running the way of thy commandments, may 
obtain thy gracious promises, and be made partakers of thy heavenly 
treasure; through thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without 

end. Amen. 

C: Amen  

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 56: 1, 6-8 (NASB) 

Thus says the LORD, “Preserve justice and do righteousness, for My 
salvation is about to come and My righteousness to be revealed. 
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“Also the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to 
Him, and to love the name of the LORD, to be His servants, everyone 
who keeps from profaning the Sabbath and holds fast My covenant; 
7 

Even those I will bring to My holy mountain and make them joyful 
in My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will 
be acceptable on My altar; for My house will be called a house of 
prayer for all the peoples.” 

8 
The Lord GOD, who gathers the 

dispersed of Israel, declares, “Yet others I will gather to them, to those 

already gathered.” 

The Psalm:  Psalm 67 (NASB) 

P: God be gracious to us and bless us. 

 C: And cause His face to shine upon us. 

P: That Your way may be known on the earth, Your salvation among 

all nations. 

 C: Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the people praise 

You. 

P: Let the nations be glad and sing for you; for You will judge the 

peoples with uprightness and guide the nations on the earth. 

 C: Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise 

You. 

P: The earth has yielded its produce; God, our God, blesses us. 

 C: God blesses us, that all the ends of the earth may fear Him. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 
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The Epistle Lesson: Romans 11: 1-2a, 13-15, 28-32 (NASB)  

 I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! 
For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of 
Benjamin. 

2a 
God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew.
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But I am speaking to you who are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an 
apostle of Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 

14 
if somehow I might move 

to jealousy my fellow countrymen and save some of them. 
15 

For if 
their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their 
acceptance be but life from the dead?  

 
28j

From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but 
from the standpoint of God’s choice they are beloved for the sake of 
the fathers; 

29 
for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 

30 
For 

just as you once were disobedient to God, but now have been shown 
mercy because of their disobedience, 

31 
so these also now have been 

disobedient, that because of the mercy shown to you they also may 
now be shown mercy. 

32 
For God has shut up all in disobedience so 

that He may show mercy to all. 

 

The Gradual 

 Keep me, O Lord, as the apple of the eye. Hide me under the shadow 
of your wings. Let my sentence come forth from your presence. Let 
your eyes behold the things that are equal. Alleluia alleluia. Deliver me 

from my enemies, O my God defend me from them that rise up 

against me. Alleluia. (Psalm 17: 2, 8, 13, 14)  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The “Gradual” (Latin 
for step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of 
Scripture, mostly the 
Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  
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The Holy Gospel Lesson: Matthew 14: 13-21 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

 Now when Jesus heard about John, He withdrew from there in a 
boat to a secluded place by Himself; and when the people heard of 
this, they followed Him on foot from the cities. 

14 
When He went 

ashore, He saw a large crowd, and felt compassion for them and 
healed their sick. 

15 
When it was evening, the disciples came to Him 

and said, “This place is desolate and the hour is already late; so send 
the crowds away, that they may go into the villages and buy food for 
themselves.” 

16 
But Jesus said to them, “They do not need to go 

away; you give them something to eat!” 
17 

They said to Him, “We 
have here only five loaves and two fish.” 

18 
And He said, “Bring them 

here to Me.” 
19 

Ordering the people to sit down on the grass, He took 

the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up toward heaven, He 
blessed the food, and breaking the loaves He gave them to the 
disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds, 

20 
and they all 

ate and were satisfied. They picked up what was left over of the 
broken pieces, twelve full baskets. 

21 
There were about five thousand 

men who ate, besides women and children. 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 

The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth. 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; The third 
day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church the 
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 

the body And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Special Music  

8:30 & 11:00 Will Charlton—”There Is A Balm In Gilead” (arr. Mark Hayes) 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 

The Children’s Object Lesson 

The Apostles’ Creed is a 
statement of Christian 
belief used since the 
early Church.  It’s not 
specific to any one 
Christian denomination, 
but used by the Church 
as a whole.  We choose 
to confess it together as 
a unified reminder of 
what we believe to be 
true about God, and His 
caring service to us. 

Lyrics on page 13 
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The Sermon Hymn:  

“All People That On Earth Do Dwell” (SBH169) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
 

“A House of Prayer For All The Peoples”  |  Isaiah 56: 1, 6-8 
 

Sermon Notes:  

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 
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The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give 

us this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen. 

 

 

 

There Is A Balm In Gilead 

Refrain: 
There is a balm in Gilead 

to make the wounded whole. There is a balm in Gilead 

to heal the sin sick soul. 

1. Sometimes I feel discouraged, and think my work's in vain, 

but then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again. 

(Refrain) 

2. Don't ever feel discouraged, for Jesus is your friend, 

who, if you ask for knowledge, will never fail to lend. 

(Refrain) 

3. If you cannot preach like Peter, if you cannot pray like Paul, 

you can tell the love of Jesus, who died to save us all. 

(Refrain) 
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The Closing Hymn: 

“Praise To The Lord, 

The Almighty” 

(SBH408) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude 

“Praise to the Lord” 

(arr. Walther) 
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Announcements 

The altar flowers are presented by Bekah and Brandon Fouks in honor of Atticus’ baptism last 

year and joy at being part of such a loving congregation. 

Known to be hospitalized: Timmie Langkamp—St. Clair Hospital. John Bender, Sr. is home 
from the hospital. Alma Vogel is now at Providence Point for physical therapy. Pearl 

Weifenbach—hospice care at home; Bob Thomas—hospice care at home. 

Bible Readings for the Week of Sunday August 16th: 

           Sunday, 8/16                 Jeremiah 18-22                     Thursday, 8/20       Jeremiah 32-34 

           Monday, 8/17               Jeremiah 23-25                      Friday, 8/21            Jeremiah 35-37 
           Tuesday, 8/18               Jeremiah 2629                      Saturday, 8/22        Jeremiah 38-41 

           Wednesday, 8/19        Jeremiah 30-31 

Digital Friendship Folder: A digital friendship folder can be found and filled out online at 

friendshipfolder.ruthfred.org. The form can be completed anytime on Sunday after 8am.  

The next Women’s Ministry Meeting will be held this Tuesday, August 18th at 7:00 p.m. Mark 
your calendars and then plan to attend and tell us what you would like to see this ministry 

accomplish in 2021. We hope to see you there! 

Samaritan Ministry: We are currently looking for a Coordinator for the Samaritan Ministry. If 
you feel you can coordinate this ministry, please call Pastor Carlson or Paula and let them know 

you are willing to help. 

2020 Church Directory: Please, if you had a photo submitted to the directory or posed for a 

Life Touch portrait—your church directory awaits you in the fireside lounge. 

   Expenses Compared to Receipts 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENSES 
OF BUDGETED FUNDS 

    Less:    

Member  Transfers to  Actual  Surplus/  

   Donations  
Other 

Funds  Expenses  (Shortfall)  

 Year to Date July 31, 2020         

 Current      436,891          (34,000)      404,129          (1,238) 

 Building        29,477           31,654          (2,177) 

 Benevolence        91,650           34,000       122,289            3,361 

 Totals      558,018                    -          558,072                (54) 

http://friendshipfolder.ruthfred.org/
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Adult SS Class Today In The Fellowship Hall 

Paul's letters to the Thessalonians weren't written JUST FOR THEM! God miraculously 

preserved those portions of Scripture for nearly 2,000 years FOR YOU AND FOR RUTHFRED. He 
knew that in August of 2020, we'd face challenges and dangers like the Thessalonians faced. 
Despite those challenges and dangers, "the Word of the Lord sounded forth" from them. That's 

true of Ruthfred today.  

This week Pastor McMinn begins a 4-week study of 1st & 2nd Thessalonians. God's Word, 
through Paul, is as much for Ruthfred today as it was for our brothers and sisters in 
Thessalonica back then. "So what?" you ask? "What does Thessalonians have to do with me?" 

Come. Find out.  

~~~~~~~~~ 

“Praise in the Ballfield!!” 

A contemporary worship concert is going to be held this Saturday, August 22
nd

, at 

Ruthfred’s Ballfield. Our Ruthfred Praise & Worship team will be presenting this 

concert.  There is no cost for the concert. Schedule of events: 

4:30pm: Food vendors open. 
5:00pm: Bible lesson will be shared. 

5:30pm: Concert begins. 

This is a great opportunity to praise God and enjoy some wonderful fellowship together!  
Invite your friends and come!  (There is plenty of space for social distancing.) Please see our 

ruthfred.org site for more details. 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Thank You: Dear Ruthfred family, Thank you for all the cards, phone calls, and mostly the 
prayers during my recent health concerns. Your light always shines through all the problems. 

Judy Boyd 

Dear Ruthfred Family, Thank you for the gorgeous peace lily we received at Harry’s memorial 
service. It was so generous of you. We are all grateful for your kindness! In Christian Love, 

Mettelise Ziegler and the family of Harry Fjaere 

http://ruthfred.org/


17 

YOUTH NEWS 

 

Covid 19 

All of our youth events will observe the current guidelines set by local government in dealing 

with the current covid-19 situation. Most activities this summer will look different than previous 

years as we try to keep some sense of normalcy while also exercising an appropriate amount of 

caution. 

 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There Is SWAP tonight 6-7:30pm at church. If the weather is nice we will meet in the field, if the 

weather is poor we will meet in the fellowship hall. 

 

TNT (9-12 Grade) 

We will be having TNT every Tuesday from 7-9pm Please make sure to bring a mask. This week’s 

TNT will be hosted at Miss Bunny’s home. Tune into the TNT remind app to get the details. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Questions/concerns?   

Contact Brandon Fouks : Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715) 781-6063 
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GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk alongside you through 
one of life’s most difficult experiences. You don’t have to go through the grieving 
process alone. 

 

Widowed? Help is here and hope is possible 

Do you dread the lonely days and nights? Wonder what to do with your spouse’s 

belongings? Feel like your brain is in a fog? Unsure of how you’ll go on? 

At a Loss of a Spouse seminar you’ll discover: 

• Other people understand and have found ways to make it through 

• Why it won’t always hurt so much 

• Reasons for hope 

• Practical tips for coping with the death of a spouse 

What to expect at the event 

A Loss of a Spouse seminar lasts about two hours. Here’s what to expect: 

• Video seminar: You’ll view a 35-minute video with encouraging, practical advice from 
counselors, pastors, and widowed men and women. 

• Sharing time: Then you’ll get to talk with other widowed people about what you learned 
 from the video. (There’s no pressure to share!) 

• A guide to bring home: Everyone receives a booklet with more than 30 short readings on 
 how to live with grief and eventually rebuild your life. 
 

Join us for this one-night seminar at Ruthfred on Monday, September 28, at 7 
p.m.  Please register by September 21 with Pastor McMinn at (412) 835-7140 
X226, or pastormcminn@ruthfred.org.  Group size will be limited to 12 and 
social distancing will be practiced.  Contact Jill or Roger Kurtz with any 
questions.  
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This Week At Ruthfred  

Sunday (8/16) 
8:30 a.m.—Worship Service  
9:45 a.m.—Adult Sunday School 

11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

Tuesday(8/18) 
7:00 p.m.—Women’s Ministry Meeting 

7:00 p.m.—Men’s Night 

Thursday (8/20) 

2:00 p.m.—Ruth 

Saturday (8/22) HERALD ARTICLE DEADLINE 
 4:30 pm —”Praise in the Ballfield”  

                          (Ruthfred’s Ballfield) 

Sunday (8/23) 
 8:30 a.m.—Worship Service 
 9:45 a.m.—Adult Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

 
 

Family of God, welcome to this time of worship and 
fellowship. The peace of the Lord be with you. 

Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Bryce C. McMinn| Associate Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorMcMinn@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

David Compel| Digital Outreach Coordinator 
(412) 609-9098 
DavidCompel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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