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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town , seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that 
the Bible is  inspired by God, living and active, capable 
to produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in 
all its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to 
be faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to 

our worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 
Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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Prelude: 
 

Meditation on “We Three Kings” (Wilbur Held) 
 

“March Of The Wise Men” (Harvey Gaul) 
 

The Opening Hymn:  

“Bright And Glorious Is The Sky” (SBH57) 
 

(Please stand as we join our hearts in song) 

The Divine Service of the Word  
The Epiphany of Our Lord, January 5, 2020 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Order for Public Confession (SBH, p. 247) 

Unison: (U): Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all 

desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid, cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy 

Name; through Jesus Christ, thy Son our Lord, Amen. 

P: Let us humbly kneel, and make confession unto God, imploring his 

forgiveness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 U: O God, our heavenly Father, I confess unto thee that I 

have grievously sinned against thee in many ways; not only by 

outward transgressions, but also by secret thoughts and desires 
which I cannot fully understand, but which are all known unto 

thee. I do earnestly repent, and am heartily sorry for these my 

offenses, and I beseech thee of thy great goodness to have 

mercy upon me, and for the sake of thy dear Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to forgive my sins, and graciously to help my 

infirmities. Amen.  
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The Absolution, Admonition & Blessing:   

 P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, hath had mercy upon us, and 
for the sake of the sufferings, death, and resurrection of his dear Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, forgiveth us all our sins. As a Minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare unto you 
who do truly repent and believe in him, the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins. In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Ghost.  

 P: On the other hand, by the same authority, I declare unto the 

impenitent and unbelieving, that so long as they continue in their 
impenitence, God hath not forgiven their sins, and will assuredly visit 
their iniquities upon them, if they turn not from their evil ways, and 
come to true repentance and faith in Christ, ere the day of grace be 

ended. 

 P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Love of God, and the 

Communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. 

  C: Amen 

The Giving of the Peace 

The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Behold the Lord, the Ruler, has come. 

 C: And the kingdom, and the power, and the glory are in 

his hand. 

P: Give the King your judgments, O God. 

 C: And your righteousness unto the King’s Son.  

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction in 
Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins should 
be widely proclaimed in 
the name of Jesus. (See 
also1 John. 1:9). 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  
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The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 55 (ESV) 
 “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has 

no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without 
money and without price. 

2 
Why do you spend your money for that 

which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves 
in rich food. 

3 
Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul 

may live; and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my 
steadfast, sure love for David. 

4 
Behold, I made him a witness to the 

peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5 

Behold, you 
shall call a nation that you do not know, and a nation that did not 
know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, and of 
the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 

6 
“Seek the LORD 

while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 
7 

let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let 
him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and 

to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8 

For my thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the 
LORD. 

9 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 

ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
10 

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do 
not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and 
sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

11 
so shall 

my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me 
empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall 
succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

12 
“For you shall go out in 

joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before 

you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall 
clap their hands. 

13 
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall make a 

name for the LORD, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

The Gradual 

 All they from Sheba shall come, they shall bring gold and incense 
and they shall show forth the praises of the Lord. Arise, shine for 
your light is come and the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. 
Alleluia, alleluia. We have seen his star in the east and have come to 

worship him. Alleluia.  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  
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The Holy Gospel Reading: Matthew 13: 1-9 (ESV) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 
2 

And great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat 
and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 

3 
And he 

told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to 
sow. 

4 
And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the 

birds came and devoured them. 
5 

Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 
where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, 
since they had no depth of soil, 

6 
but when the sun rose they were 

scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. 
7 

Other 
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
8 

Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 
9 

He who has ears, let him 

hear.” 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 
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The Confession of Faith: The Nicene Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth, And of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
Begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance 
with the Father, By whom all things were made; Who for us men, 
and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate 
by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, And was made man; And was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried; And the third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures, 
And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the 
Father.  And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick 

and the dead; Whose Kingdom shall have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the 
Prophets.  And I believe one Holy Christian and Apostolic Church.  I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins.  And I look for 
the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 

The Special Music  
11:00: Senior Choir Anthem—Do You Hear What I Hear?  
                                                                                 (Regney, Shayne/Simeone) 

 

During the Service of Holy 
Communion, we confess 
our faith using the Words 
of the Nicene 
Creed.  Though officially 
adopted a few hundred 
years after Christ’s earthly 
ministry, the Creed 
emphasizes the truths that 
had been taught since the 
time of the Apostles, 
namely, that Christ is both 
fully God and fully 
man.  As such, we are 
assured that in the person 
of Jesus Christ, God 
Himself became like us in 
every way, yet perfect and 
without sin; and shed His 
own Blood and gave His 
own Body in death so that 
we could find in Him 
forgiveness of sin and life 

eternal. 

This creed has been used 
in worship across 

denominational lines. 
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Senior Choir Anthem 

Do You Hear What I Hear? 

Said the night wind to the little lamb, 

“Do you see what I see? 
‘Way up in the sky, little lamb. 

Do you see what I see? 

A star, a star, Dancing in the night, with a tail as big as a kite.” 

Said the little lamb to the shepherd boy, 
“Do you hear what I hear? 

Ringing thru the sky, shepherd boy. 
Do you hear what I hear? 

A song, a song, high above the tree, 

With a voice as big as the sea.” 

Said the shepherd boy to the mighty king, 
“Do you know what I know? 

In your palace warm, mighty king. 
Do you know what I know? 

A Child, a Child, shivers in the cold, 

Let us bring Him silver and gold.” 

Said the king to the people everywhere, 
“Listen to what I say: 

Pray for peace, people everywhere! 
Listen to what I say: 

The Child, the Child, sleeping in the night, 
He will bring us goodness and light. 

Bring us light.” 
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The Sermon Hymn:  

“O Word Of God Incarnate” (SBH252) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
 

“God’s Words of Resolution”  |  Isaiah 55: 8-11 
 

Sermon Notes:  

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 

The Offering & Offertory 

 Prelude on “How Brightly Shines The Morning Star” (Buxtehude) 
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The Service for Communion 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And with thy Spirit. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 

C: It is meet and right so to do. 

P: It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times, and 
in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, 
Everlasting God…Therefore with angels and archangels, and with 
all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious 

Name; ever more praising thee, and saying: 

C: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heaven and earth 

are full of thy glory; Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the 

highest. 

The Words of Institution: 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the night in which he was betrayed, 
took bread, and when he had given thanks, he brake it and gave it 
to his disciples, saying, take, eat; this is my Body which is given for 

you; This do in remembrance of me. 

After the same manner also, he took the cup, when he had supped, 
and, when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, Drink 
ye all of it; this cup is the New Testament in my Blood, which is shed 

for you, and for many, for the remission of sins; this do, as oft as ye 

drink it, in remembrance of me. 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

P: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us 
this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil;  

C: For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen.  

On the first Sunday of each 
month, as well as on other 
special occasions, we have 
the privilege of receiving 
Holy Communion 
together.  We do not 
require membership to 
participate in 
this .  However, we do ask 
that those coming to receive 
Communion would be 
baptized believers in the 
saving work of Jesus Christ, 
who are of confirmation age 
(completed 8th grade), and 
who are in agreement with 
the biblical teaching of 

Christ concerning it. 

We believe and teach that 
Holy Communion is a 
Sacrament in which we 
receive the true body and 
blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in, with and under 
the bread and the wine, 
that it was instituted by 
Christ himself, and that it is 
given to us Christians to eat 

and to drink. 

We believe and teach that 
the benefit for Christians 
receiving Communion is 
expressed in the words 
“given” and “shed for you 
for the forgiveness of 
sins” (See Matthew 26:26-
29).  As described by Martin 
Luther in his Small 
Catechism, these words 
show us that “forgiveness of 
sin, life and salvation" are 

given to us in Communion. 

Luther formulated a list of 
20 questions with 
appropriate responses to 
guide the believer to 
prepare their hearts for 
Communion.  We include a 
selection of those questions 
on the following page for 
the purpose of aiding you in 

the same way. 
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P: The peace of the Lord be with you alway. 

C: And with thy Spirit. 

The Agnus Dei: 
 

C: O Christ thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 

the world, have mercy upon us;  

O Christ thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us; 

O Christ thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, grant us thy peace. Amen. 

The Distribution 
During Communion we shall sing: 

SBH52—As With Gladness Men Of Old 
SBH53—Brightest And Best 

 
 

Do you believe that you 
are a sinner?  

Yes, I believe that I am a 

sinner. 

Are you sorry for your 
sins? 

Yes, I am sorry that I have 

sinned against God. 

Do you desire to be saved?  

Yes, such is my desire. 

In Whom do you trust? 
In my dear Lord, Jesus 

Christ. 

What has Christ done for 
you that you trust in him?  

He died for me and shed 
his blood for me on the 
cross for the forgiveness 

of sins. 

Do you believe that the 
true body and blood of 
Christ are in the 
Sacrament?  

Yes, I believe it. 

What induces you to 
believe this?  

The Word of Christ, “Take, 
eat this is My body; This is 
My blood, drink of it all of 

you.” 

Why ought we to 
remember and proclaim 
His death?  

That we may learn to 
believe that no creature 
could make satisfaction 
for our sins but Christ, 
true God and man; and 
that we may learn to look 
with terror at our sins, 
and to regard them as 
great indeed, and to find 
joy and comfort in Him 
alone, and thus be saved 

through such faith. 

Finally, why do you wish 
to go to receive Holy 
Communion?  

That I may learn to 
believe that Christ died 
for my sin out of great 
love, as before said; and 
that I may also learn from 
Him to love God and my 

neighbor. 
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“As With Gladness Men Of Old” (SBH52) 
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“Brightest And Best” (SBH53, 1st tune) 
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The Nunc Dimittis: 

U: Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, accord-

ing to thy word; For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which 

thou hast prepared before the face of all people; A light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and the Glory of thy people Israel. Glory 

be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it 

was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without 

end. Amen. 

The Prayer  

P: O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good. 

C: And his mercy endureth forever 

The Closing Prayer (after which the congregation shall sing “Amen.”) 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C. And with thy spirit 

P: Bless we the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto 

you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
(Numbers 6:24-26) 

 C: Amen 
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The Closing Hymn: 
 

“Saviour, Like A Shepherd Lead Us” (SBH524) 

The Silent Prayer & Chimes 

The Postlude:  

Fugue on “How Brightly Shines” (Buxtehude) 
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  Announcements 

THE BEGINNING OF THE PRELUDE IS THE SIGNAL TO END OUR 
CONVERSATIONS, AND PREPARE OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP! 

 
The altar flowers are presented by Roger and Jill Kurtz with grateful hearts for the friends, 
Christian fellowship and spiritual nourishment we have come to cherish while being part of the 

Ruthfred family for over 50 years. 

Altar flowers are still available for Sunday, January 26, 2020. Please call the church office if 

you are interested. 

Nursery Today: 8:30—Greta Kelly; during Sunday School—Vickie Hendershot; 11:00—Claudia 

Patalong. 

Known to be hospitalized:  Judy Boyd—St. Clair Hospital.  

The 2020 Offering Envelopes are now available for pick-up in the library. 

Join us in reading through the entire Bible in 2020. We will be using the YouVersion Bible 
app for iOS and Android to keep track of progress, learn more about the passages, and discuss 
the passages with discussion questions. Here is the reading schedule for this week: 
 Sunday, 1/5 Genesis 16-18 

 Monday, 1/6 Genesis 19-21 
 Tuesday, 1/7 Genesis 22-24 
 Wednesday, 1/8 Genesis 25-26 
 Thursday, 1/9 Genesis 27-29 
 Friday, 1/10 Genesis 30-31 

 Saturday, 1/11 Genesis 32-34 

Annual Congregational Meeting: Your attendance is requested at the Annual Congregational 
Meeting to be held immediately following the 8:30 and 11:00 worship services on Sunday, 
January 19, 2020.  The agenda includes the presentation of 2019 financial reports, the election 

of members of Church Council, and voting on the amendment to Section IX of the By-Laws. 

Thank You: Many thanks to Pastor Carlson for visiting me in the hospital; and to the 

congregation for the prayers, concern, and encouraging cards after my neck surgery, as well as 
in the months before, while waiting patiently for the source of the pain to be found! 

Sincerely,  Ellie Williams  

Organ Fund: Given by friends in Christ in memory of Nancy Harper. 

Current Fund: Given by Daniel and Julie Spinda. 

XYZ: Given by Eleanor Olsen. She has enjoyed the XYZ Group. The programs are interesting and 

the lunch is great.  
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For The Month 

Acolytes:  8:30 a.m. (1/5) Neil Agnew 
    (1/12) Patrick Gold 
    (1/19) Neil Agnew 
    (1/26( Patrick Gold 
 
   11:00 a.m.   Connor Esposito 
 

Crucifers:  8:30 a.m. (1/19)  Sydney Felicetti 
   11:00 a.m.    Faith Coleman 

 

Altar Guild:    Kathi Siciliano 

Counters: 8:30 a.m.   Mark Arelt, Gary Ausefski 

  11:00 a.m.    Will Charlton, Barb Harrold 

Greeters: 8:30 a.m.   Carol Ausefski, Stephanie Ausefski 

  11:00 a.m.  Jodie Riley, Mark Hisdorf 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m.   Andy Ausefski, David Ausefski 

     Gary Ausefski, Neil Wagner 

  11:00 a.m.  Logan Huwe, Pete Huwe 
     Mark Riley, James Segerdahl 

 

 

OUR COMMUNION PRACTICE: Today, we celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion.  
Today, by means of bread and wine, Jesus Christ gives Himself to each 
communicant.  This is His Word and promise.  We accept His Word.  If you 
are not a member of a Lutheran church, we ask you to speak to our 
pastors at any time about the meaning of Holy Communion and a person’s 
desire to receive it.  When we come to the altar.. we must come with 

believing and repentant hearts.  As we return.. we always bow or kneel in 
prayer in thanksgiving to God for what Jesus Christ has given unto us. We do 
not practice the communion of children who are not instructed and confirmed, but the children 

are encouraged to come to the altar rail for a family blessing. 
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  SUNDAY SCHOOL, SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2020 

LARGE CLASS ROOM (Adult) 
Vicar Westerbur continues his study  on "Jewish Feasts." This will be an 8-week study where we 
look at Jewish feasts and their history/background, meaning, and significance to Christians. The 
holidays will be studied in their calendar order. Our Hanukkah study just so happens to fall on 

the first day of Hanukkah! The series will be as follows: 
 

January 5—Purim 
January 12—Pesach (Unleavened Bread/Passover) 

January 19—TBD 
January 26-Shavuot (Firstfruits to Pentecost) 

 
UPPER ROOM 

Eric Wente begins a new series… 
"I Can Only Imagine" 

Join us on  a 4-week study centering on Bart Millards movie and hit song "I Can Only Imagine". 

With his life's challenging story as the focus,  Bart  found it hard to imagine a loving father, 
complete forgiveness, and eternal restoration. But when he learned to see himself through 

God’s eyes, he found rest in his approval, purpose, and eternal hope----revealing the heart of the 

God who loves us…more than we can imagine.   All are welcome to join us!! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS…… 

Happy 93rd Birthday to John Bender on Wednesday, January 8, 2020. 

Happy 93rd Birthday to Ollie Weifenbach on Thursday, January 9, 2020. 

Happy 93rd Birthday to Jean Cook on Friday, January 10, 2020. 

Please remember John, Ollie and Jean with birthday wishes and prayers. 
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YOUTH NEWS: 

 

 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There Is SWAP tonight! 6-7:30pm at the Church! Come and enjoy games, a lesson, and the 

fellowship of your fellow 6-8 graders. 

 

Snow Tubing (9-12 Grade) 

January 25
th

 the high school youth will be taking a trip to 7 springs for a day of snow tubing. 

We’ll be leaving the Church around 9:30am and returning around 5pm. Cost is $30 per youth, 

please talk to Brandon if you are interested in attending. 

 

Work Camp 2020 (9-12Grade) 

Registration for Work camp will be opening soon! We are pleased to announce that on July 12-

July 17, 2020 we will be traveling to Warrensburg NY. While they are there kids will participate 

in various service projects to assist people in the community struggling with poverty. This trip will 

be open to youth in grades 9-12, look for the registration packets outside the youth office. 

 

 Save the Date: 

January 25 Snow Tubing 

July 12-17 Work Camp 2020 

Questions/concerns?  

Contact Brandon Fouks: Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715)-781-6063 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO SECTION IX, CHURCH DISCIPLINE 

Amendment to Section IX, Church Discipline 

(d) Any member(s) with a grievance or complaint against the pastor(s) or other member(s) of 
the congregation shall employ the following procedure based on Matthew 18:15-17.  The 
discontented member will first approach the subject member and tell him or her the nature 

of the complaint.  If the discontented member does not wish to approach the subject 
member alone, he or she may contact the pastor or a current elder to accompany them 
when he or she approaches the subject member.  If the member’s complaint is against a 
pastor, that member should initially be directed to consider their duty to the pastor according 
to Luther’s explanation of the fourth commandment in the Large Catechism so that they do 
not unknowingly violate that commandment. 

 
  Luther writes, “there are also the spiritual fathers...who govern and lead us by means of 

 God's Word” and “there is need to impress upon the people that those who want to be 
 known as Christians owe it to God to regard those that watch over their souls as “worthy 
 of double honor” (1 Tim. 5:17), to treat them well, and to provide for their well-being.”    

 
 If the discontented member does not wish to be present at the meeting with the subject 

member, the pastor or a current elder will offer to approach the subject member on behalf of 
the discontented member, but the discontented member will not be permitted to remain 
anonymous.  Should the discontented member not approve of any of these options, the 
matter will be considered closed.  If a meeting takes place and either the discontented 
member or the subject member are unsatisfied with the results of the meeting, that party 
may request a second meeting and bring one or two witnesses, along with the pastor or a 
current elder.  If after this meeting  there is still no agreement, both parties shall meet with 
the elders to resolve the issue.  The elders shall have the final authority to determine how any 
issue is resolved.  If one or the other member refuses to abide by the decision, that member 

may be subject to further church discipline as recommended by the elders and approved by 
the church council.    

 
A VOTE WILL BE TAKEN AT THE ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ON JANUARY 19, 2020. 
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This Week At Ruthfred  

Today (1/5) EPIPHANY SUNDAY 

 8:30 a.m.— Communion Service  
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.—Communion Service 

 6:00 p.m.—Communion Service 

Monday (1/6) 
 9:15 a.m.—JTTW Leaders Meeting 

 9:30 a.m.—Craft & Sew 

Tuesday (1/7) 
 HAPPY BIRTHDAY JOHN BENDER 

 7:00 p.m.—Worship Team 

Wednesday (1/8) 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY JOHN BENDER 
 9:15 a.m.—JTTW 
 12:00 p.m.—Esther 
 5:45 p.m.—Children’s Choir 
 6:30 p.m.—Bell Choir 
 6:45 p.m.—JTTW/KidsTime 
 6:45 p.m.—Jr. & Sr. Confirmation Classes 

 7:30 p.m.—Senior Choir 

Thursday (1/9) 
 HAPPY BIRTHDAY OLLIE WEIFENBACH 

 10:00 a.m.—Knit Wits 

Friday (1/10) 
 HAPPY BIRTHDAY JEAN COOK 

 6:30 a.m.—Men’s Prayer Group @ Panera’s 

Saturday (1/11)  
 930 a.m.—Mary Bible Study 

 
 

Happy New Year! And a blessed Epiphany Sunday and 
season! We have come to worship the King, just as the 

wise men did so long ago. Welcome. During the 
announcements, please sign the Friendship Pad and 

return it to the center aisle. 

Attendance for Last Week: 

Church...301  Sunday School...100 

Avg. Attendance for December: Church..348 SS..113 
Attendance for 2019: Church..367 SS..112 

Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Westerbur| Vicar (Seminary Intern) 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 231) 
BrianWesterbur@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 860-6270 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Erin Campion  
Preschool Director 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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