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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

 

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 

Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  

Septuagesima Sunday, February 17, 2019 
The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Prelude: 
 

“Jesus Makes My 

Heart Rejoice” 

(R. Elmore) 

Theme from 

“Jupiter” 

(G. Holst) 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“A Mighty 
Fortress” 
(SBH150) 
 
(Please stand as we 

join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 15) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the Name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we 

flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 

O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son to 

die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us true 
knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to thy 

Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake forgives 
us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives the power 
to become children of God, and bestows upon them His Holy Spirit.  

The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this O 

Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: The sorrows of death compassed me. 

 C: The sorrows of hell compassed me about. In my distress I 

called on the Lord. 

P: And He heard my voice out of His temple. I will love You, O Lord 

my strength. 

 C: The Lord is my rock and my fortress.  
 (Psalm 116: 3; 18: 2, 3, 6) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 18) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace that is from above, and for the salvation of our 

souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

churches of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house, and for them that in faith, piety and fear of 

God offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, pity and defend us, O God, by thy grace. 

 C: Amen. 

 

 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is Latin for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 
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The Hymn of 

Praise:  

“O Take My Hand, 

Dear Father” 

(SBH292) 
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The Collect:  

P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us pray: O Lord, we ask you favorably to hear the prayers of 
your people. That we, who are justly punished for our offences, may 
be mercifully delivered by your goodness, for the glory of your 
Name; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.  

 C: Amen  

The Old Testament Lesson: Jeremiah 17: 5-8 (ESV) 

 Thus says the LORD: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes 
flesh his strength, whose heart turns away from the LORD. 

6 
He is like 

a shrub in the desert, and shall not see any good come. He shall 
dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt 
land. 

7 
“Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose trust is the 

LORD. 
8 

He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by 
the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain 
green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease 

to bear fruit.” 

The Psalm: Psalm 1 (ESV, Read Responsively) 

P: Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers. 

 C: But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his  law 

 he meditates day and night. 

P: He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its 

season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. 

 C: The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind 

drives away. 

P: Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in 

the congregation of the righteous. 

 C: For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the 

way of the wicked will perish. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 
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The Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 15: 12-20 (ESV) 
Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some 
of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 

13 
But if there 

is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been 
raised. 

14 
And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in 

vain and your faith is in vain. 
15 

We are even found to be 
misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he 
raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are 
not raised. 

16 
For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has 

been raised. 
17 

And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile 
and you are still in your sins. 

18 
Then those also who have fallen 

asleep in Christ have perished. 
19 

If in Christ we have hope in this 
life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

20 
But in fact Christ 

has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have 

fallen asleep.  

The Gradual: 
The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of 
trouble and they that know your Name will put their trust in you; 
for you Lord, have not forsaken them that seek you. For the needy 
shall not always be forgotten. The expectation of the poor shall not 

perish forever, Arise, O Lord; let not man prevail. (Psalm 9: 9, 10, 18, 19)  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The Holy Gospel Lesson: Luke 6: 17-26 (ESV) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 And he came down with them and stood on a level place, with a 
great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all 
Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, 

18 
who 

came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. And those 
who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 

19 
And all the 

crowd sought to touch him, for power came out from him and 
healed them all. 

20 
And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and 

said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of 
God. 

21 
“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be 

satisfied. “Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. 
22 

“Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude 
you and revile you and spurn your name as evil, on account of the 
Son of Man! 

23 
Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your 

reward is great in heaven; for so their fathers did to the prophets. 
24 

“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your 
consolation. 

25 
“Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be 

hungry. “Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and 
weep. 

26 
“Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so 

their fathers did to the false prophets. 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  
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The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 

the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 

The Special Music 
8:30 Children’s & Senior Choirs 
             He’s Got the Whole World/This is My Father’s World (Raney) 

11:00 Will Charlton—Trust In Jesus (Kirkpatrick) 

He’s Got the Whole World / This Is My Father’s World 

This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears 
all nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres. 

He’s got the whole world in his hands. 

This is my Father’s world: I rest me in the thought 
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas, his hand the wonders wrought. 

He’s got the tiny little baby in his hands, 

He’s got the whole world in his hands. 

This is my Father’s world: he shines in all that’s fair; 
in the rustling grass I hear him pass, he speaks to me everywhere. 

He’s got the wind and the rain in his hands, 

He’s got the whole world in his hands. 

This is my Father’s world: O let us not forget 

that though the wrong is great and strong, God is the ruler yet! 

This is my Father’s world: why should my heart be sad? 

The Lord is King, let heaven ring!  God reigns; let earth be glad! 
This is my Father’s world. 
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The Sermon 

Hymn:  

“Thou, Whose 
Almighty Word” 
(SBH309) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
 

“He Is Able!”  |  Luke 6: 17-26 
 

Sermon Notes:  

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 

The Offering and Offertory: 

“What Offering Shall I Bring To Thee” (Elmore) 
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The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give 

us this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen.   
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The Closing Hymn: 

“O Worship The 

King” 
(SBH163) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude:  

“Look Up My Soul To 
Christ Thy Joy” 
(Elmore) 
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Announcements 

The altar flowers are presented by Roger and Jill Kurtz with thanks and praise to our Almighty, 

awesome God who is our rock, redeemer, comforter, counselor and friend. 

The chancel rail arrangement is presented by Mary Lou McKenna in memory of Paul Libell. 

Nursery Today: 8:30—Greta Kelly; during Sunday School—Vickie Hendershot; 11:00—Claudia 

Patalong. 

Known to be hospitalized: Karen Thompson—St. Clair Hospital, Lois Christ—Passavant Hospital, 

Tom Allsopp—Concordia of South Hills for Rehab, Virginia Bartsch—On Hospice Care. 

Official Act: On Tuesday, February 12, 2019 at 10:00 a.m., funeral services were held for Jean 

Potts, 90, in the sanctuary of our church. 

Our next EVENING OF PRAYER AND PRAISE will be held tonight, Sunday, February 17, 2019 
at 6:00 PM in the large Sunday School room with prayers and meditations reflecting on God’s 
amazing love. Join our church family and invite others to this uplifting evening of praise, 
worship, and fellowship, blended with song and a segment of faith sharing. A heart in tune 

with God can’t help but sing His praise!   “For God so loved the world that He gave His one 

and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

JOHN 3:16 

Men’s Monthly Video series, “Joe Gibbs, Game Plan for Life” continues this Tuesday with a 
“TUNE UP!” This is a 6 - video series that will run thru May. They do not build on each other so 
it’s OK if you missed last month!! (There is an optional book to accompany the study for the over
-achievers, available in e-book, audio and paper versions.) Month 3 will be Tuesday, February 

19  from 7-8:15pm in the 3rd floor Sunday School room. 

Our Upcoming Vicar: It has just been announced that Brian (& Allie) Westerbur will be our 
new vicar!  They will be arriving at the end of May.  If you would like to send them an 
encouraging note of welcome and to let them know that you are praying for them, their 

address is:  3140 E. Medicine Lake Blvd.  Apt. C., Plymouth, MN. 55441-3010 

THE SIGHT AND SOUND SIGN UP DEADLINE IS FAST APPROACHING: We need to hear 
from you if you are planning to make this trip.  Please sign up on the sheet outside Pat's 

office.  We are short the number necessary to make this trip happen.  So please, commit today! 

Family Easter Festival Planning Meeting: Anyone interested in helping plan this fellowship 
event for young families, please attend the meeting next Sunday, February 24th in the 
conference room, during the Sunday School hour. For more info, contact Barb Harrold at 

brharrold@comcast.net. 

XYZ: Now is the time for all good men (and women) to sign up for the February meeting and 
luncheon.  We have a great speaker coming to share, Todd DePastino from the Veterans 
Breakfast Club, and we have it on good authority that he will be an outstanding speaker.  Sign 
up today as the month is short and the date of the event is February 22nd.  Sign up sheet is 

outside Pat's office. 
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 SUNDAY SCHOOL, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2019 

LARGE CLASS ROOM (Adult) 
Pastor Osier continues his series… 

“Will The Real Jesus Please Stand Up?” 
Our society is often confused about who Jesus is which can lead to major problems.  Is he a 
good (or the best) teacher? Is he our cheerleader friend? Is he a social justice warrior? Is he a 
dispenser of new rules?  In this study, Pastor Osier will draw from the book of the same title 

written by Pastor Matt Richard as well as other resources to answer biblically the questions of 
who Jesus is, what that means for us, and why we want him to be just as the Bible describes 

him. 

UPPER ROOM (Adult) 
Eric Wente continues his series... 

Guardrails - An Andy Stanley Series. Guardrails- they're everywhere, but they don't really get 
much attention ... until somebody hits one. And then, more often than not, it is a lifesaver. 

Ever wonder what it would be like to have guardrails in other areas of your life-areas where 
culture baits you to the edge of disaster and then chastises you when you step across the line? 

Your friendships. Your finances. Your marriage. Maybe your greatest regret could have been 

avoided if you had established guardrails. In this six-session video-based small group bible study, 
Andy Stanley challenges us to stop flirting with disaster and establish some personal 

guardrails.   All are welcome to join!! 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A New Members Class will begin in March. Please let Pastor Carlson, Pastor Osier, or 

Pat Lutz know if you are interested in attending.  

Gifts to our Church 

Pastor’s Fund 

Given by Harold and Wilma Almquist. 

Given by a friend in Christ in memory of Jean Potts. 

Music Fund 

Given by Dorothy Kratz in memory of Conrad Kratz. 
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YOUTH NEWS 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There will be SWAP tonight! SWAP is our weekly get together for 6-8 Graders, during this time 
we play games, have a Bible lesson, and get to know one another as we become a community 
in Christ.  
 
Brunch (9-12 Grade)  

There is Brunch March 10th. On certain Sundays we host after Church brunch for the youth at 
the Fouks’ House. Brunch typically starts immediately after church, and goes until around 4pm. 
If you like good food, good company, and fun games, brunch is perfect for you. 
 

30 hour Famine (6-12 Grade)  
From 7:00pm February 22nd to 1:30pm February 23rd the youth are invited to participate in 
30HR Famine with us! 30HR Famine is an annual nationwide event during which the youth go 
without food for 30 hours to better understand lives of kids dealing with poverty. In addition to 
learning about world hunger and what they can do to help, the youth will be participating in 

themed games, and volunteering at the world vision center. Forms and sign up are available 
outside the youth office, contact Brandon with questions. 
 

Parents Night Off (6-12 Grade Parents) 
On Friday March 8th at 6:30pm we will be hosting Parents Night Off. This is a night for parents 
of Ruthfred Youth to come and enjoy a meal with entertainment, provided by the youth. It’s 

Also a great opportunity to get to know other parents in the church! If you would like to 
attend please let Brandon know as soon as possible via text, or the signup sheet outside 

of the youth office. 

 

             Save the Date 

 February 22 30 Hour Famine 

March 8  Parents Night Out 

July 1-6  FLY Convention 

Questions/concerns?  

Contact Brandon Fouks: Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715)-781-6063 
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This Week At Ruthfred  

Today (2/17) 
8:30 a.m.— Worship Service  
9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

6:00 p.m.—Evening of Prayer & Praise 

Monday (2/18) 
 9:15 a.m.—JTTW Leaders Meeting 

 9:30 a.m.—Craft & Sew 

 7:00 p.m.—GriefShare 

Tuesday (2/19) 

 7:00 p.m.—Men’s Night 

Wednesday (2/20) 
 9:15 a.m.—JTTW 
 5:45 p.m.—Children’s Choir 
 6:30 p.m.—Bell Choir 
 6:45 p.m.—JTTW/Kids Time 
 6:45 p.m.—Jr. & Sr. Confirmation Classes 

 7:30 p.m.—Senior Choir 

Thursday (2/21) 
 10:00 a.m.—Knit Wits 

 7:00 p.m.—Career & College Group 

Friday (2/22) 
 6:30 a.m.—Men’s Prayer Group @ Panera 
 12:00 p.m.—XYZ 
 

 
In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we 
welcome you to worship, that together we may be 

wrapped in God’s Word, love and grace. Amen. 
During the announcements, please sign the 

Friendship Pad and return it to the center aisle. 

Attendance for Last Week: 
Church...392   Sunday School...133 

JTTW (morn)…57 
JTTW (evening)...58  KidsTime...33 

 

Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Adam G. Osier| Assistant Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorOsier@ruthfred.org 
 

Kevin Czymbor| Vicar (Seminary Intern) 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 231) 
kevin@czymbor.net 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 860-6270 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 

Erin Campion  
Preschool Director 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 
 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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