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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all its 
parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

 

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 
Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  

The Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 29, 2020 
 

Prelude: 
“O Jesus, I Have 

Promised” 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“O Jesus, I Have 

Promised” 
(SBH515, 1st tune) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 41) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the Name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we 

flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 

O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son to 

die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us true 
knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to thy 

Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

The Absolution:  

P: The Almighty and merciful God grant unto you, being penitent, 
pardon and remission of all your sins, time for amendment of life, and 

the grace and comfort of his Holy Spirit. 

 C: Amen 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Judge me, O God. 

 C: And plead my cause against an ungodly nation. O deliver 

 me from the deceitful and unjust man. 

P: For You are the God of my strength. O send out Your light and 

Your truth. 

 C: Let them lead me; let them bring me to Your holy hill.  
 (Psalm 43: 1-3) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 18) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace that is from above, and for the salvation of our 

souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

churches of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house, and for them that in faith, piety and fear of 

God offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, pity and defend us, O God, by thy grace. 

 C: Amen. 

The Collect:  
P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us pray: we beseech you, Almighty God, mercifully to look 
upon your people, that by your great goodness they may be 
governed and preserved evermore, both in body and soul; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.  

C: Amen  

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is Latin for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 
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The Old Testament Lesson: (ESV) 

 Joshua 24: 14-22: 
 “Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in 

faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the 
River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 

15 
And if it is evil in your eyes 

to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the 
gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods 
of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my 
house, we will serve the LORD.” 

16 
Then the people answered, “Far be 

it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods, 
17 

for 
it is the LORD our God who brought us and our fathers up from the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great 
signs in our sight and preserved us in all the way that we went, and 
among all the peoples through whom we passed. 

18 
And the LORD 

drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the 
land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.” 

19 
But 

Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the LORD, for he 
is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your 
transgressions or your sins. 

20 
If you forsake the LORD and serve 

foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm and consume you, 

after having done you good.” 
21 

And the people said to Joshua, “No, 
but we will serve the LORD.” 

22 
Then Joshua said to the people, “You 

are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD, to 
serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” 

 

 Joshua 24: 29-33: 
 After these things Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, 

died, being 110 years old. 
30 

And they buried him in his own 
inheritance at Timnath-serah, which is in the hill country of Ephraim, 
north of the mountain of Gaash. 

31 
Israel served the LORD all the days 

of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua and 
had known all the work that the LORD did for Israel. 

32 
As for the 

bones of Joseph, which the people of Israel brought up from Egypt, 
they buried them at Shechem, in the piece of land that Jacob 
bought from the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for a 
hundred pieces of money. It became an inheritance of the 

descendants of Joseph. 
33 

And Eleazar the son of Aaron died, and 
they buried him at Gibeah, the town of Phinehas his son, which had 
been given him in the hill country of Ephraim. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 
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The Psalm: Psalm 133 (ESV) 

P: Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in 
unity! It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the 
beard, on the beard of Aaron, running down on the collar of his 

robes! 

C: It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the 
mountains of Zion! For there the Lord has commanded 

the blessing, life forevermore. 

The Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 1: 3-10 (ESV) 

 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places, 

4 
even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the 

world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 
5 

he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 

6 
to the praise of his 

glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 
7 

In 
him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 
our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 

8 
which he 

lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 
9 

making known to us 
the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set 

forth in Christ 
10 

as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things 

in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

The Gradual: 

Deliver me, O Lord, from my enemies. Teach me to do your will. 
He delivered me from my enemies; yes, you lifted me up above 
those that rise up against me. You have delivered me from the 

violent man. 

The Holy Gospel Lesson: John 10: 1-6 (ESV) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by 
the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a 
robber. 

2 
But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the 

sheep. 
3 

To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, 
and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 

4 
When 

he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the 
sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 

5 
A stranger they will 

not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the 

voice of strangers.” 
6 

This figure of speech Jesus used with them, 

but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 
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The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 
 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by 

the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 
the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 
 

The Special Music:   Will Charlton, piano 
 
 
 

The Sermon:  
 
“We Will Serve The Lord”  |  Joshua 24: 14-22 
 
 
 

The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; Lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

The Benediction  
P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen. 

The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the 
believer. We also hear the 
promises of His Gospel, the 
Good News of Christ’s work 
for us—His redemption, 
forgiveness and provision of 
life eternal. 
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 The Closing Hymn: 

“The King of Love 

My Shepherd Is” 

(SBH530, 2nd tune) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude: 

“The King of Love 

My Shepherd Is” 
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 Announcements 

Our pastor, vicar and congregation extend Christian love and sympathy to Mark Johnsen and 

family upon the sudden death of his mother Marian Johnsen on Monday, March 23, 2020. 

Bible Readings for the Week of Sunday, March 29th: 

         Sunday, 3/29              1 Samuel 13-14                       Thursday, 4/2         1 Samuel 25-27 
         Monday, 3/30            1 Samuel 15-17                        Friday, 4/3              1 Samuel 28-31 
         Tuesday, 3/31            1 Samuel 18-20                        Saturday, 4/4         2 Samuel 1-3 

         Wednesday, 4/1        1 Samuel 21-24 

Easter Flower Orders: Today is last day to order your flowers. At this time we are uncertain of 

whether Easter services will be held in the sanctuary, but we would like to have enough flowers 
to decorate our altar for our on line service. THE COST FOR A TULIP OR LILY IS $11.00. Please 

be sure to indicate which flower you wish to purchase and mail your dedication and check to 

the church. 

Youth Bible Camperships: $100 Bible Camperships are available to our youth attending a 
Christian camp. All camperships must be approved by Church Council. Deadline to submit an 
application is Sunday, April 5, 2020 for approval at the April Council meeting. Please place 

applications in the Council Secretary mail slot in the Conference Room. 

Our Preschool at Ruthfred is now open for registrations...3, 4, 5 year olds. Paper registrations 

are by the preschool door or available online. 

New Stewardship Coordinator: Carol Ward has graciously volunteered to coordinate our 
stewardship projects. Please contact her if you would like to help in any way with publicity, 

collections, delivery, etc. Thank you for your support. 

In Memory of Glenn Hughes 

Organ Fund 

Shirley Freyer 

Glenn & Theresa Avick 

Lynn Taylor, Ron Christiansen and Mary Taylor 

Elaine Settelmaier 

Nancy Iacomini 
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YOUTH NEWS 

 

TNT Retreat (9-12 Grade) 

Our annual spring retreat for high school age students is coming up fast! April 24-26 we’ll be 

heading to Seneca Hills Bible Camp for a weekend of fun, fellowship, and messages prepared by 

this year’s guest speaker, seminarian Josh Johnson. If your child would be interested in 

attending, please contact Brandon at your earliest convenience. 

 

Work Camp 2020 (9-12Grade) 

Registration for Work camp is due! We are pleased to announce that on July 12-July 17, 2020 

we will be traveling to Warrensburg NY. While they are there, kids will participate in various 

service projects to assist people in the community struggling with poverty. This trip will be open 

to youth in grades 9-12, look for the registration packets outside the youth office. 

 

             Save the Date 

April 24-26  TNT Retreat 

July 12-17  Work Camp 2020 

Questions/concerns?  

Contact Brandon Fouks: Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715)-781-6063 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Westerbur| Vicar (Seminary Intern) 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 231) 
BrianWesterbur@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Erin Campion  
Preschool Director 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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