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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering 
basket. 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and her charter the following 
year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church has been a congregation 
rooted in the conviction that the Bible is  inspired by 
God, living and active, capable to produce faith in its 
hearers, and true and faithful in all its parts.  As such, 
our preaching and teaching aim to be faithful to its 
correct interpretation and is central to our worship of 

God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 
Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  
The Fifth Wednesday in Lent, March 17, 2021 

“Living the New Life in the Light of the Shadow of the Cross” 

Prelude: 

Prelude on 

“Brother James’ 

Air” 

(M. Searle Wright) 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“He Leadeth Me” 
(SBH478) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin  

Pastor (P): Let us continue by confessing our sin. 

Together: 
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners 

confess to You that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and 

that we have sinned against You in thought, word and deed.  

Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy and ask 
You for Christ’s sake, grant us forgiveness of all our sins, and 

by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and 

of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that 

by Your grace we may come to eternal life, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

The Absolution:  

The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Plead my cause, O Lord, with them that strive with me. 

 C: Fight against them that fight against me. Take hold of 

shield and buckler. 

P: And stand up for my help. Draw out also the spear, and stop the 

way against them that persecute me. 

 C: Say to my soul, I am your salvation. 
 (Psalm 35: 1-3) 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Reading of the Passion History V (Page 20) 

“Jesus Condemned To Death” 

The Epistle Lesson: 1 Peter 4: 1-11(NASB) 

 Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also 

with the same purpose, because the one who has suffered in the 
flesh has ceased from sin, 

2 
so as to live the rest of the time in the 

flesh no longer for human lusts, but for the will of God. 
3 

For the time 
already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the 
Gentiles, having pursued a course of indecent behavior, lusts, 
drunkenness, carousing, drinking parties, and wanton idolatries. 

4 
In 

all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them in the same 
excesses of debauchery, and they slander you; 

5 
but they will give an 

account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the 
dead. 

6 
For the gospel has for this purpose been preached even to 

those who are dead, that though they are judged in the flesh as 
people, they may live in the spirit according to the will of God. 

7 
The 

end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober 
spirit for the purpose of prayer. 

8 
Above all, keep fervent in your love 

for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins. 
9 

Be 
hospitable to one another without complaint. 

10 
As each one has 

received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good 
stewards of the multifaceted grace of God. 

11 
Whoever speaks is to 

do so as one who is speaking actual words of God; whoever serves is 
to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; 
so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to 

whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Holy Gospel Lessons: John 14: 15-21 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

 “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. 
16 

I will ask the 
Father, and He will give you another Helper, so that He may be 
with you forever; 

17 the Helper is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him; but you 
know Him because He remains with you and will be in you. 

18 
“I will 

not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you. 
19 

After a little while, 
the world no longer is going to see Me, but you are going to see 
Me; because I live, you also will live. 

20 
On that day you will know 

that I am in My Father, and you are in Me, and I in you. 
21 

The one 
who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves 
Me; and the one who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will 

love him and will reveal Myself to him.” 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 
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The Confession of Faith:  (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from 
eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord:  
who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, bought 
me and freed me from all sins, from death, and from the power of 
the devil; not with silver and gold, but with His holy and precious 
blood, and with His innocent sufferings and death, in order that I 
might be His own, live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in 
everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness;  even as He 

is risen from the dead, and lives and reigns to all eternity. This is 

most certainly true. 

The Special Music 
2:00 Sue Swan—”Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley  
                                                                                          (American Spiritual) 

7:30 Senior Choir—”Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley (arr. Hopson) 

Jesus walked this lonesome valley, 
He had to walk it by himself; 

Oh, nobody else could walk it for him, 
He had to walk it by himself. 

 
We must walk this lonesome valley, 

We have to walk it by ourselves; 
Oh, nobody else can walk it for us, 

We have to walk it by ourselves. 
 

Jesus bore the cross of sorrow; 
He had to bear it by himself; 

Oh, nobody else could bear it for him, 
He had to bear it by himself. 

 
We must take our cross and follow; 

We must take it by ourselves. 
We must take our cross and follow, 

Follow by ourselves. 

The Announcements  

 

 
 

During different seasons 

of the year, we confess 

our faith using Luther’s 

explanation of the 2nd 

Article of the Apostles’ 

Creed, which concerns 

the person and work of 

Jesus.  In it we confess 

who Christ is, and what 

we believe about 

him.  This serves as a 

public witness of our faith, 

as well as personal and 

corporate affirmation of 

the salvation that is ours in 

him. 
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The Sermon Hymn:  

“To Thee, O Lord, The God Of All” (SBH380) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  

“Loving Like Christ in This New Life”  |  1 Peter 4: 1-11 

 

 

 

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 
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The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy king-

dom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us 

this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into tempta-

tion, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen. 
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The Closing Hymn: 

“By Thy Cross, O 

Christ, and Passion” 
(SBH381) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude: 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Bryce C. McMinn| Associate Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorMcMinn@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

David Compel| Digital Outreach Coordinator 
(412) 609-9098 
DavidCompel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Denise Stutzman| Preschool Head Teacher 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 234) 
DeniseStutzman@ruthfred.org 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

 
 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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