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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is  inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 
Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  
The Fifth Wednesday in Lent, March 25, 2020 

“Seek the Peace of the Neighborhood” 

Prelude: 

“Ah, Holy Jesus” 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“Ah, Holy Jesus” 
(SBH85) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin  

Pastor (P): Let us continue by confessing our sin. 

Together: 
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners 

confess to You that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and 

that we have sinned against You in thought, word and deed.  

Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy and ask 
You for Christ’s sake, grant us forgiveness of all our sins, and 

by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and 

of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that 

by Your grace we may come to eternal life, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

The Absolution:  

The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Plead my cause, O Lord, with them that strive with me. 

 C: Fight against them that fight against me. Take hold of 

shield and buckler. 

P: And stand up for my help. Draw out also the spear, and stop the 

way against them that persecute me. 

 C: Say to my soul, I am your salvation. 
 (Psalm 35: 1-3) 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Reading of the Passion History V (Page 20) 

“Jesus Condemned To Death” 

The Lenten Text: (NKJV) 

Jeremiah 29: 1,4,7,10-14: 

Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet 
sent from Jerusalem to the remainder of the elders who were carried 
away captive—to the priests, the prophets, and all the people whom 
Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from Jerusalem to 
Babylon. 
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Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all who were 
carried away captive, whom I have caused to be carried away from 
Jerusalem to Babylon. 
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And seek the peace of the city where I have caused you to be 

carried away captive, and pray to the LORD for it; for in its peace you 
will have peace. 
 
10 

For thus says the LORD: After seventy years are completed at 
Babylon, I will visit you and perform My good word toward you, and 
cause you to return to this place. 

11 
For I know the thoughts that I 

think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, 
to give you a future and a hope. 

12 
Then you will call upon Me and 

go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 
13 

And you will seek Me 
and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. 

14 
I will be 

found by you, says the LORD, and I will bring you back from your 
captivity; I will gather you from all the nations and from all the places 
where I have driven you, says the LORD, and I will bring you to the 
place from which I cause you to be carried away captive. 
 

Jeremiah 33: 3: 

 ‘Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty 
things, which you do not know.’ 
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The Old Testament Lessons: (NASB) 
 Daniel 9: 1-3:  
 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of Median descent, 

who was made king over the kingdom of the Chaldeans— 
2 

in the 
first year of his reign, I, Daniel, observed in the books the number of 

the years which was revealed as the word of the LORD to Jeremiah 
the prophet for the completion of the desolations of Jerusalem, 
namely, seventy years. 

3 
So I gave my attention to the Lord God to 

seek Him by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth and 
ashes. 

  

 Daniel 9: 19: 
 O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and take action! For 

Your own sake, O my God, do not delay, because Your city and Your 

people are called by Your name.” 

The Epistle Lessons: (NASB) 

 Hebrews 7: 25: 
Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to 
God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for 
them. 

 

 Revelation 19: 1: 
 After these things I heard something like a loud voice of a great 

multitude in heaven, saying, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and 
power belong to our God. 
 

 Revelation 19: 5-7: 

 And a voice came from the throne, saying, “Give praise to our God, 
all you His bond-servants, you who fear Him, the small and the 
great.” 

6 
Then I heard something like the voice of a great multitude 

and like the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty 
peals of thunder, saying, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the 
Almighty, reigns. 

7 
Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to 

Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made 
herself ready.”  
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The Holy Gospel Lessons: (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

Luke 22: 39-44: 
 And He came out and proceeded as was His custom to the Mount 

of Olives; and the disciples also followed Him. 
40 

When He arrived at 
the place, He said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into 
temptation.” 

41 
And He withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, 

and He knelt down and began to pray, 
42 

saying, “Father, if You are 
willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be 
done.” 

43 
Now an angel from heaven appeared to Him, 

strengthening Him. 
44 

And being in agony He was praying very 
fervently; and His sweat became like drops of blood, falling down 
upon the ground.  
 

Luke 23: 33-34: 
When they came to the place called The Skull, there they crucified 
Him and the criminals, one on the right and the other on the left. 
34 

But Jesus was saying, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know 

what they are doing.” And they cast lots, dividing up His garments 

among themselves.  

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 



8 

The Confession of Faith:  (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from 
eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord:  
who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, bought 
me and freed me from all sins, from death, and from the power of 
the devil; not with silver and gold, but with His holy and precious 
blood, and with His innocent sufferings and death, in order that I 
might be His own, live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in 
everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness;  even as He 

is risen from the dead, and lives and reigns to all eternity. This is 

most certainly true. 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 

The Special Music 
“Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” 

“There is a Green Hill” 
Vicar Westerbur, euphonium 

Robert Vogel, piano 
 
 

 

During different seasons 

of the year, we confess 

our faith using Luther’s 

explanation of the 2nd 

Article of the Apostles’ 

Creed, which concerns 

the person and work of 

Jesus.  In it we confess 

who Christ is, and what 

we believe about 

him.  This serves as a 

public witness of our faith, 

as well as personal and 

corporate affirmation of 

the salvation that is ours in 

him. 
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The Sermon Hymn:  

“Go To Dark Gethsemane” (SBH78) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  

“Pray”  |  Jeremiah 29: 11-13 

1. God’s command to pray. 

2. God’s promise in prayer. 

3. Joining God’s purposes in prayer. 

4. Jesus’ prayers in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

5. Jesus’ priority prayer on the cross. 

6. Jesus’ prayers of intercession. 

7. Prayer is turned into praise. 

 

 

 

The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy king-

dom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us 
this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into tempta-

tion, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen. 
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The Closing Hymn: 

“What A Friend We 

Have In Jesus” 
(SBH459) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude: 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Westerbur| Vicar (Seminary Intern) 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 231) 
BrianWesterbur@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 860-6270 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Erin Campion  
Preschool Director 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 
 

 
 Ruthfred Lutheran Church  

3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
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