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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 
as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

 

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 

Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  

The First Sunday after Christmas, December 27, 2020 

Prelude: 
 

“In dulci jubilo” 

(J. S. Bach) 

“Vom Himmel 

hoch, da komn’ 

ich her” 

(Johann Pachelbel) 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“What Child Is 
This” 
(SBH48) 
 
(Please stand as we 

join our hearts in 
song) 



4 

We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 41) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the Name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we 

flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 

O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son to 

die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us true 
knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to thy 

Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake forgives 
us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives the power 
to become children of God, and bestows upon them His Holy Spirit.  

The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this O 

Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Your testimonies are very sure. 

 C: Holiness becomes your house, O Lord, forever. Your 

throne is established of old. 

P: Thou art from everlasting. The Lord reigns, he is clothed with 

majesty. 

 C: The Lord is clothed with strength, wherewith he has 
girded himself. 

 (Psalm 93: 1, 2, 5) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 41) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 48) 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

P: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is Latin for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 
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The Hymn of Praise:  

“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” (AMB197) 
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The Collect:  

P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, direct our actions 
according to your good pleasure, that in the Name of your beloved 
Son, we may be made to abound in good works; through the same 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.  

 C: Amen  

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 61: 10-62: 3 (NASB) 

 I will rejoice greatly in the LORD, my soul will be joyful in my God; for 
He has clothed me with garments of salvation, He has wrapped me 
with a robe of righteousness, as a groom puts on a turban, and as a 
bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

11 
For as the earth produces its 

sprouts, and as a garden causes the things sown in it to spring up, so 
the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before 
all the nations. 62 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for 
Jerusalem’s sake I will not keep quiet, until her righteousness goes 
forth like brightness, and her salvation like a torch that is burning. 
2 

The nations will see your righteousness, and all kings your glory; 

and you will be called by a new name which the mouth of the LORD 
will designate. 

3 
You will also be a crown of beauty in the hand of the 

LORD, and a royal headband in the hand of your God. 

The Psalm: Psalm 111: 1-6 (NASB, Read Responsively) 

P: Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with all my heart, in 

the company of the upright and in the assembly. 

C: Great are the works of the Lord; they are studied by all 

who delight in them. 

P: Splendid and majestic is His work, and His righteousness endures 

forever. 

 C: He has made His wonders to be remembered; the Lord is 

gracious and compassionate. 

P: He has given food to those who fear Him; He will remember His 

covenant forever. 

 C: He has made known to His people the power of His 

works, in giving them the heritage of the nations. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 
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The Psalm: Psalm 111 (NASB, Read Responsively) 
P: Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with all my heart, in 
the company of the upright and in the assembly. 
 

C: Great are the works of the Lord; they are studied by all 
who delight in them. 
 

P: Splendid and majestic is His work, and His righteousness endures 
forever. 
 

 C: He has made His wonders to be remembered; the Lord is 
gracious and compassionate. 

 

P: He has given food to those who fear Him; He will remember His 
covenant forever. 
 

 C: He has made known to His people the power of His 
works, in giving them the heritage of the nations. 

 

P: The works of His hands are truth and justice; all His precepts are 

trustworthy. 
 

 C: They are upheld forever and ever; they are performed in 

 truth and uprightness. 
 

P: He has sent redemption to His people; He has ordained His 
covenant forever; Holy and awesome is His name. 
 

 C: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all those 

 who follow His commandments have a good 

 understanding; His praise endures forever. 

The Epistle Lesson: Galatians 4: 4-7 (NASB) 
But when the fullness of the time came, God sent His Son, born of a 
woman, born under the Law, 

5 
so that He might redeem those who 

were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons and 
daughters. 

6 
Because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son 

into our hearts, crying out, “Abba! Father!” 
7 

Therefore you are no 

longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God. 

The Gradual: 

 You are fairer than the children of men. Grace is poured into your 
lips. My heart is stirred with a good word. I speak of the things which 
I have made touching the king. My tongue is the pen of a ready 
writer. Alleluia, alleluia. The Lord reigns, he is clothed with majesty. 
The Lord is clothed with strength, wherewith he has girded himself. 
Alleluia.  

 (Psalm 45: 1-4)  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  
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The Holy Gospel Lesson: Luke 2: 22-40 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 And when the days for their purification according to the law of 
Moses were completed, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to 
present Him to the Lord 

23 
(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, 

“EVERY firstborn MALE THAT OPENS THE WOMB SHALL BE CALLED HOLY 
TO THE LORD”), 

24 
and to offer a sacrifice according to what was 

said in the Law of the Lord, “A PAIR OF TURTLEDOVES OR TWO YOUNG 
PIGEONS.” 

25 
And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 

Simeon; and this man was righteous and devout, looking for the 
consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 

26 
And it 

had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not 
see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 

27 
And he came in 

the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the Law, 

28 
then he 

took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, 
29 

“Now Lord, 
You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, 
According to Your word; 

30 
For my eyes have seen Your salvation, 

31 
Which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

32 
A 

LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, And the glory of Your people 
Israel.” 

33 
And His father and mother were amazed at the things 

which were being said about Him. 
34 

And Simeon blessed them 
and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is appointed for 

the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed— 
35 

and a sword will pierce even your own soul—to the end that 
thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

36 
And there was a 

prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was advanced in years and had lived with her husband 
seven years after her marriage, 

37 
and then as a widow to the age 

of eighty-four. She never left the temple, serving night and day 
with fastings and prayers. 

38 
At that very moment she came up 

and began giving thanks to God, and continued to speak of Him 
to all those who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
39 

And when His parents had completed everything in 

accordance with the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 
their own city of Nazareth. 

40 
Now the Child continued to grow 

and to become strong, increasing in wisdom; and the favor of 

God was upon Him. 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 
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The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 

Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 

the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Special Music 

8:30 Senior Choir—As Lately We Watched (Arr. Kirk) 

11:00 Christy Hinkelman—Mary Had A Baby (arr. Joan Frey Boytim) 

As Lately We Watched  

As lately we watched o’er flocks through the night. 

A star there was seen of such glorious light; 
All through the night, Angels did sing. 
In carols so sweet of the birth of a King. 

  

A King of such beauty was ne’er before seen. 
And Mary, the mother, so like to a queen. 

Blest be the hour, Welcome the morn. 
For Jesus our Savior on earth now is born. 

  

His throne is a manger, His court is a loft. 
But troops of bright angels, in lays sweet and soft. 

Him all proclaim, Our Christ by name, 

And earth, air, and sky are now filled with His fame. 
  

Then shepherds joyful, salute now your King. 
O’er hills and valleys your songs now shall ring. 

Blest be this day, Welcome this morn, 

For Jesus our Savior on earth now is born. Alleluia. 

The Announcements  

The Children’s Object Lesson 



11 

The Sermon Hymn:  

“In The Bleak Mid-Winter” (SBH36) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
 

“Simeon’s Christmas Carol” |  Luke 2: 22-40 
 

Sermon Notes:  

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 
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The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give 

us this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen.   
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The Closing Hymn: 
 

“It Came Upon The Midnight Clear” (SBH23) 

 

The Silent Prayer & Chimes 
 

The Postlude:  
 

“Now Sing We, Now Rejoice” (arr. Paul Manz) 
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Announcements 

The altar flowers are presented by Rich Kleiser in memory of his late wife Janice Perkins Kleiser 
and their 30 years of marriage and also thanking God for allowing him to celebrate his second 

30 years of marriage with Jan Ackerman Kleiser on December 29th. 

Known to be hospitalized: Jack Moore—Jefferson Hospital; Ollie Weifenbach, Sheran Allsopp—

St. Clair Hospital; RJ Pfeiffer—Shadyside Hospital. 

Nursery Today: 8:30—Greta Kelly; 11:00—Claudia Patalong. 

Official Acts: The Christian rite of Baptism shall be bestowed upon Ellie Marie Thomas after the 
11:00 service today. Ellie is the daughter of Lauren (Mikulan) and Christopher Thomas; and also 
the Christian rite of Baptism shall be bestowed upon Clayton Darryl Dunmire on Monday, 
December 28th at 1:30 p.m. Clayton is the son of Stacy and Taylor Dunmire and the great 

grandson of Darryl and Beverly Roussel. 

Official Act: On Wednesday, December 23, 2020, a private funeral and burial service was held for 
Nova Jean Jones, 91, at the Warchol Funeral Home/Cemetery of the Alleghenies. Our pastors 

and congregation extend Christian love and sympathy to Nova’s family. 

Bible Readings for the Week of Sunday December 27th: 

           Sunday, 12/27          Revelation 9-11            Wednesday, 12/30         Revelation 20-21 
           Monday, 12/28        Revelation 12-15          Thursday, 12/31              Revelation 22 

           Tuesday, 12/29        Revelation 16-19 

USED JIGSAW PUZZLES:  Wondering what to do with all the jigsaw puzzles you put together 
during COVID?  The Allegheny County Jail will take them!  For adults, any size.  There will be a 
tote box in the fireside lounge throughout December or you can drop them off at the Kurtz 

house (mudroom under the front door) or arrange with Jill to pick them up.  Thank you! 

City Mission Food Sundays, First Sunday of Every Month: We want to get this service project 

going again.  Some things have changed, the mission no longer picks up food donations, so we 
will need a few volunteers to deliver. COVID has really impacted donations coming in,and when 
we spoke with a woman at the mission, she said they are in desperate need of food for their 
pantry. There is a flyer on the downstairs bulletin board with staple items they can always use. 
No glass please. There will be a box/bin outside the kitchen the first Sunday of the month for 
your donations. If you would like to make a delivery to the mission, please contact Jill or Roger 

Kurtz.  Thank you for remembering those struggling to put food on their tables. 

Attention! No formal Children’s Sunday School TODAY, Sunday, December 27th: To give 
our faithful teachers a Christmas break, no formal classes for children will be held TODAY. 

However, Adult Sunday School WILL take place. If parents wish to attend the adult class, 
there is a place for your child:  
Nursery: will be staffed for ages 3 and under 
Pre-K/Kindergarten Room: Miss Bunny will hold a class for 4-6 year olds 
Fellowship Hall: Grades 1-5 will watch a Christian movie (supervised) 
Grades 6-8: may attend the high school class, the movie, or the adult class 
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Happy 90th Birthday to Cornell Ghise this Thursday, December 31, 2020. Please remember 

him with birthday wishes and prayers. 

2020 Contributions: Financial contributions to be recorded in the year 2020 must be received 
by Thursday, December 31, 2020. Contributions received after December 31st will be recorded 

in 2021. 

The 2021 Flower Chart is now available for your Sunday reservations for altar flowers. It is 

located by the water fountain in the Patterson Road hallway. Sign-up today! 

Pastor’s Fund: Given by Dorothy Kratz in loving memory of Conrad Sr. and their son Conrad Jr. 

on his December 25th birthday. 

Digital Outreach Fund: Given by Bernard and Janet Paterra in loving memory of Nova Jones 

and Dorothy Jacox. 

Thank you for all the beautiful cards and birthday wishes. I am blessed to have such a loving 

church family.  Joyce Alderson  

Congratulations to Ryan Saul who graduated with a Master of Divinity (M.Div.) this month 
from The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. He will be pursuing a Master of Theology 

(Th.M.) in Old Testament at Southern starting this January!  
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 YOUTH NEWS 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There Is NO SWAP tonight! 

 

TNT (9-12 Grade) 

TNT will be at the Church on Tuesday night 7-9pm 

 

FLY Convention 2021 (8-12 Grade) 

Registration for the 2021 FLY Convention in Estes Park (July 5-10) is open. If you would like 

to attend visit  https://www.flyconvention.org to register, the best rate ends in January, so be 

quick. Feel free to contact Brandon with questions/ 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

 

December 20 – SWAP Christmas Party 

July 5-10 – 2021 FLY Convention 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Questions/concerns?   

Contact Brandon Fouks : Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715)-781-6063 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Adult SS Class Today In Large Classroom 

Pastor Carlson continues his adult Sunday School series going through the Gospel of Mark. 
We will listen to Mark tell the story of Jesus to first-century Christians as he explains who Jesus 
is, and what it is like to follow Jesus.  We will also look to see how the form and format which 
Mark uses is so important in articulating Jesus’ message.  This will be a great study to be a part 
of for those who have never read the Gospel of Mark, as well as for those who have studied it 

for a long time.  It will be a wonderful learning experience together! 

Bible in a Year (2021): Join us in reading through the entire Bible in 2021. We will be using 
the YouVersion Bible app for iOS and Android to keep track of progress, learn more about the 
passages, and discuss the passages with discussion questions. A calendar of each day’s 
readings will also be available on the website and in print for those who choose not to use 

the app. Also, chronologically organized Bibles are available at church if you prefer to read a 
paper copy. Please send questions and sign-up by emailing Don Roose at Don Roose @ 

ruthfred.org. 
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This Week At Ruthfred  

Please welcome 
Dr. Elizabeth Etter 

as our guest organist 
 

Today (12/27)  
8:30 a.m.— Worship Service  
9:45 a.m.—Adult Sunday School 

11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

Thursday (12/31) 

HAPPY 90
th

 BIRTHDAY CORNELL GHISE 

Friday (1/1) HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

Sunday (1/3) 
 8:30 a.m.—Communion Service 
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.—Communion Service 
 6:00 p.m.—Communion Service 
 
 

Today we continue to celebrate Christmas—and 

God’s lavish gift of love, Jesus. Welcome! 

Attendance for Last Week: 

Church...153   Sunday School...80 

8:30 Live Stream Participants...89 

Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Bryce C. McMinn| Associate Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorMcMinn@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

David Compel| Digital Outreach Coordinator 
(412) 609-9098 
DavidCompel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Denise Stutzman 
Preschool Head Teacher 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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