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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

 

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 

Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  
The First Sunday in  Advent, November 29, 2020 

 

Prelude: 
 

“Comfort Ye My People” (M. Burkhardt) 

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” (Charles Callahan) 
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The Opening Hymn:  

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (AMB2) 
(Please stand as we join our hearts in song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 15) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the Name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we 

flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 

O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son to 

die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us true 
knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to thy 

Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake forgives 
us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives the power 
to become children of God, and bestows upon them His Holy Spirit.  

The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this O 

Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Unto You, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

 C: O my God, I trust in You; let me not be ashamed. 

P: Let not my enemies triumph over me; yes, let none that wait on 

you be ashamed. 

 C: Show me Your ways, O Lord. Teach me Your paths.  
 (Psalm 25: 1-4) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 18) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace that is from above, and for the salvation of our 

souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

churches of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house, and for them that in faith, piety and fear of 

God offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, pity and defend us, O God, by thy grace. 

 C: Amen. 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is Latin for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 
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The Hymn of Praise:  

“Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” (SBH1) 
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The Collect:  
P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us pray: Stir up, your power, O Lord, and come; that by your 
protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our 
sins, and saved by your mighty deliverance; who lives and reigns 

with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 

 C: Amen  

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 64: 1-9 (NASB) 

 Oh, that You would tear open the heavens and come down, that the 
mountains would quake at Your presence—

2 
As fire kindles 

brushwood, as fire causes water to boil—To make Your name known 
to Your adversaries, that the nations may tremble at Your presence! 
3 

When You did awesome things which we did not expect, you came 
down, the mountains quaked at Your presence. 

4 
For from days of 

old they have not heard or perceived by ear, nor has the eye seen a 
God besides You, who acts in behalf of one who waits for Him. 

5 
You 

meet him who rejoices in doing righteousness, who remembers You 
in Your ways. Behold, You were angry, for we sinned, we continued 
in our sins for a long time; yet shall we be saved? 

6 
For all of us have 

become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like 
a filthy garment; and all of us wither like a leaf, and our 
wrongdoings, like the wind, take us away. 

7 
There is no one who 

calls on Your name, who stirs himself to take hold of You; for You 
have hidden Your face from us and have surrendered us to the 
power of our wrongdoings. 

8 
But now, LORD, You are our Father; we 

are the clay, and You our potter, and all of us are the work of Your 
hand. 

9 
Do not be angry beyond measure, LORD, nor remember 

wrongdoing forever. Behold, please look, all of us are Your people. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 
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The Psalm: Psalm 80: 1-7 (NASB) 

P: Listen, Shepherd of Israel, who leads Joseph like a flock; you who 

are enthroned above the cherubim, shine forth! 

C: Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, awaken Your 

power, and come to save us! 

P: God, restore us and make Your face shine upon us, and we will be 

saved. 

 C: Lord God of armies, how long will You be angry with the 

prayer of Your people? 

P: You have fed them with the bread of tears, and You have made 

them drink tears in large measure. 

 C: You make us an object of contention to our neighbors, and 

our enemies laugh among themselves. God of armies, restore 

us and make Your face shine upon us, and we will be saved. 

The Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1: 3-9 (NASB)  

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

4 
I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God 

which was given you in Christ Jesus, 
5 

that in everything you were 
enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, 

6 
just as the 

testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you, 
7 

so that you are 
not lacking in any gift, as you eagerly await the revelation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

8 
who will also confirm you to the end, blameless 

on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 

God is faithful, through whom 

you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The Gradual 

 Let none that wait on you be ashamed. Show me your ways, O Lord, 
teach me your paths. Alleluia, alleluia. Show us your mercy, O Lord 

and grant us your salvation. Alleluia. (Psalm 25: 1, 3; 85: 7) 

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  
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The Holy Gospel Lesson: Mark 13: 24-37 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 “But in those days, after that tribulation, THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED 
AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, 

25 
AND THE STARS WILL BE FALLING 

from heaven, and the powers that are in the heavens will be 
shaken. 

26 
And then they will see THE SON OF MAN COMING IN CLOUDS 

with great power and glory. 
27 

And then He will send forth the 
angels, and will gather together His elect from the four winds, from 
the end of the earth to the end of heaven. 

28 
“Now learn the 

parable from the fig tree: as soon as its branch has become tender 
and sprouts its leaves, you know that summer is near. 

29 
So you too, 

when you see these things happening, recognize that He is near, 
right at the door. 

30 
Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass 

away until all these things take place. 
31 

Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but My words will not pass away. 

32 
But about that day or 

hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
but the Father alone. 

33 
“Watch out, stay alert; for you do not know 

when the appointed time is. 
34 It is like a man away on a journey, 

who upon leaving his house and putting his slaves in charge, 
assigning to each one his task, also commanded the doorkeeper to 
stay alert. 

35 
Therefore, stay alert—for you do not know when the 

master of the house is coming, whether in the evening, at 
midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning— 

36 
so that 

he does not come suddenly and find you asleep. 
37 

What I say to 

you I say to all: ‘Stay alert!’” 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 
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The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 

Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 

the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Lighting of the First Advent Candle 

The Reading of the Prophecy: Genesis 3: 15 

                         And Fulfillment: Galatians 4: 4 

The Special Music 
8:30 Bell Choir—O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Arr. Hopson) 

11:00 Senior Choir—On A Night Of Wonder (Althouse) 

On a night of wonder, on a night filled with love, 
God will send forth a savior from the heavens above. 

 
Ever meek and humble, born a child, yet a King. 

We shall give Him our praises. Let the angels sing. 
 

Gloria in excelsis, for He shall deliver a son. 

Sing glory to God in the highest, the holy one. 
 

And His name shall be Emmanuel. 

Silent night, holy night. 

The Announcements  

The Children’s Object Lesson 
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The Sermon Hymn:  

“Wake, Awake, For Night Is Flying” (SBH7, 2nd tune) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
 
“The Coming SON of Man”  |  Mark 13: 24-37 
 
 

Sermon Notes:  

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 
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The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom 
come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day 
our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil; For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen.   
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The Closing Hymn: 

“Prepare The Way, O Zion!” (AMB13) 

The Silent Prayer & Chimes 
 

The Postlude:  
 

“Fugue in E Minor” (J. S. Bach) 
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Announcements 

The altar flowers are presented by Andrew and Carol Ausefski on the occasion of their 61st 

wedding anniversary on Saturday, November 28, 2020. 

My Apologies: The altar flowers for last Sunday were presented by Will Charlton and his lovely 

wife Bev. I did not list Bev in the dedication. Paula Mikulan 

Known to be hospitalized: John Stilley is now home; Sheran Allsopp-Concordia of South Hills 

for rehab. 

Nursery Today: 8:30—Greta Kelly; 11:00—Claudia Patalong. 

Bible Readings for the Week of Sunday November 29th: 

           Sunday, 11/29             1 Corinthians 5-8                Thursday, 12/3          2 Corinthians 1-4 
           Monday, 11/30            1 Corinthians 9-11              Friday, 12/4               2 Corinthians 5-9 
           Tuesday, 12/1              1 Corinthians 12-14            Saturday, 12/5          2 Corinthians 10-13 

           Wednesday, 12/2        1 Corinthians 15-16 

2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES: are now in the hall by the elevator. Please pick your envelopes 

up this morning!  

The Christmas Giving Tree beside the elevator is decorated with small red & green envelopes to 
benefit the Adopt-A-Family program. If you can possibly donate a gift card to either Giant Eagle, 
or Shop N Save, Walmart, Aldi’s, Eat ‘N Park, or Target it would help provide food, and possibly a 
nominal gift for a child, this Christmas.  Please then place your envelope in the weekly offering/

collection basket or take it to the office where a decorated bin has been placed for collection. All 

gift cards will be collected on Sunday December 6
th 

and delivered the next day. Thank you! 

The Benevolence Committee will be meeting on Tuesday, December 1st at 7:15 p.m. Special 

presentation by guest speaker Julie Ogburn from Human Coalition. All are welcome. 

The Women’s Ministry Christmas Dinner  has been postponed. 

Giving Tree for Baptist Home: The Giving Tree for the Baptist Home will be set up shortly. 
Please consider giving a Christmas present to one of the residents there. If you have any 

questions, please call Jan Ruzicka at (724) 941-3572. Thank you. 

USED JIGSAW PUZZLES:  Wondering what to do with all the jigsaw puzzles you put together 
during COVID?  The Allegheny County Jail will take them!  For adults, any size.  There will be a 
tote box in the fireside lounge throughout December or you can drop them off at the Kurtz 

house (mudroom under the front door) or arrange with Jill to pick them up.  Thank you! 

Thank You: I would like to thank all who sent me birthday cards for my 91st birthday. It was 
wonderful to hear from so many of my friends from Ruthfred. What a wonderful church family.  

Ray Feller 

Thank You: It was wonderful receiving so many birthday cards for my 92nd birthday. Thank you 

to all! Lee and I belong to such a loving church family. Jim MacManus 
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YOUTH NEWS 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There Is SWAP tonight! 6-7:30pm at the Church!  

 

TNT Fall (9-12 Grade) 
We will be having TNT every Tuesday from 7-9 pm at church. 

 

Questions/concerns?  

Contact Brandon Fouks: Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715)-781-6063 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Adult SS Class Today In Large Classroom 

Pastor Carlson continues his adult Sunday School series.  We will be going through the Gospel 
of Mark. The goal is for this to be a 15-week overview of the whole Gospel which we will 
cover between now and Christmas.  We will listen to Mark tell the story of Jesus to first-century 
Christians as he explains who Jesus is, and what it is like to follow Jesus.  We will also look to 
see how the form and format which Mark uses is so important in articulating Jesus’ 
message.  This will be a great study to be a part of for those who have never read the Gospel 
of Mark, as well as for those who have studied it for a long time.  It will be a wonderful 

learning experience together! 

 

Poinsettia Orders: It’s that time of year! Again we are providing an opportunity 
for you to place a poinsettia plant in memory of or in honor of loved ones to 
decorate our beautiful sanctuary for Christmas. Envelopes are in the pew 
racks.  The cost is $12.50 per plant. Be sure to place your dedication on the 
OUTSIDE of the envelope (don’t forget to put your name on the envelope also) 

and place your cash/check in the envelope and drop it in the collection 
plate. THE LAST DAY TO ORDER POINSETTIAS IS NEXT SUNDAY, 

DECEMBER 6, 2020. 

Pastor’s Fund: Given by Christopher and Marcia Clark in honor of our pastors. 
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This Week At Ruthfred  

Today (11/29) FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT  

8:30 a.m.— Worship Service  
9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 

11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

MONDAY (11/30) 

 9:30 a.m.—JTTW Leaders Meeting 

TUESDAY (12/1) 
 4:00 p.m.—Sr. Confirmation Class 

 7:00 p.m.—Worship Team 

Wednesday (12/2) HERALD MAILING DATE 
 9:45 a.m.—JTTW 
 5:45 p.m.—Children’s Choir 

 6:30 p.m.—Bell Choir 
 6:45 p.m.—JTTW/Kids Club 
 6:45 p.m.—Jr. & Sr. Confirmation Classes 

 7:30 p.m.—Senior Choir 

SUNDAY (12/6) SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 LAST DAY TO ORDER POINSETTIAS 
 8:30 a.m.—Communion Service 
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.—Communion Service 
 6:00 p.m.—Communion Service 
 

 
We begin a new church year today with the first 

Sunday of Advent. We watch for Jesus’ advent, or 
coming, among us: his return on the last day, and his 

presence with us now. Welcome. 

Attendance for Last Week: 
Saturday Even. Service...51 

Church…178   Sunday School...78 

8:30 Live Stream Participants...74 
 
 
 

 

Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Bryce C. McMinn| Associate Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorMcMinn@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

David Compel| Digital Outreach Coordinator 
(412) 609-9098 
DavidCompel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Denise Stutzman 
Preschool Head Teacher 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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