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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town , seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 
 

About Us: 
Since her charter in 1949, Ruthfred Lutheran Church has 
been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is  inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

 

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 

Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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Prelude: 

“Fantasie in C 

Minor” 

(J. S. Bach) 

“Comfort Ye (from 

Messiah)” 
(G. F. Handel) 
Anthony Lucchitti, 

tenor 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“O Come, O 

Come, 
Emmanuel” 
(SBH2 (2nd tune) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 

The Divine Service of the Word  

The First Sunday in Advent, December 2, 2018 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Order for Public Confession (SBH, p. 247) 

Unison: (U): Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all 

desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid, cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy 

Name; through Jesus Christ, thy Son our Lord, Amen. 

P: Let us humbly kneel, and make confession unto God, imploring his 

forgiveness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 U: O God, our heavenly Father, I confess unto thee that I 

have grievously sinned against thee in many ways; not only by 

outward transgressions, but also by secret thoughts and desires 
which I cannot fully understand, but which are all known unto 

thee. I do earnestly repent, and am heartily sorry for these my 

offenses, and I beseech thee of thy great goodness to have 

mercy upon me, and for the sake of thy dear Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to forgive my sins, and graciously to help my 

infirmities. Amen.  
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The Absolution, Admonition & Blessing:   

 P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, hath had mercy upon us, and 
for the sake of the sufferings, death, and resurrection of his dear Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, forgiveth us all our sins. As a Minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare unto you 
who do truly repent and believe in him, the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins. In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Ghost.  

 P: On the other hand, by the same authority, I declare unto the 

impenitent and unbelieving, that so long as they continue in their 
impenitence, God hath not forgiven their sins, and will assuredly visit 
their iniquities upon them, if they turn not from their evil ways, and 
come to true repentance and faith in Christ, ere the day of grace be 

ended. 

 P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Love of God, and the 

Communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. 

  C: Amen 

The Giving of the Peace 

The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Unto You, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

 C: O my God, I trust in You; let me not be ashamed. 

P: Let not my enemies triumph over me; yes, let none that wait on 

you be ashamed. 

 C: Show me Your ways, O Lord. Teach me Your paths.  
 (Psalm 25: 1-4) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction in 
Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins should 
be widely proclaimed in 
the name of Jesus. (See 
also1 John. 1:9). 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  
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The Scripture Readings: Genesis 1: 1-3; 3: 6, 7, 14, 15 (NASB) 

 Numbers 24: 2, 15-17 

 Isaiah 8: 21-22; 9: 2; 11: 1 
 Micah 7: 7-9 

 Malachi 4: 2 

 1 Peter 2: 9-10 

 Revelation 22: 3-5 
Genesis 1: 1-3: 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

2 
The earth 

was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the 
deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the 
waters. 

3 
Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.  

 
 

Genesis 3: 6, 7, 14, 15: 
 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 

was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make 
one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her 
husband with her, and he ate. 

7 
Then the eyes of both of them were 

opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 

leaves together and made themselves loin coverings. 
14 

The LORD 
God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are 
you more than all cattle, and more than every beast of the field; on 
your belly you will go, and dust you will eat all the days of your life; 
15 

and I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 
your seed and her seed; he shall bruise you on the head, and you 
shall bruise him on the heel.” 

 

 Numbers 24: 2, 15-17: 
 

And Balaam lifted up his eyes and saw Israel camping tribe by tribe; 
and the Spirit of God came upon him. 

15 
He took up his discourse 

and said, “The oracle of Balaam the son of Beor, and the oracle of 
the man whose eye is opened, 

16 
the oracle of him who hears the 

words of God, and knows the knowledge of the Most High, who 
sees the vision of the Almighty, falling down, yet having his eyes 
uncovered. 

17 
“I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; a 

star shall come forth from Jacob, a scepter shall rise from Israel, and 

shall crush through the forehead of Moab, and tear down all the 
sons of Sheth. 

 

 Isaiah 8: 21-22: 
 

They will pass through the land hard-pressed and famished, and it 
will turn out that when they are hungry, they will be enraged and 

curse their king and their God as they face upward. 
22 

Then they will 
look to the earth, and behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of 
anguish; and they will be driven away into darkness. 

 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 
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 Isaiah 9: 2: 

 The people who walk in darkness will see a great light; those who 
live in a dark land, the light will shine on them. 

 

 Isaiah 11:1: 

Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from 
his roots will bear fruit. 

 

 Micah 7: 7-9: 
 

But as for me, I will watch expectantly for the LORD; I will wait for the 

God of my salvation. My God will hear me. 
8 

Do not rejoice over me, 

O my enemy. Though I fall I will rise; though I dwell in darkness, the 

LORD is a light for me. 
9 

I will bear the indignation of the LORD 

because I have sinned against Him, until He pleads my case and 

executes justice for me. He will bring me out to the light, and I will 

see His righteousness. 

 Malachi 4: 2: 

 “But for you who fear My name, the sun of righteousness will rise 
with healing in its wings; and you will go forth and skip about like 
calves from the stall.  

 

 1 Peter 2: 9, 10: 
But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A 
PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light; 

10 
for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are 

THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have 

RECEIVED MERCY. 
 

 Revelation 22: 3-5: 
 There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the 

Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him; 
4 

they will 
see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. 

5 
And there 

will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light 
of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine 

them; and they will reign forever and ever. 

The Gradual 

 Let none that wait on you be ashamed. Show me your ways, O Lord, 
teach me your paths. Alleluia, alleluia. Show us your mercy, O Lord 

and grant us your salvation. Alleluia. (Psalm 25: 1, 3; 85: 7) 

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  
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The Holy Gospel Reading: Luke 1: 78-79 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

Because of the tender mercy of our God, with which the Sunrise 
from on high will visit us, 

79 
TO SHINE UPON THOSE WHO SIT IN DARKNESS 

AND THE SHADOW OF DEATH, To guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 

The Confession of Faith: The Nicene Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth, And of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
Begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance 
with the Father, By whom all things were made; Who for us men, 
and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate 
by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, And was made man; And was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried; And the third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures, 
And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the 

Father.  And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick 

and the dead; Whose Kingdom shall have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and 

the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the 
Prophets.  And I believe one Holy Christian and Apostolic Church.  I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins.  And I look for 
the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

The Lighting of the First Advent Candle 

The Reading of the Prophecy: Genesis 3: 15 

                         And Fulfillment: Galatians 4: 4 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 

The Special Music  
11:00: Senior Choir Anthem—E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come (Manz) 

During the Service of Holy 
Communion, we confess 
our faith using the Words 
of the Nicene 
Creed.  Though officially 
adopted a few hundred 
years after Christ’s earthly 
ministry, the Creed 
emphasizes the truths that 
had been taught since the 
time of the Apostles, 
namely, that Christ is both 
fully God and fully 
man.  As such, we are 
assured that in the person 
of Jesus Christ, God 
Himself became like us in 
every way, yet perfect and 
without sin; and shed His 
own Blood and gave His 
own Body in death so that 
we could find in Him 
forgiveness of sin and life 

eternal. 

This creed has been used 
in worship across 

denominational lines. 
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 Senior Choir Anthem 

E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come 

 

Peace be to you and grace from Him 

Who freed us from our sins, 
Who loved us all and shed His blood 

That we might saved be. 

 

Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord, 
The Lord, Almighty God, 

Who was and is and is to come; 

Sing Holy, Holy, Lord! 

 

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, 
Rejoice on earth, ye saints below, 

For Christ is coming, is coming soon, 

For Christ is coming soon! 

 

E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, 
And night shall be no more; 

They need no light nor lamp nor sun, 
For Christ will be their All! 
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The Sermon 

Hymn:  

“Lo, How A Rose 
E’er Blooming”  
(SBH38) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
 

“The Light of Hope is Promised  |  Micah 7: 7-9 
 

Sermon Notes:  

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 

The Offering & Offertory 

 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence“  (Michael Burkhardt) 
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The Service for Communion 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And with thy Spirit. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 

C: It is meet and right so to do. 

P: It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times, and 
in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, 
Everlasting God…Therefore with angels and archangels, and with 
all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious 

Name; ever more praising thee, and saying: 

C: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heaven and earth 

are full of thy glory; Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the 

highest. 

The Words of Institution: 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the night in which he was betrayed, 
took bread, and when he had given thanks, he brake it and gave it 
to his disciples, saying, take, eat; this is my Body which is given for 

you; This do in remembrance of me. 

After the same manner also, he took the cup, when he had supped, 
and, when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, Drink 
ye all of it; this cup is the New Testament in my Blood, which is shed 

for you, and for many, for the remission of sins; this do, as oft as ye 

drink it, in remembrance of me. 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

P: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us 
this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil;  

C: For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen.  

On the first Sunday of each 
month, as well as on other 
special occasions, we have 
the privilege of receiving 
Holy Communion 
together.  We do not 
require membership to 
participate in 
this .  However, we do ask 
that those coming to receive 
Communion would be 
baptized believers in the 
saving work of Jesus Christ, 
who are of confirmation age 
(completed 8th grade), and 
who are in agreement with 
the biblical teaching of 

Christ concerning it. 

We believe and teach that 
Holy Communion is a 
Sacrament in which we 
receive the true body and 
blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in, with and under 
the bread and the wine, 
that it was instituted by 
Christ himself, and that it is 
given to us Christians to eat 

and to drink. 

We believe and teach that 
the benefit for Christians 
receiving Communion is 
expressed in the words 
“given” and “shed for you 
for the forgiveness of 
sins” (See Matthew 26:26-
29).  As described by Martin 
Luther in his Small 
Catechism, these words 
show us that “forgiveness of 
sin, life and salvation" are 

given to us in Communion. 

Luther formulated a list of 
20 questions with 
appropriate responses to 
guide the believer to 
prepare their hearts for 
Communion.  We include a 
selection of those questions 
on the following page for 
the purpose of aiding you in 

the same way. 
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P: The peace of the Lord be with you alway. 

C: And with thy Spirit. 

The Agnus Dei: 
 

C: O Christ thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 

the world, have mercy upon us;  

O Christ thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us; 

O Christ thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, grant us thy peace. Amen. 

The Distribution 
During Communion we shall sing: 

#17 (first tune)—Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
AMB5—Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

 

Do you believe that you 
are a sinner?  

Yes, I believe that I am a 

sinner. 

Are you sorry for your 
sins? 

Yes, I am sorry that I have 

sinned against God. 

Do you desire to be saved?  

Yes, such is my desire. 

In Whom do you trust? 
In my dear Lord, Jesus 

Christ. 

What has Christ done for 
you that you trust in him?  

He died for me and shed 
his blood for me on the 
cross for the forgiveness 

of sins. 

Do you believe that the 
true body and blood of 
Christ are in the 
Sacrament?  

Yes, I believe it. 

What induces you to 
believe this?  

The Word of Christ, “Take, 
eat this is My body; This is 
My blood, drink of it all of 

you.” 

Why ought we to 
remember and proclaim 
His death?  

That we may learn to 
believe that no creature 
could make satisfaction 
for our sins but Christ, 
true God and man; and 
that we may learn to look 
with terror at our sins, 
and to regard them as 
great indeed, and to find 
joy and comfort in Him 
alone, and thus be saved 

through such faith. 

Finally, why do you wish 
to go to receive Holy 
Communion?  

That I may learn to 
believe that Christ died 
for my sin out of great 
love, as before said; and 
that I may also learn from 
Him to love God and my 

neighbor. 
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“Of The Father’s Love 
Begotten” 
(SBH17, 1st tune) 
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“Come, Thou Long-
Expected Jesus” 
(AMB5) 
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18 

The Nunc Dimittis: 

U: Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, accord-

ing to thy word; For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which 

thou hast prepared before the face of all people; A light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and the Glory of thy people Israel. Glory 

be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it 

was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without 

end. Amen. 

The Prayer  

P: O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good. 

C: And his mercy endureth forever 

The Closing Prayer (after which the congregation shall sing “Amen.”) 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C. And with thy spirit 

P: Bless we the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto 

you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
(Numbers 6:24-26) 

 C: Amen 
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The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude:  

“Wake, Awake, For 
Night Is Flying” 
(John Ferguson) 

The Closing Hymn: 

“Comfort, Comfort, 

Ye, My People” 
(SBH12) 
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 Announcements 

The altar flowers are in honor of Fritz and Grace Motzer’s 65th wedding anniversary (12/5) 

with love from their children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

Nursery Today: 8:30—Greta Kelly; during Sunday School—Vickie Hendershot; 11:00—Claudia 

Patalong. 

Known to be hospitalized:  Vic Massack 

Upcoming Wedding: On Saturday, December 15, 2018 at 2:30 p.m., Rebecca Boehme and 

Michael Bittel will exchange wedding vows in the sanctuary of Ruthfred Lutheran Church. 

Official Act: On Monday, November 25, 2018 at 11:00 a.m., funeral services were held for Janet 

Barger in the sanctuary of our church. 

Official Act: Today, after the 11:00 service, the Christian rite of baptism will be bestowed upon 

Milena Turin Rigatti. 

The 2019 Offering Envelopes are available for pick-up on the table by the elevator. 

Poinsettia Orders: It’s that time of year! Again we are providing an opportunity for you to place 
a poinsettia plant in memory of or in honor of loved ones to decorate our beautiful sanctuary 
for Christmas. Envelopes are in the pew racks.  The cost is $12.50 per plant. Be sure to place 
your dedication on the OUTSIDE of the envelope (don’t forget to put your name on the 

envelope also) and place your cash/check in the envelope and drop it in the collection plate. 

THE LAST DAY TO ORDER POINSETTIAS IS NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2018. 

Craft & Sew: will meet on the following days in December: Monday, December 3rd and 

Monday, December 10th. 

Please note that along with our recent new members, George and Nancy McDonald and 

Sharon Robbins have returned to the Pittsburgh area and have reconnected with our church. 

Happy 93rd Birthday to Joyce Alderson on Sunday, December 9, 2018. Please remember 

Joyce with birthday wishes and prayers. 

Thank You: Dear Friends of Ruthfred, I want to thank everyone that sent me birthday wishes. 

God Bless, Lorraine Graham 

Thank You: Thanks for all the prayers, well wishes and cards that I received for my 90th 

birthday. They were all very much appreciated. Jim MacManus 
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For The Month 

Acolytes:  8:30 a.m. 12/2 AJ Dolence 
   11:00 a.m. 12/9 AJ Dolence 
    12/16 Patrick Gold 
    12/23 AJ Dolence 
Christmas Eve  5:00 p.m.    Caleb Cox 
   7:00 p.m.    Zachary Taylor 
   9:00 p.m.    Patrick Gold 

Christmas Morning 10:00 a.m.    Connor Esposito 

    12/30   Patrick Gold 

Crucifers:  8:30 a.m. (12/16)  Meghan Ghise 
   11:00 a.m.    Alea Taylor 
Christmas Eve  5:00 p.m.    Megan Wente 
   7:00 p.m.    Alea Taylor 

   9:00 p.m.    Vivian Russell 

Altar Guild:    Joanne Salvetti 

Counters: 8:30 a.m.   Pete Huwe, Mark Killinger 

  11:00 a.m.    Steven Kratz, Cheri Underwood 

Greeters: 8:30 a.m.   Bill and Sue Rotz 

  11:00 a.m.  Jodie Riley, Rich Rostauscher 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m.   Marc Harrold, John Ruzicka 

     Justin Ruzicka, Sean Ruzicka 

  11:00 a.m.  Mark Hisdorf, Mark Riley 
     John Stilley, Bob Thomas, Kurt Ziegler 
 

 

OUR COMMUNION PRACTICE: Today, we celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion.  
Today, by means of bread and wine, Jesus Christ gives Himself to each communicant.  This is His 
Word and promise.  We accept His Word.  If you are not a member of a Lutheran church, we ask 
you to speak to our pastors at any time about the meaning of Holy Communion and a person’s 
desire to receive it.  When we come to the altar.. we must come with believing and repentant 
hearts.  As we return.. we always bow or kneel in prayer in thanksgiving to 
God for what Jesus Christ has given unto us. We do not practice the 
communion of children who are not instructed and confirmed, but the 
children are encouraged to come to the altar rail for a family blessing. 
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  SUNDAY SCHOOL, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2018 

LARGE CLASS ROOM (Adult) 
Pastor Osier will begin a new series… 

"O Come, O Come Emmanuel!” 
Do you wonder where God is when bad things happen? Do you long to see justice served 

and brokenness fixed?  Do you struggle waiting for God to come to come and right the 
wrongs? So did the Old Testament prophet, Habakkuk.  Join us this Advent season as we see 

from his short book how to faithfully wait for the second coming of our Lord by trusting in 

what he accomplished at his first. 

UPPER ROOM (Adult) 
Eric Wente will begin a new series… 

“Because of Bethlehem—Love is Born, Hope is here” 
In this 4 session series, Max Lucado explores how the One who made everything, chose to 

make himself nothing, coming into our world as our savior. Jesus' birth gives us the promise 
that God is always near us, always for us, and always within us-- and that we no longer need 

to have marks on our record as a result of his sacrifice. All are welcome to join us on this 

journey to Bethlehem.    

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Seminary Professors (AFLBS) and their families’ Christmas Tree is in the Fireplace 
Lounge. Please take a Christmas card, with instructions attached and sign the sheet on the 
clipboard corresponding to the card you selected.  Please purchase a $25.00 gift card for Olive 
Garden, Red Lobster, or Panera for adults and Visa, Amazon, or Target for a child. Please return 
the gift card, along with the activation receipt, in the Christmas card provided and place in the 
offering plate or drop at the church office.  Please DO NOT leave gift cards unattended in the 
lounge.  Deadline to return the cards is TODAY, December 2nd.  Thank you for supporting the 
men and their families who serve in this capacity.  If you have any questions, please contact 

Peggy Cox at (412)298-4826. 

Christmas Giving Opportunity: This Advent season, Ruthfred members have the opportunity 
to help support the Light of Life Mission and their outreach programs. Please select a tag from 
the tree that has been set up in the Lounge and purchase a gift card for the retailer identified 
on the tag (appropriate amounts should be between $5-$25). A collection box has also been 
set up in the lounge for dropping off your cards. The Mission will use these gifts not only at 

Christmas, but also to supplement their other outreach programs as needs arise throughout 
the year.  Please have your cards back to us by Sunday December 9th. If you have any 

questions, please contact Sharon or Eric Maerkle. Thank you! 

BAPTIST HOME CHRISTMAS TREE: Please take a name tag and follow the directions by the 
sign up sheet. The gifts need to be wrapped and returned by December 9th. Please contact 

Jan Ruzicka at (724) 941-3572 if you have any questions. Thank you.  
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IN MEMORY OF JANET BARGER 

Pastor’s Fund 

Given by the Altar Guild members in loving memory of Janet Barger who served the Altar 

Guild for many years. Thanks for her faithful service. 

Jim and Janet Fassbach 

Bernard and Janet Paterra 

Mick and Marlene Nowicki 

Joanne Salvetti 

Caryl Hansen 

Bob and Gladys Reith 

Joyce Bock 

Benevolence Fund 

Andrew and Carol Ausefski 

Current Fund 

Susan Hughes 

Gene and Nancy McCloskey 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

OTHER GIFTS TO OUR CHURCH 

Pastor’s Fund 

Given by Bernard and Janet Paterra in memory of Maggie Hatten. 

Given by Joyce Bock in memory of Maggie Hatten. 

Given by Ralph and Karen Thompson in memory of Bob Peterson. 

Current Fund 

Given by Susan Hughes in memory of Maggie Hatten. 

Benevolence Fund 

Given by Andrew and Carol Ausefski in memory of Maggie Hatten. 

Given by Sharon Barrett, Theresa Lakovic and Natalie Lubarski in memory Robert 
Peterson. 

Music Fund 

Given by Chuck and Virginia DiSalvo in memory of Pearl Milliken, Pat Lutz’s mother. 
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YOUTH NEWS: 

TNT (9-12 Grade) 

Tuesday Nights from 7pm-9pm the high school youth gather at the church. During this time, we 
play games, participate in worship, have a time of Bible study, and spend time growing as a 
community. hope to see you there!! 
 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There IS SWAP tonight!!! SWAP is our weekly get together for 6-8 Graders, during this time we 
play games, have a Bible lesson, and get to know one another as we become a community in 
Christ. 
 
Brunch (9-12 Grade)  
On certain Sundays we host brunch after Church for the youth at the Fouks’ House. Brunch 
typically starts immediately after church, and goes until around 4pm. If you like good food, good 
company, and fun games, brunch is perfect for you.  
 

FLY (8-12 Grade) 
We will once again be attending the Free Lutheran Youth Convention this summer in Estes Park 
Colorado from July 1 to July 6, and it is already almost time to begin the registration process. 
Make sure to keep a sharp eye out for the Ruthfred mailing that will contain all the information 
on what you need to do to register. This year the FLY trip will be open to 8 – 12 grade youth, so 

if you are currently in 7
th

 grade you will be eligible to attend. If you have any questions, 
comments, or concerns please contact Brandon immediately. 

 

 

 Save the Date: 

July 1-6 Work Camp 2018 

Questions/concerns?  

Contact Brandon Fouks: Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715)-781-6063 
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This Week At Ruthfred  

Today (12/2) FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 8:30 a.m.— Communion Service  
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
 Christmas Program Practice during SS 
 11:00 a.m.—Communion Service 
 1:30 p.m.—Women’s Christmas Luncheon 

 6:00 p.m.—Communion Service 

Monday (12/3) 

 9:30 a.m.—Craft & Sew 

 7:00 p.m.—Elders’ Meeting 

Wednesday (12/5) 
 5:45 p.m.—Children’s Choir 
 6:30 p.m.—Bell Choir 
 6:45 p.m.—JTTW/KidsTime 
 6:45 p.m.—Jr. & Sr. Confirmation Classes 

 7:30 p.m.—Senior Choir 

Friday (12/7) 

 6:30 a.m.—Men’s Prayer Group @ Panera’s 

Saturday (12/8)  
 9:00-11:30 a.m.—Christmas Program Practice 

 930 a.m.—Mary 
 

 

A blessed Advent to you! Today as we worship, we 
begin the season of anticipation, hope and 

preparation for the coming Messiah. Welcome. During 
the announcements, please sign the Friendship Pad 

and return it to the center aisle. 

Attendance for Last Week: 

Church...401   Sunday School...118 

Thanksgiving Day…276   JTTW (morn)…67 

JTTW (evening)...65  KidsTime   30 

Avg. Attendance for November: Church..410 SS..115 

Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Adam G. Osier| Assistant Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorOsier@ruthfred.org 
 

Matthew D. Quanbeck| Vicar (Seminary Intern) 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 231) 
mattquanbeck@outlook.com 

 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140  (ext. 222) 
paulamikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Sylvia Armen| Parish Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 
SylviaArmen@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 

 
Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Erin Campion  
Preschool Director 

 
Jen Carlson & Lauren Compel 
Kid’s Time Leaders 
 

 
 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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