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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town , seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that 
the Bible is  inspired by God, living and active, capable 
to produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in 
all its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to 
be faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to 

our worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 
Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 6, 2020 

Prelude: 

“Dawn Hymn” 

(Hovhaness) 

“Humbly, I Adore 

Thee” 

(Titcomb) 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“Just As I Am” 
(SBH370, 2nd tune) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Order for Public Confession (SBH, p. 247) 

Unison: (U): Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all 

desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid, cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy 

Name; through Jesus Christ, thy Son our Lord, Amen. 

P: Let us humbly kneel, and make confession unto God, imploring his 

forgiveness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 U: O God, our heavenly Father, I confess unto thee that I 

have grievously sinned against thee in many ways; not only by 

outward transgressions, but also by secret thoughts and desires 
which I cannot fully understand, but which are all known unto 

thee. I do earnestly repent, and am heartily sorry for these my 

offenses, and I beseech thee of thy great goodness to have 

mercy upon me, and for the sake of thy dear Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to forgive my sins, and graciously to help my 

infirmities. Amen.  
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The Absolution, Admonition & Blessing:   

 P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, hath had mercy upon us, and 
for the sake of the sufferings, death, and resurrection of his dear Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, forgiveth us all our sins. As a Minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare unto you 
who do truly repent and believe in him, the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins. In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Ghost.  

 P: On the other hand, by the same authority, I declare unto the 

impenitent and unbelieving, that so long as they continue in their 
impenitence, God hath not forgiven their sins, and will assuredly visit 
their iniquities upon them, if they turn not from their evil ways, and 
come to true repentance and faith in Christ, ere the day of grace be 

ended. 

 P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Love of God, and the 

Communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. 

  C: Amen 

The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

 P: Have respect to the covenant. 

  C: O let not the oppressed return ashamed. Arise, O  

 God, plead your own cause. 

P: Forget not the voice of your enemies. O God, why have you cut us 
off  forever? 

 

  C: Why does your anger smoke against the sheep of  
 your pasture?  

 (Psalm 74: 1, 20-23) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  
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The Epistle Lesson:  Psalm 32: 1-7 (NASB) 

 How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 
covered! 

2 
How blessed is the man to whom the LORD does not 

impute iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit! 
3 

When I kept 
silent about my sin, my body wasted away through my groaning all 
day long. 

4 
For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; 

my vitality was drained away as with the fever heat of 
summer.  Selah. 5 

I acknowledged my sin to You, and my iniquity 
I did not hide; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD”; 

and You forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah. 6 
Therefore, let everyone 

who is godly pray to You in a time when You may be found; 
surely in a flood of great waters they will not reach him. 

7 
You 

are my hiding place; You preserve me from trouble; You surround 

me with songs of deliverance. Selah. 

The Gradual 

 Have respect to the covenant. O let not the oppressed return 
ashamed. Arise, O God, plead your own cause, forget not the voice 
of your enemies. Alleluia, alleluia. O Lord God of my salvation. I have 

cried day and night before you. Alleluia.  (Psalm 74: 20-21; 88: 1)  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The Holy Gospel Reading: Matthew 18: 1-20 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and said, “Who then is 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 

2 
And He called a child to 

Himself and set him before them, 
3 

and said, “Truly I say to you, 
unless you are converted and become like children, you will not 
enter the kingdom of heaven. 

4 
Whoever then humbles himself as 

this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
5 

And 
whoever receives one such child in My name receives 
Me; 

6 
but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me 

to stumble, it would be better for him to have a heavy millstone 
hung around his neck, and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 
7 

“Woe to the world because of its stumbling blocks! For it is 
inevitable that stumbling blocks come; but woe to that man through 
whom the stumbling block comes! 

8 
“If your hand or your foot causes 

you to stumble, cut it off and throw it from you; it is better for you to 
enter life crippled or lame, than to have two hands or two feet and 
be cast into the eternal fire. 

9 
If your eye causes you to stumble, pluck 

it out and throw it from you. It is better for you to enter life with one 
eye, than to have two eyes and be cast into the fiery hell. 

Continued on next page 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 



7 

The Holy Gospel Reading: Matthew 18: 1-20 (NASB)  continued 
 10 

“See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to 
you that their angels in heaven continually see the face of My Father 
who is in heaven. 

11 
[For the Son of Man has come to save that 

which was lost.] 
12 

“What do you think? If any man has a hundred 

sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the 
ninety-nine on the mountains and go and search for the one that is 
straying? 

13 
If it turns out that he finds it, truly I say to you, he rejoices 

over it more than over the ninety-nine which have not gone 
astray. 

14 
So it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one 

of these little ones perish. 
15 

“If your brother sins, go and show him 
his fault in private; if he listens to you, you have won your 
brother. 

16 
But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with 

you, so that BY THE MOUTH OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES EVERY FACT MAY 
BE CONFIRMED. 

17 
If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; 

and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a 

Gentile and a tax collector. 
18 

Truly I say to you, whatever you bind 
on earth shall have been bound in heaven; and whatever you loose 
on earth shall have been loosed in heaven. 

19 
“Again I say to you, 

that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may 
ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven. 

20 
For 

where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there 
in their midst.” 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 

The Confession of Faith: The Nicene Creed (Confessed in Unison) 
 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth, And of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

Begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance 
with the Father, By whom all things were made; Who for us men, 
and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate 
by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, And was made man; And was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried; And the third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures, 
And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the 
Father.  And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick 

and the dead; Whose Kingdom shall have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the 
Prophets.  And I believe one Holy Christian and Apostolic Church.  I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins.  And I look for 
the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 

During the Service of Holy 
Communion, we confess 
our faith using the Words 
of the Nicene 
Creed.  Though officially 
adopted a few hundred 
years after Christ’s earthly 
ministry, the Creed 
emphasizes the truths that 
had been taught since the 
time of the Apostles, 
namely, that Christ is both 
fully God and fully 
man.  As such, we are 
assured that in the person 
of Jesus Christ, God 
Himself became like us in 
every way, yet perfect and 
without sin; and shed His 
own Blood and gave His 
own Body in death so that 
we could find in Him 
forgiveness of sin and life 

eternal. 

This creed has been used 
in worship across 

denominational lines. 
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The Sermon Hymn:  

“Deck Thyself With Joy and Gladness” (SBH262) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
“Sin Acknowledged, Sin Forgiven”  |  Psalm 32: 1-7 
 

Sermon Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-
in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 

Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 
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The Service for Communion 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And with thy Spirit. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 

C: It is meet and right so to do. 

P: It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times, and 
in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, 
Everlasting God…Therefore with angels and archangels, and with 
all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious 

Name; ever more praising thee, and saying: 

C: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heaven and earth 

are full of thy glory; Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the 

highest. 

The Words of Institution: 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the night in which he was betrayed, 
took bread, and when he had given thanks, he brake it and gave it 
to his disciples, saying, take, eat; this is my Body which is given for 

you; This do in remembrance of me. 

After the same manner also, he took the cup, when he had supped, 
and, when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, Drink 
ye all of it; this cup is the New Testament in my Blood, which is shed 

for you, and for many, for the remission of sins; this do, as oft as ye 

drink it, in remembrance of me. 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

P: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us 
this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil;  

C: For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen.  

On the first Sunday of each 
month, as well as on other 
special occasions, we have 
the privilege of receiving 
Holy Communion 
together.  We do not 
require membership to 
participate in 
this .  However, we do ask 
that those coming to receive 
Communion would be 
baptized believers in the 
saving work of Jesus Christ, 
who are of confirmation age 
(completed 8th grade), and 
who are in agreement with 
the biblical teaching of 

Christ concerning it. 

We believe and teach that 
Holy Communion is a 
Sacrament in which we 
receive the true body and 
blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in, with and under 
the bread and the wine, 
that it was instituted by 
Christ himself, and that it is 
given to us Christians to eat 

and to drink. 

We believe and teach that 
the benefit for Christians 
receiving Communion is 
expressed in the words 
“given” and “shed for you 
for the forgiveness of 
sins” (See Matthew 26:26-
29).  As described by Martin 
Luther in his Small 
Catechism, these words 
show us that “forgiveness of 
sin, life and salvation" are 

given to us in Communion. 

Luther formulated a list of 
20 questions with 
appropriate responses to 
guide the believer to 
prepare their hearts for 
Communion.  We include a 
selection of those questions 
on the following page for 
the purpose of aiding you in 

the same way. 
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P: The peace of the Lord be with you alway. 

C: And with thy Spirit. 

The Agnus Dei: 

C: O Christ thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 

the world, have mercy upon us;  

O Christ thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us; 

O Christ thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, grant us thy peace. Amen. 

The Distribution 
During Communion: 

Sue Swan, soloist 
 

Do you believe that you 
are a sinner?  

Yes, I believe that I am a 

sinner. 

Are you sorry for your 
sins? 

Yes, I am sorry that I have 

sinned against God. 

Do you desire to be saved?  

Yes, such is my desire. 

In Whom do you trust? 
In my dear Lord, Jesus 

Christ. 

What has Christ done for 
you that you trust in him?  

He died for me and shed 
his blood for me on the 
cross for the forgiveness 

of sins. 

Do you believe that the 
true body and blood of 
Christ are in the 
Sacrament?  

Yes, I believe it. 

What induces you to 
believe this?  

The Word of Christ, “Take, 
eat this is My body; This is 
My blood, drink of it all of 

you.” 

Why ought we to 
remember and proclaim 
His death?  

That we may learn to 
believe that no creature 
could make satisfaction 
for our sins but Christ, 
true God and man; and 
that we may learn to look 
with terror at our sins, 
and to regard them as 
great indeed, and to find 
joy and comfort in Him 
alone, and thus be saved 

through such faith. 

Finally, why do you wish 
to go to receive Holy 
Communion?  

That I may learn to 
believe that Christ died 
for my sin out of great 
love, as before said; and 
that I may also learn from 
Him to love God and my 

neighbor. 
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The Nunc Dimittis: 

U: Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, accord-

ing to thy word; For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which 

thou hast prepared before the face of all people; A light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and the Glory of thy people Israel. Glory 

be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it 

was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without 

end. Amen. 

The Prayer  

P: O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good. 

C: And his mercy endureth forever 

The Closing Prayer (after which the congregation shall sing “Amen.”) 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C. And with thy spirit 

P: Bless we the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto 

you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
(Numbers 6:24-26) 

 C: Amen 
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The Closing Hymn: 

“According To Thy 

Gracious Word”  

(SBH266) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude:  

“O God, Our Help In 

Ages Past” 
(Matthews) 
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Announcements 

The altar flowers are presented by Susan Hughes in gratitude to Almighty God for Jesus’ work 

and gift of salvation, abundant life now and eternal life to come and in memory of Lee Hughes. 

Known to be hospitalized: Sheran Allsopp—St. Clair Hospital; Erna Jochum is now in skilled 
nursing care at Concordia; Bob Baxendell is at Concordia; Timmie Langkamp is now home. Bob 

Thomas—hospice care at home.  

Bible Readings for the Week of Sunday September 6th: 

           Sunday, 9/6            Ezekiel 25-27              Thursday, 9/10          Ezekiel 37-39 
           Monday, 9/7          Ezekiel 28-30               Friday, 9/11               Ezekiel 40-42 
           Tuesday, 9/8          Ezekiel 31-33               Saturday, 9/12          Ezekiel 43-45 

           Wednesday, 9/9    Ezekiel 34-36 

Digital Friendship Folder: A digital friendship folder can be found and filled out online at 

friendshipfolder.ruthfred.org. The form can be completed anytime on Sunday after 8am.  

Souper September: We are again this year going to hold our annual “Souper” September soup 
drive in memory of Pastor Dennis.  This year’s donations will benefit S.H.I.M., South Hills 
Interfaith Movement located in Bethel Park.  Any type of soup will be accepted, but they are 
especially in need of low-sodium soups.  The container where you may place your donations is 
located outside of the kitchen.   The last day to drop off will be Sunday 9/27.  If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact Carol Ward at (412) 559-2592 or 

wardmailbox1@gmail.com.  Thank you!   

Bob Christman has moved to North Carolina to be with Lorraine. Here is his new address: 
3601B Wildflower Drive, Greensboro, NC 27410. His cell number is (412) 835-1962 (same 

number as his former number). 

Sunday School:  Next Sunday, September 13th, Sunday School will return for children age 2 

through high school. Our classes are small, and the teachers have planned where children will 
sit to allow proper distancing. Parents of children age 2- grade 8 should receive letters by mail 
this week with more details. Any questions, contact Barb Harrold, brharrold@comcast.net or 

Pastor McMinn.  

XYZ will meet in the fellowship hall on Friday, September 25th at 12:00 noon.  A great 
luncheon will be made by our own Peggy Cox and our guest speaker is Carol Chernega who 
will speak to us about Literary English Gardens.  You won't want to miss this.  Be sure to sign 
up on the list outside Pat's office or call Pat at (412) 835-7140 to make a reservation.  Finally an 
event that you can attend and enjoy a great meal and a terrific speaker.  Hope to see you 

there!  

Prayers please! Please be in pray for Joan Morton as she awaits her second knee replacement 

surgery next Tuesday, September 15th.  

http://friendshipfolder.ruthfred.org/
mailto:brharrold@comcast.net


15 

Adult SS Class Today In The Fellowship Hall 

Paul's letters to the Thessalonians weren't written JUST FOR THEM! God miraculously 

preserved those portions of Scripture for nearly 2,000 years FOR YOU AND FOR RUTHFRED. He 
knew that in August of 2020, we'd face challenges and dangers like the Thessalonians faced. 
Despite those challenges and dangers, "the Word of the Lord sounded forth" from them. That's 

true of Ruthfred today.  

This week Pastor McMinn concludes his 4-week study of 1st & 2nd Thessalonians. God's Word, 
through Paul, is as much for Ruthfred today as it was for our brothers and sisters in 
Thessalonica back then. "So what?" you ask? "What does Thessalonians have to do with me?" 

Come. Find out.  

Next Sunday, September 13, 2020 

Pastor Carlson will be starting a new adult Sunday School series.  We will be going through the 
Gospel of Mark. The goal is for this to be a 15-week overview of the whole Gospel which we 
will cover between now and Christmas.  We will listen to Mark tell the story of Jesus to first-

century Christians as he explains who Jesus is, and what it is like to follow Jesus.  We will also 
look to see how the form and format which Mark uses is so important in articulating Jesus’ 
message.  This will be a great study to be a part of for those who have never read the Gospel of 
Mark, as well as for those who have studied it for a long time.  It will be a wonderful learning 
experience together! 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Thank You: It is with humble gratitude and sincere appreciation that I wish to thank everyone 

for their kind notes upon my retirement. God’s blessings to you all… Jim Grimm 

Morning JTTW will begin September 16th through December 2, 2020 from 9:45—11:45: 
Our study this year will be “The Book of Daniel”. We will look to Daniel as an example of 
honesty, integrity and loyalty while living in a world where much of our culture has chosen a 
different path. Also: A glimpse of history, past, present and future as given to Daniel by God. 

Everyone is welcome. 

Benevolence Fund: Given by the Vogel family in loving memory of Linda J. Vogel who went 

to be with the Lord September 3, 2004. 

Organ Fund: Given by friends in Christ in memory of Linda Vogel. 

Current Fund: Given by Judith Dixon and Cori Powell in memory of Pearl Weifenbach. 
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For The Month 

Acolytes:  8:30 a.m.   Layton Cameron
   11:00 a.m.   Noah McMinn 
     

Crucifers: 8:30 a.m. 9/13   Amanda Sperandio 
  8:30 a.m. 9/27   Emma Bianco 
  11:00 a.m.9/20   Heidi Miller 

     

Altar Guild:    Eileen Bernish 

Counters: 8:30 a.m.   Becky Evans, Mark Arelt 
  11:00 a.m.   Will Charlton, Nathan Donolo 

 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m.   Bernard Paterra, John Ruzicka 
     Chris Wellington 
 
   11:00 a.m.  Mark Riley, Mark Sheatsley 

     Kurt Ziegler, Zachary Taylor 

 

 

OUR COMMUNION PRACTICE: Today, we celebrate the sacrament of Holy 
Communion.  Today, by means of bread and wine, Jesus Christ gives 
Himself to each communicant.  This is His Word and promise.  We accept His 
Word.  If you are not a member of a Lutheran church, we ask you to speak 
to our pastors at any time about the meaning of Holy Communion and a 
person’s desire to receive it.  When we come to the altar.. we must come with 
believing and repentant hearts.  As we return.. we always bow or kneel in prayer in 

thanksgiving to God for what Jesus Christ has given unto us. We do not practice the 
communion of children who are not instructed and confirmed, but the children are encouraged 

to come to the altar rail for a family blessing. 
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YOUTH NEWS 

 

Covid 19 

All of our youth events will observe the current guidelines set by local government in dealing 

with the current covid-19 situation. Most activities this summer will look different than previous 

years as we try to keep some sense of normalcy while also exercising an appropriate amount of 

caution. 

 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There Is SWAP tonight 6-7:30pm at church. If the weather is nice we will meet in the field, if the 

weather is poor we will meet in the fellowship hall. 

 

TNT (9-12 Grade) 

We will be having TNT every Tuesday from 7-9pm. Please make sure to bring a mask. This week’s 

TNT will be at church. Tune into the TNT remind app to get the details. 

Family Fall Festival 

The Cox Family has once again opened their farm to the youth and their families for our annual 

fall festival.  The Festival will be taking place on October 24th at the Farm from 1-7 p.m. More 

info to follow. 

 

Questions/concerns?   

Contact Brandon Fouks : Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715) 781-6063 
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GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk alongside you through 
one of life’s most difficult experiences. You don’t have to go through the grieving 
process alone. 

Widowed? Help is here and hope is possible 

Do you dread the lonely days and nights? Wonder what to do with your spouse’s 

belongings? Feel like your brain is in a fog? Unsure of how you’ll go on? 

At a Loss of a Spouse seminar you’ll discover: 

• Other people understand and have found ways to make it through 

• Why it won’t always hurt so much 

• Reasons for hope 

• Practical tips for coping with the death of a spouse 

What to expect at the event 

A Loss of a Spouse seminar lasts about two hours. Here’s what to expect: 

• Video seminar: You’ll view a 35-minute video with encouraging, practical advice from 

counselors, pastors, and widowed men and women. 

• Sharing time: Then you’ll get to talk with other widowed people about what you learned 

 from the video. (There’s no pressure to share!) 

• A guide to bring home: Everyone receives a booklet with more than 30 short readings on 

 how to live with grief and eventually rebuild your life. 

 

Join us for this one-night seminar at Ruthfred on Monday, September 28, at 7 
p.m.  Please register by September 21 with Pastor McMinn at (412) 835-7140 
X226, or pastormcminn@ruthfred.org.  Group size will be limited to 12 and 

social distancing will be practiced.   

Contact Jill or Roger Kurtz with any questions.  



19 

This Week At Ruthfred  

Today (9/6)  

 8:30 a.m.—Communion Service  
 9:45 a.m.—Adult Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.—Communion Service 

 6:00 p.m.—Communion Service 

Monday (9/7) LABOR DAY 

 CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

Tuesday (9/8) 
 4:00 p.m.—Sr. Confirmation Class 
 7:00 p.m.—Preschool Parent Meeting 

 7:00 p.m.—Worship Team 

Wednesday (9/9) 

 9:00 a.m.--First day of Preschool 
 5:45 p.m.—Children’s Choir 
 6:30 p.m.—Parent/Student Orientation Meeting 
                      (Jr. & Sr. Confirmation Classes) 
 6:30 p.m.—Bell Choir 

 7:30 p.m.—Senior Choir 

Thursday (9/10) 
 10:00 a.m.—Knit Wits 

 7:00 p.m.—Finance Committee Meeting 

Saturday (9/12) 

 9:30 a.m.—Mary Bible Study 

Sunday (9/13) 
 8:30 a.m.—Worship Service 
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
 PROMOTION 
 SUNDAY SCHOOL KICKOFF 
 11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 
  
  

The psalmist declares that “the Lord takes pleasure in 
his people” (Psalm 149:4, ESV). As we gather before 
God who delights in us, may we also delight in God. 

Welcome. 
 

Church...181 
Number of views...502 

Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Bryce C. McMinn| Associate Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorMcMinn@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

David Compel| Digital Outreach Coordinator 
(412) 609-9098 
DavidCompel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 

Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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