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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

 

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 
Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  
Mother’s Day 

The Fourth Sunday after Easter, May 10, 2020 

Prelude: 

“Fantasie in G” 

(J. S. Bach) 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“Glorious Things 

Of Thee Are 

Spoken”  
(SBH152, 2nd tune) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 15) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the 

Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore 
we flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 
O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son 

to die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us 

true knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to 
thy Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake 
forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives 
the power to become children of God, and bestows upon them His 
Holy Spirit.  The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this O Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Christ is Risen. 

 C: He is Risen indeed and is coming again. 

P: O sing unto the Lord a new song, alleluia: 

 C: For he has done marvelous things, alleluia. The Lord has 

made known his salvation: 

P: His righteousness has he openly showed in the sight of the 

heathen. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 C: His right hand, and his holy arm has gotten him the 

victory. (Psalm  98: 1-2) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 18) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace that is from above, and for the salvation of our 

souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

churches of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house, and for them that in faith, piety and fear of 

God offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, pity and defend us, O God, by thy grace. 

 C: Amen. 

 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is from the 
Greek word for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 
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The Collect:  

P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us continue to pray:  O God, who makes the minds of the 
faithful to be of one will. Grant unto your people that they may love 
what you command, and desire what you do promise; that, among 
the manifold changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed where 
true joys are to be found; through your Son,  Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Ghost, one God, world 

without end. 

C: Amen  

The Old Testament Lesson: Ruth 1: 1-22 (NASB) 

Now it came about in the days when the judges governed, that 

there was a famine in the land. And a certain man of Bethlehem in 
Judah went to sojourn in the land of Moab with his wife and his two 
sons. 

2 
The name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his 

wife, Naomi; and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and 
Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehem in Judah. Now they entered the 
land of Moab and remained there. 

3 
Then Elimelech, Naomi’s 

husband, died; and she was left with her two sons. 
4 

They took for 
themselves Moabite women as wives; the name of the one was 
Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. And they lived there about 
ten years. 

5 
Then both Mahlon and Chilion also died, and the woman 

was bereft of her two children and her husband. 
6 

Then she arose 

with her daughters-in-law that she might return from the land of 
Moab, for she had heard in the land of Moab that the LORD had 
visited His people in giving them food. 

7 
So she departed from the 

place where she was, and her two daughters-in-law with her; and 
they went on the way to return to the land of Judah. 

8 
And Naomi 

said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return each of you to her 
mother’s house. May the LORD deal kindly with you as you have dealt 
with the dead and with me. 

9 
May the LORD grant that you may find 

rest, each in the house of her husband.” Then she kissed them, and 
they lifted up their voices and wept. 

10 
And they said to her, “No, but 

we will surely return with you to your people.” 
11 

But Naomi said, 
“Return, my daughters. Why should you go with me? Have I yet sons 
in my womb, that they may be your husbands? 

12 
Return, my 

daughters! Go, for I am too old to have a husband. If I said I have 
hope, if I should even have a husband tonight and also bear sons, 
13 

would you therefore wait until they were grown? Would you 
therefore refrain from marrying? No, my daughters; for it is harder 
for me than for you, for the hand of the LORD has gone forth against 
me.”  

Continued on next page 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 
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 The Old Testament Lesson: (continued) 

 
14 

And they lifted up their voices and wept again; and Orpah kissed 
her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. 

15 
Then she said, “Behold, 

your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and her gods; return 
after your sister-in-law.” 

16 
But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave 

you or turn back from following you; for where you go, I will go, and 
where you lodge, I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and 
your God, my God. 

17 
Where you die, I will die, and there I will be 

buried. Thus may the LORD do to me, and worse, if anything but 
death parts you and me.” 

18 
When she saw that she was determined 

to go with her, she said no more to her. 
19 

So they both went until 
they came to Bethlehem. And when they had come to Bethlehem, 
all the city was stirred because of them, and the women said, “Is this 
Naomi?” 

20 
She said to them, “Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, 

for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me. 
21 

I went out full, but 
the LORD has brought me back empty. Why do you call me Naomi, 
since the LORD has witnessed against me and the Almighty has 
afflicted me?” 

22 
So Naomi returned, and with her Ruth the 

Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, who returned from the land of 
Moab. And they came to Bethlehem at the beginning of barley 

harvest. 

The Psalm:  Psalm 111: 1-6 (NASB) 

P: Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with all my heart, in 

the company of the upright and in  the assembly. 

C: Great are the works of the Lord; They are studied by all 

who delight in them. 

P: Splendid and majestic is His work, and His righteousness endures 

forever. 

 C: He has made His wonders to be remembered; the Lord is 

 gracious and compassionate. 

P: He has given food to those who fear Him; He will remember His 

covenant forever. 

 C: He has made known to His people the power of His 

 works, in giving them the heritage of the nations.  
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The Epistle Lesson: 2 Timothy 1: 1-12 (NASB)  

 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, according to the 
promise of life in Christ Jesus, 

2 
To Timothy, my beloved son: Grace, 

mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
3 

I 
thank God, whom I serve with a clear conscience the way my 

forefathers did, as I constantly remember you in my prayers night 
and day, 

4 
longing to see you, even as I recall your tears, so that I may 

be filled with joy. 
5 

For I am mindful of the sincere faith within you, 
which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, 
and I am sure that it is in you as well. 

6 
For this reason I remind you to 

kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of 
my hands. 

7 
For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of 

power and love and discipline. 
8 

Therefore do not be ashamed of the 
testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in 
suffering for the gospel according to the power of God, 

9 
who has 

saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our 

works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was 
granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity, 

10 
but now has been 

revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished 
death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, 
11 

for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle and a 
teacher. 

12 
For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not 

ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that 

He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day.  

The Gradual: 

Alleluia, alleluia. The right hand of the Lord is exalted. The right hand 
of the Lord is mighty. Alleluia. Christ, being raised from the dead, 
dies no more. Death has no more dominion over him. Alleluia.  
(Psalm 118: 16; Romans 6: 9)  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  
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The Holy Gospel Lesson: Luke 1: 39-45 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

 Now at this time Mary arose and went in a hurry to the hill country, 
to a city of Judah, 

40 
and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted 

Elizabeth. 
41 

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped 
in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 

42 
And she 

cried out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 

43 
And how has it 

happened to me, that the mother of my Lord would come to me? 
44 

For behold, when the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the 
baby leaped in my womb for joy. 

45 
And blessed is she who believed 

that there would be a fulfillment of what had been spoken to her by 

the Lord.” 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 
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The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; The third 

day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 
the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 

The Children’s Object Lesson 

The Special Music  

Elias, Asher and Isaiah Manzo—”Fear Not For Tomorrow” (Natalie Sleeth) 

Fear not for tomorrow and what it may bring, 
But trust in the Lord and obey 

In joy or in sorrow, in everything good thing 

The Lord will not lead you astray 

God will take care of you, go everywhere with you 
Always be there with you day by day 

God will provide for you, be as a guide for you 

Lovingly show you the way 

Fear not for tomorrow but lift up your voice 
In anthems of glorious praise 

Give thanks for your blessings and truly rejoice 

For God will be with you always 

God will take care of you, go everywhere with you 
Always be there with you day by day 

God will provide for you, be as a guide for you 
Lovingly show you the way 

The Apostles’ Creed is a 
statement of Christian 
belief used since the early 
Church.  It’s not specific to 
any one Christian denomi-
nation, but used by the 
Church as a whole.  We 
choose to confess it to-
gether as a unified re-
minder of what we be-
lieve to be true about 
God, and His caring ser-
vice to us. 
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The Sermon 

Hymn:  

“Now Thank We 

All Our God”  

(SBH443) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
 

“Tracing the Storyline of God’s Redeeming Love  
          in the Shadows of Uncertainty”                                      Ruth 1: 1-22 

 

 

 

 

The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy king-

dom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us 

this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen. 
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The Closing Hymn: 

 
“Love Divine, All 

Loves Excelling” 
(SBH397, 1st tune) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude:  

“Love Divine, All 
Loves Excelling” 
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  Announcements 

Congratulations to David and Julie Battiste upon the birth of their daughter, Ella Elizabeth 

on Tuesday, May 5, 2020. Congrats also to big brothers Tyler and Nolan.  

Official Act: Today after the worship service, the Christian rite of baptism will be bestowed 

upon Elliott Alan Harrold, son of Ian and Julie Harrold. 

Bible Readings for the Week of Sunday, May 10th: 

         Sunday, 5/10              2 Chronicles 2-5                      Thursday, 5/14          1 Chronicles 18-20 
         Monday, 5/11            2Chronicles 6-8                       Friday, 5/15                  1 Chronicles 21-24 
         Tuesday, 5/12            2 Chronicles 9-12                    Saturday, 5/16           1 Chronicles 25-27  

         Wednesday, 5/13      2 Chronicles 13-17 

Your Offering Via eGiving: We know that supporting Ruthfred is important to you.  Our work 
supporting members and our community will not stop because of this public health challenge. 
We wanted to let you know that even though we cannot hold services at this time you may still 
support the work we are doing by using eGiving on our website.  Simply go to our home page, 

click on the “Give” box on the upper right side of the page and fill in the online donation form. 
We will weather this together, even if we’re not all in services.  We appreciate your giving, and 
we do important work with members’ generosity.  As we alter the way we operate, please 

consider making a gift via eGiving. 

Pastor’s Fund: Given by Mick and Marlene Nowicki in memory of Harry Fjaere. 

Pastor’s Fund: Given by Jim and Lee MacManus in memory of Ken Crowley’s brother-in-law 

Michael King. 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH NEWS 

Work Camp 2020 (9-12Grade) 

Registration for Work camp is due! We are pleased to announce that on July 12-July 17, 2020 
we will be traveling to Warrensburg NY. While they are there, kids will participate in various 
service projects to assist people in the community struggling with poverty. This trip will be open 
to youth in grades 9-12, look for the registration packets outside the youth office. 

Questions/concerns?  

Contact Brandon Fouks: Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715)-781-6063 
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ON MOTHER’S DAY… 

 To those who gave birth this year to their first child—we celebrate with you. 

 To those who lost a child this year—we mourn with you. 

 To those who are in the trenches with little ones every day and wear the badge of foods 

stains—we appreciate you. 

 To those who experienced loss this year through miscarriage, failed adoptions, or running 

away—we mourn with you. 

 To those who walk the hard path of infertility, fraught with the pokes, prods, tears, and  

 disappointment—we walk with you. Forgive us when we say foolish things. We don’t mean 

to make this harder than it is. 

 To those who are foster moms, mentor moms, and spiritual moms—we need you. 

 To those who have warm and close relationships with your children—we celebrate with you. 

 To those who have disappointment, heartache, and distance with your children—we both 

lament and hope with you. 

 To those who lost their mothers this year—we grieve with you. 

 To those who experience abuse at the hands of your own mother—we pray with you for 

healing. 

 To those who lived through driving tests, medical tests, and the overall testing of  

 motherhood—we are better for having you in our midst. 

 To those who will have emptier nests in the upcoming year—we grieve and rejoice with you. 

 And to those who are pregnant with new life, both expected and surprising—we anticipate 

with you. 

 

This Mother’s Day, we walk with all of you. Together rejoicing in the joys of this life, sorrowing in 

the trials, trusting in the mercy of Christ, and hoping in the resurrection to come upon Christ’s 

return. 
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 Visiting with us?  
 

Please use this tear-off section to 

help us get to know a little bit 

about you and how we may best 

serve you. 

 

If you have a specific concern or 

prayer request, please use the 

space on the other side of this 

fold. 

 
Date: 

___________________________ 
Name: 

___________________________ 
Children: 

___________________________ 
Address: 

 

 

___________________________ 
Phone (indicate home, cell, etc.) 

___________________________ 
Email: 

___________________________ 

 

I am a/an: 

     1st-Time Visitor 

     2nd-Time Visitor 

     Out-of-Town Visitor  

     Regular Attendee  

 

I would like to learn more about: 

     What It Means To Be a Christian  

     Church Membership 

     Ruthfred’s Ministries or Groups 

     Ways To Share My Gifts 

Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

David Compel| Digital Outreach Coordinator 
(412) 609-9098 
DavidCompel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Erin Campion  
Preschool Director 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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