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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 

Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  
The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost, June 28, 2020 

Prelude: 

“Morning Song’” 

(Flor Peeters) 

“Aria” 

(Flor Peeters) 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“He Leadeth Me”  
(SBH478) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 41) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the 

Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore 
we flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 
O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son 

to die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us 

true knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to 
thy Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake 
forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives 
the power to become children of God, and bestows upon them His 
Holy Spirit.  The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this O Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: You turn unto me and have mercy upon me. 

 C: For I am desolate and afflicted. Look upon my affliction 

and my pain. 

P: And forgive all my sins. Unto you, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

 C: O my God, I trust in you let me not be ashamed.  
 (Psalm 25: 1-2, 16-18) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 41) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 48) 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

P: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is from the 
Greek word for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 
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The Hymn of 

Praise:  

“Praise God, From 

Whom All 
Blessings Flow”  
(SBH602) 
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The Collect:  

P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us pray: O God, the protector of all that trust in you, without 
whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy. Increase and multiply upon us 
your mercy, that, you being our ruler and guide, we may so pass 
through things temporal, that we finally lose not the things eternal; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.  

 C: Amen  

The Old Testament Lesson: Ezekiel 36: 22-30 (NASB) 

 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “It is not 
for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for My holy 
name, which you have profaned among the nations where you went. 
23 

I will vindicate the holiness of My great name which has been pro-
faned among the nations, which you have profaned in their midst. 
Then the nations will know that I am the LORD,” declares the Lord GOD, 
“when I prove Myself holy among you in their sight. 

24 
For I will take 

you from the nations, gather you from all the lands and bring you into 
your own land. 

25 
Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will 

be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your 
idols. 

26 
Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit with-

in you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give 
you a heart of flesh. 

27 
I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to 

walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances. 
28 

You will live in the land that I gave to your forefathers; so you will be 
My people, and I will be your God. 

29 
Moreover, I will save you from all 

your uncleanness; and I will call for the grain and multiply it, and I will 
not bring a famine on you. 

30 
I will multiply the fruit of the tree and the 

produce of the field, so that you will not receive again the disgrace of 
famine among the nations.  

 

 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 
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The Psalm:  Psalm 25: 4-7 (NASB) 

P:Make me know Your ways, O Lord; teach me Your paths. 

C: Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God 

of my salvation; for You I wait all the day. 

P: Remember, O Lord, Your compassion and Your lovingkindnesses, 

for they have been from of old. 

 C: Do not remember the sins of my youth or my 

 transgressions; according to Your lovingkindness 

 remember me, for Your goodness’ sake, O Lord. 

The Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 4: 17-24 (NASB)  

 So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no 
longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, 
18 

being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of 

God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the 
hardness of their heart; 

19 
and they, having become callous, have 

given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of 
impurity with greediness. 

20 
But you did not learn Christ in this way, 

21 
if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just 

as truth is in Jesus, 
22 

that, in reference to your former manner of life, 
you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance 
with the lusts of deceit, 

23 
and that you be renewed in the spirit of 

your mind, 
24 

and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God 

has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. 

The Gradual 

 Cast your burden upon the Lord and he shall sustain you. I will call 
upon God; and the Lord shall save me. He has delivered by soul in 
peace. Alleluia, alleluia. I will love you, O Lord, my strength. The Lord 
is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer. Alleluia.  

 (Psalm 55: 16, 18, 22; 18: 1-2) 

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  
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The Holy Gospel Lesson: Matthew 16: 24-28 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, 
he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. 

25 
For 

whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life 
for My sake will find it. 

26 
For what will it profit a man if he gains the 

whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in 
exchange for his soul? 

27 
For the Son of Man is going to come in the 

glory of His Father with His angels, and WILL THEN REPAY EVERY MAN 
ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS. 

28 
“Truly I say to you, there are some of those 

who are standing here who will not taste death until they see the 

Son of Man coming in His kingdom.” 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 

The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 
And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; The third 
day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 

the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 

The Special Music  
8:30 & 11:00 —Holy Art Thou (Largo) - Handel/Orem, Kingsmill 

Peggy Arelt & Bob Vogel, piano 

Holy art Thou, Lord God Almighty, 
Who wert and art, and art to come. 
Holy art Thou, Lord God Almighty, 

Glory and majesty in heaven are Thine. 

Earth lowly bending, swells the full harmony, 
Blessing and glory to the Lamb for evermore, 

for worthy art Thou; Let all nations and kindreds  

and peoples give thanks to Thee for evermore. 

The Children’s Object Lesson 

The Apostles’ Creed is a 
statement of Christian 
belief used since the early 
Church.  It’s not specific to 
any one Christian denomi-
nation, but used by the 
Church as a whole.  We 
choose to confess it to-
gether as a unified re-
minder of what we be-
lieve to be true about 
God, and His caring ser-
vice to us. 
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The Sermon 

Hymn:  

“I Am Thine”  

(AMB471) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
 

“Daily Renewal in the Christian Life”  |  Ephesians 4: 22-24 
 

Sermon Notes:  

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 
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The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give 

us this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen. 
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The Closing Hymn: 

“O That The Lord 

Would Guide My 

Ways” 
(AMB455) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude:  

“Postlude in G Major” 
(G. F. Handel) 
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 Announcements 

The altar flowers are presented by Andrea and Chad Groves in honor of their parents, Dan 
and Dianne, for their June 25th wedding anniversary. Thank you for being an example of what 

a loving marriage should be. 

Known to be hospitalized: Kathy Consoli—St. Clair Hospital; Pearl Weifenbach—Concordia of 

South Hills.; Chuck DiSalvo is now home.  

Official Act: On Friday, June 26, 2020 at 10:00 a.m., a memorial service was held for Harry 

Fjaere, father of Mettelise Ziegler, in the sanctuary of our church. 

Our pastors and congregation extend Christian love and sympathy to Annette Saul and 
family upon the passing of Annette’s mother, Carmela Ferraro, who went to be with her Lord 

and Savior on Tuesday, June 23, 2020.  

Bible Readings for the Week of Sunday June 28th: 

           Sunday, 6/28               Psalms 80-85               Thursday, 7/2            Psalms 103-105 
           Monday, 6/29             Psalms 86-89                Friday, 7/3                 Psalms 106-107 
           Tuesday, 6/30             Psalms 90-95                Saturday, 7/4            Psalms 108-114 

           Wednesday, 7/1         Psalms 96-102 

Serving Opportunity this Fall: Do you love God’s word and have a heart for children? If so, 

there is place for you to serve on a “teaching team” in the Ruthfred Sunday School! There is an 

immediate need (in September) for SEVERAL new teachers in grades 1-5. The goal is to have 3 

teachers for each multi-grade class. On a given Sunday, one will be the Lead teacher, one will 

assist (no preparation needed) and one will have that Sunday “off”. The team will rotate these 

roles however they decide. It’s true, everyone has busy lives these days…work, family 

commitments, travel, etc., and flexibility, which team teaching provides, is key! Can YOU be the 

servant-hearted someone who will step up to be a part of the team? For details or to volunteer, 

please contact Barb Harrold, brharrold@comcast.net or Pastor McMinn. 

Our Library: We have several books from the “Left Behind” series that are “free to a good 

home”. If you are interested see Patricia Lutz. 

VBS Link: Here is a shortcut to sign-up for VBS this year—vbs.ruthfred.org. It will take you 

straight to https://vbspro.events/p.events/4fb3af 

Pastor’s Fund:  Given by Robert Cook Jr. and Louise Cook in loving memory of Jean H. Cook. 

Pastor’s Fund: Nancy Sigmund on behalf of “...the Least of These…” Ministry.  

mailto:brharrold@comcast.net
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GRADUATES:  Please send us your name, High School/College that you are graduating from, 
your Major if applicable, and if graduating High School, the college you plan to attend. You can 

email your info to PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org. 

Carol Ward is Our New Stewardship Coordinator: After many years of devoted service, Jill 
Kurtz has stepped down as RLC’s Stewardship Coordinator and Carol Ward will step into that 
role.  However, those are really big shoes to fill.  Carol is prayerfully looking for volunteers to 
help with the implementation of future programs and is seeking new ideas for how the 
Stewardship program might help our community, especially during this unique time in all of our 
lives.  The past programs will continue to include the Giving Trees, baby bottles, shoe boxes, 
Easter baskets, etc.  Anyone willing to become involved or would like to suggest an outreach 

should contact Carol at (412) 559-2592 or wardmailbox1@gmail.com. 

Ordination and Installation: Pastor McMinn will be taking his ordination vows and also being 
installed here at Ruthfred this Sunday at a special service at 2:00pm.  Very few congregations 
get the privilege of participating in a service like this, so this is an extraordinary opportunity for 
us.  Rev. Lyndon Korhonen, our national denominational president will be bringing the message 
and presiding over the ordination and installation.  Please plan now to be part of this special day 
for Pastor McMinn, his family, and our entire church family.  A simple luncheon (served by 
gloved and masked servers) will follow in the Fellowship Hall (with social distance spacing).  This 

service will also be livestreamed.  

OUR JULY BIRTHDAYS… 

Elizabeth Wood—93rd Birthday on Friday, July 3rd 

Fritz Heilman—90th Birthday on Friday, July 3rd 

Dorothy Jacox—104th Birthday on Saturday, July 4th 

Jackie Feller—90th Birthday on Sunday, July 12th 

Al Hatala—94th Birthday on Thursday, July 16th 

Andy Kovac—92nd Birthday on Wednesday, July 22nd 

Please remember all these member with birthday wishes and prayers! 
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YOUTH NEWS: 

Covid- 19 
All of our youth events will observe the current guidelines set by local government in dealing 
with the current covid-19 situation. Most activities this summer will look different than previous 

years as we try to keep some sense of normalcy while also exercising an appropriate amount of 
caution. 
 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 
There is SWAP this evening. 
 

TNT (9-12 Grade) 
We will be having TNT every Tuesday from 7-9pm at the church. Please make sure to bring a 
mask. 
 

Tionesta Cabin (9-12 Grade) 
Sue Hughes has generously opened her cabin for us to use for a high school retreat July 13-15. 
During this trip our students will be participating in service projects, tubing, outdoor fun, and 
sessions prepared by our guest speaker Josh Johnson! If you would like to attend please contact 
Brandon ASAP. 
 

FLY Beyond (9-12 Grade) 
July 19-24 we will be traveling to the Association Retreat Center in Osceola WI to participate in 

the FLY beyond youth camp. This week is focused around equipping youth for sharing their 
faith, and being involved in ministries in their local Church. If you would like to come please 
contact Brandon before June 30 as space is limited. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

July 13-15 – Tionesta Cabin Trip 

July 19-24 – FLY Beyond 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Questions/concerns?   

Contact Brandon Fouks : Fouksanator@gmail.com 

Cell (715) 781-6063 
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If you’re looking for ways to help those in need during this pandemic, the City Mission has ways 
that you can help: 
 
Their Samaritan Care Food Pantry provides supportive services to individuals and families who 
qualify as low-income in the community as well as providing support services to City Mission resi-

dents upon their exit to independent living.  They are in desperate need of the following items:  
canned tuna or chicken; canned fruit; canned soups; canned vegetables; canned ravioli or Spa-
ghettios; canned baked beans;  peanut butter and jelly; macaroni and cheese;  spaghetti sauce 
and pasta; flavored rice;  Tuna or Hamburger Helper;  Pop Tarts;  Instant Oatmeal (flavored); 
boxed cereal; graham crackers; saltine or Ritz crackers.   A box will be placed outside the kitchen 
and contributions may be made until Sunday 7/19.  Carol Ward will deliver these items to the 
City Mission on Monday 7/20.   
 
Did you know that you can help the City Mission without leaving your home?  There are two 
ways to help: 
 

Amazon Smile Programs: when you shop at smile.amazon.com you’ll find the exact same 
prices, selection and shopping experience as amazon.com with the added bonus that Ama-

zon will donate 0.5% of the eligible purchase to the City Mission.   

 
 Steps to AmazonSmile - Go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer 

or mobile device. Select Washington City Mission, Inc. as your charity. You are done!  Every 

time you shop using this method a donation will be made to City Mission.  

 
Amazon Wishlist:  City Mission has an Amazon Wishlist where you will find various items the 
mission needs for its residents and the community.  When you shop their wishlist everything 
gets sent directly to City Mission on your behalf.   

 
Go to City Mission Wish List on Amazon - Select and purchase one or more of the items on the 

list and Amazon will deliver it for you.   

If you have any questions, please contact Carol Ward. 

http://smile.amazon.com
http://amazon.com
http://smile.amazon.com
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Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 

This Week At Ruthfred  

Today (6/28)  
 8:30 a.m.— Worship Service  
 11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 
 2:00 p.m.—Ordination & Installation Service 

                             For Pastor Bryce McMinn 

Friday (7/3) 
 Happy 93rd Birthday to Elizabeth Wood 

 Happy 90th Birthday to Fritz Heilman 

Saturday (7/4) 
 Happy 104th Birthday to Dorothy Jacox 

 
 

Welcome! Let us join with the psalmist who declares “I 
will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, 

forever” (Psalm 89: 1, ESV).  
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Bryce C. McMinn| Associate Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorMcMinn@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

David Compel| Digital Outreach Coordinator 
(412) 609-9098 
DavidCompel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Erin Campion  
Preschool Director 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 

mailto:PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org
mailto:paulamikulan@ruthfred.org
mailto:RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org
mailto:BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org

