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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is  inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 
Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  
The Fourth Sunday in Advent, December 23, 2018 

Prelude: 
 

“Lo, How A Rose” 

(Johannes Brahms) 

“Rocking” 

(Philip Moore) 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“Angels, From 
The Realms Of 

Glory” 
(SBH31) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 15) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the 

Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore 
we flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 
O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son 

to die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us 

true knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to 
thy Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake 

forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives 
the power to become children of God, and bestows upon them His 
Holy Spirit.  The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this O Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Drop down, you heavens, from above. 

 C: And let the skies pour down righteousness. Let the earth 

open. 

P: And let them bring forth salvation. The heavens declare the glory 

of God. 

 C: And the firmament shows his handiwork.  
 (Psalm 45: 8; 19: 1) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 18) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace that is from above, and for the salvation of our 

souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

churches of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house, and for them that in faith, piety and fear of 

God offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, pity and defend us, O God, by thy grace. 

 C: Amen. 

 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is from the 
Greek word for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 
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The Hymn of 

Praise:  

“Angels, We Have 

Heard on High”  

(SBH30) 
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The Collect:  

P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us pray: Stir up your power O Lord, we pray. Come and with 
great might help and deliver us, that by the help of your grace 
whatsoever is hindered by our sins may be readily accomplished 
through your mercy and grace; who lives and reigns with the 

Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 

C: Amen  

The Old Testament Lesson: Job 38: 1, 4-7 (NASB) 

 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind and said, 
 4 

“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell 
Me, if you have understanding, 

5 
who set its measurements? Since 

you know. Or who stretched the line on it? 
6 

“On what were its 
bases sunk? Or who laid its cornerstone, 

7 
When the morning stars 

sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 
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The Magnificat: (Read Responsively, Luke 1: 46-55) 

P: And Mary said: My soul exalts the Lord. 

 C: And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. 

P: For He has had regard for the humble state of His bondslave; for 

behold, from this time on all generations will count me blessed. 

 C: For the Mighty One has done great things for me; and 

 holy is His name. 

P: AND HIS MERCY IS UPON GENERATION AFTER GENERATION 

TOWARD THOSE WHO FEAR HIM. 

 C: He has done mighty deeds with His arm; He has 

 scattered those who were proud in the thoughts of their 

 heart. 

P: He has brought down rulers from their thrones, and has exalted 

those who were humble. 

 C: HE HAS FILLED THE HUNGRY WITH GOOD THINGS; and 

 sent away the rich empty handed. 

P: He has given help to Israel His servant, in remembrance of His 

mercy. 

 C: As He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and his 

 descendants forever. 
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The Epistle Lesson: (NASB) 

 Revelation 12: 7-11: 
 And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war 

with the dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war, 
8 

and they 
were not strong enough, and there was no longer a place found for 
them in heaven. 

9 
And the great dragon was thrown down, the 

serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the 
whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were 
thrown down with him. 

10 
Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, 

saying, “Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our 
God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our 
brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our 
God day and night. 

11 
And they overcame him because of the blood 

of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they 
did not love their life even when faced with death.  

 
 Revelation 22: 1-7, 14: 
 Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, 

coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb, 
2 

in the middle of 
its street. On either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing 

twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of 
the tree were for the healing of the nations. 

3 
There will no longer be 

any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and 
His bond-servants will serve Him; 

4 
they will see His face, and His 

name will be on their foreheads. 
5 

And there will no longer be any 
night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light 
of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and they will 
reign forever and ever. 

6 
And he said to me, “These words are faithful 

and true”; and the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent 
His angel to show to His bond-servants the things which must soon 

take place. 
7 

“And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he who 
[e]

heeds the words of the prophecy of this book.” 
 14 

Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the 

right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city.  

The Gradual: 

 The Lord is near unto all them that call upon him. To all that call 
upon him in truth. My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord and 
let all flesh bless his holy Name. Alleluia, alleluia. You are my help and 

my delivered. Make no delay, O my God. Alleluia. (Psalm 145: 18, 21; 70: 5) 

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22%3A+1-14&version=NASB#fen-NASB-31089e


10 

The Holy Gospel Lesson: Luke 2: 8-14 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the 
fields and keeping watch over their flock by night. 

9 
And an angel of 

the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them; and they were terribly frightened. 

10 
But the 

angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good 
news of great joy which will be for all the people; 

11 
for today in the 

city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. 

12 
This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 

cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 

And suddenly there appeared with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with 

whom He is pleased.” 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 
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Today we are privileged to 

witness the sacrament of 

Holy Baptism. We believe 

that Baptism is God’s 

work.  It is not merely a 

symbolic application of 

water, but water used 

according to God’s 

command and in 

connection with His Word 

(see Matt. 28:19-20).  In 

Baptism God causes us to 

be born again through 

the washing of 

regeneration and renewal 

of the Holy Spirit (see Titus 

3:5 and 1 Peter 3:21).  For 

Charlotte, Baptism marks 

the beginning of a new 

life in Christ that is 

nourished through a 

lifetime of continually 

hearing and learning 

God’s Word. 

The Baptismal Hymn: (11:00) 

“Children Of The Heavenly Father” (SBH572) 

 

The Baptism of  Charlotte Leona Thomas 

The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; The third 
day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the Com-
munion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the 

body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Lighting Of The Fourth Advent Candle 

The Reading of the Prophecy: Isaiah 9: 6, 7 

                         And Fulfillment: Colossians 1: 19, 20 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 
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The Special Music 
8:30 Kurt Radke—The Eye of the Storm (Mark Heard) 

11:00 Senior Choir—Go Tell It On the Mountain (Arr. Work) 

 

Go Tell It on the Mountain 

Go tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere! 

Go tell it on the mountain 

that Jesus Christ is born! 

While shepherds kept their watching 
o’er silent flocks by night, 

Behold throughout the heavens 

there shone a holy light. 

The shepherds feared and trembled 
when lo! above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus 

that hailed our Saviour’s birth. 

Down in a lowly manger 
our humble Christ was born, 
And God sent us salvation, 

that blessed Christmas morn. 
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The Sermon Hymn:  

“I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day” 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
“The Light of Peace is Proclaimed by the Angels”  |  Luke 2: 8-14 
 

SERMON POINTS: 

1.       Peace was perfectly on earth at the beginning. 

  

  

2.       Peace was broken in pieces. 

  

  

3.       Peace is promised. 

  

  

4.       Peace is proclaimed by the angels. 

  

  

5.       Peace is purchased on the cross. 

  

  

6.       Peace must be personally received. 

   

 

7.       Peace is perfectly restored in Paradise. 

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 

The Offertory: 

“Unto Us Is Born A Son” (Colin Mawby) 
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 The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy king-

dom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us 

this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we for-
give those who trespass against us; Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen. 
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The Closing Hymn: 

“Hark! The Herald 

Angels Sing” 
(SBH25) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

Postlude: 

“O Hail This Brightest 

Day Of Days” 
(J. S. Bach) 
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Announcements 

The altar flowers are presented by Chris and Marcia Clark with loving Christmas memories for 

their parents: Glenn and Alice Clark and Al and Anna Mae Hamilton. 

Nursery Today: 8:30—Greta Kelly; during Sunday School—Vickie Hendershot; 11:00—Claudia 

Patalong. 

Known to be hospitalized:  Dorothy Jacox—St. Clair Hospital. 

THE 2019 CHURCH ENVELOPES now temporarily reside in the church library.  Shepherds 
please see if there are any envelopes for members of your flock and take them for 

delivery.  Thanks in advance for picking them up. 

XYZ: Please note that there will be XYZ on Friday, January 25th, 12:00 noon in the fellowship 
hall.  Gary Gibson will be back for a return time of sharing on the topic, "Still Faithful After All 

These Years."  As always a great lunch will be served and good fellowship around the 
tables.  Sign up sheets are available on the bulletin board outside Pat's office.  Sign up today so 

we can hold a place just for you. 

The Host and Hostess sign up sheet is now up and ready to accept those eager to serve 
at the coffee hour before Sunday School.  We are in need of person or persons to sign 
up in January as that month is fast approaching.  This short time of fellowship is important to 

our ministry. PLEASE SIGN UP  ON THE SHEET OUTSIDE OF THE KITCHEN TODAY! 

The 2019 Flower Chart is now up. Please sign-up TODAY! January 20th and January 27th are 

still available along with many other Sundays throughout the year. It is located by the water 

fountain in the Patterson Road hallway.  

New Year’s Eve Family Night: Join us at 7:00 p.m. for a brief devotion and time of singing. 
Food, games, and a movie will follow. Bring your favorite game and a snack to share. Come and 

go as you desire. We will welcome in 2019 with prayer at midnight.  
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GIFTS TO OUR CHURCH 

Pastor’s Fund 

Given by Sandra Galambas in memory of Janet Barger. 

Given by Mick and Marlene Nowicki in memory of Lois Funk. 

Given by Steve and Becky Evans in memory of Lois Funk. 

Given by Lois Christ in memory of Don and Lois Funk. 

Given by Bob and Gladys Reith in memory of Lois Funk and Maggie Hatten and in thankfulness 

for the many years each of them gave to Ruthfred’s “Kitchen Ministry”. 

Given by the Cuthbert Family in memory of Don and Lois Funk. 

Given by Bernard and Janet Paterra in memory of Lois Funk. 

Given by Ron and Christine Stout in memory of Janet Barger and Lois Funk. 

Benevolence Fund 

Given by Dorothy Kratz in dear memory of Janet Barger and Bob Peterson. 

Current Fund 

Given by Gene and Nancy McCloskey in loving memory of Lois Funk. 

Community Outreach Fund 

Given by the Paul L. Henney Memorial Chapel, Inc. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

GriefShare Support Group: If you or someone you know has lost a loved one, we will be 

hosting a 13-week session of the GriefShare Support Group beginning Monday, January 7th 

and meeting each Monday through April 1st.  Please contact Pastor Osier by January 1st at 

pastorosier@ruthfred.org if you are interested in attending so that sufficient materials may be 

ordered.  
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SUNDAY SCHOOL, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2018 

LARGE CLASS ROOM (Adult) 
Pastor Osier continues his series… 

"O Come, O Come Emmanuel!” 

Do you wonder where God is when bad things happen? Do you long to see justice served and 

brokenness fixed?  Do you struggle waiting for God to come to come and right the wrongs? So 

did the Old Testament prophet, Habakkuk.  Join us this Advent season as we see from his short 

book how to faithfully wait for the second coming of our Lord by trusting in what he 

accomplished at his first. 

UPPER ROOM (Adult) 
Eric Wente continues his series… 

“Because of Bethlehem—Love is Born, Hope is here” 

In this 4 session series, Max Lucado explores how the One who made everything, chose to make 

himself nothing, coming into our world as our savior. Jesus' birth gives us the promise that God 

is always near us, always for us, and always within us-- and that we no longer need to have 

marks on our record as a result of his sacrifice. All are welcome to join us on this journey to 

Bethlehem.    

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2018 Contributions: Financial contributions to be recorded in the year 2018 must be received 

by Monday, December 31, 2018. Contributions received after December 31st will be recorded in 

2019. 
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YOUTH NEWS 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There will be no SWAP until January 6th, have a Merry Christmas. SWAP is our weekly get 

together for 6-8 Graders, during this time we play games, have a Bible lesson, and get to know 

one another as we become a community in Christ.  

 

Brunch (9-12 Grade)  

On certain Sundays we host brunch after Church for the youth at the Fouks’ House. Brunch 

typically starts immediately after church, and goes until around 4pm. If you like good food, good 

company, and fun games, brunch is perfect for you.  

 

FLY (8-12 Grade) 

We will once again be attending the Free Lutheran Youth Convention this summer in Estes Park 

Colorado from July 1 to July 6, and it is time to begin the registration process. Make sure to keep 

a sharp eye out for the Ruthfred mailing that will contain all the information on what you need 

to do to register, if you didn’t receive a mailing, there is registration info and paperwork 

available outside of the youth office. This year the FLY trip will be open to 8 – 12 grade youth, so 

if you are currently in 7
th

 grade you will be eligible to attend. If you have any questions, 

comments, or concerns please contact Brandon immediately. 

 

             Save the Date 

July 1-6  FLY Convention 

Questions/Concerns? 

Contact Brandon Fouks: Fouksanator@gmail.com; (c) (715)-781-6063 
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Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 

Today (12/23) FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 8:30 a.m.— Worship Service  
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 

 11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

Monday (12/24) CHRISTMAS EVE 
 5:00 p.m.—Worship Service 
 7:00 p.m.—Worship Service 

 9:00 p.m.—Worship Service 

Tuesday (12/25) CHRISTMAS DAY 

 10:00 a.m.—Communion Service 

Friday (12/28) 
 6:30 a.m.—Men’s Prayer Group @ Panera’s 

 

 

It’s almost time! Kids are wound up, and adults are 
stressed. So we invite everyone to take a deep breath 
and find peace as we worship the coming Christ. 
During the announcements, please sign the Friendship 

Pad and return it to the center aisle. 

Attendance for Last Week: 
Church...413    Sunday School...112 

 

Monday, New Year’s Eve 
7:00 p.m. New Year’s Eve Family Night 
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Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 

Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Adam G. Osier| Assistant Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorOsier@ruthfred.org 
 

Kevin Czymbor| Vicar (Seminary Intern) 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 231) 
kevin@czymbor.net 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
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Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
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(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 860-6270 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
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Frederick Schell 
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Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
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