
  



2 

We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is  inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 
Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  
Good Friday, April 19, 2019 
Tenebrae Service 7:30 p.m.. 

Prelude: 

“Cross of Jesus” 

(Callahan) 

PASSION MUSIC 

FOR VIOLIN AND 

CELLO 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“O Sacred Head, 

Now Wounded” 
(SBH 88, 2nd tune) 
 

(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin  

Pastor (P): Let us continue by confessing our sin. 

Together: 
O almighty God, most merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable 

sinner, confess unto Thee all my sins and iniquities, 

whereby I have ever offended Thee and justly deserved Thy 

temporal and eternal punishment; but I am heartily sorry 
for them all and repent of them truly, and I beseech Thee 

through Thine infinite mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter suffering and death of Thy dear Son Jesus 

Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinner.  

Amen. 

The Absolution:  

The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Surely He hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. 

 C: He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised 

for our iniquities. All we like sheep have gone astray. 

P: And the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all. Hear my 

prayer, O Lord. 

 C: And let my cry come unto Thee. (Isaiah 53: 4-6; Psalm 102: 1) 

The Epistle Lesson: Romans 5: 6-8 (ESV) 

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 

7 
For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though 

perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 
8 

but God 
shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us. 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The  Holy Gospel Reading: Luke 23: 32-46 (ESV) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory Be to Thee, O Lord.” 

Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death 
with him. 

33 
And when they came to the place that is called The 

Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right 
and one on his left. 

34 
And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they 

know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 
35 

And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, 
saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of 
God, his Chosen One!” 

36 
The soldiers also mocked him, coming up 

and offering him sour wine 
37 

and saying, “If you are the King of the 
Jews, save yourself!” 

38 
There was also an inscription over him, “This 

is the King of the Jews.” 
39 

One of the criminals who were hanged 

railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 
40 

But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since 
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 

41 
And we 

indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but 
this man has done nothing wrong.” 

42 
And he said, “Jesus, 

remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
43 

And he said 
to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
44 

It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the 
whole land until the ninth hour, 

45 
while the sun's light failed. And 

the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 
46 

Then Jesus, calling out 

with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” 

And having said this he breathed his last.  

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 

The Confession of Faith: 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from 
eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary is my Lord; who 
has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, bought me and 
freed me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; 
not with silver and gold, but with His holy and precious blood, and 
with His innocent sufferings and death, in order that I might be His 
own, live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting 
righteousness, innocence and blessedness; even as He is risen from 
the dead, and lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly 

true. 
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The Announcements 

The Sermon Hymn: 

“’Tis Finished! So The Savior Cried” (AMB86) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
 

“We are Weak, But He is Strong”  |  Romans 5: 6-8 
 

Sermon Notes:  

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 

The Offering & Offertory 

When I Survey The Wondrous Cross (Callahan) 



8 

Passion Music for Good Friday 2019 

Ruthfred Lutheran Senior Choir 

Vocal Solos: 
Nancy Klimcheck 

Bruce Klimcheck 

Strings: 
Logan Dieterle, Violin 

Andrew Vogel, Cello 

Organist: 

Frederick Schell 

Conductor: 

Robert Vogel 

 

All in the April Evening – Hugh S. Roberton 

All in the April evening, April airs were abroad; 
The sheep with their little lambs, Passed me by on the road. 

All in the April evening, I thought on the Lamb of God. 

The lambs were weary and crying, With a weak human cry, 
I thought on the Lamb of God, going meekly to die. 

Up in the blue, blue mountains, Dewy pastures are sweet. 

Rest for the little bodies, Rest for the little feet. 

But for the Lamb, the Lamb of God, Up on the hilltop green, 
Only a cross, a cross of shame, Two stark crosses between, 

All in the April evening, April airs were abroad; 

I saw the sheep with their lambs, And thought on the Lamb of God. 

Lamb – Richard Donn 

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,  

Who takes away our sin, the sin of the world. 

Just as I am, without one plea, but that Thy blood was shed for me,  
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, O Lamb of God, I come.  

O Lamb of God, O Lamb, I give my life to You, O Lamb of God. I come.  
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Wondrous Love – Arr. Paul Christiansen 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, 

That caused the Lord of life To bear the heavy cross, 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, 

That Christ should lay aside His crown for my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

Violin/Cello Duet:  They Crucified My Lord – Sam Batt Owens  

(African-American Spiritual) 

They crucified my Lord, 
and he never said a mumbalin’ word; not a word. 

They nailed him to the tree, 

and he never said a mumbalin’ word; not a word. 

They pierced him in the side, 
and he never said a mumbalin’ word, not a word. 

He hung his head and died, 

and he never said a mumbalin’ word; not a word. 

Ah, Holy Jesus – Craig Courtney 

Ah, holy Jesus, how hast Thou offended 
that we to judge Thee have in hate pretended? 

By foes derided, by Thine own rejected,  

O most afflicted! 

Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon Thee? 
Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone Thee! 

‘Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied Thee; 

I crucified Thee.  

For me, kind Jesus, was Thine incarnation, 
Thy mortal sorrow, and Thy life’s oblation; 

Thy death of anguish and Thy bitter passion,  

For my salvation. 

Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay Thee, 
I do adore Thee, and will ever pray Thee, 

think on Thy pity and Thy love unswerving, 
not my deserving. 



10 

The Service of Tenebrae 

The Explanation of the Service 

Seven Words of Christ 

I.  Father, Forgive Them, For They Know Not What They Do. 
Coltin Cox 

II.  Verily, I Say To Thee, Today Thou Shalt 
Be With Me In Paradise. 

Christina Patalong 

III.  Woman, Behold Thy Son...Behold Thy Mother. 

Raymond Urksa 

IV.  My God, My God, Why Hast Thou Forsaken Me? 

Liv Underwood 

V.  I Thirst. 
Eyan Kile 

VI.  It Is Finished. 
Isaac Nirella 

VII.  Father, Into Thy Hands I Commend My Spirit. 

Mason Mitchelle 

Explanations 
Reba Libell 

The Reading of the Passion History VII (Page 27) 

“Jesus’  Burial 

The Closing Prayer & Silent Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer: (prayed in unison) 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom 
come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give  us  this  day  
our  daily  bread;  And,  forgive  us  our  
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  
P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
(Numbers 6:24-26) 

 C: Amen 
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Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 

After the service of Tenebrae, we shall have prayer and 
the organist will strike the chimes 33 times to 
commemorate the 33 years that our Savior lived on 
earth.  Remain in prayer as long as you desire and 
then, leave in silence.  The lights shall be dimmed with 

enough light for us to see to exit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following this service, let us go to our homes and be in 
deep devotion to our crucified, yet living Christ.  Let us 
be thankful on Holy Saturday for His death, but let us 

anticipate with great joy the Easter Services on Sunday 
at 7:00, 8:30, and 11:00 a.m. No 6:00 p.m. service. We 
shall celebrate Holy Communion following the 8:30 & 

11:00 a.m. services. 

 

 



12 

Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Adam G. Osier| Assistant Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorOsier@ruthfred.org 
 

Kevin Czymbor| Vicar (Seminary Intern) 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 231) 
kevin@czymbor.net 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 860-6270 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Erin Campion  
Preschool Director 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 
 

 
 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 

Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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