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         From the Pastor’s Desk 

               A New Year! A New Thing! 
 

     Almost everyone is looking forward to turning the calendar this year in hopes that 2021 will bring about a 

     “return to normal” as 2020 was such an “abnormal” year.  From the pandemic to political, the year was frus- 

     trating and exhausting for many.  However, for all the desire to “return to normal” it is safe to say that all signs 

     point in a different direction.  A mere “normal” is not to be had.  All of the pieces are not going to go back into 

     the box the same way.  I think this past year will shape our future, in much the same way as the terrorist attack 

     of September 11 changed air travel. In fact, I think it is a rather futile pursuit to just try and make everything 

     “the same/normal way” again. This will be true in how businesses function, how people “go to work,” how 

     education is accessed, and especially how people view church and practice (or don’t) their faith! 

 

     In the writings of the ancient prophet, Isaiah, he prophetically addresses the exiles of Israel who would be 

     spending 70 years in captivity in Babylon.  Isaiah lets them know that they will be coming home again, BUT 

     some things are going to be different!  The broken pieces will not all go back together the same way.  The  

     puzzle is not going to be a comfortable unified picture of a national Israelite kingdom with a beautiful golden 

     temple.  This time around, God’s people are going to look more like a community than a kingdom.  There will 

     be more poverty than power.  They will build a humble temple without Solomon’s gold, but it will have God’s 

     promise of glory at the coming of the Christ-child into it.  Ultimately, this community of believers with a  

     humble temple will lay the groundwork for the coming community of the Church, the Body of Christ, in which 

     the people of God’s kingdom will make up a mosaic of humanity from all the world, and the Spirit of God will 

     dwell/tabernacle in the hearts of all believers until we see Christ face to face and dwell with Him in the glories 

     of heaven. 

 

     As the people will return from exile in ancient Israel, Isaiah speaks God’s word to them saying, 
 
     “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are Mine!  When you pass through the 
     waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they will not overflow you.  When you walk through the fire, 
     you will not be scorched, nor will the flame burn you.  For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your 
     Savior. … you are precious in My sight, … Do not fear, for I am with you.” 
                                                                                                                                                     Isaiah 43:1-5a 
 

     What a wonderful reminder that while everything they had known as "normal" had been burned to the 

     ground, God was assuring them that HE was still the same, and that HE would be with them through every- 

     thing they would go through.  Because He was GOD, and was with them, they therefore need not be afraid! 

     They could have the confidence that God was the same and that He was with them, and for them.  It would 

 

                                                                                                                                             Continued on page 3 ... 
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Continued from Front Page . . . 

give them confidence in the midst of everything that was changing!  God was, and is, eternally the same, 

but He is doing NEW THINGS!  New things might be uncomfortable to us, but they are not to God.  In His 

creativity, God is continually doing NEW THINGS in order to advance His unchanging mission to save His 

world!  Therefore, God calls out, 

 

“Do not call to mind the former things, or ponder things of the past.  Behold, I will do something new, now 
it will spring forth; will you not be aware of it?  I will even make a roadway in the wilderness, rivers in the 
desert … to give drink to My chosen people.  The people whom I formed for Myself will declare My praise.” 
 -- Isaiah 43:18-21 
 
God is commanding us as well to not get hung up on just wanting everything to go back to “the former 

ways” and “things of the past.”  God wants us to see that in the midst of our current situations, He is at 

work in a whole new way doing NEW THINGS!  God can make a way forward, even in the wilderness.  He 

makes rivers of water, even in the desert.  All who thirst for Him will find refreshing drink!  As the chosen 

people of God, let us focus on declaring His praise through NEW WAYS and in NEW THINGS this NEW 
YEAR! 

 

What might that look like in your life this year?? 

 

Have a Blessed New Year as we continue,  
Growing Together in our Faith as the Family of God! 
 
Pastor Carlson 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Thank you!!!! 
 
Both of our families want to thank you all so much for the many Christmas cards and gifts which you  
have given to us this season!  We love you all and are so grateful for you and to be able to minister 
among you with our families at Ruthfred Lutheran Church!  May the Lord abundantly bless you!!! 
 
Pastor & Jen Carlson and Pastor & Erin McMinn 
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Member Profile:      Joanne Segerdahl Passes the Baton   
by Mettelise Ziegler 

 

 

The Morning Journey Through the Word Bible study (JTTW) 
will have a new leader at its helm in 2021. 

 

The position has officially passed to Sue Swan after twenty-six 
years. 

 

Before it began, Joanne held a Bible study in her Bethel Park 
home because, as she says, “the Bible is everything.” One of 

her neighbors knocked on doors for her, inviting all women, 
regardless of religious affiliation. 

  

Back in the day, Pastor Dennis held a Wednesday morning 

Bible study later assigned to Joanne. Daughter-in-law Becky 

introduced Joanne to a “new format” which included private 

study by participants during the week followed by a lecture 

and small group discussion on Wednesdays. The format be-
came wildly popular. 

 

In its heyday, Joanne prepared for 120 participants, all women, usually seeing 90 in attendance. A children’s 

ministry evolved, including as many as forty-five, so that the women were able to meet while the children 

also learned Biblical lessons. 

 

 Joanne is quick to say that JTTW is a ministry. She means that 

it is not her own project so that she should receive accolades. 

She points out that there have been numerous group leaders 

and children’s leaders over the years. The early ones include 

Betty King, Mary Lou Streiner, Rosie Del Bene, Ruth and Alan 

Hinkelman, Mary Clark, Caryl Hansen and many more. More 

recently, Joanne mentioned Sandy Newman, (who moved to 

Texas), and Sue Swan. 

 

Joanne’s favorite studies include books of prophesy like Rev- 

elation and Daniel. She is motivated by a concern for fellow 

believers to “know what is coming.” Things have changed for 

JTTW. An evening group has been meeting for several years 

inclusive of men. Mothers have gone to work outside the home, 

changing the morning demographics. A men’s group made up 

of retirees has been incorporated into the morning JTTW. 
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Sue Swan is excited to be stepping into the position Joanne 

leaves behind. She says, “Joanne has been a wonderful 

mentor and teacher. Her many years of teaching God’s 

Word have touched many lives, including mine.” 

 

Do not think that Joanne will be absent on Wednesday 

mornings. She will be there as an occasional back-up as 

well as a participant. As she said, “the Bible is everything.” 

Her enthusiasm for study is still as strong as ever. 
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Song of the Month 

By Tom Glasser 

 

                Brightest and Best of the Sons of the Morning 
 

                                                           Lyrics by Reginald Heber 
                                                           Music by James P. Harding 
 

Most of the hymns and songs I write about I've been singing all of my life. But I have a confession to make. 

I've come to realize that I don't know and understand the lyrics as well as I think I do. The melodies are en- 

joyable and the poetic phrases roll pleasantly off the tongue, sometimes triggering memories or devotional 

thoughts, but quickly enough the music ends and I start thinking about lunch. One of the blessings of writing 

these articles the past few years is that it has forced me to look more closely at hymn and song lyrics. Take, 

for example, this month's selection: "Brightest and Best of the Sons of the Morning". Being an Epiphany 

hymn, it didn't require too much of an epiphany on my part to realize the hymn was about the visit of the 

Magi. After reading through the verses four or five times, however, I realized that there is a mixture of dia- 

logue, narration, and commentary going on. 

 

Scripture does not tell us how many magi, or "Wise Men", there were who visited Jesus. Tradition sets the 

number at three, probably to correspond to the three gifts mentioned. Tradition has also given them names. 

With that being said, the following is a somewhat whimsical take on a breakdown of "Brightest and Best". 

My apologies to Mr. Heber for messing a bit with his beautiful poetry. 

 

Melchior: "Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid!" 

 

Gaspar: "Star of the east, the horizon adorning, guide where our infant Redeemer is laid." 

 

Narrator: Cold on his cradle the dew-drops are shining. Low lies his head with the beasts of the stall. 

    Angels adore him in slumber reclining – Maker, and Monarch, and Saviour of all. 

 

Balthazar: "Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, odors of Edom and offerings divine?" 

 

Melchior: "Gems of the mountain?  Pearls of the ocean?" 

 

Gaspar: "Myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine?" 

 

Commentator: Vainly we offer each ample oblation. Vainly with gifts would his favor secure. 

  Richer by far is the heart's adoration. Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 

 
The fifth verse is simply a repeat of the first. I take that as we modern day observers of Christmas joining 

with the Wise Men in seeking aid to guide our hearts once again to where the "infant Redeemer is laid".  

 
As the now cliché'd, but still clever and ever true saying goes:  Wise men still seek Him!                                                                                          
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Sanctity of Human Life Sunday 

January 24, 2021 
 

The way of Christ, and the witness of the Church 

to a watching world, in regards to LIFE. 

  

The early church was known for its love of life, both of its own 

members, as well as for all life. Early church father Tertullian 

(C.AD 160-225AD) recorded the reaction of the Romans when 

they witnessed the ways of the Christians: “’Look,’ they say, 

‘how they [Christians] love one another’ (for they [Romans] 

themselves hate one another); ‘and how they are ready to die for 

each other (for they [Romans] themselves are readier to kill each 

otther.)”[1]  The way of Christ and the way of the world were in 

vivid contrast! The difference was life and death.  Tertullian also 

wrote of how Christians rescued the tiny babies who were thrown 
upon the trash and dung heaps of Rome, and raised them as their own 

children, or gave them a decent burial if they were already dead.  Their love 

for life extended to all. 

  

Even the Roman Emperor Julian the Apostate (331-363 AD) readily admitted that it was the Christians who 

saw, served, and cared for others.  He lamented the progress of Christianity because it was pulling people 

away from the pagan Roman gods.  Julian declared, “Atheism [he called Christianity “Atheism” because 

Christians did not worship idols, but rather a “god” they could not see!] has been specifically advanced 

through the loving service rendered to strangers, and through their care for the burial of the dead.  It is a 

scandal that there is not a single Jew who is a beggar, and that the godless Galileans [Christians] care not 

only for their own poor but for ours as well; while those who belong to us look in vain for the help that we 

should render them.”[2] 

 

Today is the day for the church to continue to boldly stand up, and to see, serve, defend and celebrate God’s 

gift of life!  As we live our lives in worship of God, we give our lives in service of others.  In the body of 

Christ, the strong stand in solidarity with the weak, the healthy care for the sick, the powerful protect the 

powerless, and those with honor and recognition give honor to the overlooked and the invisible.  As brothers 

and sisters in Christ, we affirm the God-given worth and value of every life.  Every life has meaning, pur- 

pose, beauty, and place, and is to be visible and indispensable in the creation of God.  This is the way of 

Christ.  This is the way of the cross.  This is the witness of the church to the world.  

  

1 Tertullian, Apologeticus ch.39, sect. 7. 

2  St. Cyril of Alexandria, Contra Julianum, (St. Cyril writes, quoting Julian the Apostate). 

  

May our church always lovingly stand up for life and support life in all regards. 

  

Pastor Carlson 

#_ftn1#_ftn1
#_ftn2#_ftn2
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2021 Offering Envelopes: 

 
After the worship services on January 3rd, the remaining 2021 Offering envelopes will be 
moved into the Library.  If you need help finding yours, or need them delivered, please 
contact Pat Lutz at the church office.  
 

City Mission Food Sundays 

First Sunday of Every Month 

We want to get this service pro-
ject going again.  Some things 
have changed - the mission no 
longer picks up food donations, 
so we will need a few volunteers 

to deliver.  COVID has really 
impacted donations coming in 
and when we spoke with a 
woman at the mission, she said 
they are in desperate need of 
food for their pantry.  There is a 
flyer shown here and also on the 
downstairs bulletin board that 
lists the staple items they can al-
ways use.  No glass please. There 

will be a box/bin outside the 
kitchen the first Sunday of the 
month for your donations.  If you 
would like to make a delivery to 
the mission, please contact Jill or 
Roger Kurtz.  Thank you for re-
membering those struggling to 
put food on their tables.    
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       Craft  and  Sew 
 

The Craft and Sew group was anxious to begin meeting again in September, but due to 
COVID, the sew-ers were only able to meet twice. Several of us opted to keep sewing 

from home. 
 
 The following were delivered to the Washington City Mission: 

 32 Pillow Cases 
 4 Crocheted Afghans 
 22 Face Masks 

 

We were able to donate the following to the Concordia home in Cabot: 
   3 Walker Bags 
            9 Crocheted Afghans 
  40 Face Masks 
         100 Christmas favors 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Special thank you to: 
Dorothy Kratz for her beautifully crocheted afghans. 

Barb Thomas for making all the table favors. 

Ellen and Terry Williams for delivering the items to Cabot. 
Everyone that donated candy for the crafters.  

 
Please continue to donate candy.  Oh, and I think Dorothy could use more yarn. 

 

We will keep sewing from home until we can meet again next year. 
 
 Arlene Ball 
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              Official Acts  --  December 2020 
 

 

    Baptisms: (*indicates member) 

    *Ellie Marie Thomas  — 12/27/20 

    Clayton Darryl Dunmire  —  12/28/20 

 

    Funerals:  (*indicates member) 

    Lois Jeane Varuola  —  12/8/20 

    Lois and William Varuola  —  12/19/20 burial service 

    *Nova Jean Jones  —  12/23/20 

    *Dorothy Jacox  —  12/30/20 

    Herbert Oliver Weifenbach  —  12/31/20 

 

  

 

 

90+  Birthday Club 
 

John Bender   Jan. 8th   94 

 

Priscilla Tarr   Jan. 17th   90 

 

Else Resosky   Jan. 24th   90 
 

Happy  Birthday !! 
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January 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

City Mission Food Sun-
day 

Communion 8:30 am 

Sunday Sch. 9:45 am 

Communion 11:00 am 

Communion 6:00 pm 

4 

Craft & Sew 9:30 am 

Elders' Mtg 7:00 pm 

5 

Sr. Confirmation 

Class 4:00 pm 

 

Worship Team 7:00 pm 

6 

Children's Choir 5:45 

Bell Choir 6:30 

JTTW/Kids Club 6:45 

Jr & Sr Conf. 6:45 

Senior Choir 7:30 

7 

Knit Wits 10:00 am 

8 9 

Mary Bible Study  

9:30  am 

10 

Epiphany Sunday 

 

Worship Service 8:30 am 

Sunday School 9:45 am 

Worship Service 11:00 am 

11 

JTTW Leaders Meet-
ing 9:30 am 

Elders'  Prayer Time 
7:00 pm 

Council 7:30 pm 

12 

Sr. Confirmation 

Class 4:00 pm 

 

Worship Team 7:00 pm 

13   
JTTW 9:45 

Esther  12:00  

Children's Choir 5:45 

Bell Choir 6:30 

JTTW/Kids Club 6:45 

Jr & Sr Conf. 6:45 

Senior Choir 7:30 

14 15 16 

    Contemporary 

       Liturgical 

          Service  

         5:00 pm 

17 

Worship Service 8:30 am 

Sunday School 9:45 am 

Worship Service 11:00 am 

Annual Cong. Meeting 

after both services. 

 

18 

JTTW Leaders Meet-
ing 9:30 am 

Craft & Sew 9:30 am 

 

19 

Sr. Confirmation 

Class 4:00 pm 

 

Worship Team 7:00 pm 

20 

JTTW 9:45 

Esther  Study 12:00  
Children's Choir 5:45 

Bell Choir 6:30 

JTTW/Kids Club 6:45 

Jr & Sr Conf. 6:45 

Senior Choir 7:30 

21 

Knit Wits 10:00 am 

 

Ruth  Bible Study 

2:00 pm 

 

Men's Night 7:00 pm 

22 23 

24 

Sanctity of Life Sunday 

 

Worship Service 8:30 am 

Sunday School 9:45 am 

Worship Service 11:00 am 

GIFT Bible Study 6:30  

25 

JTTW Leaders Meet-
ing 9:30 am 

26 

Sr. Confirmation 

Class 4:00 pm 

 

Worship Team 7:00 pm 

27 

JTTW 9:45 

Esther  12:00  

Children's Choir 5:45 

Bell Choir 6:30 

JTTW/Kids Club 6:45 

Jr & Sr Conf. 6:45 

Senior Choir 7:30 

28 29 

XYZ 12:00 noon 

30 

31 

Worship Service 8:30 am 

Sunday School 9:45 am 

Worship Service 11:00 am 
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January 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

           SWAP 

          6-7:30 pm 

          @ Church 

4 5 

         TNT 

          7-9  pm 

          @ Church 

6 7 8 

 Game Night 

    5-10 pm 

   @ Church 

9 

10 

           SWAP 

          6-7:30 pm 

          @ Church 

11 12 

       TNT 

          7-9  pm 

          @ Church 

13 14 15 16 

17 

           SWAP 

          6-7:30 pm 

          @ Church 

18 19 

       TNT 

          7-9  pm 

          @ Church 

20 21 22 

FLY  

Registration 

    5-10 pm 

   @ Church 

23 

Snow Tubing  

  9 am - 2 pm 

 @  7 Springs 

24 

           SWAP 

          6-7:30 pm 

          @ Church 

25 26 

        TNT 

          7-9  pm 

          @ Church 

27 28 29 30 

31 
           SWAP 

          6-7:30 pm 

          @ Church 

      

Ruthfred  Youth  Ministry  Calendar 
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                Reading Through the Bible 2021 
 

For those of you who completed "Reading Through the Bible 2020", Congratulations! 

For those of us who tried but kept falling behind, we're still better off than if we hadn't 

participated at all. Since listening to God speak to us through His Word needs to be an 

ongoing, lifelong process, our church is going to promote another coordinated Scripture 

reading project:  "The One Year Chronological Bible". This reading plan is provided by 

Tyndale House Publishers, and is available via the same YouVersion app that we used 

in 2020. 

 

So -- what is meant by "Chronological Bible"?  Basically it means reading various 

passages arranged so as to provide a chronological timeline. Here is the description 

provided by YouVersion for this plan: 

 

Gain a better understanding of the 
order of biblical events and the his- 
toric context in which they unfolded. 
The One Year Chronological Bible 
gives readers a fresh look at the  
Bible. With the full text divided into 
365 portions for daily reading it 
allows readers the opportunity to 
read through the Bible in one year. 
 
We would like to thank Tyndale House 
Publishers for providing this plan. 
For more information, please visit: 

http://www.newliving translation.com/05discoverthenlt/oyb.asp 
 

For those who might wish to participate using a printed version of this plan, there are 

some "Chronological Bibles" on the table across from the elevator. The cost is $14, but 

if you cannot afford that, please take one anyway. Thanks again to Don Roose for being 

the coordinator for this. Please address any questions to him. See next page for the 

reading schedule for January 2021. 
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                Reading Through the Bible 2021 
 

                                   Schedule for January  
                             
1st Genesis 1 Genesis 2 Genesis 3 
2nd Genesis 4 Genesis 5 1 Chronicles 1:1-4  Genesis 6 
3rd Genesis 7 Genesis 8 Genesis 9 Genesis 10:1-5 1 Chronicles 1:5-7 
 Genesis 10:6-20 Genesis 10:31-32 1 Chronicles 1:17-23 Genesis 10:21-30 
 1 Chronicles 1:8-16 
4th Genesis 11:1-26 1 Chronicles 1:24-27 Genesis 11:27-31 Genesis 12 
 Genesis 13 Genesis 14 
5th Genesis 15 Genesis 16 Genesis 17 

6th Genesis 18 Genesis 19 Genesis 20 Genesis 21:1-7 
7th Genesis 21:8-34 Genesis 22 Genesis 23 Genesis 11:32 Genesis 24 
8th Genesis 25:1-4 1 Chronicles 1:32-33 Genesis 25:5-26 
 1 Chronicles 1:28-31 1 Chronicles 1:34 
9th Geneis 25:27-34 Genesis 26 Genesis 27 Genesis 28:1-5 
10th Genesis 28:6-22 Genesis 29 Genesis 30:1-24 
11th Genesis 30:25-43 Genesis 31 

12th Genesis 32 Genesis 33 Genesis 34 Genesis 35:1-27 
13th Genesis 36:1-19 1 Chronicles 1:35-37 Genesis 36:20-30 1 Chronicles 1:38-42 
 Genesis 36:31-43 1 Chronicles 1:43-54 2 Chronicles 2:1-2 
14th Genesis 37 Genesis 38 1 Chronicles 2:38-42 1 Chronicles 2:8 Genesis 39 
15th Genesis 40 Genesis 35:28-29 Genesis 41 
16th Genesis 42 Genesis 43 Genesis 44 Genesis 45:1-5 
17th Genesis 45:16-28 Genesis 46 Genesis 47:1-27 

18th Genesis 47:28-31 Genesis 48 Genesis 49 Genesis 50 
19th Job 1  Job 2  Job 3  Job 4 
20th Job 5  Job 6  Job 7 
21st Job 8  Job 9  Job 10 Job 11 
22nd Job 12 Job 13 Job 14 
23rd Job 15 Job 16 Job 17 Job 18 
24th Job 19 Job 20 Job 21 
25th Job 22 Job 23 Job 24 Job 25 

26th Job 26 Job 27 Job 28 Job 29 
27th Job 30 Job 31 
28th Job 32 Job 33 Job 34 
29th Job 35 Job 36 Job 37 
30th Job 38 Job 39 Job 40:1-5 
31st Job 40:6-24  Job 41 Job 42 
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    Church marquee signs seen around town: 
 

 

       
 

 

 

     A joyful heart is good medicine. 

               Proverbs 17:22a 

"I think, therefore I am."  --  Rene Descartes 

"I am, therefore you think."  --  God 

 Make your eternal reservations now! 

           Smoking  or  Non-smoking 

    

   Tweet others         

         as you 

     would like 

  to be tweeted 

The pews in this church 

  are full of hypocrites! 

       

      But there's always  

      room for one more. 

       

     Adam and Eve 

The first people to not  

      read the Apple 

  terms & conditions 

 

C H     C H 

     What's 

    missing? 

      U   R 


