
 

 

Heritage: Remember & Rehearse, Love & Live 
In a few days, as a nation, we will be celebrating the Fourth of July, which is the anniversary of our Declaration of 
Independence. I have had the privilege of seeing this prize document in the National Archives building in Washington 
D.C. I grew up in a home that loved history, and I grew to love it as well. Today, there is ongoing concern that the
youth of our nation do not know or value the heritage of our nation and that our freedoms are simply taken for
granted. Now, this is not a “youth-scolding” article. Those concerns are probably voiced in every generation. Also, what
our youth (and ourselves for that matter) know and value is based on what adults have taught them to love. That might
be a convicting thought!

God was concerned about His people forgetting their heritage in the midst of the abundance in the Promised Land, so 
He commanded that the parents (especially fathers) remember, rehearse, and relive repeatedly what it meant to live in 
relationship with God. This became known as the “Great Shema”: 

Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your might. These words, which I command you today, shall be 
on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up . . . You shall write 
them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.   --Deuteronomy 6: 4-9. 

To instruct the next generation it takes priority, routines, community, and love. To help the next generation walk in 
God’s ways takes more than just information, it takes intentional formation of spiritual life. God is also concerned that 
we not just pass on a knowledge of the Lord, but a LOVE for the Lord. This takes place in the context of gathering 
together in our church, homes, and daily life to review and rehearse the one true story of God’s salvation and then to 
live together as the people of God. The Christian life cannot be lived alone. It is only lived in communion with other 
believers in the Body of Christ. We are to remember who we are, and whose we are! 

Recently I read the results of a monumental “National Study of Youth and Religion” by Notre Dame sociologist 
Christian Smith (Quoted by James Smith in “You Are What You Love,” p.154) in which three conditions were 
identified that predicted whether a youth would continue in the Christian faith: 

1. When their parents live out lives of spiritual influence, habits, and practices;
2. When there are non-parental adults who care for them, encourage them, and speak to their lives spiritually; and
3. When their parents are connected with the spiritual non-parental adults who are in the lives of their youth.

When all three of these are connected, the spiritual community for the youth becomes strong and vibrant, and is 
conducive for nurturing Christian faith to a deep level. I am so thankful that Ruthfred offers this to our youth as we 
have a wonderful youth ministry, many strong Christian parents, and many devoted Christian adults in our 
congregation who intentionally invest in our youth. Thanks, Ruthfred Lutheran Church congregation, for being a 
spiritual community to our youth, as we together Review, Rehearse, and Live the life of Faith in Jesus! 

Growing Together in our Faith as the Family of God, 

Pastor Carlson 
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Please welcome Marybeth Dietz and Bev Rowan, who have 
graciously offered to help with editing the Herald. The goal is to 
improve the overall production level and distribution efficiency of 
the monthly newsletter, and their work will go a long way in 
achieving that. 
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Our Rich Musical Heritage 
By Tom Glasser 
 
There is no song of the month this month. Instead I decided to take a brief look at the rich heritage of Christian music 
in general. In his book “Orthodoxy,” G.K. Chesterton argues that most people are not convinced of a philosophy (or 
faith) from four books, but rather from “one book, one battle, one landscape, and one old friend.” When it comes to 
the Christian faith, I would add to his examples one inspirational Christian hymn, song, or choral masterpiece. 
 
When you stop to think about it, how many organizations in the world gather at least once a week and corporately sing 
songs and anthems from a vast treasury of selections, many of which are widely known and loved? The National 
Academy of Sciences? The Lions Club? For those of us who have grown up in the western Christian tradition, what we 
experience in church every Sunday is easily taken for granted. And many of us probably don’t realize the pearl of great 
price that we enjoy when we use beautiful music to honor God and uplift each other. 
 
David Yeagley was a member of the Comanche Nation and the great-great-grandson of the Comanche leader Bad 
Eagle. Mr. Yeagley was a classical composer and conservative political activist who held degrees from Oberlin College, 
Hart School of Music, Emory University, Yale Divinity School, and the University of Arizona. In a 2012 article he 
wrote the following: “Anyone trained in Western music, or familiar with its history, understands its profound 
superiority of development in all aspects of the art. No other music in the world remotely compares with it . . . The 
Western mind is three dimensional . . . We might say it is Trinitarian, as it were . . . Western music reflects the same 
Western mind that created the multi-dimensional architecture of the great cities—now imitated by all countries in the 
world.” (VDare.com.) Yeagly also notes that virtually every culture in the world, including his own native North 
American, does not advance far beyond rhythm and single line melody. It was only the Western Christian tradition 
that developed the complexities of harmony and counterpoint. 
 
The “Western” mind and music that Mr. Yeagley refers to is to a large degree intertwined with the history of the 
Church. Yet how we got to the music we enjoy today is a complicated story. At least twice in the New Testament Paul 
urges his readers to address each other with “psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.” In the second century, the Roman 

official Pliny described Christians as “meeting before dawn on a stated day and singing 
alternately a hymn to Christ as to a god.” However, the development and use of music 
throughout the church’s early history was not without controversy. There was controversy 
over the use of instrumentation because it smacked of relapsing into Judaism. When chanting 
started to give way to polyphony, there was controversy over whether the words were 
intelligible. There was controversy over whether music in worship was becoming too 
theatrical. There was controversy when some composers borrowed from secular songs that 
were sometimes even bawdy. Yet the Church gradually worked its way through all of these 
concerns and challenges. Along the way it also fostered the development of a system of 
written notation for music. This was a momentous breakthrough, allowing music to be more 
easily composed, taught, shared, and passed on. 

 
Fast forward to 2018. The Christian faith continues to inspire and find expression through many varied styles of music 
at various levels of sophistication, such as hymns, choral anthems, Gospel songs, contemporary praise and worship, 
African-American spirituals, simple children’s songs, and so on. Controversies and differences of opinion persist. Yet in 
the best traditions, two overarching concerns still hold sway: make sure the message is intelligible, and make it about 
praise and edification—not entertainment. 
 
Note: As Lutherans, we can rejoice that our tradition produced one of the greatest musicians and composers of all time 
in Johann Sebastian Bach. At the end of his compositions, Bach typically wrote the letters “S D G” — Soli Deo Gloria! 
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Official Acts 
May 21, 2018 — June 17, 2018 
 
Baptisms 
*Franklin Samuel Speicher VI – June 10, 2018 
Brody Luca Mondzelewski – June 17, 2018 
 
Funerals 
Donald Dean Boening – June 16, 2018 (memorial service) 
 
Weddings 
*Christine Haunschild and Ronald Stout – June 1, 2018 
*Sarah Catherine Boehme and Jeffrey Andrew Chastel – June 9, 2018 
 
 
 
*Indicates Member 
 
 

Work Camp 2018 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On July 1-6, the Ruthfred 
Lutheran youth group will be 
travelling to Benton Harbor 
Michigan to participate in Work 
Camp 2018. While there, the 
youth will participate in service 
projects geared towards building 
up a community struggling with 
poverty. Some of the activities 
will include helping elderly with 
yardwork and household 
cleanup projects, volunteering 
with local VBS programs, 
assisting at the local food bank, 
and much more. Prayers for a 
safe journey and an impactful 
week are much appreciated. 

Join Us For 
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Meet Our New Vicar: Kevin Czymbor 
 
 
 
Kevin was born and raised in Saginaw, Michigan. 
Interested in everything and unsure of what to focus on, 
he studied both Arts and Sciences resulting in an 
Associates of Science degree before ceasing his college 
studies. He learned and grew through 22 years of service 
in his local church as an acolyte, usher, prayer partner, 
elder, teacher, ministry trainer, and fill-in preacher. For 
18 years, Kevin enjoyed judging and coaching with his 
local high school speech team. His 14 years working for 
an Internet Service Provider have served him well in 
many ways, most recently, in his role as computer 
support for the AFLC Bible School and Seminary. 
 
Kevin and his wife Jaclyn were married on July 7, 2012 in Park River, North Dakota. They have two boys, 
Noah and Ezra. Jaclyn’s passion for elementary children led her to complete a Master’s degree in Early 
Childhood Education and to teach for 14 years within kindergarten and first-grade classrooms. She still has a 
heart for educating children but is not teaching while she focuses on being a mother and wife during Kevin’s 
completion of seminary. 
 
The Czymbor family enjoys visiting and supporting the Creation Museum and Ark Encounter destinations 
in Northern Kentucky. Kevin’s interest in science and communication has led to a strong passion for 
researching and discussing Creation Science and Creation Apologetics. 
 
Some interesting facts about the Czymbors: Kevin was disappointed the eighth time he flew in a plane 
because it was the first time he landed in a plane, the first seven times he had been skydiving. He regularly 
plays chess on chess.com, his username is “shaharaim” if you want to start a game with him. Jaclyn is from 
Mizpah in northern Minnesota, population of 130 when she grew up there. In 2008, she wrote a children’s 
book entitled “The Brightest Star.” Before her two sons were born she spent much of her free time crocheting 
baby hats. Now she wonders, “What is free time?” Noah’s current favorite word is “No” (he’s two years old) 
and he says “kay” instead of the word yes. He loves being outdoors and is very extroverted. Ezra was born a 
lot earlier than expected; he was two months old when he reached his due date. He mostly enjoys eating and 
sleeping at this time. We look forward to discovering the personality and abilities that God has created in 
him. 
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Are any of these on your bookshelves? 
 
These items have been out of the Library for many months or even years. Please check at home to see if you 
have any of them so we can get the Library operating efficiently. 
 
Books 
Footprints: The True Story Behind the Poem 
A Woman’s Choice 
Marriage Personalities 
If God Cares, Why Do I Still Have Problems? 
Seeds of Greatness 
Marriage Personalities Book 2 
101 Hymn Stories 
Turmoil in the Toy Box 
Insights for Young Mothers 
Comeback 
Bringing Out the Best in People 
Overcoming Hurt and Anger 
How Should We Then Live 
Sign Language 
In Tune 
The Augsburg Confession 
God and Vitamins 
Answers to Your Questions 
Church History 
Romans 2 
Genesis in Space and Time 
Bondage of the Will 
Christ in the Passover 
Dear and Glorious Physician 
Acts 
Together in Witness 
Not I, But Christ 
God Believes in You 
God in Hard Times 
How To Listen To God 
A Man’s Touch 
The Strong-Willed Child 
Faith Lessons on the Prophets and Kings of Israel 
Fireproof 
He Cares, He Comforts 
Rabboni . . . Which is to Say, Master 
Amazing Love 
A Shepherd Looks at the Good Shepherd and His Sheep 
Testimony of Triumph 
Two by Evelyn 
Christian Ways to Date, Go Steady, and Break Up 
The Right Mate 

 
First Easter 
Wife, Mate, Mother, Me 
Don’t Waste Your Sorrows 
Something Wonderful Happened 
Uncomplicated Guide to Becoming a Super-Parent 
125 Crowd Breakers 
Beyond Ourselves 
Youth Worker’s Success Manual 
How to Respond to the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
How to Respond to the Latter-Day Saints 
Another Way of Seeing 
All Things are Possible Through Prayer 
God’s Smuggler 
His Stubborn Love 
Creative Counterpart 
 
CDs 
The Voice of the Resurrection 
Dumping Trash Finding Treasure 
God of the Living 
Wrestling 
A Father’s Blessing 
Guaranteed for Life 
The Road Ahead 
Love For Life 
You are the Body of Christ 
The Excellence of Knowing Christ 
Fear Not, for Behold I bring You Good Tidings of Great 
Joy 
Can’t Live Without Him Resurrection Mass Choir 
This is My Son, My Chosen One, Listen to Him 
Passover, the Beginning of the Journey 
The Betrayal and Denial of Jesus 
Citizens of Heaven 
Why? 
The Arrest of Jesus 
The Foolishness of the Cross 
Jesus Before Pilate 
The Lullaby Album 
Shine Jesus Shine 
He Is Exalted
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Announcements and Upcoming Events 
 

Vacation Bible School 
July 23 — July 27, 2018 
9 AM to Noon 

 
Shipwrecked – Saved by Jesus! 
Venture to an uncharted island where kids survive and thrive. 
Anchor kids in the truth that Jesus carries them through life’s storms. 
 
Registration: Online registration is highly recommended and will close July 21st. Walk-in registration 
will begin on Monday, July 23rd at 8:30 AM. Ages 4 years through 8th graders may attend. There is 
no registration fee for Vacation Bible School. 
 
Volunteers are needed to help make it great for the kids! Visit the table on the first floor at the bottom 
of the stairs, or sign up here: https://vbspro.events/p/events/0d5334. 

 
For questions, contact Lauren Compel by email at: VBS_laurencompel@yahoo.com. 

 
 

College & Career Group will meet this summer each Thursday at 7:00 PM at church in the Fireplace 
Lounge, or at particular homes or other places on certain occasions. 
 
 

We are planning a trip! On October 4-5 we will be going to Lancaster, PA to see “Jesus” at the Sight and 
Sound Theater. The reviews have been outstanding and we want all of you to mark your calendars and pack 
your bags for an excellent adventure. More details will follow, but we need 35 people to commit to this event 
so that we can do it. See Patricia Lutz or Norma Vogel if you are interested or have any questions. 
 
 

Mark Your Calendars 
 
Tuesday, July 10 from 7-8 PM: the next meeting of the Women’s Planning Committee in the church 
conference room. We encourage all women to attend this meeting. We will be planning and discussing 
exciting upcoming events (for example, the two below) for our dear church. See you there. 
 
Sunday, September 23 – Following the second service (12:15-2:30 PM) will be the Fall Family Brunch (no 
Steelers game that day). Covered dish. More information to follow. 
 
Sunday, December 2 – From 1:30-3:30 PM will be the Women’s Christmas Lunch. Entertainment and menu 
to be determined. More information to follow. 
  

https://vbspro.events/p/events/0d5334
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