
 

You may have guessed it by now. I love the liturgical calendar. I love the structure it provides for simple, distracted minds like 
mine. I love watching the story of God’s plan of salvation unfold through its various times and seasons. I love the festivals and most 
often the colors and symbols that go along with each. During Advent and Lent, in our church, we wear beautiful purple stoles (a 
bonus for this Vikings fan). During Christmas and Easter seasons we wear white, which I enjoy due to its slimming quality. On 
Pentecost we have one Sunday to don the bright and vivid red. On Trinity Sunday we have one more day of thinning white, and 
then all of a sudden we’re wearing green. Green, green, and more green. Green doesn’t look good on me. As a Vikings fan, I have 
been conditioned to dislike green. Yet I’m wearing it for the Next. Six. Months! 

As a fashionista, this bothers me. As a pastor I love it. Green is the perfect color for the liturgical season known as the “Time of the 
Church.” It’s the time that describes the explosion of God’s Kingdom on Earth. Just as the barren deadness of winter gives birth to 
brilliant green foliage in the spring, so too the life-giving Gospel gives life and growth to the people of God through his Word and 
the Sacraments. It’s a beautiful season. 

It’s beautiful because in it we see God’s love for the Church. The Church is a big deal in God’s eyes. Christ died for the Church to 
make her his bride. Perhaps because of this language we often view the Church as some ethereal, “out there” kind of concept. But 
the Church is a very real, practical, and living entity. In fact, if you have been grafted into God’s family through faith in Christ, you 
are one of the Church’s constituent parts. Paul says in Colossians that Christ is the head of the body—the Church. Writing to the 
Corinthians, he refers to all Christians as a “body” in which Christ is head and they are its various body parts, all possessing 
different functions. 

In this definition, a practical point emerges: if the Church consists of all believers and these believers each have a role in the 
“body,” there is no such thing as “Lone Ranger” Christians. It’s impossible for an amputated arm to serve any useful function for 
the body from which it was severed. It needs that connection to the head and torso to work. In the same way, to function as they 
are called, Christians need to be connected not just to the Head but also to one another. This is why the writer of Hebrews insists 
that his readers (i.e. us) not forsake meeting together, as even some in that day were in the habit of doing. A connection to a local 
congregation is vital for members of the Church. It’s how God designed us to work. 

I’ve often heard individuals make the argument that they don’t need to go to church to worship God. In one sense this is true. A 
person can worship God wherever they are. I’ve also heard that a person needn’t be connected to a local congregation to serve 
God. This is also in a sense true. A Christian’s service to God often takes place through ordinary means outside of the meeting of 
the local congregation. When, for instance, parents serve their children, God is working through them, and they are serving Christ 
who is hidden in their children. This is true of all of the seemingly ordinary and mundane callings we have in life, whether it be in 
our families, jobs, or communities. All of it is service to God. Gene Veith in his book, “God At Work,” does a beautiful job of 
explaining this concept. 

In this, however, one question remains to be answered. How are we fueled to worship and serve God rightly? To view it from 
another angle, if Christianity was only about our worship of God or work for him, wouldn’t it be a religion of law? Wouldn’t that 
be making our standing before God about our worship or what we are doing for him? This isn’t what Christianity is. The Church 
was built not by our sweat, but by Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for us on a cross. It is founded upon God’s Word, not 
our works. This is precisely why we call our Sunday morning gatherings “Divine Service.” We come primarily not to worship and 
serve God, although this, of course, happens. First and foremost, we come to be served by the Divine through His Word and the 
Sacraments as a body, together as a congregation. Through His service to us, we receive fresh forgiveness and spiritual food to fuel 
our work for Him in the rest of life. The body of Christ needs this connection to our Head more than our bodies need air to work 
properly. Sadly, too many Christians misunderstand this and many far-less-important activities consume this opportunity to be 
served by God. 

During this “Time of the Church,” I encourage you to review your participation in the congregation. Come to be served by God. 
This is how God makes the dead foliage of sinful hearts sprout into brilliant green life. 

Pastor Osier 
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Thank you to our wonderful Herald Assembly 
and Mailing team, who volunteer many hours 
each month to get the newsletter out. 
If you are interested in helping out with this 
ministry, please contact Joyce Bock. 
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Song of the Month 
By Tom Glasser 

To God be the Glory 
Lyrics: Fanny J. Crosby 

Music: William H. Doane 

Glory:  1. High renown or honor won by notable achievements 
2. Magnificence or great beauty

This hymn of praise is not in our hymnal, but it is well known and most of us are probably familiar with it. The melody 
by William Doane is joyful, upbeat, and as Bob Vogel likes to say about some of the easier choir anthems, “almost 
sings itself.” But what can we say about the lyrics by Ms. Crosby? Reflecting the title, the poem starts out “To God be 
the glory…” I like the subtle way she phrases that, as opposed to the problematic concept of “giving glory to God.” 

If God is the most powerful, perfect, glorious Being that exists, how can we give Him more glory than He already has? 
We can certainly honor and worship Him just for being the Being that He is. And we can certainly praise Him for the 
wonders of His creation. But what I like about Crosby’s lyrics is that they focus on praising God for the “great things 
He has done.” What are those great things? That God loved us so much that He emptied and humbled Himself in the 
person of Jesus to achieve our “perfect redemption” by “the purchase of blood.” 

Frances “Fanny” Jane Crosby was born on March 24th, 1820. At the tender age of eight she wrote her first poem. By 
the end of her life she had become known as the “Queen of Gospel Song Writers,” having written more than 8,000 
gospels! And that doesn’t include the more than 1,000 secular poems she also composed. Fanny also became a good 
soprano singer and learned to play the piano, organ, harp, and guitar. She became a teacher, instructing in the subjects 
of grammar, rhetoric, and history. She was often called upon as a public speaker, including an address before the New 
York State Legislature and one before the U.S. Congress. She memorized huge portions of Scripture. But what Fanny 
wanted most to be remembered for was her work in Christian rescue missions in Manhattan. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear His voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 

It’s easy to praise the Lord when we’re healthy, happy, and all’s right with the world. Other times, maybe not so much. 
We all know the story of how Jesus showed Himself to Thomas after the resurrection, saying “Do you believe because 
you have seen? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.” I think of all the healings that Jesus performed 
and feel that at some point He must have also said, “Blessed are those who have not been healed and yet believe.” 
Fanny would almost certainly be counted among those blessed ones. If you didn’t already know, Fanny Crosby was 
totally blind from infancy on. 

Purer, and higher, and greater will be; 
Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. 

 Note: The one hymn by Fanny Crosby that we do have in our hymnal is “Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior” #461. 
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Official Acts 
April 16, 2018 – May 20, 2018

Baptisms New Members 
Penelope Rain Meussner – April 29, 2018 April 29, 2018 
*Bowen Elle Dray – May 20, 2018 Josh Anderson 

Emily Bostaph 
Funerals William and Kristin Crothers 
*Dolores “Dee” L. Berlin – April 23, 2018 John Demkowicz 

David Deremer 
Michael Huffman 
Jocelyn Marshall 

(*indicates members) William and Patricia VanKirk

Council Highlights 
May 14, 2018 

The Benevolence Committee requested Council’s approval to change the giving designation from the 
Ambassador Institute Fund to the Orality Institute Fund, which is directed by Pastor Kevin Olson. The 
Benevolence Committee also requested that the funds originally budgeted for the Ambassador Institute be 
redirected to the Orality Institute, retroactive from January 2018. Council approved both requests. 

Pastor Carlson noted that the Quanbeck family would be leaving Pennsylvania for Nebraska early the next 
morning. Vicar Quanbeck attended the council meeting long enough to say good-bye and express his 
gratitude for the blessing of serving and learning at Ruthfred. 

Council approved renovation of the sanctuary air conditioner compressor at a cost not to exceed $4,795. 

Council also approved the transfer of $8,000 from the Current Fund to the Benevolence Fund. 

Andrew Vogel has accepted the media position and will begin employment on June 1st. 

Pastor Osier and Joanne Salvetti have volunteered to serve on committees at the 2019 AFLC conference. 

The trustees ask that VBS decorators do not tuck any decorations under the ceiling tiles as the tiles are 
brittle and easily damaged. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Leslie D. Gill, Secretary 
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Confirmands 
 
Sadie Rose Carlson 
Lauren Taylor Kreutzer 
Joshua James Libell  
Olivia Nichole Underwood 
Christopher Alan Worrall 
 
 
 

College Graduates 
 
Max Augenstein 
Penn State University 
Bachelor of Science in Industrial 
Engineering 
 
Max Rowan 
Penn State University 
Bachelor of Science in Computer 
Science 
School of Engineering 
 
Christopher Boff 
Thiel College 
Bachelor of Science in 
Environmental Science 
 
Andrew Valentine 
California University of Pennsylvania 
Bachelor of Science in 
Technology Education 
  
Rachel Campion 
West Virginia Wesleyan College 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
 
Andrew Vogel 
Grove City College 
Bachelor of Science in Computer 
Information Systems 
Minor in High-Tech 
Entrepreneurship 

  
 
 

Brianna Riley 
Penn State University 
Bachelor of Science in Accounting 
and in Management Information 
Systems 
 
Aaron Glasser 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
Bachelor of Science in Mathematics 
  
Gina Cox 
University of Phoenix 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
 
Luke Langkamp 
University of Pittsburgh 
Bachelor of Science in Chemistry 
Minor in Italian 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

High School Seniors 
Victoria Boehme 
Ethan Campion 
Nicholas Cooley 

Rachel Grant 
Cassandra Henricks 

Nathan Johnsen 
Kendall Kelly 

Tyler Kreutzer 
Alex Moore 

Matthew Moore 
Daphne Ng 

Madison Roman 
Sophia Russell 

Brianna Shannon 
Justin Tarrant 

Connor Wholey 
Brooke Worrall 

Benjamin Yantek 
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Announcements 

 
 
 

College & Career Group will meet this summer each Thursday at 7:00 PM at church in the Fireplace 
Lounge, or at particular homes or other places on certain occasions. 
 

 

Men’s Group BBQ 
Hey Men! Join us at Pete Huwe's house (5602 Saddlebrook, Bethel Park) on Tuesday, June 
19 from 6-8 PM for a barbeque, fellowship, maybe some music, and a time for devotion. 
Bring your swimsuit in case the weather is nice! Please RSVP by Monday, June 
18 to PHuwe@eastman.com or text (412) 352-4596. 

 
 

Vacation Bible School 
This year VBS will be held July 23-27. The church council made the decision to move the date ahead this 
year because schools and colleges are starting earlier in the fall. By holding VBS earlier, our college students 
and school teachers can still help with this important ministry! 
 

 
Happy Father’s Day! 

June 17, 2018 
 

Mark Your Calendars 
 
Tuesday, July 10 from 7-8 PM: the next meeting of the Women’s Planning Committee in the church 
conference room. We encourage all women to attend this meeting. We will be planning and discussing 
exciting upcoming events (for example, the two below) for our dear church. See you there. 
 
Sunday, September 23 – Following the second service (12:15-2:30 PM) will be the Fall Family Brunch (no 
Steelers game that day). Covered dish. More information to follow. 
 
Sunday, December 2 – From 1:30-3:30 PM will be the Women’s Christmas Lunch. Entertainment and menu 
to be determined. More information to follow. 






	1 - Pastor's Article
	2 - Intro
	3 - Song of the Month
	4 - Acts
	5 - Confirmands; HS and College
	6 - Katy Dahl Announcement
	7 - Announcements
	8 -Mail Page



