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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is  inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 
Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  
Maundy Thursday, April 9, 2020 

“Seek the Peace of the Neighborhood” 

Prelude: 

“’Tis Midnight, 

And On Olive’s 

Brow” 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“’Tis Midnight, 

And On Olive’s 

Brow” (AMB85)” 
 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 
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The Call to Worship  

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Order for Public Confession (SBH, p. 247) 

 C: Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid, cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy 

holy Name; through Jesus Christ, thy Son our Lord, Amen. 

P: Let us humbly kneel, and make confession unto God, imploring his 

forgiveness through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C: O God, our heavenly Father, I confess unto thee that I have 
grievously sinned against thee in many ways; not only by 

outward transgressions, but also by secret thoughts and 

desires which I cannot fully understand, but which are all 

known unto thee. I do earnestly repent, and am heartily sorry 
for these my offenses, and I beseech thee of thy great 

goodness to have mercy upon me, and for the sake of thy 

dear Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, to forgive my sins, and 

graciously to help my infirmities. Amen.  

The Absolution, Admonition & Blessing:   

 P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, hath had mercy upon us, and 
for the sake of the sufferings, death, and resurrection of his dear Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, forgiveth us all our sins. As a Minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare unto you 
who do truly repent and believe in him, the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins. In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Ghost.  

 P: On the other hand, by the same authority, I declare unto the 
impenitent and unbelieving, that so long as they continue in their 
impenitence, God hath not forgiven their sins, and will assuredly visit 
their iniquities upon them, if they turn not from their evil ways, and 

come to true repentance and faith in Christ, ere the day of grace be 

ended. 

 P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Love of God, and the 

Communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. 

  C: Amen 

 

Lent is a season where we 

are invited to examine 

ourselves.  When we do 

we find that we are 

confronted with our 

sinfulness.  As we begin 

our worship of him, we 

come to him together, 

and in the quietness of 

our own hearts, asking for 

his forgiveness, knowing 

that because of Christ, he 

gladly grants it.  

(1 John 1:9) 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: God forbid that I should glory. 

 C: Save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. In Him is 

salvation, life and resurrection from the dead. 

P: By Him we are redeemed and set at liberty. God be merciful to us, 

and bless us. 

 C: And cause His face to shine upon us. (Galatians 6: 14; Psalm 67: 1) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Lenten Text: Jeremiah 29: 4-7, 10, 14 (NKJV) 

 
4
Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all who were 

carried away captive, whom I have caused to be carried away from 
Jerusalem to Babylon: 

5 
Build houses and dwell in them; plant 

gardens and eat their fruit. 
6 

Take wives and beget sons and 
daughters; and take wives for your sons and give your daughters to 
husbands, so that they may bear sons and daughters—that you may 
be increased there, and not diminished. 

7 
And seek the peace of the 

city where I have caused you to be carried away captive, and pray to 
the LORD for it; for in its peace you will have peace. 
 
10

For thus says the LORD: After seventy years are completed at 
Babylon, I will visit you and perform My good word toward you, and 
cause you to return to this place.  
 

 
14

I will be found by you, says the LORD, and I will bring you back from 
your captivity; I will gather you from all the nations and from all the 
places where I have driven you, says the LORD, and I will bring you to 
the place from which I cause you to be carried away captive. 
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The Epistle Lesson: Revelation 21: 3-7 (NASB) 

 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and 
they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them, 

4 
and 

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer 
be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or 
pain; the first things have passed away.” 

5 
And He who sits on the 

throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” And He said, 
“Write, for these words are faithful and true.” 

6 
Then He said to me, “It 

is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I 
will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life 
without cost. 

7 
He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will 

be his God and he will be My son. 

The Gradual: 

 Christ has humbled himself and become obedient unto death, even 
the death of the Cross. Wherefore God also has highly exalted him 

and given him a Name which is above every name. (Philippians 2: 8-9)  

The Holy Gospel Lesson: John 14: 1-6 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 
2 

In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I 
would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 

3 
If I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, 
that where I am, there you may be also. 

4 
And you know the way 

where I am going.” 
5 

Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know 

where You are going, how do we know the way?” 
6 

Jesus said to him, 
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father 

but through Me. 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 
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The Confession of Faith: The Nicene Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth, And of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
Begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance 
with the Father, By whom all things were made; Who for us men, 
and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate 
by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, And was made man; And was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried; And the third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures, 
And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the 
Father.  And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick 

and the dead; Whose Kingdom shall have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the 
Prophets.  And I believe one Holy Christian and Apostolic Church.  I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins.  And I look for 

the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come.   

The Announcements (Please be seated) 

The Special Music 
Robert Vogel, piano—”The Old Rugged Cross”  (George Bennard) 
 

The Old Rugged Cross 
 

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, 
The emblem of suffering and shame, 

And I love that old cross where the dearest and best  
For a world of lost sinners was slain. 

 
So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross 
Till my trophies at last I lay down. 
I will cling to the old rugged cross 

And exchange it some day for a crown. 
 

We confess our faith using 

the Words of the Nicene 

Creed.  Though officially 

adopted a few hundred 

years after Christ’s earthly 

ministry, the Creed 

emphasizes the truths that 

had been taught since the 

time of the Apostles, 

namely, that Christ is both 

fully God and fully 

man.  As such, we are 

assured that in the person 

of Jesus Christ, God 

Himself became like us in 

every way, yet perfect and 

without sin; and shed His 

own Blood and gave His 

own Body in death so that 

we could find in Him 

forgiveness of sin and life 

eternal. 

This creed has been used 

in worship across 

denominational lines. 
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The Sermon Hymn: 

“In Heaven Above” 
(SBH146, 2nd tune) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  

“Seeking the Peace of the Neighborhood while ‘Sheltering in Place.’” 
                                                                        Jeremiah 29: 4-7, 10, 14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy king-
dom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us 

this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into tempta-

tion, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen. 



10 

The Closing Hymn:  

“When I Survey 
The Wondrous 

Cross” 

(AMB63) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude: 

“When I Survey 

The Wondrous 
Cross” 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Westerbur| Vicar (Seminary Intern) 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 231) 
BrianWesterbur@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 860-6270 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Erin Campion  
Preschool Director 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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