
 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
We all have favorite characters from movies or novels. One of mine is Dug from the Disney-Pixar movie, Up. Dug is an 
affable dog who aids the elderly Mr. Fredricksen and his young sidekick, Russell, in their quest to stop the evil Charles 
Muntz from capturing their bird friend, Kevin. Great movie. Great character development. Worth every moment I’ve 
spent watching it. Or so I think. But I digress. 
 
Back to the dog, Dug. Dug is known for his ability to talk through his specially engineered collar. This, of course, 
provides for some substantial comic relief. Dug’s trademark line is, “Squirrel!” at which he will randomly stop mid-
sentence and stare off into the distance, thinking that he may see a squirrel worthy of chasing. Hilarious! Great writing 
by the Pixar team, if I do say so myself. 
 
Now, why did I bring that up? 
 
Ah, yes! Distractions. We have become a society of Dugs. We have become a people ready at a moment’s notice to 
break off mid-thought or mid-project and chase the squirrels of our own fancy. I’m guilty of this. Maybe you are too. 
Life is hectic. There are demands on us at work. Our families need our attention. Our schedules are crazy. I get the 
appeal of mentally checking out. We want a break from the stress.  
 
My concern is with those things that we mindlessly or habitually do to escape from the realities or stresses of our 
callings. These distractions may not be so dangerous in themselves, but when done mindlessly and habitually, I would 
argue they constitute a sinful shirking of one’s callings from God. And, contrary to what one may think, these types of 
distractions provide us with very little true rest. More often they produce anxiety or guilt. In some cases the distracted 
person wastes time that should have been spent on a project, which forces an unnecessary pressure and results in a 
poor product. In other cases, the time we use to distract ourselves could have been spent with those we love, in which 
meaningful bonds could have been cultivated. When those moments are seen as the waste they are, guilt ensues. 
 
God’s Word calls us to a more meaningful, thoughtful path. Paul says in Ephesians 5:15-17, “Look carefully then how 
you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be 
foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is” (ESV). To understand what the “best use” of that time is, we need 
to rid ourselves of the busying distractions, and look to His Word. It’s there we find His will and design for us. In 1 
Corinthians 7:17, Paul says, “. . . let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has 
called him” (ESV). 
 
As you “look carefully” at your life, are you seeing a life lived wisely? Are you seeing a life where your decisions and 
behaviors are formed by an understanding that you have a calling from God? Are you “making the best use of the 
time” knowing that your callings have eternal impact? I would encourage you to examine those distractions in your life 
which hinder your callings. I would challenge you to take the necessary steps to fight them, and to utilize the more 
beneficial means of sabbath rest to find the recharging that your soul needs. 
 
Finally, however, it must be said that as you “look carefully” at your life, you will inevitably uncover distractions that 
have deterred you from your callings. You will have failed others and yourself. When God opens our eyes to this, it 
hurts. It is in these moments that you must look to Jesus who “set his face” (a phrase describing thoughtful 
determination) to go to Jerusalem (Luke 9:51). He traveled undeterred and undistracted to Jerusalem to die upon a 
cross, whereby He paid for your sinful shirking. At the cross, your sins of distraction were forgiven. Look to that 
forgiveness as your comfort and as your strength to serve Him with thoughtful diligence. 
 

Pastor Adam Osier 

RUTHFREDHERALD 
October 2018                                Volume 28, No. 10 



ruthfredherald 

2  october2018   

 

 

In This Issue 
 
3 Song of the Month 
  “Just As I Am” 
 

4 Official Acts, Council Highlights 
  August 20, 2018 — September 16, 2018 
 

5-6 Past Obituaries 
 
7 Announcements 

 
The next Herald publication date is Wednesday, 
October 24, 2018. The submission deadline for 
articles is Sunday, October 14, 2018.  
 

Herald Staff 
 
Editorial Team 
 
 
Staff Writers 
 
Proofreading 
Mailing Labels 
Printing 
Assembly Leader 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, PA 15102 
www.Ruthfred.org 
 
Pastor Steven P. Carlson 
Pastor Adam G. Osier 
Vicar Kevin Czymbor 
 
Office Manager Paula Mikulan 
Administrative Assistant Pat Lutz 
Youth Director Brandon Fouks 
Council President Gary Ausefski 

Steven Rothermel 
Marybeth Dietz 
Bev Rowan 
Mettelise Ziegler 
Tom Glasser 
Ruth and Alan Hinkelman 
Lauren Daugherty 
Paula Mikulan 
Joyce Bock Coming up 

 

World Communion Sunday 
Sunday, October 7, 2018. 
 

Reformation Day 
Wednesday, October 31, 2018 (Reformation service 
on Sunday, October 28, 2018). 



ruthfredherald 

 october2018  3 

Song of the Month 
By Tom Glasser 

Just As I Am 
Lyrics: Charlotte Elliott 

Music: William B. Bradbury 
 
In our home we have three daily calendars with Bible verses, devotional thoughts, and wise sayings on them. I like to 
update and read them every day. One of them contains excerpts from the writings of Max Lucado. The following is for 
August 5th: “Had any visits from Doubt lately? If you find yourself going to church to be saved and not because you 
are saved, then you’ve been listening to him. If you find yourself doubting if God could forgive you again for that, 
you’ve been sold some snake oil. If you are more cynical about Christians than sincere about Christ, then guess who 
came to dinner.” Have you? -- That is, had any visits from Doubt? If you have, you’re probably among the majority of 
us Christians. I dare say most of us go through periods when we question our faith. Often they are brought on by 
illnesses, tragedies, or just trying to make sense out of life. Sometimes it’s just a sleepless night when we stare at the 
ceiling and wonder whether all this Christianity stuff is really true. 
 
Charlotte Elliott had a night like that. Although brought up as a Christian in the Church of England, with clergyman 
throughout her family, she often had conflicting ideas about her relationship with God. At the age of 32 she suffered a 
severe illness that left her feeble and partially incapacitated for the rest of her life, and often resulted in feelings of 
depression and uselessness. On the eve of a charity bazaar her brother was holding to raise money for educating 
daughters of clergyman, she had a particularly restless night. Nineteenth century historian John Brownlie describes her 
experience: 
 

The night before the bazaar she was kept wakeful by distressing thoughts of her apparent uselessness; and 
these thoughts passed by a transition easy to imagine into a spiritual conflict, till she questioned the reality of 
her whole spiritual life, and wondered whether it were anything better after all than an illusion of the emotions, 
an illusion ready to be sorrowfully dispelled. The next day, the busy day of the bazaar, she lay upon her sofa in 
that most pleasant boudoir set apart for her in Westfield Lodge, ever a dear resort to her friends. The troubles 
of the night came back upon her with such force that she felt they must be met and conquered in the grace of 
God. She gathered up in her soul the great certainties, not of her emotions, but of her salvation: her Lord, His 
power, His promise. And taking pen and paper from the table she deliberately set down in writing, for her own 
comfort, “the formulae of her faith.” Hers was a heart which always tended to express its depth in verse. So in 
verse she restated to herself the Gospel of pardon, peace, and heaven. Probably without difficulty or long pause 
she wrote the hymn, getting comfort by thus definitely recollecting the eternity of the Rock beneath her feet. 
There, then, always, not only for some past moment, but even now she was accepted in the Beloved “Just as I 
am.” 

 
Charlotte’s poem was probably also influenced by the advice a reverend friend, Dr. Cesar Malan, once gave to her 
when she was convinced she needed to clean up her life before committing herself to Christ. His advice: just come as 
you are. 
              

Just as I am, without one plea,    Just as I am, though tossed about 
But that thy blood was shed for me,    With many a conflict, many a doubt, 
And that thou bidd’st me come to thee,   Fightings and fears within, without, 
O Lamb of God, I come.     O Lamb of God, I come. 
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Official Acts 
August 20, 2018 — September 16, 2018 
 
Funerals 
*Ruth W. Speer — August 20, 2018 
*Dagny Fjaere — September 15, 2018 
 
 
*Indicates Members 
 
 

Council Highlights 
Monday, September 10, 2018 
 

• Rich Kleiser reported that offerings for August were good, leaving Ruthfred finances in the black with 
a surplus of approximately $48,500. The Current Fund balance as of August 31st was $146,320; the 
William Harris legacy totals $223,359. Council will continue to gather ideas from the congregation as 
to the potential directing of the Harris Funds until October 1. 
 

• Rich Kleiser presented the proposed 2019 Budget to Council, which included a 6.5% increase over 
FY2018. Mark Killinger moved to accept the 2019 budget excluding the letter regarding the Finance 
Committee; Rich Rostaucher seconded; the motion passed. 
 

• A letter recommending that the ad hoc Finance Committee be established as a standing committee 
was considered. There was discussion whether a change to the bylaws would be necessary. It was 
decided that current members of the ad hoc Finance Committee, who had already agreed to remain 
on the committee, would continue to serve until such time as a standing committee is established. 
 

• Jen Carlson has stepped down as a codirector of Kids Time. Cheri Underwood moved to approve 
Denise Stutzman as her replacement. John Welsh seconded, and the motion passed. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Leslie D. Gill, Secretary 
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Obituaries 
 
In Sympathy and Memory . . . Previous Obituaries 
A traditional segment of The Herald once included a section dedicated to obituaries of our loved ones. We’d like to 
resume publishing these, and catch-up on those that have been missed over the past year or so. These obituaries will be 
included in the next couple of issues, as published in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, or other local media as noted. If you 
have a death notice or obituary (of a Ruthfred member) that you’d like to share, or notice that someone was 
inadvertently omitted, please feel free to submit it electronically at Herald@Ruthfred.org to be published in an 
upcoming issue of The Herald.  
 
*Indicates member 
 
*Allen C. Augenstein, age 53, of Peters Twp., passed away on March 20, 2018. Beloved husband of Anastasia (Serish) 
Augenstein for 27 years; loving father of Max Augenstein; son of the late Elmer and Carolyn Augenstein; caring 
brother of Dale (Maureen) Augenstein, Lois Smock, Joann (Michael) Donnelly, and the late Roy (Faye- surviving) 
Augenstein. Also survived by many loving nieces and nephews. A funeral service was held at Ruthfred Lutheran 
Church. 
 
*Duane Ralph Lawrence, age 81, of Bethel Park, passed away on March 18, 2018. Duane is survived by his beloved 
wife of 60 years, Laverne (Ovsak) Lawrence; two daughters, Teresa (Joseph) Laboon, Tina (Doug) Mead; 
grandchildren, Deah, Natalie, Joseph, Lindsay, and Douglas; great-grandchildren, Hunter, Sophia, and Ava; as well as 
many nieces, nephews, and friends. He was preceded in death by his parents, Lenora and Wm. Ralph Lawrence; and 
son, Tim Lawrence. Duane was an avid fisherman, boater, and was an all-around family man. He was also a veteran of 
the Marine Corps and worked for the Pennsylvania Railroad and Conrail. He retired in 1998, after 40 years of service. 
A funeral ceremony was held at Jefferson Memorial Funeral Home Chapel. 
 
Pauline Bond Weaver Leymeister, a long-time resident of the Upper St. Clair, PA area, passed on to live with the 
Lord on February 20, 2018 in Bradenton, Florida. Born in 1929 in Malvern, Arkansas, Pauline attended St. Ursuline 
Academy and The University of Toledo. She had a strong Christian faith and attended Mt. Lebanon Christian 
Church, PA and Ruthfred Lutheran Church, PA. She was preceded in death by Stephen Bond (father), Grace Bond 
(mother), Thomas W. Weaver (husband), George F. Leymeister (husband), and Jason Leymeister (step-grandson). 
Devoted mother of four children, Thomas (Terri), Linda (Wally), Todd (Pam), and Sally (Michael). She left nine 
grandchildren, Lindsay (A.J.), Adam (Victoria), Craig, Cal, Ryan, Stephen, Katie (Kate), Shannon, and Bradley 
(Fernanda), and four great-grandchildren, Norah, Eros, Gavin, and Weston. In addition, she is survived by two 
stepsons, Dave (Lisa) and Ken Leymeister, three step-grandchildren, Jennifer (Sean), Blake (Christie), and Miles (Tori) 
and three step-great-grandchildren, Jason, Jack, and Jett. Pauline loved her family and dedicated her life to them and 
the Lord. (Published in the Bradenton Herald.) 
 
*Ernest L. Streiner  
Ernie Streiner, of Bethel Park, passed away on February 3, 2018, age 84, while holding hands with his beloved wife of 
53 years, Mary Lou (Schultz). Ernie was in the U.S. Army during the Korean Conflict. He was a self-employed optician 
who owned and operated Suburban Optical in Bridgeville for 33 years. He was a longtime member of Ruthfred 
Lutheran Church, where he faithfully served in many ways. His funeral service was held at Ruthfred Lutheran Church. 

mailto:Herald@Ruthfred.org
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Obituaries, Continued 
 
Donald D. Boening. March 29, 1936 — January 25, 2018. Don Boening of Phoenix AZ, formerly of 
Pittsburgh PA. Beloved husband of Susan Subbot Boening of 40 years; loving father to Dan McConaha, Joni 
(Randy) McCann, Leslie Halon; precious brother of Joan Knefelkamp. Predeceased by his parents, Dr. O. H. 
Boening (Zion Lutheran Church), Esther Boening and sister, Elaine Cimino. He also leaves behind 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and many nieces and nephews. Don retired from Prudential Insurance 
Co. after 35 years. He never lost his sense of humor. Don was a loving husband, caring father, grandfather, 
uncle, and friend of countless people. He will be missed beyond belief by his wife, family, and friends for his 
warm heart, brilliant smile, shinning blue eyes, and sense of humor. Don was a never-ending supporter of the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. A memorial service for Don was held at Ruthfred Lutheran Church on June 16th. 
 
Elsie Grace (Succop) Lautner, born on April 1, 1939 and passed away on January 9, 2018. Elsie was a 
resident of Kingston Springs, Tennessee at the time of passing. Esther was a dear soul with great faith in 
Jesus Christ. Elsie was married to her husband George for 57 years. She loved him and her concern was 
always for him. Elsie loved her two sons, David who lives in Kingston Springs, TN and George who lives in 
Larimore, ND with his wife, Christine, and her grandchildren, Andrew and Hannah. She often spoke of her 
dear friends she left behind at Ruthfred Lutheran Church. She loved her church, and the ladies she hung out 
with in circle. She taught grace to her Sunday School kids, many who have continued to recall the impact she 
had on their lives. Elsie also spoke of the great blessing of Christine’s parents, George and Rose. She also 
loved her sister-in-law Dorothy and her nieces and nephews and their husbands and wives and children. Elsie 
had many friends, but some stood out as particularly close. They would be Julie Luta and Chuck and 
Virginia DiSalvo. Elsie was preceded in death by her father, Charles, and mother, Esther. May Elsie’s 
memory be cherished for the many ways she was used by God to proclaim His Grace. (Excerpt from Harpeth 
Hills Memory Gardens Funeral Home.) 
 
*Louis J. (Smith) Rodgers, of Bethel Park, passed away on, December 9, 2017, age 88, wife of the late John 
V. Rodgers, Jr.; loving mother of Joyce L. Rodgers and Gary J. Rodgers (Denise); grandmother of Daniel 
(Alicia), Jacqueline, and David; great-grandmother of Zachary. Lois and John were longtime members of 
Ruthfred. They were dear friends of Pastor Dennis and faithful servants of God and the church. Lois was a 
devoted Sunday School and Bible School teacher at Ruthfred Lutheran for over 20 years. A funeral service 
was held at Ruthfred Lutheran. 
 
*Ruth Laverne (Kraeuter) Arelt, Age 87, of Cabot, PA (formerly of Hudson, FL, and Bethel Park, PA), on 
August 4, 2017, daughter of the late Lawrence and Pauline Kraeuter; survived by her children, Mark (Peggy) 
Arelt of Bethel Park, PA, Kirby (Joe) Palmisano of Massillon, OH, and Tracey (Randy) Smith of Lower 
Burrell, PA; preceded in death by her beloved husband, Robert J. Arelt; and her sister, Lois Bustinger. A 
graduate of South Hills High School, Pittsburgh, PA, and from Capital University in Columbus, OH, a 
parish worker at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Pittsburgh, PA, a parish worker and youth group leader at 
Ruthfred Lutheran Church in Bethel Park, PA. 
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Announcements 
 
Recent Stewardship Projects 
 

Thank you for your donations to the Pittsburgh's Veterans Administration 
Hospital collected in May. Roger Kurtz delivered four large boxes of items to be 
distributed to patients with a need. Your thoughtfulness and generosity were very 
much appreciated. 
 
Ruthfred filled five totes with school supplies for the Salvation Army Back-to-
School program at the center on McNeilly Road. They were very grateful for our 
support and participation in helping students have a good start to the school year. 
 

Anyone interested in helping with a Stewardship Project at any time during the year can contact Jill Kurtz who 
organizes collections as part of Ruthfred's Women's Ministry. 
 
-Submitted by Jill Kurtz 
 
Women of the Church 
Christmas Lunch Bring A Friend 
December 2, 1:30—3:30 PM 
Wonderful singing entertainment. Fantastic catered meal. Sign-up will begin in November. 
 
 
The next meeting of the Women's Planning Committee is October 23 at 7:00 PM in the church conference room. All 
women are invited and encouraged to attend. Come and experience the exciting events the women of the church are 
planning and exploring. If this is your first meeting, WELCOME! If you haven't attended for a while, we look forward to 
seeing you again! Any questions, please contact Bev Rowan. 
 
 
XYZers be sure to mark your calendars for the last Friday in October, October 26, when Tom Leech, author of the 
book, “Bridges, Pittsburgh at the Point, A Journey Through History,” will give a unique presentation of the 250-year 
history of downtown Pittsburgh as seen through the eyes of the many bridges, present and long-forgotten, that have 
spanned the waters of the Monongahela, Allegheny, and Ohio Rivers. 
 
 
 Fall Family Brunch 

Sunday, September 23 was the first Fall Family 
Brunch. We had wonderful fellowship time and 
lots of fantastic food samples. Entertainment by 
Mike and Chris was most energetic and engaging. 
Thank you to all who attended and participated. 
Ideas for future brunches are gladly welcome. Any 
questions or comments please contact Bev Rowan” 
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