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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

 

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 

Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  
Palm Sunday, April 5, 2020 

Prelude: 

“All Glory, Laud, 

And Honor” 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“All Glory, Laud, 

And Honor” 
 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 



4 

We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 41) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the Name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we 

flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 

O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son to 

die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us true 
knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to thy 

Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake forgives 
us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives the power 
to become children of God, and bestows upon them His Holy Spirit.  

The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this O 

Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Be not far from me, O Lord. 

 C: O my strength, come quickly to help me. Save me from 

the lion’s mouth. 

P: And deliver me from the horns of the wild oxen. My God, my God 

why have you forsaken me. 

 C: Why are you so far from helping me? (Psalm 22: 1, 19-21) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 41) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 48) 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

P: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

The Collect:  

P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, who has sent your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, to take upon him our flesh, and to suffer 
death upon the Cross, that all mankind should follow the example of 
his great humility. Mercifully grant that we may both follow the 

example of his patience, and also be made partakers of his 
Resurrection; through the same your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Ghost, one God, world 

without end. 

 C: Amen  

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is Latin for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 
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The Old Testament Lesson: (NASB) 

 Zechariah 9: 9-17: 
 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of 

Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and 
endowed with salvation, humble, and mounted on a donkey, even 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

10 
I will cut off the chariot from 

Ephraim and the horse from Jerusalem; and the bow of war will be 
cut off. And He will speak peace to the nations; and His dominion 
will be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11 

As for you also, because of the blood of My covenant with you, I 
have set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 

12 
Return to the 

stronghold, O prisoners who have the hope; this very day I am 
declaring that I will restore double to you. 

13 
For I will bend Judah as 

My bow, I will fill the bow with Ephraim. And I will stir up your sons, 
O Zion, against your sons, O Greece; and I will make you like a 
warrior’s sword. 

14 
Then the LORD will appear over them, and His 

arrow will go forth like lightning; and the Lord GOD will blow the 
trumpet, and will march in the storm winds of the south. 

15 
The LORD 

of hosts will defend them. And they will devour and trample on the 
sling stones; and they will drink and be boisterous as with wine; and 

they will be filled like a sacrificial basin, drenched like the corners of 
the altar. 

16 
And the LORD their God will save them in that day as the 

flock of His people; for they are as the stones of a crown, sparkling in 
His land. 

17 
For what comeliness and beauty will be theirs! Grain will 

make the young men flourish, and new wine the virgins. 
 
 Zechariah 14: 4, 6-9: 
 

4
In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in 

front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split 
in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of 

the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward 
the south. 

  
 6 

In that day there will be no light; the luminaries will dwindle. 
7 

For it 
will be a unique day which is known to the LORD, neither day nor 
night, but it will come about that at evening time there will be light. 
8 

And in that day living waters will flow out of Jerusalem, half of 
them toward the eastern sea and the other half toward the western 
sea; it will be in summer as well as in winter. 

9 
And the LORD will be 

king over all the earth; in that day the LORD will be the only one, and 
His name the only one. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 



7 

The Psalm: Psalm 118: 19-29 (ESV) (responsive) 

P: Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through 

them and give thanks to the Lord. 

C: This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter 

through it. 

P: I thank you that you have answered me and have become my 

salvation. 

 C: The stone that the builders rejected has become the 

cornerstone. 

P: This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 C: This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and 

be glad in it. 

P: Save us, we pray, O Lord! O Lord, we pray, give us success! 

 C: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! We 

bless you from the house of the Lord.  

P: The Lord is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us. Bind 

the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar! 

 C: You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my 

God; I will extol you. 

P: Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love 

endures forever! 
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The Gradual: 
 You have held me by my right hand. You shall guide me with your 

counsel, and afterward receive me to glory. Truly God is good to 
Israel, even to such as are of a clean heart. My God, my God why 
have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from helping me? Our 

fathers trusted in you. They cried to you and were delivered.   
 (Psalm 73: 1, 26; 22: 1, 4)  

The Holy Gospel Lesson: Matthew 21: 1-11 (NASB) 

When they had approached Jerusalem and had come to 
Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 
2 

saying to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied there and a colt with her; 
untie them and bring them to Me. 

3 
If anyone says anything to 

you, you shall say, ‘The Lord has need of them,’ and immediately 
he will send them.” 

4 
This took place to fulfill what was spoken 

through the prophet: 
5 

“SAY TO THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, ‘BEHOLD 
YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU, GENTLE, AND MOUNTED ON A DONKEY, 
EVEN ON A COLT, THE FOAL OF A BEAST OF BURDEN.’” 

6 
The disciples 

went and did just as Jesus had instructed them, 
7 

and brought the 
donkey and the colt, and laid their coats on them; and He sat on 
the coats. 

8 
Most of the crowd spread their coats in the road, and 

others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading them 
in the road. 

9 
The crowds going ahead of Him, and those who 

followed, were shouting, Hosanna to the Son of David; BLESSED IS 
HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; Hosanna in the highest!” 
10 

When He had entered Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, 
“Who is this?” 

11 
And the crowds were saying, “This is the prophet 

Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 
 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 

the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Announcements  

The Special Music 

Louise Marino, trumpet—”The Palms (Faure) 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 



9 

 The Sermon 

Hymn:  

“Crown Him With 
Many Crowns” 
(SBH431, vs 1-3) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
“The King is Coming! Praise God, He’s Coming for me!” 
                                                                                           Zechariah 9: 9-17 
 

 

The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy king-

dom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us 

this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into tempta-

tion, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  
P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
(Numbers 6:24-26)  

The Closing Hymn: 

“Ride On, Ride On 

In Majesty!” 

(SBH73, 1st tune) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude: 

“Ride On, Ride On 

In Majesty!” 
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 Announcements 

Our pastor, vicar and congregation extend Christian love and sympathy to Larry 
Cumberledge and family upon the recent death of Larry’s father, Daniel Cumberledge, 95, from 

West Virginia.  

Bible Readings for the Week of Sunday, April 5th: 

         Sunday, 4/5              2 Samuel 4-7                       Thursday, 4/9         2 Samuel 19-21 
         Monday, 4/6            2 Samuel 8-12                     Friday, 4/10            2 Samuel 22-24 
         Tuesday, 4/7            2 Samuel 13-15                   Saturday, 4/11       1 Kings 1-2 

         Wednesday, 4/8      2 Samuel 16-18 

Youth Bible Camperships: $100 Bible Camperships are available to our youth attending a 
Christian camp. All camperships must be approved by Church Council. Deadline to submit an 
application TODAY, Sunday, April 5, 2020 for approval at the April Council meeting. Please place 

applications in the Council Secretary mail slot in the Conference Room. 

Our Preschool at Ruthfred is now open for registrations...3, 4, 5 year olds. Paper registrations 

are by the preschool door or available online. 

Your Offering Via eGiving: We know that supporting Ruthfred is important to you.  Our work 
supporting members and our community will not stop because of this public health challenge. 
We wanted to let you know that even though we cannot hold services at this time you may still 
support the work we are doing by using eGiving on our website.  Simply go to our home page, 
click on the “Give” box on the upper right side of the page and fill in the online donation form. 
We will weather this together, even if we’re not all in services.  We appreciate your giving, and 
we do important work with members’ generosity.  As we alter the way we operate, please 
consider making a gift via eGiving. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUTH NEWS 

Work Camp 2020 (9-12Grade) 

Registration for Work camp is due! We are pleased to announce that on July 12-July 17, 2020 

we will be traveling to Warrensburg NY. While they are there, kids will participate in various 

service projects to assist people in the community struggling with poverty. This trip will be open 

to youth in grades 9-12, look for the registration packets outside the youth office. 

Questions/concerns?  

Contact Brandon Fouks: Fouksanator@gmail.com 
(c) (715)-781-6063 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Westerbur| Vicar (Seminary Intern) 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 231) 
BrianWesterbur@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Erin Campion  
Preschool Director 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 

mailto:PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org
mailto:paulamikulan@ruthfred.org
mailto:RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org
mailto:BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org

