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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

 

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 

Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Service of Ordination 

To the Office of Holy Ministry and the 

Installation to Ruthfred Lutheran Church 

For Bryce C. McMinn 

As Associate Pastor 

Sunday, June 28, 2020 

2:00 P.M. 

 

PRELUDE: 

Partita on “Lift High The Cross’ (Charles Callahan) 
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The Opening 

Hymn: 

“Lift High The 

Cross” 

(AMB508) 
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The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin of Sin and of the Need of God’s Grace 

O almighty God, most merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, 
confess unto Thee all my sins and iniquities, whereby I have ever 
offended Thee and justly deserved Thy temporal and eternal 

punishment; but I am heartily sorry for them all and repent of them 
truly and I beseech Thee through Thine infinite mercy and for the 
sake of the holy innocent, bitter suffering and death of Thy dear Son 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me a poor sinner. Amen. 

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake forgives 
us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives the power 

to become children of God, and bestows upon them His Holy Spirit.  
The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this O 

Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: The Lord is the strength of His people. 

 C: He is the saving strength of His anointed. Save Thy 

people, and bless Thine inheritance. 

P: Feed them also, and lift them up forever. Unto Thee I will cry,  

Lord, my rock; be not silent to me. 

 C: Lest if Thou be silent to me, I become like them that go 

down into the pit. 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As 
it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without 

end. Amen.  

 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 6: 1-8 (NASB)—Rev. Brent Olson 

 In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, 
lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. 
2 

Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he 
covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he 
flew. 

3 
And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is 

the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory.” 
4 

And the 
foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who 
called out, while the temple was filling with smoke. 

5 
Then I said, 

“Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, and 
I live among a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the 
King, the LORD of hosts.” 

6 
Then one of the seraphim flew to me with 

a burning coal in his hand, which he had taken from the altar with 
tongs. 

7 
He touched my mouth with it and said, “Behold, this has 

touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away and your sin is 
forgiven.” 

8 
Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I 

send, and who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I. Send me!”  

The Psalm: Psalm 28 (NASB)—Rev. Dr. Nathan Olson 

P: To You, O Lord, I call; my rock, do not be deaf to me, for if You are 

silent to me, I will become like those who go down to the pit.  

 C: Hear the voice of my supplications when I cry to You for 

 help, when I lift up my hands toward Your holy sanctuary. 

P: Do not drag me away with the wicked and with those who work 
iniquity, who speak peace with their neighbors, while evil is in their 

hearts. 

 C: Requite them according to their work and according to 

 the evil of their practices; requite them according to the 

 deeds of their hands; repay them their recompense. 

P: Because they do not regard the works of the Lord nor the deeds 

of His hands, He will tear them down and not build them up. 

 C: Blessed be the Lord, because He has heard the voice of 

my supplication.  

P: The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trust in Him, and I 

am helped; therefore my heart exults, and with my song I shall thank 

Him. 

  C: The Lord is their strength, and He is a saving defense to 

 His anointed. Save Your people and bless Your inheritance; 

 Be their shepherd also, and carry them forever. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 
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The Epistle Lesson: 1 Peter 5: 1-4 (NASB)—Mr. Pete Huwe 

 Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and 
witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory 
that is to be revealed, 

2 
shepherd the flock of God among you, 

exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, 
according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with 
eagerness; 

3 
nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, 

but proving to be examples to the flock. 
4 

And when the Chief 

Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.  

The Gradual: 

 Return, O Lord, how long and let it repent thee concerning thy 
servants. Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. 
Alleluia, alleluia. O clap your hands, all ye people, shout unto God 

with the voice of triumph. Alleluia.  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The Holy Gospel Lesson: (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 John 15: 12-17:—Mr. Joe Roman, Congregational President 
 “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have 

loved you. 
13 

Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down 
his life for his friends. 

14 
You are My friends if you do what I command 

you. 
15 

No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know 
what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things 

that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you. 
16 

You 
did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you 
would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that 
whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you. 
17 

This I command you, that you love one another. 
 

 Matthew 28: 16-20:—Rev. Steven Carlson 
But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain 
which Jesus had designated. 

17 
When they saw Him, they 

worshiped Him; but some were doubtful. 
18 

And Jesus came up and 
spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in 
heaven and on earth. 

19 
Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, 

20 
teaching them to observe all that I commanded 

you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  



8 

The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; The third 
day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the Com-
munion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the 

body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 
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“Here I Am Lord” 

Rev. Brent Olson, soloist 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
 

“The Pastor’s Devotion”  |  1 Timothy 4: 9-16—Rev. Lyndon Korhonen 

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 

The Special Music 

Sue Swan—Breathe On Me, Breath of God (Arr. Larson) 
 

Breathe on Me, Breath of God, 
Fill me with life anew, 

That I may love what Thou dost love, 
And do what Thou wouldst do. 

 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

Until my heart is pure, 

Until my will is one with Thine, 
To do and to endure. 

 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

Till I am wholly Thine, 
Until this earthly part of me 
Glows with Thy fire divine. 

 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

So shall I never die, 
But live with Thee the perfect life 

Of Thine eternity. Amen. 
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Vitae 

Born August 31, 1978 in Lancaster, Pennsylvania to James & Stephanie McMinn, Bryce was 
baptized into the family of Faith in October of that year at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church in 
Lancaster. Along with his parents, family members, and the congregation at St. Stephen’s, 

Bryce’s grandparents, Charles & Laura Flory, played a formative role in his spiritual growth. 

 

A 2001 graduate of the University of Pittsburgh, Bryce earned a bachelor’s degree in Business 

Administration. He moved to Bethel Park, PA, to be closer to his future wife and former Pitt 
classmate, Erin. They married in 2004. The McMinns were blessed to find and join Ruthfred 
Lutheran Church in Bethel Park shortly before they were married. The Lord blessed them richly 
through the faithful preaching and teaching of His Word at Ruthfred by lay leaders and Pastors 

John Dennis, Brent Olson, James Molstre, and Steven Carlson. 

 

In 2008 Bryce graduated from Geneva College with a master’s degree in Organizational 
Leadership. The McMinns moved to Harrisburg, PA in 2012 where Bryce served as Executive 
Director of Morning Star, a Christian ministry and pregnancy center. While in Harrisburg the 
McMinns joined Calvary Lutheran Church (LCMS) in Mechanicsburg. Close ties to the family of 

Faith at Ruthfred remained. 

 

Bryce and Erin are blessed with five children: Noah (13), Elliot (11), Caleb (8), Lillian (7), and 
Joshua (5), all baptized at Ruthfred. The McMinns moved to Plymouth, MN in 2016, answering 
the Lord’s call for Bryce to attend seminary. In 2018 and 2019 the McMinns attended Living 
Word Lutheran Church in Eagan, MN, where Bryce served as Parish Assistant under the 
Reverend Doctor Nathan Olson. In 2019 and 2020 the McMinns lived in Roseau, MN, where 
Bryce interned under Pastor Todd Erickson at Rose and Spruce Free Lutheran congregations. In 
March of 2020 the McMinns accepted a call for Bryce to serve as Associate Pastor with Pastor 

Steven Carlson at Ruthfred, their beloved home congregation. 

 

The Lord led the McMinns to Ruthfred. As a family, He led them to Harrisburg and ministry at 
Morning Star. As a family they discerned God’s call for Bryce to attend seminary. As a family 
they discerned God’s call back to Ruthfred. As a family the McMinns present Bryce for 

ordination. 
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The Rite of Ordination 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

I, therefore, charge you: 

That you give diligence to always preach the Word of God in its purity, as found in the Prophetic 

and Apostolic Writings, and as taught in the Confessions of the Lutheran Church, and in the 

Fundamental Principles of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations. 

That you administer the two Sacraments as instituted by the Lord Jesus Christ himself. 

That you admonish your hearers faithfully to a true repentance, and a holy life of love toward 

God and others; 

And 

That you yourself make a sincere endeavor to live according to the Word of God, so as to serve 

the Lord in truth as a right shepherd of the flock entrusted to you. 

Do you promise me here in the presence of the all-knowing God, in full dependence upon the 

grace which the Triune God Himself shall bestow, to perform all of this with faithfulness? 

Answer: 

I, Pastor Bryce McMinn, do promise and witness in the presence of God: 

That I will faithfully preach the divine doctrines contained in the writings of the prophets and 

the apostles, and in the symbolical books, and in the Fundamental Principles of the Association 

of Free Lutheran Congregations; 

That I will properly administer the holy sacraments as instituted by Jesus Christ and as prescribed 

in the ritual of the congregations I will serve: 

That in the discharge of my official duties and in all other respects I will endeavor to live as 

becomes a right minister of the Word of God. 

All this I promise to fulfill, relying on the help that God alone can give me. 

The Exhortation of Ordination 

The Prayer of Ordination 
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“O Jesus, I Have Promised” (SBH515, 1st tune) 
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The Rite of Installation 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Forasmuch as Pastor McMinn, who here presents himself before you has been duly called, 
examined, and ordained to the holy office of the Ministry, and has expressed the desire to be 
installed as associate pastor of this congregation I will now in the Name of the Triune God, 

proceed to the act of the Installation by directing certain questions to Pastor McMinn, and to 

the officers of this congregation. 

Do you, as the officers of Ruthfred Lutheran Church on its behalf acknowledge that Pastor 
McMinn has been regularly called to become the associate pastor of this congregation, and are 

you now ready to receive him as such? 

Answer: Yes. 

Do you, Pastor McMinn, solemnly promise that in this congregation you will publicly and 
privately declare the Word of God in its truth and purity in accordance with the teachings of 

our Lutheran Church? 

Answer: I do. 

Do you promise to conduct yourself in public and in private as becomes your office and the 

sacred ministry of the Word? 

Answer: I do. 

Do you promise to diligently visit the sick and poor and needy in the congregation, and to 

carefully instruct the young in the doctrines of our Christian religion? 

Answer: I do. 

Do you promise to comply with the regularly adopted constitution of this congregation? 

Answer: I do. 

May God grant you grace to fulfill these promises as a servant in His Church to the glory of His 

name and to the salvation of souls. 
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The Response to The Rite of Installation 

 

I, likewise, ask you, the officers of this congregation: 

Do you promise on behalf of the congregation to regard Pastor McMinn as your teacher, to hear 
and respect him as the shepherd of souls, in accordance with the Word of God, and the consti-

tution of this congregation? 

Answer: We do 

Do you promise to assist him by word and deed according to opportunity and ability both in the 

exercise of his office, and in the maintenance of order and discipline? 

Answer: We do. 

And do you promise, as a Christian congregation, to pay your pastor promptly and faithfully the 
salary designated, and show him concern as he ministers among you, providing for his needs 

that he may labor among you without temporal anxiety? 

Answer: We do. 

All of which is both required and promised on the part of the congregation and pastor. God 

grant that you may keep your promises unbroken before Him. 

In view of these promises, mutually made, all in accordance with the Word of God, the Confes-
sions of the Lutheran Church, the order and practices of the Association of Free Lutheran Con-
gregations, and the constitution of the Ruthfred Lutheran Church congregation, I now install 
Pastor McMinn as the associate pastor of Ruthfred Lutheran Church, in the Name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

May the chief Shepherd and Bishop of the Church so direct pastor and congregation by His Holy 
Spirit that they may be built ever upon the eternal foundation in Zion, Jesus Christ Himself being 

the chief cornerstone. 
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The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give 

us this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Special Music 

Sue Swan—The Lord Bless You and Keep You (Lutkin) 

The Lord bless you and keep you, 
the Lord lift His countenance upon you; 

and give you peace,  
the Lord make His face to shine upon you, 

and be gracious unto you. Amen. 

The Benediction  

 P: Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great 
Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant,  

 even Jesus our Lord, equip you in every good thing to do His will,  
 working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, 

to whom be the glory forever and ever. (Hebrews 13: 20-21) 

 C: Amen.   

  



17 

 

The Closing Hymn: 

“I Love to Tell The 

Story” 

(SBH326) 

The Silent Prayer 

&Chimes 

The Postlude: 

Fanfare on ‘Onward 

Christian Soldiers’ 

(Gordon Young) 
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Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 

Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Bryce C. McMinn| Associate Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorMcMinn@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

David Compel| Digital Outreach Coordinator 
(412) 609-9098 
DavidCompel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Erin Campion  
Preschool Director 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 
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