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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town , seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that 
the Bible is  inspired by God, living and active, capable 
to produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in 
all its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to 
be faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to 

our worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 
Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  
The Second Sunday after Christmas, January 3, 2021 

Prelude: 
 

“The Holly and 

The Ivy”  
(Richard Proulx) 
 

“In Dulci Jubilo”  
(Marcel Dupre) 
 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“Go Tell It on the 

Mountain”  
(AMB44) 
 

(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Order for Public Confession (SBH, p. 247) 

Unison: (U): Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all 

desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid, cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy 

Name; through Jesus Christ, thy Son our Lord, Amen. 

P: Let us humbly kneel, and make confession unto God, imploring his 

forgiveness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 U: O God, our heavenly Father, I confess unto thee that I 

have grievously sinned against thee in many ways; not only by 

outward transgressions, but also by secret thoughts and desires 
which I cannot fully understand, but which are all known unto 

thee. I do earnestly repent, and am heartily sorry for these my 

offenses, and I beseech thee of thy great goodness to have 

mercy upon me, and for the sake of thy dear Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to forgive my sins, and graciously to help my 

infirmities. Amen.  
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The Absolution, Admonition & Blessing:   

 P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, hath had mercy upon us, and 
for the sake of the sufferings, death, and resurrection of his dear Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, forgiveth us all our sins. As a Minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare unto you 
who do truly repent and believe in him, the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins. In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Ghost.  

 P: On the other hand, by the same authority, I declare unto the 

impenitent and unbelieving, that so long as they continue in their 
impenitence, God hath not forgiven their sins, and will assuredly visit 
their iniquities upon them, if they turn not from their evil ways, and 
come to true repentance and faith in Christ, ere the day of grace be 

ended. 

 P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Love of God, and the 

Communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. 

  C: Amen 

The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Behold the Lord, the Ruler, has come. 

 C: And the kingdom, and the power, and the glory are in 

his hand. 

P: Give the King your judgments, O God. 

 C: And your righteousness unto the King’s Son.  

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction in 
Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins should 
be widely proclaimed in 
the name of Jesus. (See 
also1 John. 1:9). 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  
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The Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 1: 1-14 (NASB) 

 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints who 
are at Ephesus and are faithful in Christ Jesus: 

2 
Grace to you and 

peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3 

Blessed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 

4 
just as 

He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we 
would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 

5 
He predestined 

us to adoption as sons and daughters through Jesus Christ to 

Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 
6 

to the praise of 
the glory of His grace, with which He favored us in the Beloved. 

7 
In 

Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our 
wrongdoings, according to the riches of His grace 

8 
which He 

lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight 
9 

He made known to us 
the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He set 
forth in Him, 

10 
regarding His plan of the fullness of the times, to 

bring all things together in Christ, things in the heavens and things 
on the earth. 

11 
In Him we also have obtained an inheritance, 

having been predestined according to the purpose of Him who 
works all things in accordance with the plan of His will, 

12 
to the end 

that we who were the first to hope in the Christ would be to the 
praise of His glory. 

13 
In Him, you also, after listening to the message 

of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you 
were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of the promise, 

14 
who is a 

first installment of our inheritance, in regard to the redemption of 

God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory. 

The Gradual 

 All they from Sheba shall come, they shall bring gold and incense 
and they shall show forth the praises of the Lord. Arise, shine for 
your light is come and the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. 
Alleluia, alleluia. We have seen his star in the east and have come to 

worship him. Alleluia.  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  
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The Holy Gospel Reading: Luke 2: 40-52 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

 Now the Child continued to grow and to become strong, increasing 
in wisdom; and the favor of God was upon Him. 

41 
His parents went 

to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 
42 

And when He 
was twelve years old, they went up there according to the custom of 
the feast; 

43 
and as they were returning, after spending the full 

number of days required, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, 
but His parents were unaware of it. 44 

Instead, they thought that He 
was somewhere in the caravan, and they went a day’s journey; and 
then they began looking for Him among their relatives and 
acquaintances. 

45 
And when they did not find Him, they returned to 

Jerusalem, looking for Him. 
46 

Then, after three days they found Him 

in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to 
them and asking them questions. 

47 
And all who heard Him were 

amazed at His understanding and His answers. 
48 

When Joseph and 
Mary saw Him, they were bewildered; and His mother said to Him, 
“Son, why have You treated us this way? Behold, Your father and I 
have been anxiously looking for You!” 

49 
And He said to them, “Why 

is it that you were looking for Me? Did you not know that I had to be 
in My Father’s house?” 

50 
And yet they on their part did not 

understand the statement which He had made to them. 
51 

And He 
went down with them and came to Nazareth, and He continued to 

be subject to them; and His mother treasured all the things in her 
heart. 

52 
And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in 

favor with God and people. 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 
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The Confession of Faith: The Nicene Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth, And of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
Begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance 
with the Father, By whom all things were made; Who for us men, 
and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate 
by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, And was made man; And was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried; And the third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures, 
And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the 
Father.  And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick 

and the dead; Whose Kingdom shall have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the 
Prophets.  And I believe one Holy Christian and Apostolic Church.  I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins.  And I look for 
the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

The Special Music  
11:00: Senior Choir Anthem—Child of the Manger, Child of the Cross  
                                                                                                             (Courtney) 

Child of the manger, child of the cross, 
All of our gain for all of Your loss. 

Bethlehem looks to Golgotha’a tree,  

Born that You might die for me. 

Lully lullay, my baby. 

Lully lullay, Slumber my child, my Savior. 

He who created the stars and the sea  
now cannot lift up His head. 

Look at His hands so tiny and soft, 

One day they will be pierced at Calvary. 

The Announcements  

During the Service of Holy 
Communion, we confess 
our faith using the Words 
of the Nicene 
Creed.  Though officially 
adopted a few hundred 
years after Christ’s earthly 
ministry, the Creed 
emphasizes the truths that 
had been taught since the 
time of the Apostles, 
namely, that Christ is both 
fully God and fully 
man.  As such, we are 
assured that in the person 
of Jesus Christ, God 
Himself became like us in 
every way, yet perfect and 
without sin; and shed His 
own Blood and gave His 
own Body in death so that 
we could find in Him 
forgiveness of sin and life 

eternal. 

This creed has been used 
in worship across 

denominational lines. 
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The Sermon Hymn:  

“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” (AMB59) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
“Thriving in the NEW Normal of 2021” 

“Growing Together in Faith as the Family of God” 
Luke 2: 40-52 

I.  A Chaotic Context. 
 
 
ll. The Priority and Practice of Parents. 
 

 
lll.  The Priority and Practice of The Child. 
 
 
lV. My Priority and Practice for 2021. 
 
 

My plans for Spiritual Growth this year: 
1. Prayer: 
 
 
2. Devotional time: 
 
 

3. Bible Reading: 
 
 
4. Connection/community: 
 
 
5. Concern: For whom to pray; share Jesus; and to serve? 
 
 
6. Worship God: 
 

 
7. Use of Talents/Time/Treasure: 
 
 
8. Area of spiritual growth: Fruit of Spirit, service, forgiveness, 
 restoration, reading... 

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 
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The Service for Communion 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And with thy Spirit. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 

C: It is meet and right so to do. 

P: It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times, and 
in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, 
Everlasting God…Therefore with angels and archangels, and with 
all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious 

Name; ever more praising thee, and saying: 

C: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heaven and earth 

are full of thy glory; Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the 

highest. 

The Words of Institution: 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the night in which he was betrayed, 
took bread, and when he had given thanks, he brake it and gave it 
to his disciples, saying, take, eat; this is my Body which is given for 

you; This do in remembrance of me. 

After the same manner also, he took the cup, when he had supped, 
and, when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, Drink 
ye all of it; this cup is the New Testament in my Blood, which is shed 

for you, and for many, for the remission of sins; this do, as oft as ye 

drink it, in remembrance of me. 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

P: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us 
this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil;  

C: For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen.  

On the first Sunday of each 
month, as well as on other 
special occasions, we have 
the privilege of receiving 
Holy Communion 
together.  We do not 
require membership to 
participate in 
this .  However, we do ask 
that those coming to receive 
Communion would be 
baptized believers in the 
saving work of Jesus Christ, 
who are of confirmation age 
(completed 8th grade), and 
who are in agreement with 
the biblical teaching of 

Christ concerning it. 

We believe and teach that 
Holy Communion is a 
Sacrament in which we 
receive the true body and 
blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in, with and under 
the bread and the wine, 
that it was instituted by 
Christ himself, and that it is 
given to us Christians to eat 

and to drink. 

We believe and teach that 
the benefit for Christians 
receiving Communion is 
expressed in the words 
“given” and “shed for you 
for the forgiveness of 
sins” (See Matthew 26:26-
29).  As described by Martin 
Luther in his Small 
Catechism, these words 
show us that “forgiveness of 
sin, life and salvation" are 

given to us in Communion. 

Luther formulated a list of 
20 questions with 
appropriate responses to 
guide the believer to 
prepare their hearts for 
Communion.  We include a 
selection of those questions 
on the following page for 
the purpose of aiding you in 

the same way. 
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P: The peace of the Lord be with you alway. 

C: And with thy Spirit. 

The Agnus Dei: 

C: O Christ thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 

the world, have mercy upon us;  

O Christ thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us; 

O Christ thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, grant us thy peace. Amen. 

The Distribution 

A Stable Lamp Is Lighted (Wilbur/Mahnke) 

Tom Swan, Peggy Glasser, April Blackston, Tom Glasser 

The Nunc Dimittis: 

U: Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, accord-
ing to thy word; For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which 

thou hast prepared before the face of all people; A light to 

lighten the Gentiles, and the Glory of thy people Israel. Glory 

be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it 
was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without 

end. Amen. 

The Prayer  

P: O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good. 

C: And his mercy endureth forever 

The Closing Prayer (after which the congregation shall sing “Amen.”) 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C. And with thy spirit 

P: Bless we the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

The Benediction  
P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto 

you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
(Numbers 6:24-26) 

 C: Amen 

Do you believe that you 
are a sinner?  

Yes, I believe that I am a 

sinner. 

Are you sorry for your 
sins? 

Yes, I am sorry that I have 

sinned against God. 

Do you desire to be saved?  

Yes, such is my desire. 

In Whom do you trust? 
In my dear Lord, Jesus 

Christ. 

What has Christ done for 
you that you trust in him?  

He died for me and shed 
his blood for me on the 
cross for the forgiveness 

of sins. 

Do you believe that the 
true body and blood of 
Christ are in the 
Sacrament?  

Yes, I believe it. 

What induces you to 
believe this?  

The Word of Christ, “Take, 
eat this is My body; This is 
My blood, drink of it all of 

you.” 

Why ought we to 
remember and proclaim 
His death?  

That we may learn to 
believe that no creature 
could make satisfaction 
for our sins but Christ, 
true God and man; and 
that we may learn to look 
with terror at our sins, 
and to regard them as 
great indeed, and to find 
joy and comfort in Him 
alone, and thus be saved 

through such faith. 

Finally, why do you wish 
to go to receive Holy 
Communion?  

That I may learn to 
believe that Christ died 
for my sin out of great 
love, as before said; and 
that I may also learn from 
Him to love God and my 

neighbor. 
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The Closing Hymn: 
 

“Good Christian Men, Rejoice” (SBH39) 

The Silent Prayer & Chimes 

The Postlude:  

“Noel, Grand Jeu et duo” (D’Aquin) 
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Announcements 

The altar flowers are presented by Christine Stout in honor of our Pastors who preach the Word 
and have continued to serve the congregation faithfully throughout the pandemic reaching 

beyond the walls of the church. Glory be to God! 

Altar flowers are still available for the following Sundays in January: January 17th, January 

24th and January 31st and also many Sundays throughout the year. Please sign-up TODAY! 

Known to be hospitalized: Dorothy Schrott—Magee Women’s Hospital (January 4th—knee 

replacement surgery); Jack Moore—Jefferson Hospital; Sheran Allsopp—St. Clair Hospital. 

Nursery Today: 8:30—Greta Kelly; 11:00—Claudia Patalong. 

Our pastors and congregation extend Christian love and sympathy to the Lambert family 
upon the passing of Gertrude Lambert on December 25th. A memorial service will be held in 

Pittsburgh at a later date; and we also extend our Christian love and sympathy to the Gura family 
upon the passing of Dave Gura on Wednesday, December 30th. Funeral arrangement are 

pending. 

Official Acts: On Wednesday, December 30th, a memorial service was held for Dorothy Jacox, 

103, in our chapel. Burial was at the Jefferson Memorial Cemetery; and on Thursday, December 
31st, a private funeral service was held for Herbert Oliver “Ollie” Weifenbach, 94, at the David 

Henney Funeral Home, Library, PA. 

Wednesday Morning Journey Through the Word will resume on January 13
th

. We will be 
studying the Psalms and using Warren Wiersbe’s study guide, Psalms: Glorifying God for Who He 
Is. If you would like to participate but are not comfortable physically meeting at the church, we 
will have the capability for you to attend the lecture and a small group via Zoom. We are also in 
need of small group leaders, both physical and virtual. Please pray about whether God might be 
calling you to do this. Call, text, or email Sue Swan (412-708-3535); writingcygnet@gmail.com) if 
you are interested in participating and were not part of the fall study, especially if you are 

interested in the online option, or if you have any questions.  

Wednesday Evening Journey and KidsTime resumes January 6th. 

City Mission Food Sundays, First Sunday of Every Month: We want to get this service project 
going again.  Some things have changed, the mission no longer picks up food donations, so we 
will need a few volunteers to deliver. COVID has really impacted donations coming in, and when 

we spoke with a woman at the mission, she said they are in desperate need of food for their 
pantry. There is a flyer on the downstairs bulletin board with staple items they can always use. 
No glass please. There will be a box/bin outside the kitchen the first Sunday of the month for 

your donations.  Thank you for remembering those struggling to put food on their tables. 

Annual Congregational Meeting: Your attendance is requested at the Annual Congregational 
Meeting to be held immediately following the 8:30 and 11:00 worship services on Sunday, 

January 17, 2021.  The agenda includes the presentation of 2020 financial reports and the 

election of members of Church Council. 

mailto:writingcygnet@gmail.com
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For The Month 

Acolytes:  8:30 a.m. (1/3) Neil Agnew 
    (1/10) Tanner Pfeiffer 
    (1/17) Neil Agnew 
    (1/24) Tanner Pfeiffer 
    (1/31) Neil Agnew 
 
   11:00 a.m.   Noah McMinn 

 
Crucifers:  8:30 a.m. (1/10)  Sydney Felicetti 

    (1/24)  Sydney Felicetti 
   11:00 a.m. (1/3)  Heidi Miller 
    (1/17)  Heidi Miller 
    (1/31)  Heidi Miller 
 

Altar Guild:    Kathi Siciliano 

Counters: 8:30 a.m.   Steve Cox and Barb Harrold 

  11:00 a.m.    Will Charlton and Pete Huwe 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m.   Bernard Paterra, John Ruzicka 

     Chris Wellinger 

  11:00 a.m.  Will Charlton, Rich Kleiser 
     Mark Riley, Mark Sheatsley 

 

 

OUR COMMUNION PRACTICE: Today, we celebrate the sacrament of 
Holy Communion.  Today, by means of bread and wine, Jesus Christ gives 
Himself to each communicant.  This is His Word and promise.  We accept His 
Word.  If you are not a member of a Lutheran church, we ask you to speak 
to our pastors at any time about the meaning of Holy Communion and a 
person’s desire to receive it.  When we come to the altar.. we must come with 
believing and repentant hearts.  As we return.. we always bow or kneel in 
prayer in thanksgiving to God for what Jesus Christ has given unto us. We do not practice the 
communion of children who are not instructed and confirmed, but the children are encouraged 

to come to the altar rail for a family blessing. 
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 CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

On Sunday, January 17, 2021, the Annual Congregational Meeting will be held immediately 

following the 8:30 and 11:00 worship services. The agenda includes the presentation of 2020 

financial reports and the election of members to Church Council. The members who have 

agreed to be put on the ballot as nominees are detailed below. 

 

2021 Nominating Committee Members: Gary Fischer, Chuck Morrison, Peggy Cox, Kris Wente, 

Monica Gesk, Josh Libell. 

Ex Officio: Pastor Carlson and Patricia Lutz 

Financial Secretary: Rich Kleiser     

        
Secretary: Kris Wente     

        
Sunday School Superintendent: Shane Cox     

        
Treasurer: Bill Ward     

        
Trustees: 

(elect 2) 

*Tom Eld 

Josh Cox 

Jeff Worrall 

    

        
8:30 Deacons: 

(elect 2) 

 

11:00 Deacons: 

 

 

Elders: 

(elect 3) 

 

 

*Frank Fife 

Chris Clark 

 

Sam Garloff 

 

 

*Don Roose 

*Will Charlton 

Mark Riley 

Eric Wente 
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 Adult SS Class Today In Large Classroom 

Pastor Carlson continues his adult Sunday School series going through the Gospel of Mark. We 
will listen to Mark tell the story of Jesus to first-century Christians as he explains who Jesus is, 
and what it is like to follow Jesus.  We will also look to see how the form and format which Mark 
uses is so important in articulating Jesus’ message.  This will be a great study to be a part of for 
those who have never read the Gospel of Mark, as well as for those who have studied it for a 

long time.  It will be a wonderful learning experience together! 

UPPER ROOM 

Eric Wente will begin a new SS class beginning next Sunday, January 10th.  

~~~~~~~~~~ 

The 2021 Offering Envelopes are now located in the Library. 

Happy 94th Birthday to John Bender on Friday, January 8, 2021. Please remember him with 

birthday wishes and prayers. 

GIFTS TO OUR CHURCH 

Pastor’s Fund 

Given by Jim and Kathy Consoli in loving memory of Nova Jones. 

Given by Mick and Marlene Nowicki in memory of Dorothy Jacox. 

Given by Mick and Marlene Nowicki in memory of Nova Jones. 

Given by Al and Shirley Fascetti in memory of Pastor John Dennis. 

Given by Bob and Gladys Reith with fond memories of Nova and Vern Jones over many years. 

Given by Christine Bock in memory of Dorothy Jacox. 

Current Fund 

Given by Chris Stout in memory of Dorothy Jacox and Nova Jones. 

Given by Mary Lou Streiner in memory of her Aunt Jeane Varuola. 

Given by John and Lori Yanosich in honor of Barbara Wilkinson and in memory of Don 

Wilkinson. 

Digital Outreach Fund 

Given by friends in Christ in memory of Nancy Harper. 
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YOUTH NEWS: 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There Is SWAP tonight! 6-7:30pm at the Church! Come and enjoy games, a lesson, and the 

fellowship of your fellow 6-8 graders. 

TNT (9-12 Grade) 

TNT will be at the Church on Tuesday night 7-9pm 

GAME NIGHT 

Here at the church from 5:00-10:00 p.m. this Friday night, January 8th.  

FLY Convention 2021 (8-12 Grade) 

Registration for the 2021 FLY Convention in Estes Park (July 5-10) is open. If you would like to 

attend visit  https://www.flyconvention.org to register, the best rate ends in January, so be 

quick. Feel free to contact Brandon with questions/ 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

July 5-10 – 2021 FLY Convention 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Questions/concerns?   

Contact Brandon Fouks : Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715)-781-6063 
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This Week At Ruthfred  

Today (1/3) CITY MISSION FOOD SUNDAY 

 8:30 a.m.— Communion Service  
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.—Communion Service 

 6:00 p.m.—Communion Service 

Monday (1/4) 
 9:30 a.m.—Craft & Sew 

 7:00 p.m.—Elders’ Meeting 

Tuesday (1/5) 
 4:00 p.m.—Sr. Confirmation Class 

 7:00 p.m.—Worship Team 

Wednesday (1/6) 

 5:45 p.m.—Children’s Choir 
 6:30 p.m.—Bell Choir 
 6:45 p.m.—JTTW/KidsTime 
 6:45 p.m.—Jr. & Sr. Confirmation Classes 

 7:30 p.m.—Senior Choir 

Thursday (1/7) 

 10:00 a.m.—Knit Wits 

Friday (1/8) 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY JOHN BENDER 

Saturday (1/9)  

 930 a.m.—Mary Bible Study 

Sunday (1/10) EPIPHANY SUNDAY 
 8:30 a.m.—Worship Service 
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

 
Happy New Year! Welcome to worship, one and all.  

 

Attendance for Last Week: 
Contemporary Service 12/19...97   Live Stream...49 

Church (12/20)...153   Live Stream...89 
Sunday School...80 

Christmas Eve...347   Live Stream...143 

Christmas Day...37 
Church (12/27)...180   Live Stream...82 

Sunday School...62 
 

Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Bryce C. McMinn| Associate Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorMcMinn@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

David Compel| Digital Outreach Coordinator 
(412) 609-9098 
DavidCompel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Denise Stutzman 
Preschool Head Teacher 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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