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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

 

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 

Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  
Second Sunday after Easter, April 26, 2020 

58th Anniversary of our Sanctuary Dedication 

Prelude: 

Three Slow 

Movements from 

Organ Sonatas 

(Mendelssohn) 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“The Strife is O’er”  
(SBH90) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 15) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the 

Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore 
we flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 
O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son 

to die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us 

true knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to 
thy Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake 
forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives 
the power to become children of God, and bestows upon them His 
Holy Spirit.  The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this O Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Christ is Risen. 

 C: He is Risen indeed and is coming again. 

P: The earth is full of goodness of the Lord, alleluia: 

 C: By the word of the Lord were the heavens made. Alleluia, 

alleluia. 

P: Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous: 

 C: For praise is comely for the upright. (Psalm 33: 1, 5, 6) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 18) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace that is from above, and for the salvation of our 

souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

churches of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house, and for them that in faith, piety and fear of 

God offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, pity and defend us, O God, by thy grace. 

 C: Amen. 

 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is from the 
Greek word for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 



6 

The Collect:  

P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us continue to pray: God, who, by the humiliation of your Son, 
did raise up the fallen world. Grant to your faithful ones perpetual 
gladness, and those whom you have delivered from the danger of 
everlasting death, do you make partakers of eternal joys; through the 
same, your Son,  Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 

C: Amen  

The First Lesson:  (NASB) 

 Exodus 16: 31-35: 
The house of Israel named it manna, and it was like coriander seed, 

white, and its taste was like wafers with honey. 
32 

Then Moses said, 
“This is what the LORD has commanded, ‘Let an omerful of it be kept 
throughout your generations, that they may see the bread that I fed 
you in the wilderness, when I brought you out of the land of Egypt.’” 
33 

Moses said to Aaron, “Take a jar and put an omerful of manna in it, 
and place it before the LORD to be kept throughout your 
generations.” 

34 
As the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron placed it 

before the Testimony, to be kept. 
35 

The sons of Israel ate the manna 
forty years, until they came to an inhabited land; they ate the manna 
until they came to the border of the land of Canaan.  

 

 Numbers 11: 18-23: 
 Say to the people, ‘Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow, and you 

shall eat meat; for you have wept in the ears of the LORD, saying, “Oh 
that someone would give us meat to eat! For we were well-off in 
Egypt.” Therefore the LORD will give you meat and you shall eat. 
19 

You shall eat, not one day, nor two days, nor five days, nor ten 

days, nor twenty days, 
20 

but a whole month, until it comes out of 
your nostrils and becomes loathsome to you; because you have 
rejected the LORD who is among you and have wept before Him, 
saying, “Why did we ever leave Egypt?”’” 

21 
But Moses said, “The 

people, among whom I am, are 600,000 on foot; yet You have said, ‘I 
will give them meat, so that they may eat for a whole month.’ 
22 

Should flocks and herds be slaughtered for them, to be sufficient 
for them? Or should all the fish of the sea be gathered together for 
them, to be sufficient for them?” 

23 
The LORD said to Moses, “Is the 

LORD’S power limited? Now you shall see whether My word will 

come true for you or not.” 

 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 
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The Psalm:  Psalm 145: 14-19 (NASB) 

P: The Lord sustains all who fall and raises up all who are bowed 

down. 

C: The eyes of all look to You, and You give them their food 

in due time. 

P: You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

 C: The Lord is righteous in all His ways and kind in all His 

 deeds. 

P: The Lord is near to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him 

in truth. 

 C: He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; He will 

 also hear their cry and will save them. 

The Epistle Lesson: (NASB)  

 1 John 1: 1-4: 
 What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have 

seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our 
hands, concerning the Word of Life— 

2 
and the life was manifested, 

and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, 
which was with the Father and was manifested to us— 

3 
what we 

have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may 
have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the 
Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. 

4 
These things we write, so that 

our joy may be made complete. 
 

 Revelation 19: 9: 
 Then he said to me, “Write, ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the 

marriage supper of the Lamb.’” And he said to me, “These are true 

words of God.” 

The Gradual: 

Alleluia, alleluia. Then was the Lord Jesus known of the disciples in 

the breaking of the bread. Alleluia. I am the Good Shepherd and 
know my sheep, and am known of mine. Alleluia.  
(Luke 24: 35; John 10: 14)  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  
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The Holy Gospel Lesson: John 21: 1-14 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

 After these things Jesus manifested Himself again to the disciples at 
the Sea of Tiberias, and He manifested Himself in this way. 

2 
Simon 

Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in 
Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples 
were together. 

3 
Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They 

said to him, “We will also come with you.” They went out and got 
into the boat; and that night they caught nothing. 

4 
But when the 

day was now breaking, Jesus stood on the beach; yet the disciples 
did not know that it was Jesus. 

5 
So Jesus said to them, “Children, 

you do not have any fish, do you?” They answered Him, “No.” 
6 

And 
He said to them, “Cast the net on the right-hand side of the boat and 

you will find a catch.” So they cast, and then they were not able to 
haul it in because of the great number of fish. 

7 
Therefore that 

disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord.” So when 
Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put his outer garment on 
(for he was stripped for work), and threw himself into the sea. 

8 
But 

the other disciples came in the little boat, for they were not far from 
the land, but about one hundred yards away, dragging the net full 
of fish. 

9 
So when they got out on the land, they saw a charcoal fire 

already laid and fish placed on it, and bread. 
10 

Jesus said to them, 
“Bring some of the fish which you have now caught.” 

11 
Simon Peter 

went up and drew the net to land, full of large fish, a hundred and 
fifty-three; and although there were so many, the net was not torn. 
12 

Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the 
disciples ventured to question Him, “Who are You?” knowing that it 
was the Lord. 

13 
Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, 

and the fish likewise. 
14 

This is now the third time that Jesus was 

manifested to the disciples, after He was raised from the dead. 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 
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The Apostles’ Creed is a 
statement of Christian 
belief used since the early 
Church.  It’s not specific to 
any one Christian denomi-
nation, but used by the 
Church as a whole.  We 
choose to confess it to-
gether as a unified re-
minder of what we be-
lieve to be true about 
God, and His caring ser-
vice to us. 

The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; The third 

day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 
the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 

The Children’s Object Lesson 

The Special Music  

Sheep May Safely Graze (J. S. Bach) 

Vicar Brian Westerbur, euphonium 
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The Sermon 

Hymn:  

“My Church, My 

Church”  
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
 

“Fishing on the Other Side of the Boat”  |  John 21: 1-14 

The Sermon Hymn: 

“Now Let The Vault 

of Heaven Resound”  

(SBH103, 2 pages) 
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The Sermon Hymn: 

“Now Let The Vault of Heaven Resound” (SBH103, 2 pages) 
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The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give 

us this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen. 
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The Closing Hymn: 

 
“Thine Is The Glory” 
(AMB98) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude:  

“Thine Is The Glory” 
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 Announcements 

Our pastor, vicar and congregation extend Christian love and sympathy to Martha Kanagy 

and family upon the passing of her daughter, Lorinda Dabney, 49, of West Melbourne, Florida. 

Bible Readings for the Week of Sunday, April 26th: 

         Sunday, 4/26             2 Kings 18-19                       Thursday, 4/30         1 Chronicles 3-5 
         Monday, 4/27            2 Kings 20-22                       Friday, 5/1                1 Chronicles 6 
         Tuesday, 4/28            2 Kings 23-25                       Saturday, 5/2           1 Chronicles 7-8 

         Wednesday, 4/29      1 Chronicles 1-2 

Your Offering Via eGiving: We know that supporting Ruthfred is important to you.  Our work 
supporting members and our community will not stop because of this public health challenge. 
We wanted to let you know that even though we cannot hold services at this time you may still 
support the work we are doing by using eGiving on our website.  Simply go to our home page, 
click on the “Give” box on the upper right side of the page and fill in the online donation form. 
We will weather this together, even if we’re not all in services.  We appreciate your giving, and 
we do important work with members’ generosity.  As we alter the way we operate, please 

consider making a gift via eGiving. 

Attention All Women: The May 1st Women’s Spring Banquet has been cancelled. 

Organ Fund: Given by George and Jetta Svaranowic in memory of Glenn Hughes. 

Organ Fund: Given by Louise and Gary Hughes in loving memory of Glenn Hughes. 

Pastor’s Fund: Given by Norman and Susan Kendt in memory of Harry Fjaere. 

Pastor’s Fund: Given by Bob and Gladys Reith in memory of Harry Fjaere. 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH NEWS 

Work Camp 2020 (9-12Grade) 

Registration for Work camp is due! We are pleased to announce that on July 12-July 17, 2020 
we will be traveling to Warrensburg NY. While they are there, kids will participate in various 
service projects to assist people in the community struggling with poverty. This trip will be open 
to youth in grades 9-12, look for the registration packets outside the youth office. 

Questions/concerns?  

Contact Brandon Fouks: Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715)-781-6063 



16 

 Visiting with us?  
 

Please use this tear-off section to 

help us get to know a little bit 

about you and how we may best 

serve you. 

 

If you have a specific concern or 

prayer request, please use the 

space on the other side of this 

fold. 

 
Date: 

___________________________ 
Name: 

___________________________ 
Children: 

___________________________ 
Address: 

 

 

___________________________ 
Phone (indicate home, cell, etc.) 

___________________________ 
Email: 

___________________________ 

 

I am a/an: 

     1st-Time Visitor 

     2nd-Time Visitor 

     Out-of-Town Visitor  

     Regular Attendee  

 

I would like to learn more about: 

     What It Means To Be a Christian  

     Church Membership 

     Ruthfred’s Ministries or Groups 

     Ways To Share My Gifts 

Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Westerbur| Vicar (Seminary Intern) 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 231) 
BrianWesterbur@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Erin Campion  
Preschool Director 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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