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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 

Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany, January 19, 2020 

Prelude: 
 

Prelude on 

“Rhosymedre” 
(Ralph Vaughan 

Williams) 

Theme from 

“Jupiter”  

(Gustav Holst) 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“The Church’s 

One Foundation” 
(SBH149) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 15) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the Name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we 

flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 

O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son to 

die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us true 
knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to thy 

Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake forgives 
us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives the power 
to become children of God, and bestows upon them His Holy Spirit.  

The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this O 

Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: All the earth shall worship you, and shall sing unto you. 

 C: They shall sing to your Name, O you most High. 

P: Make a joyful noise unto God, all you lands. 

 C: Sing forth the honor of his Name, make his praise 

glorious. (Psalm 66: 1, 2, 4) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 18) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace that is from above, and for the salvation of our 

souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

churches of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house, and for them that in faith, piety and fear of 

God offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, pity and defend us, O God, by thy grace. 

 C: Amen. 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is Latin for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 
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The Hymn of 

Praise:  

“Turn Your Eyes 

upon Jesus” 

(AMB526) 
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The Collect:  

P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things 
in heaven and earth. Mercifully hear the prayers of your people, and 
grant us your peace all the days of our life; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Ghost, 

one God, world without end.  

 C: Amen  

The Old Testament Lesson: Jeremiah 9: 23-24 (NASB) 

 Thus says the LORD, “Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let 
not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of 
his riches; 

24 
but let him who boasts boast of this, that he 

understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD who exercises 
lovingkindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in 

these things,” declares the LORD. 

The Psalm: Psalm 125 (NASB) 

P: Those who trust in the Lord are as Mount Zion, which cannot be 

moved but abides forever.  

 C: As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord 

 surrounds His people from this time forth and forever. 

P: For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest upon the land of the 

righteous. 

 C: So that the righteous will not put forth their hands to do 

 wrong. 

P: Do good, O Lord, to those who are good and to those who are 

upright in their hearts. 

 C: But as for those who turn aside to their crooked ways, 

the Lord will lead them away with the doers of iniquity. 

Peace be upon Israel. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 
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The Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1: 1-31 (NASB) 

 Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and 
Sosthenes our brother, 

2 
To the church of God which is at Corinth, 

to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, 
with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, their Lord and ours: 

3 
Grace to you and peace from God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
4 

I thank my God always 
concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in Christ 
Jesus, 

5 
that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech 

and all knowledge, 
6 

even as the testimony concerning Christ was 
confirmed in you, 

7 
so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting 

eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
8 

who will also 
confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

9 
God is faithful, through whom you were called into 

fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
10 

Now I exhort you, 
brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree 
and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made 
complete in the same mind and in the same judgment. 

11 
For I have 

been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, 
that there are quarrels among you. 

12 
Now I mean this, that each 

one of you is saying, “I am of Paul,” and “I of Apollos,” and “I of 
Cephas,” and “I of Christ.” 

13
Has Christ been divided? Paul was not 

crucified for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name of 
Paul? 

14
I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and 

Gaius, 
15 

so that no one would say you were baptized in my name. 
16 

Now I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I 
do not know whether I baptized any other. 

17 
For Christ did not 

send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of 
speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made void. 

18 
For 

the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 

to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
19 

For it is written, 
“I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE 
CLEVER I WILL SET ASIDE.” 

20 
Where is the wise man? Where is the 

scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish 
the wisdom of the world? 

21 
For since in the wisdom of God the 

world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was 
well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to 
save those who believe. 

22 
For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks 

search for wisdom; 
23 

but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a 
stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, 

24 
but to those who are 

the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 

wisdom of God. 
25 

Because the foolishness of God is wiser than 

men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.  

Continued on next page 
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The Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1: 1-31 (NASB) continued 

 
26 

For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many 
wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; 
27 

but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the 
wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame 
the things which are strong, 

28 
and the base things of the world 

and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that 
He may nullify the things that are, 

29 
so that no man may boast 

before God. 
30 

But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who 

became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification, and redemption, 

31 
so that, just as it is written, “LET 

HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD.” 

The Gradual: 

 He sent his Word and healed them and delivered them from their 
destructions. O that men would praise the Lord for his goodness and 
for his wonderful works to the children of men. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Praise him, all his angels, praise him, all his hosts. Alleluia.  
 (Psalm 107: 20-21: Psalm 148: 2)  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  
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The Holy Gospel Lesson: Matthew 20: 20-28 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to Jesus with her 
sons, bowing down and making a request of Him. 

21 
And He said 

to her, “What do you wish?” She *said to Him, “Command that in 
Your kingdom these two sons of mine may sit one on Your right 
and one on Your left.” 

22 
But Jesus answered, “You do not know 

what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about 
to drink?” They *said to Him, “We are able.” 

23 
He *said to them, 

“My cup you shall drink; but to sit on My right and on My left, this 
is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it has been 
prepared by My Father.” 

24 
And hearing this, the ten became 

indignant with the two brothers. 
25 

But Jesus called them to 

Himself and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their great men exercise authority over them. 

26 
It 

is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great 
among you shall be your servant, 

27 
and whoever wishes to be first 

among you shall be your slave; 
28 

just as the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for 

many.” 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 
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The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; The third 
day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the Com-
munion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the 

body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 

The Children’s Object Lesson 

The Special Music 
8:30 Senior Choir—The Lord is My Shepherd (Matthews) 
11:00 Children’s Choir —I Have Decided to Follow Jesus  
                                                                                   (Folk melody from India) 

Lydia Nirella, Clarinet 

 

The Lord Is My Shepherd 

The Lord is my shepherd; 
I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
He leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: 
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil: 

For Thou art with me; 
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies 
Thou anointest my head with oil; 

my cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life: 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
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The Sermon 

Hymn:  

“My Hope Is Built 
On Nothing Less” 
(SBH385) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
 

“Called: The Call, the Called, the Christ, and the Cross” 
                                                                                          1 Corinthians 1: 1-31 
 

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 

The Offering and Offertory: 

Finale on “Ode to Joy” (Callahan) 
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The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give 

us this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen.   
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The Closing Hymn: 

“Lift High The Cross” 
(AMB508) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

 

PLEASE REMAIN IN YOUR PEW FOR THE 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING IMMEDIATELY  

FOLLOWING BOTH SERVICES 
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Announcements 

The altar flowers are presented by the Vogel family in loving memory of Linda J. Vogel on her 

65th birthday. 

Nursery Today: 8:30—Greta Kelly; during Sunday School—Vickie Hendershot; 11:00—Claudia 

Patalong. 

Known to be hospitalized:  Sheran Allsopp is now at Kane Hospital for rehab. Judy Boyd is 

now at Concordia for rehab.  

Join us in reading through the entire Bible in 2020. We will be using the YouVersion Bible 
app for iOS and Android to keep track of progress, learn more about the passages, and discuss 

the passages with discussion questions. Here is the reading schedule for this week: 

 Sunday, 1/19 Exodus 4-6 
 Monday, 1/20 Exodus 7-9 
 Tuesday, 1/21 Exodus 10-12 
 Wednesday, 1/22 Exodus 13-15 
 Thursday, 1/23 Exodus 16-18 
 Friday, 1/24 Exodus 19-21 

 Saturday, 1/25 Exodus 22-24 

Today is the Annual Congregational Meeting Please remain in your pew. The meeting will 
begin immediately following the 8:30 and 11:00 worship services. The agenda includes the 
presentation of 2019 financial reports, the election of members of Church Council, and voting 

on the amendment to Section IX of the By-Laws. 

Opportunity to Help Meet a Need: Paul and Becky Abel, AFLC missionaries in Brazil, will be 
with us Sunday, March 1st.  They are wondering if anyone in our congregation has a car they 
could borrow from Sunday afternoon, March 1st through Thursday, March 5th while they 
continue visiting other churches in the region.  Contact Jill Kurtz if you would like to support the 

Abels by loaning them a vehicle.  Thank you!   

The Men’s Monthly Meeting will be this Tuesday, January 21, 2020 from 7:00-8:15p.m. There 
was a mistake in scheduling. It will be on Chapter 4 of our new Tony Evans video series 

“Kingdom Agenda”.  

Church Budget Update:   

Average weekly receipts through December 31, 2019   $           20,569  

Average weekly receipts needed to fund the budget  $           21,451  

Average weekly shortfall  $              (882) 

    

Total shortfall through December 31, 2019  $         (45,864) 
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2020 Baby Bottle Campaign 

Begins January 20
th

 through February 9
th

 

Did you know that at 21 days a baby’s heart begins to beat?  At 1 month, the baby’s organs and 
body parts are developing, and at 8 weeks the baby’s brain and nerve endings are formed.  The 
typical client is coming into our clinics around 7-8 weeks pregnant and is considering an 

abortion.  We can show her the life God created through an ultrasound image.  This ultrasound 

image changes her heart from contemplating abortion to choosing life 90% of the time.   

Here at the Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic, our mission to save babies goes hand-in-hand with the 
mission to help young moms and dads realize and reach their full potential-as parents, and as 

people.  In January we commemorate the Sanctity of Life and are taking time to reflect on the 
ways in which YOUR financial gifts and prayer support made an impact on moms and babies in 
the Pittsburgh area last year.  By your continued support, you allow us to continue offering free 

programs and services to young women in our area. 

When you fill a bottle with your checks, dollars or loose change, you are helping rescue children 
and serve families!  Grab your bottle from the various locations in the church and support 

Human Coalition in the work of saving lives!  (Please make checks payable to “HUMAN 

COALITION-Pittsburgh”.  All proceeds support the local activity in Pittsburgh.) Thank you.  If 

you have any questions, please call Eileen Bernish. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Pastor’s Fund: Given by Marion Hanlon, Tracy, Jeff, Jordan, Casey, Casey and Cole Cogley in 

loving memory of Tom Hanlon. 

Vicar Westerbur and Allie: Please pray for them as they are in Minnesota for vicar’s seminary 

and denominational interviews and also they will be visiting family.  
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 SUNDAY SCHOOL, SUNDAY, JANUARY 19, 2020 

LARGE CLASS ROOM (Adult) 
Questions & Answers from our 2020 Bible Readings 

 

UPPER ROOM 
Eric Wente continues his series… 

"I Can Only Imagine" 

Join us on  a 4-week study centering on Bart Millards movie and hit song "I Can Only Imagine". 
With his life's challenging story as the focus,  Bart  found it hard to imagine a loving father, 
complete forgiveness, and eternal restoration. But when he learned to see himself through 

God’s eyes, he found rest in his approval, purpose, and eternal hope----revealing the heart of the 
God who loves us…more than we can imagine.   All are welcome to join us!! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Benevolence Committee will meet this Thursday, January 23rd, at 7:15 p.m.  We will be 
reviewing AFLC Home Missions and AFLC Alaska Missions.  Our meetings are open to the 

congregation.  

Our next  EVENING OF PRAYER AND PRAISE  will be held this evening, Sunday, January 

19th at 6:00 PM in the large Sunday School room.  Prayers and meditations will focus on the 
sanctity of life and our new life in Jesus Christ, the King of Kings.  Join our church family and 
invite others for this uplifting evening of praise, worship, and fellowship.  A heart in tune with 

God can't help but sing His praise!  “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ!  In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, 
spoil or fade, kept in heaven for you….”  1 PETER 1:3-4 

XYZers: Please sign up for the next meeting January 31, 2020, 12:00 noon in the fellowship 
hall.  As always a great lunch will be served and this month Kurt Radke is coming to sing and 
entertain us.  He is always a welcome guest here at Ruthfred.  So, sign up TODAY for the 

January meeting.  See you there! 

IN OUR LIBRARY:  The recent movie featured at our Movie Nights is now available in the 
church library.  Please be sure to check the corner cupboard for this terrific film.  Movies are able 

to be checked out for two weeks.  For more information call Pat Lutz. 
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YOUTH NEWS: 

 

 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There Is SWAP tonight! 6-7:30pm at the Church! Come and enjoy games, a lesson, and the 

fellowship of your fellow 6-8 graders. 

 

Snow Tubing (9-12 Grade) 

January 25
th

 the high school youth will be taking a trip to 7 springs for a day of snow tubing. 

We’ll be leaving the Church around 9:30am and returning around 5pm. Cost is $30 per youth, 

please talk to Brandon if you are interested in attending. 

 

Work Camp 2020 (9-12Grade) 

Registration for Work camp will be opening soon! We are pleased to announce that on July 12-

July 17, 2020 we will be traveling to Warrensburg NY. While they are there kids will participate 

in various service projects to assist people in the community struggling with poverty. This trip will 

be open to youth in grades 9-12, look for the registration packets outside the youth office. 

 

 Save the Date: 

January 25 Snow Tubing 

July 12-17 Work Camp 2020 

Questions/concerns?  

Contact Brandon Fouks: Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715)-781-6063 
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Today, January 19, 2020, the Annual Congregational Meeting will be held immediately 
following the 8:30 and 11:00 worship services. The agenda includes the presentation of 2019 
financial reports, the election of members to Church Council, and voting on the proposed 

amendment to the By-Laws. The members who have agreed to be put on the ballot as 

nominees are detailed below. 

2020 Nominating Committee Members: Tom Glasser, Rory Smith, Emily Demkowicz, Marcia 

Pavesi, Logan Huwe, Eileen Bernish, Jill Kurtz. 

Ex Officio: Pastor Carlson 

President: Joe Roman     

        
Vice President: Brian Schmidt     

        
Deacon (11:00 service): Nathan Donolo     

        
Elders: 
(elect 3) 

*Steve Cox 
Tom Sanders 
Kurt Ziegler 

    

        
Trustees: 
(elect 2) 

*Mark Arelt 
Taylor Hall 
*Pete Huwe 

    

        
*Indicates Incumbent       
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO SECTION IX, CHURCH DISCIPLINE 

Amendment to Section IX, Church Discipline 

(d) Any member(s) with a grievance or complaint against the pastor(s) or other member(s) of 
the congregation shall employ the following procedure based on Matthew 18:15-17.  The 
discontented member will first approach the subject member and tell him or her the nature 

of the complaint.  If the discontented member does not wish to approach the subject 
member alone, he or she may contact the pastor or a current elder to accompany them 
when he or she approaches the subject member.  If the member’s complaint is against a 
pastor, that member should initially be directed to consider their duty to the pastor according 
to Luther’s explanation of the fourth commandment in the Large Catechism so that they do 
not unknowingly violate that commandment. 

 
  Luther writes, “there are also the spiritual fathers...who govern and lead us by means of 

 God's Word” and “there is need to impress upon the people that those who want to be 
 known as Christians owe it to God to regard those that watch over their souls as “worthy 
 of double honor” (1 Tim. 5:17), to treat them well, and to provide for their well-being.”    

 
 If the discontented member does not wish to be present at the meeting with the subject 

member, the pastor or a current elder will offer to approach the subject member on behalf of 
the discontented member, but the discontented member will not be permitted to remain 
anonymous.  Should the discontented member not approve of any of these options, the 
matter will be considered closed.  If a meeting takes place and either the discontented 
member or the subject member are unsatisfied with the results of the meeting, that party 
may request a second meeting and bring one or two witnesses, along with the pastor or a 
current elder.  If after this meeting  there is still no agreement, both parties shall meet with 
the elders to resolve the issue.  The elders shall have the final authority to determine how any 
issue is resolved.  If one or the other member refuses to abide by the decision, that member 

may be subject to further church discipline as recommended by the elders and approved by 
the church council.    

 
A VOTE WILL BE TAKEN AT THE ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ON JANUARY 19, 2020. 
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Congregational  Report  For  2019 
Pastor Steven P. Carlson 

 
Baptized Members 1,071 
Communing Members 912 

 

Gains in Communing Membership: 
 Confirmation of Children 7 
 Adults Received (confirmation or affirmation of faith) 21 
 Adults Received (letter of transfer from Lutheran churches) 1 
 Return to Active Status 0 
  Total 29 

 

Losses in Communing Membership: 
  By Death   25 
  Removed from church membership  21 
  Transferred to Other Churches  2 
  Total   48 

 

Average Attendance – Church 2019  367 
Average Attendance – Sunday School 2019  112 
Average Attendance – Special Attendance 2019 241 

 Includes mid-week Lenten services, Maundy Thursday, 
 Good Friday, Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, 

 Christmas Day and New Year’s Eve 
Average Attendance – Vacation Bible School 2019 210 

 

Official Acts: 
 Baptisms  12 
 Weddings  3 
 Funerals (includes 25 members)  31 
 Confirmation of Children & Adults  28 

(Children have a 2 year program and adults have a  
  10-week program.) 

 
Pastor Carlson’s Calls, Visits, Counseling Sessions – 2019 1,028 
Pastor Osier’s Calls, Visits, Counseling Sessions – 2019 422 

Vicar Kevin Czymbor’s Calls, Visits, Counseling Sessions – 2019  216 
Vicar Brian Westerbur Calls, Visits, Counseling Sessions – 2019  310 
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This Week At Ruthfred  

Today (1/19) Sanctity of Human Life Sunday 
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

       AFTER BOTH SERVICES 
8:30 a.m.— Worship Service  
9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

6:00 p.m.—Evening of Prayer and Praise 

Monday (1/20) 

 9:15 a.m.—JTTW Leaders Meeting 

Tuesday (1/21) 
 7:00 p.m.—Worship Team 

 7:00 p.m.—Men’s Night 

Wednesday (1/22) 
 9:15 a.m.—JTTW 
 5:45 p.m.—Children’s Choir 
 6:30 p.m.—Bell Choir 
 6:45 p.m.—JTTW/Kids Time 
 6:45 p.m.—Jr. & Sr. Confirmation Classes 

 7:30 p.m.—Senior Choir 

Thursday (1/23) 
 10:00 a.m.—Knit Wits 

 7:15.p.m.—Benevolence Meeting 

Friday (1/24) 
 6:30 a.m.—Men’s Prayer Group @ Panera 

  

Jesus often gathered for worship with his disciples 

and others. Following his example, we gather now to 
grow in God and glorify his name. Welcome! During 
the announcements, please sign the Friendship Pad 

and return it to the center aisle. 

Attendance for Last Week: 
Church...331   Sunday School...122 

JTTW (morn)…66 

JTTW (evening)...63  KidsTime...28 

Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 
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Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 

Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Westerbur| Vicar (Seminary Intern) 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 231) 
BrianWesterbur@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 860-6270 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Erin Campion  
Preschool Director 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 
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