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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 

Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany, January 20, 2019 

Prelude: 
 

“Holy God, We 

Praise Thy Name” 

(Diane Bish) 

“Beautiful 

Saviour”  

(Diane Bish) 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“Christ, Whose 
Glory Fills The 

Skies” 
(SBH208, 1st tune) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 15) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the Name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we 

flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 

O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son to 

die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us true 
knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to thy 

Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake forgives 
us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives the power 
to become children of God, and bestows upon them His Holy Spirit.  

The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this O 

Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: All the earth shall worship you, and shall sing unto you. 

 C: They shall sing to your Name, O you most High. 

P: Make a joyful noise unto God, all you lands. 

 C: Sing forth the honor of his Name, make his praise 

glorious. (Psalm 66: 1, 2, 4) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 18) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace that is from above, and for the salvation of our 

souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

churches of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house, and for them that in faith, piety and fear of 

God offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, pity and defend us, O God, by thy grace. 

 C: Amen. 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is Latin for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 
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The Hymn of 

Praise:  

“O Saviour, 

Precious Saviour” 

(SBH419, vs. 1 & 2) 
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The Collect:  

P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things 
in heaven and earth. Mercifully hear the prayers of your people, and 
grant us your peace all the days of our life; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Ghost, 

one God, world without end.  

 C: Amen  

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 62: 1-5 (ESV) 

 For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will 
not be quiet, until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and 
her salvation as a burning torch. 

2 
The nations shall see your 

righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you shall be called 
by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. 

3 
You shall be a 

crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the 
hand of your God. 

4 
You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your 

land shall no more be termed Desolate, but you shall be called My 
Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; for the LORD delights in you, 
and your land shall be married. 

5 
For as a young man marries a 

young woman, so shall your sons marry you, and as the bridegroom 
rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you. 

 

 

 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 
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The Psalm: Psalm 128 (ESV) 

P: Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord, who walks in his ways! 

C: You shall eat the fruit of the labor of your hands; you 

shall be blessed, and it shall be well with you. 

P: Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house; your 

children will be like olive shoots around your table. 

 C: Behold, thus shall the man be blessed who fears the 

Lord. 

P: The Lord bless you from Zion! May you see the prosperity of 

Jerusalem all the days of your life! 

 C: May you see your children’s children! Peace be upon 

Israel! 

The Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 12: 1-11 (ESV) 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be 
uninformed. 

2 
You know that when you were pagans you were led 

astray to mute idols, however you were led. 
3 

Therefore I want you 
to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says 
“Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in 
the Holy Spirit. 

4 
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same 

Spirit; 
5 

and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 
6 

and 
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who 
empowers them all in everyone. 

7 
To each is given the 

manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
8 

For to one is 
given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another 

the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 
9 

to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the 
one Spirit, 

10 
to another the working of miracles, to another 

prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to 
another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 
tongues. 

11 
All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, 

who apportions to each one individually as he wills. 
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The Gradual: 

 He sent his Word and healed them and delivered them from their 
destructions. O that men would praise the Lord for his goodness 
and for his wonderful works to the children of men. Alleluia, 
alleluia. Praise him, all his angels, praise him, all his hosts. Alleluia.  

 (Psalm 107: 20-21: Psalm 148: 2)  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The Holy Gospel Lesson: John 2: 1-11 (ESV) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the 
mother of Jesus was there. 

2 
Jesus also was invited to the wedding 

with his disciples. 
3 

When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus 
said to him, “They have no wine.” 

4 
And Jesus said to her, 

“Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet 
come.” 

5 
His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells 

you.” 
6 

Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish 
rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 

7 
Jesus 

said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them 
up to the brim. 

8 
And he said to them, “Now draw some out and 

take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it. 
9 

When the 
master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did 

not know where it came from (though the servants who had 
drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the 
bridegroom 

10 
and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine 

first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But 
you have kept the good wine until now.” 

11 
This, the first of his 

signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And 

his disciples believed in him. 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 

 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 
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Today we are privileged to 

witness the sacrament of 

Holy Baptism. We believe 

that Baptism is God’s 

work.  It is not merely a 

symbolic application of 

water, but water used 

according to God’s 

command and in 

connection with His Word 

(see Matt. 28:19-20).  In 

Baptism God causes us to 

be born again through 

the washing of 

regeneration and renewal 

of the Holy Spirit (see Titus 

3:5 and 1 Peter 3:21).  For 

Wyatt, Baptism marks the 

beginning of a new life in 

Christ that is nourished 

through a lifetime of 

continually hearing and 

learning God’s Word. 

The Baptismal Hymn: (11:00) 

 

The Baptism of  Wyatt Blaise Donolo 

The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; The third 
day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the Com-
munion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the 

body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 
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The Special Music 
8:30 Senior & Bell Choirs—When Morning Gilds the Skies (Wood) 
11:00 Children’s Choir —Little Children, Come To Jesus (R. H. Pritchard) 
 

When Morning Gilds the Skies 
 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

When morning gilds the skies, 

my heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
When evening shadows fall, 

rejoice then, one and all: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
The night becomes as day 

when from the heart we say: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
The powers of darkness fear 

when this sweet chant they hear: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Let all the earth around 
ring joyous with the sound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 

In heaven’s bliss, 
the fairest strain is this: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Be this, while life is mine, 

my canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Be this the eternal song 
through all the ages long: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 
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 The Sermon 

Hymn:  

“Ye Servants Of 
God” 
(SBH446) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
 

“A Wonderful Wedding”  |  John 2: 1-11 
 

Sermon Notes:  

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 

The Offering and Offertory: 

“Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” (J. G. Walther) 
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The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give 

us this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen.   
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The Closing Hymn: 

“The Church’s One 

Foundation” 
(SBH149) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

 

PLEASE REMAIN IN YOUR PEW FOR THE 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING IMMEDIATELY  

FOLLOWING BOTH SERVICES 
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 Announcements 

The altar flowers are presented by Anne Fife in celebration of Frank’s 62nd birthday today and 

daily missing Jack for the past 10 years. 

Nursery Today: 8:30—Greta Kelly; during Sunday School—Shari Smith; 11:00—Claudia Patalong. 

Known to be hospitalized: none 

Official Act: On Monday, January 14, 2019 at 11:00 a.m., funeral services were held for Sandra 

Lynn McElheny at the Beinhauer Funeral Home. Our pastors and congregation extend Christian 

love and sympathy to Rhoda Tarrant and family upon the passing of her mother.  

The GriefShare Support Group continues to meet every Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. through 

Monday, April 1, 2019. Contact Pastor Osier if you wish to join the group. 

Craft & Sew will not be meeting tomorrow, Monday, January 21st.  

The Library Committee will meet to discuss their next step on Tuesday, January 22nd  at 11:00 
a.m. Please plan to attend as we are in a pretty good place with things but still need data input 

and organization to accomplish. Thanks in advance for your attendance. 

Knit Wits knitting and crochet group will meet in the fireside lounge on Thursday, January 
24th, at 10:00 am. All levels of skill are welcome as we learn from each other. Look forward to 

seeing you there! 

XYZ: Please note that there will be XYZ on Friday, January 25th, 12:00 noon in the fellowship 
hall.  Gary Gibson will be back for a return time of sharing on the topic, "Still Faithful After All 

These Years."  As always a great lunch will be served and good fellowship around the 
tables.  Sign up sheets are available on the bulletin board outside Pat's office.  Sign up today so 

we can hold a place just for you. 

Interested in Helping??: If you would be interested in heading up our Easter Basket project for 
our homebound members, assisting to coordinate, or learning more about what is involved, 

please contact Jill Kurtz. 

Samaritan Ministry: We are currently seeking a coordinator for the Samaritan Ministry at 
Ruthfred Lutheran Church. This ministry provides help for our brothers and sisters in Christ with 
various special needs. The Samaritan Ministry provides transportation to a doctor’s appointment, 
grocery store, church, deliver meals to families in need, provide relief for caretakers of the elderly 

sick, and more. If you are interested, please call Patricia Lutz at (412) 835-7140 ext. 225. 

Sight and Sound Trip: The last day to sign up for the Sight and Sound Trip, "Jesus", is February 
24, 2019. If you have planned on making this trip we need your commitment now. We need 35 

people for this trip to happen. We currently have 25 signed up. 
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 SUNDAY SCHOOL, SUNDAY, JANUARY 20, 2019 

LARGE CLASS ROOM (Adult) 
Pastor Osier begins a new series… 

“Will The Real Jesus Please Stand Up?” 
Our society is often confused about who Jesus is which can lead to major problems.  Is he a 
good (or the best) teacher? Is he our cheerleader friend? Is he a social justice warrior? Is he a 
dispenser of new rules?  In this study, Pastor Osier will draw from the book of the same title 

written by Pastor Matt Richard as well as other resources to answer biblically the questions of 
who Jesus is, what that means for us, and why we want him to be just as the Bible describes 

him. 

UPPER ROOM (Adult) 
Eric Wente continues his 6-week series… 

“The Purpose Driven Life—What on earth am I here for?” 
Please join us for a six week DVD series by Pastor Rick Warren.  Over the course of this study, we 

will seek to discover together the answer to life's most fundamental question: "What on earth 

am I here for?" All are welcome to join us on this journey! 

 

Our next EVENING OF PRAYER AND PRAISE will be held tonight Sunday, January 20th at 

6:00 p.m. in the large Sunday School room with prayers and meditations in this new year 
reflecting on the sanctity of life and our new life in Christ.   Join our church family and invite 
others to this uplifting evening of praise, worship, and fellowship, blended with song and a 

segment of faith sharing.  A heart in tune with God can’t help but sing His praise!   “Therefore, 
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!   2 

CORINTHIANS 5:17 
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The Herald Assembly/Mailing Team is seasoned and efficient, but we could use an extra 
volunteer or two. We start at 8:30 a.m. and we are finished by 10:00 a.m. on the Wednesday 
morning the Herald is distributed each month. We fold, sticker and attach mailing labels to 
approximately 500 copies of the Herald. The work is easy and the hours are great! Even if you 
do not want, or are not able, to commit to helping each month, we would welcome your 
assistance whenever you are available. Our team members occasionally need to miss a month, 

too. Thanks for your consideration, and please talk with Joyce Bock if you have any questions. 

Baby Bottle Campaign: Did you know that at 21 days a baby’s heart begins to beat? At 1 
month, the baby’s organs and body parts are developing, and at 8 weeks the baby’s brain and 
nerve endings are formed.  The typical client is coming into our clinics around 7-8 weeks 
pregnant and is considering an abortion.  We can show her the life God created through an 
ultrasound image.  This ultrasound image changes her heart from contemplating abortion to 
choosing life 90% of the time. Here at the Pittsburgh Women’s Clinic, our mission to save babies 

goes hand-in-hand with the mission to help young moms and dads realize and reach their full 
potential-as parents, and as people.  In January we commemorate the Sanctity of Life and are 
taking time to reflect on the ways in which YOUR financial gifts and prayer support made an 
impact on moms and babies in the Pittsburgh area last year.  By your continued support, you 
allow us to continue offering free programs and services to young women in our area. When 
you fill a bottle with your checks, dollars or loose change, you are helping rescue children and 
serve families!  Grab your bottle from the various locations in the church and support Human 
Coalition in the work of saving lives!  (Please make checks payable to “HUMAN COALITION”.  All 

proceeds support the local activity in Pittsburgh.)  

 

GIFTS TO OUR CHURCH 

Pastor’s Fund 

Given by Brian and Melissa Rizzo in celebration of their son Lucas’ baptism on Sunday, January 

13, 2019. 

Given by Rege and Linda Brentin in memory of Robert Cook. 

Given by Beverley Barron, daughter of Bob Cook, with thanks for honoring her father with a 

luncheon after his loving memorial service. 

Current Fund 

Given by the Tarrant family with thanks to Pastor Osier and Vicar Czymbor for the funeral 
service held for Rhonda’s mother, Sandra Lynn McElheny, on Monday, January 14, 2019 at the 

Beinhauer Funeral Home. 

Music Fund 

Given by Lori Dabney in honor of her father, DeWayne Kanagy, for his 40 years of faithful 

service to Ruthfred Lutheran Church as our organist. 



19 

YOUTH NEWS 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There will be SWAP tonight! SWAP is our weekly get together for 6-8 Graders, during this 

time we play games, have a Bible lesson, and get to know one another as we become a 

community in Christ.  

 

Brunch (9-12 Grade)  

Our next Brunch will be on January 27th. On certain Sundays we host brunch after Church 

for the youth at the Fouks’ House. Brunch typically starts immediately after church, and goes 

until around 4pm. If you like good food, good company, and fun games, brunch is perfect for 

you.  

 

FLY (8-12 Grade) 

We will once again be attending the Free Lutheran Youth Convention this summer in Estes 

Park Colorado from July 1 to July 6, and it is time to begin the registration process. Make sure 

to keep a sharp eye out for the Ruthfred mailing that will contain all the information on what 

you need to do to register, if you didn’t receive a mailing, there is registration info and 

paperwork available outside of the youth office. This year the FLY trip will be open to 8 – 12 

grade youth, so if you are currently in 7
th

 grade you will be eligible to attend. If you have any 

questions, comments, or concerns please contact Brandon immediately. There will be a FLY 

Registration Party at church on Monday, January 28th from 6-9pm. During this time you 

can come to church and we will walk you through the online registration process and answer 

any questions you may have about FLY. 

 

TNT Snow Tubing (9-12 Grade) 

On January 23rd at 5pm we will be meeting at the church for TNT snow tubing, we will be 

tubing at Boyce Park in Plum,  PA till 9pm. We will return to the church by 10pm, cost for 

tubing will be $20 per person. 

 

    Save the Date: 

January 23 TNT Snow Tubing 

January 27 Brunch 

January 28 FLY Registration Party 

July 1-6 FLY Convention 

Questions/concerns?  
Contact Brandon Fouks: Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715)-781-6063 
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CONGREGATIONAL  MEETING 

Today, Sunday, January 20, 2019, the Annual Congregational Meeting will be held immediately 
following the 8:30 and 11:00 worship services.  The agenda includes the presentation of 2018 
financial reports, the election of members of Church Council and voting on the revised By-Law 

Section VII. 

CHURCH COUNCIL NOMINEES: 

SECRETARY: *Leslie Gill 

TREASURER: Chuck Morrison 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: *Connie Munn 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

SUPERINTENDENT: Barb Harrold 

 

DEACONS (8:30 service): *Gary Fischer 
(elect 2) Frank Fife 

 

DEACONS (11:00 service): *John Welsh 
(elect 1)  

 

ELDERS: Don Roose 
(elect 3) Ned Wellman 

  Will Charlton 

TRUSTEES: *Roger Kurtz 
(elect 2) Tom Eld 
  Jennifer Hewitt 
  Dave Paterra 

 

* Indicates Incumbent 

2019 Nominating Committee Members: Mick Nowicki, Mark Killinger, Clay Kinlan, Kerry 

Macugoski, Rebecca Libell. 

Ex Officio: Pastor Carlson and Pastor Osier. 
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PROPOSED REVISION TO BY-LAW SECTION VII 

At the congregational budget meeting on November 18, 2018, a change to By-Law Section VIII 
was proposed, a vote taken, with the motion subsequently passing. Unfortunately, the process 
was not done in strict accordance with our church constitution. Article XII of the church 

constitution says the following: 

Bylaws and articles of this constitution, except those that are made unchangeable in 
Article XI of this constitution, may be changed or repealed, or new ones may be added, at 

the annual meeting of the congregation or at a special meeting of the congregation 
called for and approved at the annual meeting by a vote of no less than two-thirds 
(2/3rds) of the voting members present; provided, however, that the subject matter of said 
bylaws or articles (or bylaws and articles) be published to the congregation at the regular 
services on two Sundays preceding the annual or special meeting of the congregation at 
which said subject matter is to be voted upon and by mail to each voting member at least 

two weeks prior to said meeting. 

Section VIII 

Finance (current) 

1. The church shall maintain an accounting system to track offerings in support of the budget 

and special funds. The offerings received will be paid into the church treasury. The accounting 

system will also provide a record of member giving. 

2. The congregation shall adopt a budget each year. The procedure for adopting a budget shall 

be as follows: 

1. An initial draft of a budget shall be prepared by a finance committee. The finance 
committee shall include the church treasurer, the financial secretary, one trustee, one elder, 
one deacon and three members of the congregation at large; appointed by the church 

council.   

Section VIII (proposed revision in bold) 

Finances 

1. The church shall maintain an accounting system to track offerings in support of the budget 

and special funds. The offerings received will be paid into the church treasury. The accounting 

system will also provide a record of member giving. 

2. The congregation shall adopt a budget each year. The procedure for adopting a budget shall 

 be as follows: 

 1. An initial draft of a budget shall be prepared by a standing finance committee. The 
standing  finance committee shall include the church treasurer, the financial secretary, one 
trustee, one elder, one deacon and three members of the congregation at large; 
appointed by the  church council. The chairperson of the standing committee to be 
appointed by church council. Members chosen from among the congregation shall serve 
a maximum of four consecutive years. Terms to begin in February to coincide with newly 
elected church council’s first meeting.  

A VOTE WILL BE TAKEN AT THE ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ON JANUARY 20, 2019. 
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Congregational  Report  For  2018 
 

Pastor Steven P. Carlson 
Pastor Adam G. Osier 

 
Baptized Members 1,099 
Communing Members 933 

 

Gains in Communing Membership: 
 Confirmation of Children 5 
 Adults Received (confirmation or affirmation of faith) 17 
 Adults Received (letter of transfer from Lutheran churches) 0 
 Return to Active Status 3 
  Total 25 

 

Losses in Communing Membership: 
  By Death   17 
  Placed on Inactive Status   2 
  Transferred to Other Churches  14 
  Total   33 

 

Average Attendance – Church 2018  390 
Average Attendance – Sunday School 2018  112 
Average Attendance – Special Attendance 2018 237 

 Includes mid-week Lenten services, Maundy Thursday, 
 Good Friday, Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, 

 Christmas Day and New Year’s Eve 
Average Attendance – Vacation Bible School 2018 216 

 

Official Acts: 
 Baptisms  16 
 Weddings  4 
 Funerals (includes 17 members)  24 
 Confirmation of Children & Adults  22 

(Children have a 2 year program and adults have a  
  10-week program.) 

 
Pastor Carlson’s Calls, Visits, Counseling Sessions – 2018 1,103 
Pastor Osier’s Calls, Visits, Counseling Sessions – 2018 832 

Vicar Matt Quanbeck’s Calls, Visits, Counseling Sessions – 2018  135 
Vicar Kevin Czymbor’s Call, Visits, Counseling Sessions – 2018  213 
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This Week At Ruthfred  

Today (1/20) Sanctity of Human Life Sunday 
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

       AFTER BOTH SERVICES 
HERALD ARTICLE DEADLINE 
8:30 a.m.— Worship Service  
9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

6:00 p.m.—Evening of Prayer and Praise 

Monday (1/21) 
 9:15 a.m.—JTTW Leaders Meeting 

 7:00 P.m.—GriefShare 

Wednesday (1/23) 
 9:15 a.m.—JTTW 
 5:45 p.m.—Children’s Choir 
 6:30 p.m.—Bell Choir 
 6:45 p.m.—JTTW/Kids Time 
 6:45 p.m.—Jr. & Sr. Confirmation Classes 

 7:30 p.m.—Senior Choir 

Thursday (1/24) 

 10:00 a.m.—Knit Wits 

Friday (1/25) 
 6:30 a.m.—Men’s Prayer Group @ Panera 

 12:00 p.m.—XYZ 

 
Jesus often gathered for worship with his disciples 
and others. Following his example, we gather now to 
grow in God and glorify his name. Welcome! During 
the announcements, please sign the Friendship Pad 

and return it to the center aisle. 

Attendance for Last Week: 
Church...262   Sunday School...114 

JTTW (morn)…85 
JTTW (evening)...72  KidsTime...38 

Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 
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Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 

Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Adam G. Osier| Assistant Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorOsier@ruthfred.org 
 

Kevin Czymbor| Vicar (Seminary Intern) 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 231) 
kevin@czymbor.net 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 860-6270 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 

Erin Campion  
Preschool Director 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 
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