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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 

Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  

The Second Sunday in Advent, December 9, 2018 
 

Prelude: 
 

“Come, Thou 

Saviour Of The 

Nations” 

(J. S. Bach) 

“Hark, Now, O 
Shepherds” 
(Czechoslovakian 
Choir) 
Olivia Underwood, 

Halle Hewitt 

soloists 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“O How Shall I 

Receive Thee” 
(SBH11) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 41) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the Name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we 

flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 

O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son to 

die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us true 
knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to thy 

Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake forgives 
us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives the power 
to become children of God, and bestows upon them His Holy Spirit.  

The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this O 

Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Daughter of Zion. Behold your salvation comes. 

 C: The Lord shall cause his glorious voice to be heard. 

P: And you shall have gladness of heart. Give ear, O Shepherd of 

Israel. 

 C: You that leads Joseph like a flock. 
 (Isaiah 62: 11, 30: 30; Psalm 80: 1) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 41) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 48) 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

P: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is Latin for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 



6 

 
The Hymn of Praise: 

“Once In David’s Royal City” (SBH41, vs. 1, 2, 5) 
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The Collect:  

P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us pray: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of 
your only-begotten Son, so that by his coming we may be enabled to 
serve you with pure minds; through the same your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Ghost, one 

God, world without end.  

 C: Amen  

The Old Testament Lesson: Micah 5: 2, 3-5 (ESV) 
 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the 

clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be 
ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 
4 

And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the 
LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall 
dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
5 

And he shall be their peace. 

 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 
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The Psalm: Psalm 63: 1-11 (ESV) 
P: O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for 
you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there 

is no water. 

C: So I have look upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your 

power and glory. Because your steadfast love is better than 

life, my lips will praise you. 

P: So I will bless you as long as I live; in your name I will lift up my 

hands. 

 C: My soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich food, and my 

mouth will praise you with joyful lips. 

P: When I remember you upon my bed, and meditate on you in the 

watches of the night. 

 C: For you have been my help, and in the shadow of your 

wings I will sing for joy. 

P: My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me. 

 C: But those who seek to destroy my life shall go down into 

the depths of the earth. 

 P: They shall be given over to the power of the sword; they shall be a 

portion for jackals. 

  C: But the king shall rejoice in God; all who swear by him 

 shall exult, for the mouths of liars will be stopped. 

The Epistle Lessons:  1 Corinthians 13: 4-8 (ESV) 

 1 John 4: 9-10 
 1 Corinthians 13: 4-8: 
 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 

arrogant 
5 

or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable 
or resentful; 

6 
it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the 

truth. 
7 

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. 

8 
Love never ends..  

 

1 John 4: 9-10: 
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent 
his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 

10 
In 

this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and 
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  
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The Gradual: 

 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God has shined, our God 
shall come. Gather my saints together with me, those that have 
made a covenant with me by sacrifice. Alleluia, alleluia. I was glad 
when they said unto me. Let us go into the house of the Lord. Our 
feet shall stand within your gates O Jerusalem. Alleluia.  

 (Psalm 50: 2, 5; 122: 1-2)  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The Holy Gospel Lesson: John 3: 16-21 (ESV) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 

whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 
17 

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
18 

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does 
not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in 
the name of the only Son of God. 

19 
And this is the judgment: the 

light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness 
rather than the light because their works were evil. 

20 
For 

everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not 
come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. 

21 
But 

whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be 

clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.” 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 
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The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 

Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 

the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Lighting of the Second Advent Candle 

The Reading of the Prophecy: Micah 5: 2 

                         And Fulfillment: Matthew 2: 5,6 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 

The Special Music 

8:30 Bell Choir—O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (arr. Dobrinski) 

11:00 Senior Choir Anthem—Come, Thou Redeemer of the Earth 

Come, Thou Redeemer of the Earth 

Come, thou Redeemer of the earth, 
And manifest thy virgin birth: 

Let every age adoring fall; 

Such birth befits the God of all. 

Begotten of no human will, 
But of the Spirit, thou art still 

The Word of God in flesh arrayed, 

The promised fruit to man displayed. 

Thy cradle here shall glitter bright, 
And darkness breathe a newer light, 

Where endless faith shall shine serene, 

And twilight never intervene. 

All laud, eternal Son, to thee 
Whose advent sets thy people free, 
Whom with the Father we adore, 

And Holy Ghost for evermore. 



11 

The Sermon Hymn: 

“O Little Town Of Bethlehem”(SBH27) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
 

“The Light of Love in Bethlehem”  |  Micah 5: 2, 4-5 
 

Sermon Notes:  

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 

The Offering and Offertory: 

“Veni Emmanuel” (Michael Burkhardt) 
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The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give 

us this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen.   
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The Closing Hymn: 

“Thou Didst Leave 

Thy Throne” 
(SBH433) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude:  

“The King Shall 
Come” 
(Michael Burkhardt) 



15 

 Announcements 

The altar flowers are presented by David Kratz with love to Great Grandma Dorothy Kratz from 

Isawa. 

The chancel rail arrangement is presented by Marian Meyer in loving memory of Fred Meyer. 

Nursery Today: 8:30—Greta Kelly; during Sunday School—Shari Smith; 11:00—Claudia Patalong. 

Known to be hospitalized:  Vic Massack is now home. 

Upcoming Wedding: On Saturday, December 15, 2018 at 2:30 p.m., Rebecca Boehme and 

Michael Bittel will exchange wedding vows in the sanctuary of Ruthfred Lutheran Church. 

Official Act: On Saturday, December 8, 2018 at 1:00 p.m., a memorial service was held for 

Maggie Hatten in the sanctuary of our church. 

Official Act: Today, after the 11:00 service, the Christian rite of baptism will be bestowed upon 

Foster Douglas Sobek. 

Our pastors, vicar and congregation extend Christian love and sympathy to Eric Wente and 
Marlene Speicher and their families upon the passing of their father, Rev. James H. Wente, on 

Wednesday, December 5, 2018. 

The 2019 Offering Envelopes are available for pick-up on the table by the elevator. PLEASE 

PICK UP YOUR ENVELOPES! 

Poinsettia Orders: It’s that time of year! Again we are providing an opportunity for you to place 
a poinsettia plant in memory of or in honor of loved ones to decorate our beautiful sanctuary 
for Christmas. Envelopes are in the pew racks.  The cost is $12.50 per plant. Be sure to place 
your dedication on the OUTSIDE of the envelope (don’t forget to put your name on the 
envelope also) and place your cash/check in the envelope and drop it in the collection plate. 

TODAY IS THE LAST DAY TO ORDER POINSETTIAS. 

Exciting News: Brandon and Bekah Fouks are pleased to announce that they are expecting to 

welcome a new member into their family this coming June!! 

Craft & Sew: will meet tomorrow, Monday, December 10th. 

Happy 93rd Birthday to Joyce Alderson TODAY, Sunday, December 9, 2018. Please 

remember Joyce with birthday wishes and prayers. 

Thank You: I would like to thank Pastor Carlson, Pastor Osier, Vicar Czymbor and all others who 
made visits to my mom (Cheryl Schmidt) while she was in the hospitals, nursing homes and at 

her apartment at Country Meadows over the past year.  I know the power of prayer and want 
to thank each and every one who prayed for us and sent encouraging notes and cards.  My 
mom had such a zest for life and so much love for others!  I know she is at home with our Lord 

and Savior as well as my dad.  God Bless you all!.  Brian Schmidt and Family 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2018 

LARGE CLASS ROOM (Adult) 
Pastor Osier continues his series… 

"O Come, O Come Emmanuel!” 
Do you wonder where God is when bad things happen? Do you long to see justice served and 
brokenness fixed?  Do you struggle waiting for God to come to come and right the wrongs? So 
did the Old Testament prophet, Habakkuk.  Join us this Advent season as we see from his short 

book how to faithfully wait for the second coming of our Lord by trusting in what he 

accomplished at his first. 

UPPER ROOM (Adult) 
Eric Wente continues his series… 

“Because of Bethlehem—Love is Born, Hope is here” 
In this 4 session series, Max Lucado explores how the One who made everything, chose to make 
himself nothing, coming into our world as our savior. Jesus' birth gives us the promise that God 

is always near us, always for us, and always within us-- and that we no longer need to have 
marks on our record as a result of his sacrifice. All are welcome to join us on this journey to 

Bethlehem.    

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BAPTIST HOME CHRISTMAS TREE: Please take a name tag and follow the directions by the 
sign up sheet. THE DEADLINE TO RETURN YOUR WRAPPED GIFT IS TODAY, SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 9th. Please contact Jan Ruzicka at (724) 941-3572 if you have any questions. Thank 

you.  

Thank You: Dear Ruthfred Lutheran Church Congregation, Thank you so much for the 
beautiful plant, your cards and your expressions of sympathy following mom’s death. We thank 
Pastor Carlson, Pastor Osier and Vicar Czymbor for their visits which always made mom smile. 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the absolutely beautiful service and to those who 
planned, provided food and served the lovely luncheon. Mom dearly loved the church, which is 

its people, and you have shown us much love in return. God bless, Bunny & Betzi Barger 

2018 Contributions: Financial contributions to be recorded in the year 2018 must be received 
by Monday, December 31, 2018. Contributions received after December 31st will be recorded in 

2019. 
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GIFTS TO OUR CHURCH 

Pastor’s Fund 

Given by Brandon and Meghan Rigatti in honor of the baptism of their daughter, 

Milena Turin Rigatti. 

Given by Chris Sopoci in loving memory of Janet Barger. 

Given by Jim and Lee MacManus in memory of Bob Peterson, Janet Barger, and 

Maggie Hatten. 

Given by the Peterson Family in loving memory of Bob Peterson. 

Given by South Hills Movers Sales Dept. in memory of Margaret Ann (Maggie) Hatten. 

Given by Ann DeBortoli in memory of Janet Barger. 

Given by Gary and Pami Dick in memory of Janet Barger. 

Given by Glen & Sue Wilson, Kara & John Debevec, Krysta & Travis Robinson and 

Nathan Wilson in memory of Janet Barger. 

Given by Ken, Carrie, Bryce and Kyle Zook in memory of Janet Barger. 

Benevolence Fund 

Given by Geoff & Kate Fournier. 

Current Fund 

Given by Bryan and Sandy Newman in memory of Janet Barger. 
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YOUTH NEWS 

TNT Christmas Party (9-12 Grade) 

We will be having our annual TNT Christmas party at the Huwe’s on December 22
nd

, 6pm-

8pm. During that time, we will have a Christmas cookie decorating competition, and a white 

elephant gift exchange, please limit the price of your gift to around $10. 

 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There IS SWAP tonight!!! SWAP is our weekly get together for 6-8 Graders, during this time 

we play games, have a Bible lesson, and get to know one another as we become a 

community in Christ. Also there will be a SWAP Christmas Party on December 16, from 6pm to 

8pm, at Church. There will be no SWAP December 23 or December 30.  

 

Brunch (9-12 Grade)  

On certain Sundays we host brunch after Church for the youth at the Fouks’ House. Brunch 

typically starts immediately after church, and goes until around 4pm. If you like good food, 

good company, and fun games, brunch is perfect for you.  

 

FLY (8-12 Grade) 

We will once again be attending the Free Lutheran Youth Convention this summer in Estes 

Park Colorado from July 1 to July 6, and it is already almost time to begin the registration 

process. Make sure to keep a sharp eye out for the Ruthfred mailing that will contain all the 

information on what you need to do to register. This year the FLY trip will be open to 8 – 12 

grade youth, so if you are currently in 7
th

 grade you will be eligible to attend. If you have any 

questions, comments, or concerns please contact Brandon immediately. 

 

    Save the Date: 

December 16 SWAP Christmas Party 

December 22 TNT Christmas Party 

July 1-6 FLY Convention 

Questions/concerns?  
Contact Brandon Fouks: Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715)-781-6063 
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This Week At Ruthfred  

Today (12/9) HERALD ARTICLE DEADLINE 
LAST DAY TO ORDER POINSETTIAS 
8:30 a.m.— Worship Service  
9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
Christmas Program Practice during SS 
11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

6:00 p.m.—SS Christmas Pageant 

Monday (12/10) 
 9:30 a.m.—Craft & Sew 
 7:00 p.m.—Elders’ Prayer Time 

 7:30 p.m.—Council Meeting 

Wednesday (12/12) 
 12:00 p.m.—Esther 
 5:45 p.m.—Children’s Choir 
 6:30 p.m.—Bell Choir 
 6:45 p.m.—JTTW/Kids Time 
 6:45 p.m.—Jr. & Sr. Confirmation Classes 

 7:30 p.m.—Senior Choir 

Thursday (12/13) 
 6:30 p.m.—Ruth 

Friday (12/14) 
 6:30 a.m.—Men’s Prayer Group @ Panera 
 5:00 p.m.—Wedding Rehearsal 

 6:30 p.m.—Keepers of the Faith 

Saturday (12/15) 
 2:30 p.m.—Boehme/Bittel Wedding 
 
 
 
We are one week closer! As we prepare our worship 

space and our homes for the coming of Jesus at 

Christmas, let us also prepare our hearts. During the 
announcements, please sign the Friendship Pad and 

return it to the center aisle. 

Attendance for Last Week: 
Church...491   Sunday School...115 

JTTW (evening)...65  KidsTime...30 

Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 



20 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 

Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Adam G. Osier| Assistant Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorOsier@ruthfred.org 
 

Kevin Czymbor| Vicar (Seminary Intern) 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 231) 
kevin@czymbor.net 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 860-6270 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 

Erin Campion  
Preschool Director 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 
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