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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering 
basket. 
 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

 

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 

Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  

The Second Sunday in Lent, February 28, 2021 
 

Prelude: 
 

“O Love, How 

Deep” 

(P. P. Stearns) 

“Dear Lord and 

Father of 
Mankind” 

(Stearns) 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“The Morning 

Light is Breaking” 
(SBH313) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 41) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the Name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we 

flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 

O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son to 

die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us true 
knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to thy 

Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake forgives 
us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives the power 
to become children of God, and bestows upon them His Holy Spirit.  

The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this O 

Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Remember, O Lord, your tender mercies and your 

lovingkindnesses. 

 C: For they have been ever of old. Let not mine enemies 

triumph over me. 

P: Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles. Unto you, O Lord, do 

I lift up my soul. 

 C: O my God, I trust in you; let me not be ashamed. 
 (Psalm 25: 1, 2, 6) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 41) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 48) 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

P: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is Latin for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 
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The Hymn of 

Praise:  

“Wide Open Are 

Thy Hands” 

(SBH66) 
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The Collect:  

P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us pray: O God, who sees that we have no strength of our 
own. Keep us both outwardly and inwardly, that we may be 
defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, and 
from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.  

 C: Amen  

The Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16 (NASB) 

 Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to 
Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before Me, and be 
blameless. 

2 
I will make My covenant between Me and you, and I will 

multiply you exceedingly.” 
3 

Abram fell on his face, and God talked 
with him, saying, 

4 
“As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and 

you will be the father of a multitude of nations. 
5 

No longer shall you 
be named Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made 
you the father of a multitude of nations. 

6 
I will make you exceedingly 

fruitful, and I will make nations of you, and kings will come from 

you. 
7 

I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your 
descendants after you throughout their generations as an 
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants 
after you.  

 
 15 

Then God said to Abraham, “As for your wife Sarai, you shall not 

call her by the name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 
16 

I will bless 
her, and indeed I will give you a son by her. Then I will bless her, and 
she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from 
her.” 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 
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The Psalm: Psalm 22: 23-31 (NASB, Read Responsively) 
P: You who fear the Lord, praise Him; all you descendants of Jacob, 
glorify Him, and stand in awe of Him, all you descendants of Israel. 
 

C: For He has not despised nor scorned the suffering of the 
afflicted; nor has He hidden His face from him; but when he 

cried to Him for help, He heard. 
 

P: From you comes my praise in the great assembly; I shall pay my 
vows before those who fear Him. The afflicted will eat and be 
satisfied ; those who seek Him will praise the Lord. May your heart 
live forever! 
 

 C: All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the 
Lord, and all the families of the nations will worship before 

You. 
 

P: For the kingdom is the Lord’s and He rules over the nations. 
 

 C: All the prosperous of the earth will eat and worship, all 

those who go down to the dust will kneel before Him, even he 

who cannot keep his soul alive. 
 

P: Posterity will serve Him; it will be told of the Lord to the coming 
generation. 
 

 C: They will come and will declare His righteousness to a 

people who will be born, that He has performed it. 

The Epistle Lesson: Romans 5: 1-11 (NASB) 

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

2 
through whom we also have 

obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; 
and we celebrate in hope of the glory of God. 

3 
And not only this, 

but we also celebrate in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation 
brings about perseverance; 

4 
and perseverance, proven character; 

and proven character, hope; 
5 

and hope does not disappoint, 
because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

6 
For while we were still 

helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
7 

For one will 
hardly die for a righteous person; though perhaps for the good 
person someone would even dare to die. 

8 
But God demonstrates His 

own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us. 
9 

Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we 
shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. 

10 
For if while we 

were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His 
Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His 
life. 

11 
And not only this, but we also celebrate in God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the 
reconciliation. 
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The Gradual: 

 The troubles of my heart are enlarged. O bring me out of my 
distresses. Look upon my affliction and my pain and forgive all my 
sins. O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good and his mercy 

endures forever. (Psalm 25: 17, 18; 106: 1)  

Following the Gradual reading, the congregation shall sing:  
 

The Sentence for Lent 
Christ hath humbled himself, and become obedient  

unto death: even the death of the Cross. 

The Holy Gospel Lesson: Mark 8: 27-38 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 Jesus went out, along with His disciples, to the villages of Caesarea 
Philippi; and on the way He questioned His disciples, saying to 
them, “Who do people say that I am?” 

28 
They told Him, saying, 

“John the Baptist; and others say Elijah; and others, one of the 
prophets.” 

29 
And He continued questioning them: “But who do 

you say that I am?” Peter answered and said to Him, “You are the 
Christ.” 

30 
And He warned them to tell no one about Him. 

31 
And 

He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the 
scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise from the 
dead. 

32 
And He was stating the matter plainly. And Peter took 

Him aside and began to rebuke Him. 
33 

But turning around and 
seeing His disciples, He rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind Me, 
Satan; for you are not setting your mind on God’s purposes, but 
on man’s.” 

34 
And He summoned the crowd together with His 

disciples, and said to them, “If anyone wants to come after Me, he 
must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Me. 

35 
For 

whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 

for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. 
36 

For what does it benefit 
a person to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul? 

37 
For what 

could a person give in exchange for his soul? 
38 

For whoever is 
ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He 

comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.” 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 

 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 
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The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; The third 
day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 

the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Special Music 
8:30 Senior Choir—Day By Day (Ahnfelt/Christiansen) 
 

11:00 Will Charlton, piano—Arioso in G (J. S. Bach) 

Day By Day 

Day by day in mercy, Lord attend me, 
O what comfort in this hope to rest! 

All that Thou in love divine dost send me, 

Draws me, Savior, closer to Thy breast. 
 

Thou dost love more tenderly than ever 
Earthly father careth for his own: 

Sorrows heavy burden Thou wilt never  
Suffer me to carry all alone. 

 
Day by day, O joy to live within Thy favor, 

Trustingly to rest my soul in Thee; 
Help me, Lord, that I may never waver,  

Nor forget Thy loving care for me; 

 
For I know no matter what betide me, 
Thou wilt ever hold me by the hand; 

With thy presence, Savior, here to guide me, 

I shall reach at last my native land. 

The Announcements  

The Children’s Object Lesson 
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The Sermon 

Hymn:  

“In The Cross of 
Christ I Glory” 
(AMB64) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
 

“What Does YOUR Life Say About Jesus”  |  Mark 8: 27-38 
 

Sermon Notes:  

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 
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The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give 

us this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen. 
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The Closing Hymn: 

“Saviour, When In 

Dust To Thee” 

(SBH72) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude: 

“Prelude” 
(A. Corelli) 
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Announcements 

The altar flowers are presented by a friend in Christ in appreciation of our Pastors who 
unswervingly continue to spiritually guide us, inspire us and comfort us, through these difficult 
times.  

Altar flowers are still available for many Sundays throughout the year. Sign up today! 

Known to be hospitalized:  Joan Reagan is now home.  Please be in pray for Dick Thomas and 

Marcia Pavesi as they undergo treatments for their individual cancers. 

Nursery Today:  8:30—Greta Kelly; 11:00—Claudia Patalong. 

Music Fund:  Given by the Kanagy family in memory of Martha Kanagy. 

Music Fund:  Given by Bernard and Janet Paterra in memory of DeWayne and Martha Kanagy. 

Music Fund:  Given by Carol Mueller in memory of Sharon Robbins. 

Music Fund::  Given by Dr. John Bornyas in memory of Glenn D. Hughes 

Meals On Wheels located at Grace Lutheran Church in South Park is in need of bottled salad 

dressing from now until April 25th.  Their preferred point of purchase would be Aldi’s or The 

Dollar Store.  Please place items in the bin outside the kitchen.  They are grateful for any 

donation.  If you have any questions, please contact Carol Ward. 

Please note:  Dick Thomas will temporarily be receiving mail at:  Dick Thomas, c/o Susan Parks, 

285 Park Road, Valencia PA   16059. 

  Expenses Compared to Receipts 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENSES 
OF BUDGETED FUNDS 

    Less:   

Member  Transfers to  Actual  Surplus/ 

  Donations  
Other 

Funds  Expenses  (Shortfall) 

Year to Date January 31, 2021        

 Current        63,529            (3,056)        84,859        (24,386) 

 Building          3,793                3,793  

 Benevolence        12,251           14,805          (2,554) 

 Totals        79,573             (3,056)         99,664         (23,147) 
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Easter Baskets for our Shut-Ins/Homebound Members - Ruthfred’s Wom-

en’s Ministry is organizing this annual project on a smaller scale this 

year.  There will be no personal visits when baskets are delivered.  They will be 

handed to someone at the door, dropped off at the door or left at 

the facility’s front desk.  Sign-up sheets for assembly at 9 a.m. (wearing masks 

and gloves) and pickup/delivery at 10 a.m. on March 27, are on the table at 

the bottom of the stairs near the South Park Road entrance.   They can be de-

livered any time before Easter.   Thank you for your help.   
 

SUGGESTED DONATIONS  

NO HOMEMADE ITEMS THIS YEAR - Please choose individually wrapped 

and/or single servings food items.  NOTHING WITH NUTS.  Sugar-free items 

are welcomed. Any unused items will be donated to Meals on Wheels.   

Snack crackers   Jello cups 

100 calorie snacks   Fruit cups 

Breakfast bars   Applesauce 

Hot/cold cereal   Tea bags 

Mini muffins    Hot chocolate mix 

Cookies    Soup packets 

Pudding cups   Tissue packs 
 

Please place items in the collection bin outside the kitchen by 

Wednesday, March 24.      Questions??? Contact Jill Kurtz or Sue Rotz 

 

Our pastors and congregation extend Christian love and sympathy to 

Kate and Shane Cox on the passing of Kate’s grandmother, Lois Basch, on 

Monday, February 15, 2021; and on the death of Dale Augustein on Monday, 

February 22, 2021. Dale is the brother of Lois Smock and Anastasia Augustein. 

 

Thank you to everyone for their prayers supporting Marcia’s recent shoulder 

surgery.  Her surgery went very well and she is home resting and recovering.  

We are so blessed to have such a wonderful church community.   

Together in Christ, Chris & Marcia Clark 
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YOUTH NEWS 

 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There Is SWAP tonight! 6-7:30pm at the Church 

 

TNT (9-12 Grade) 

TNT will be at the Church on Tuesday night 7-9pm 

 

Summer Trip 2021 (8-12 Grade) 

In the wake of the cancelation of FLY 2021 the Association Retreat Center 

(ARC) in Osceola WI has stepped up to offer an option for youth groups looking 

for an alternative. This event will be taking place June 26 - July 2. Registration 

information will be available this week, for those that are confident they would 

like to attend please sign up outside the youth office. 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

June 27-july2 – 2021 ARC Camp 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Questions/concerns?   

Contact Brandon Fouks : Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715)-781-6063 

 

Adult SS Class Today In Large Classroom 

Pastor Carlson’s “Gospel of Mark” Adult Sunday School Class will be studying the last three 

chapters of Mark during the month of February as we look at Holy Thursday, Good Friday and 

Easter Sunday in the closing chapters of the Gospel. Even if you have not attended before, this is 

a perfect time to come! 

Today in the Upper Room 

Faith Lessons:: By weaving together the Bible’s fascinating historical, cultural, religious and 

geographical contexts, teacher and historian Ray Vander Laan reveals unique insights into the 

Scriptures’ significance for modern believers.  Filmed on location in Israel, these illuminating 

‘”faith lessons: afford a new understanding of the Bible that will ground your convictions and 

strengthen your faith!  All are welcome to join us on this journey to the Holy Land. 
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This Week At Ruthfred  

Today (2/28)  
8:30 a.m.— Worship Service  
9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

6:30 p.m.—GIFT Bible Study 

Monday (3/1) HAPPY BIRTHDAY JOAN TEICHART 
 9:30 a.m.—JTTW Leaders Meeting 

 9:30 a.m.—Craft & Sew 

 7:00 p.m.—Elders’ Meeting 

Tuesday (3/2) HAPPY BIRTHDAY SUE KOVAC 
 4:00 p.m.—Sr. Confirmation Class  

 7:00 p.m.—Worship Team 

Wednesday (3/3) 
 9:45 a.m.—JTTW 
 2:00 p.m.—Lenten Service 
 5:45 p.m.—Children’s Choir 
 6:00-7:00 p.m.—Soup & Sandwich Supper 
 6:15 p.m.—Jr. & Sr. Confirmation Classes 
 6:30 p.m.—Bell Choir 
 7:00 p.m.—Senior Choir 
 7:30 p.m.—Lenten Service 

Senior Choir will continue after Lenten Service 

Sunday (3/7) CITY MISSION FOOD SUNDAY 
 8:30 a.m.—Communion Service 
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.—Communion Service 
 6:00 p.m.—Communion Service 
 
 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, grace and peace be to 

you as we join in worship. Welcome! 

Attendance for Last Week: 

Church…189  Sunday School...94 
Contemporary  Service   62 

8:30 Live Stream...91 
JTTW (morn)...40  On Line...10 

Lenten Services  141 

Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 
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