
 

 

Pastor John H. Dennis 
August 17, 1925 — September 19, 2008 
 
As this month marks the 10th anniversary of when Pastor John Dennis went home to our Lord, many of us 
today reflect upon precious memories of a faithful, loving servant of God who built Ruthfred Lutheran 
Church, influenced our lives, and touched our hearts and souls with his ministry of 58 years. 
 
In his obituary authored by Pastor Brent Olson, who served our Church under Pastor Dennis, described how 
his leadership shaped our Church with “. . . a beacon of ecclesiastical order and unwavering theological 
conviction, and a place too where you felt safe and knew you were loved.” Pastor Olson so perfectly captured 
the essence of our founding Pastor’s character as he wrote: “Rarely do you find a combination of such 
tremendous gifts in one person—an unforgettable charisma, an unflagging energy, and unlimited generosity, 
a servant’s heart, a leader’s courage, a beautiful booming voice, and a mind that never forgets anyone.” 
 
Ruthfred’s former Pastor, James Molstre, who served along Pastor Dennis, genuinely complimenting his 
leadership, said "I learned more from him than I ever did in seminary because he had such vast experience 
and knowledge. . . . What mattered to him most in life was his faith in Jesus." As Pastor Dennis never 
married, Pastor Molstre said "His wife and family were the church." He worked tirelessly, always with 
excellence and integrity, to build this strong ministry thriving at Ruthfred Lutheran Church today. 
 
Pastor Dennis truly was a wealth of knowledge, of literature, of both history and current events, and most 
importantly, of the Bible. He preached God’s Word with a profound understanding of scripture and the 
Christian doctrine, and his master of the English language and rich vocabulary was expressed in his sermons 
(with an occasional word spoken in German, a language he loved and was also fluent in). Pastor John 
Steward of Mount of Olives Lutheran Church in California, who interned under Pastor Dennis, recalled 
“Whether in conversation or in sermons, you could hear his deep intellect and reservoir of knowledge.” 
 
People were drawn to his magnetic personality, his smile, his stories, his jokes, and his deep faith and love of 
Jesus that shined through him to touch the lives of others, as he had genuine care and concern for others. 
Pastor Dennis’s testament to Christ was not only portrayed in the way he lived his life, and through his 
powerful sermons, but through his magnificent voice with which God so blessed him. He complimented 
Ruthfred’s angelic choir, and often in solo tribute to our Lord, declaring His Glory in song as his praises 
echoed throughout our Church resonating deeply into each soul that witnessed his impressive and 
commanding voice. Those who’ve had the opportunity to experience his rendition of “On Eagles Wings” or 
“In Heaven, In Heaven” will surely never forget it, nor the Pastor who started this church so many years ago. 
To again quote Pastor Olson, “He ministered to the very end with his remarkable repertoire of grace.” 
 
Pastor Dennis often liked to reminisce and tell stories of his past, and now, 10 years later, we also reminisce 
in fond memories that we have been blessed with through his ministry as we share his passion in Christ and 
the traditions he started, and we continue to grow spiritually as a congregation, dedicated to our Lord and 
Savior and proclaiming His Word to this world. 
 
In Memory of Pastor John H. Dennis, Philippians 1:3: “I thank God in all my remembrance of you.” 
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Member Profile 
By Mettelise Ziegler 
 

Emily & John Demkowicz 
 
 
Married less than a year, Emily and John Demkowicz are proof that online dating is the perfect matchmaker for the 
modern age. 
 
Emily grew up in Bethel Park. She attended Ruthfred’s Nursery School. Her parents, Fred and Naomi Ganchuk, found 
the church so welcoming, that they transferred membership from Pleasant Hills Presbyterian. Emily’s older brother, 
Nathaniel Mattern, and younger sister, Lillian, have also benefitted from the ministries at Ruthfred. 

 
John, also a Lutheran, comes from Wheaton, Illinois. He “followed a girl” to 
Pittsburgh and initially worked for FedEx. When that relationship went south, 
he eventually gave online dating a try and met Emily. The couple’s first date 
was a Pittsburgh Pirates—Chicago White Sox baseball game on July 3, 2014. 
Their wedding rehearsal dinner years later included hot-dogs as a 
remembrance of that important date! 
 
An outgoing personality, Emily worked as a scrub nurse who later got into 
sales. Now, Emily works as a clinical education coordinator for Applied 
Medical. In short, she trains surgeons on the company’s products for surgical 
procedures. 
 
John is Operations Supervisor for Monarch Transportation, which provides 
the Quaker Valley School District its student transportation. He is a former 
band kid who currently judges marching band competitions in the local area 
as well as the Carolinas.  John has taught band students in the color guard 
through summer camp in central Michigan. 
 
Together, Emily and John enjoy golfing, walking their dog, riding bicycles, 

taking long car rides, and attending concerts. 
 
Emily and John had a memorable wedding at Ruthfred in December of 2017. They want to express how grateful they 
are to Stacie Klick and Lauren Compel for coordinating their special day. Emily believes theirs may have been one of 
the last ceremonies Stacie was able to do before she became ill and passed away. 
 
Although their personalities are different, Emily and John believe they are a good fit because of their shared values. 
They are both goal oriented and hardworking. What’s more, they care about being kind and respectful to everyone and 
making the right decisions based upon their shared Christian values. 
 
The Demkowicz’s are expecting their first child in late October. 
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Official Acts 
July 9, 2018 — August 19, 2018 
 
Baptisms 
*Arialla Malaika Grafton — July 22, 2018 
*Alaina Rae Grafton — July 22, 2018 
 
 
*Indicates Members 
 

Funerals 
*Donald F. Funk — July 13, 2018 
*Joan Knefelkamp — July 28, 2018 
*Stacie Klick — July 30, 2018 
Raymond P. Doerr — August 9, 2018 
 

 
 

Council Highlights 
Monday, June 11, 2018 
 

• Council approved the purchase of six new acolyte robes and cassocks, two each of small, medium, 
and large. 

• Special benevolence requests continue to be suspended. Dan Groves requested direction from 
Council as to how to proceed. The President suggested that the Benevolence Committee assemble a 
list of possible recipients and prioritize them in anticipation of improved finances. 

• Katy Dahl will be giving a concert at Ruthfred on June 29th. 
• The Ambassadors from AFLBS will be in concert at Ruthfred on July 11th. 

 
 
 

Council Highlights 
Monday, July 9, 2018 
 

• Council, at the request of the Benevolence Committee, approved ending the monthly donation to the 
Pillmans’ mission in Ecuador because their mission is coming to an end. The money will go to the 
Pillmans through the end of July, at which time the AFLC Parish Education Fund will be the 
recipient. 

• Council approved the following Council members for the 2019 Budget Finance Committee: Dan 
Groves, Deacon; Marc Harrold, Elder; Pete Huwe, Trustee; Connie Munn, Financial Secretary; and 
Rich Kleiser, Treasurer. Additionally, Business Manager Ron Thorhauer, as well as Dave Battiste, 
Peggy Glasser, and Jennifer Hewitt were approved as at-large members. 

• An addition to the Pastors’ Fund Guidelines was approved. 
• Treasurer Rich Kleiser characterized his report as good overall. As of June 30, there was a surplus 

across the three main funds of $55,485. However, donations lag behind those of 2017. 
• Council approved the addition of AFLC retirement funds as an option for full-time Ruthfred 

employees. 
• Roger Kurtz reported on flood damage to the corner of the parking lot close to the creek. He and Ron 

Thorhauer are in communication with the Borough regarding repairs. 
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Song of the Month 
By Tom Glasser 
 

Oh Take My Hand Dear Father 
Lyrics: Julie K. Hausmann 
Music: Friedrich Silcher 

 
 
September 19th marks the 10th anniversary of the end of Pastor Dennis’s 
earthly journey. Steve Rothermel suggested that, to help recognize that 
anniversary, we choose one of his favorite hymns to write about, and I 
was happy to oblige. I’m told that “Oh, Take My Hand, Dear Father” was 
one of the hymns sung at his funeral. 
 
This hymn expresses two main themes: First, that life is a journey. 
Second, that the journey is best undertaken with our hand firmly in the 
grasp of the Father’s. Peggy and I never had the privilege of having 
Pastor Dennis as our pastor, although we did know him as an 
acquaintance. Based on everything we know and heard, Pastor Dennis 
exemplified these two themes. His life was not an aimless wandering 
around seeking only enjoyment and self-satisfaction. It was truly a life-
long journey of service to God. The legacy of the vibrant Christian 
community he left behind is a testimony to the faithful shepherd that he was. On the other hand, I’m sure Pastor 
Dennis would be the first to confess his sinfulness, inadequacy, and utter dependence on his heavenly Father. I’m sure 
that, like the poetess, he must have prayed many times for the Lord to cover with mercy his “poor, weak heart.” He 
trusted in the Father to take his hand and lead him. 
 
Pastor Dennis seems to have had a real zest for life. He served the Lord joyfully and energetically for as long as God 
allowed him “to linger here.” Yet he also knew that this was not his final home. Just like the Old Testament patriarchs 
and matriarchs described by the author of Hebrews, he was “seeking a homeland,” “a better country, that is, a 
heavenly one.” Since he trusted in God’s grace through the redeeming blood of Jesus, we can be confident that Pastor 
Dennis is in that better country, dwelling with His Savior. 
 
May this hymn be a prayer for all of us who are still journeying. May neither joy nor sorrow cause us to take our hand 
out of the Father’s. The German word that is translated as “sorrow” is “schmerz,” which actually has more of a 
connotation of acute pain or heartache. Whether “freude” or “schmerz” is the greater temptation is difficult to say. If 
our hand does slip, it is not God’s fault. I’m reminded of Jesus’ words in my confirmation verse: “My sheep hear my 
voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch 
them out of my hand.” John 10:27-28. Take then our hands, dear Father, and lead Thou us, till at our journey’s ending 
we dwell with Thee! 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Note about last month’s article: 
After thinking more about the line “Be all else naught to me save that Thou art,” I was probably wrong in taking “art” 
as an existential “is.” More likely it points back to the previous line. So it is not only crucially important that God 
exists, but that He is also our Vision and Lord of our hearts. 

Oh, take my hand, dear Father, and lead Thou me, 
Till at my journey’s ending I dwell with Thee. 
Alone I will not wander one single day, 
So do Thou guide my footsteps on life’s rough way. 
 
Oh, cover with Thy mercy my poor, weak heart, 
Lest I in joy or sorrow from Thee depart; 
Permit Thy child to linger here at Thy feet, 
Thy goodness blindly trusting with faith complete. 
 
Though oft Thy pow’r but faintly may stir my soul, 
With Thee, my Light in darkness, I reach the goal; 
Take then my hand, dear Father, and lead Thou me, 
Till at my journey’s ending I dwell with Thee. 
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Council Highlights 
Monday, August 13, 2018 
 

• Dan Groves expressed the Benevolence Committee’s desire to wait for fund balances to reach a level 
where Council was comfortable with reinstating special benevolences. Council agreed that such time 
seemed to be approaching and that the committee should begin considering possible recipients. 

• VBS was well-attended again, and the workers, which included adults and older youth as well as a 
team from AFLBS, did a terrific job. The total of offerings was more than $1,300. Council voted on a 
motion by Rich Kleiser, seconded by Dan Groves, to approve the donation of those monies to 
Samaritan’s Purse “Seed” Ministry. 

• The church picnic was bigger and better than ever. Attendance was up and different groups worked 
together to help organizer Kris Wente make it a success. Kris has headed this for seven years and is 
eager to give someone else a chance. Pastor Carlson suggested that there be more advertising next 
year as he would like to open it up to the community. 

• Matt Moore will be starting his first year AFLBS this fall, and Maggie Lewandowski will begin her 
second year. Pete Huwe moved to transfer $2,500 from the Current Fund to the AFLBS Scholarship 
Fund. Dave Compel seconded and the motion passed. 

• Evening Journey will begin September 12th, focusing on “Telling God’s Story of Restoration through 
the stories of His people.” 

• Paula Mikulan has agreed to stay on as office manager with a four-day, 36-hour work week. 
• Pastor Osier spoke about younger people who were willing to teach Sunday School given the 

opportunity. 
• Treasurer Rich Kleiser reported that giving through July was about $14,000 ahead of the total for the 

same period in 2017. There is about $157,000 in the Current Fund and $105,000 in the Building 
Fund, with a surplus of approximately $66,000 of receipts over expenses. 

• Business Manager Ron Thorhauer asked for permission to move $6,200 from Ruthfred’s bank 
account to its Thrivent account to take advantage of a higher interest rate. Mark Killinger made the 
motion; Rich Rostaucher seconded; the motion passed. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Leslie D. Gill, Secretary 
 

 

 

 



ruthfredherald 

 september2018  7 

Remembering the Past & Envisioning the Future 
 
In the late 1940’s the South Hills of Pittsburgh was growing at an incredible rate as apple orchards and sheep pastures 
were being turned into housing plans overnight! At the time, there was also a national sense of the importance and 
obligation of belonging to a church, almost to the point of it being a civic duty. Pittsburgh was no exception as the 
South Hills developed exponentially with houses and churches springing up at a rapid rate. Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
(named for Ruth and Fred Brown who developed this area and donated the land to the church) was born out of a 
vision by the Lutheran City Mission Society to reach this new population of the South Hills. On Christmas Eve of 
1948, the first service was held. On Easter Sunday (April 10th) of 1949, the new church was officially chartered. The 
following year, on July 23, 1950, Pastor John Dennis came to Ruthfred as our first full-time pastor. Pastor Dennis had 
just graduated from seminary and had been ordained the month before. Ruthfred was his first and the only church 
congregation that he would pastor. He would be at Ruthfred for fifty-eight years! 
 
Pastor Dennis shared the vision to reach the South Hills, especially Bethel Park. He really came to embody the vision 
as he went through the neighborhoods, shops, and stores and introduced himself and invited people to come to church. 
Ruthfred Lutheran literally became known as “Pastor Dennis’ church” as the two were inextricably forged together. He 
loved the church and was dearly loved by the members of the church. He had a heartfelt desire that people be 
connected to the church, and his famous memory of never forgetting a name kept people connected in his mind and 
gave them a powerful sense of connection with him for life. The fellowship of the church body was of immense 
importance to Pastor Dennis; for many he was the glue of this fellowship. 
 
At the time of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the church, he wrote: 
 

The Church of Jesus Christ, is His Bride. It is the fellowship of all who are in Him … these people are called 
together into a fellowship … and this fellowship is the church. The church or fellowship is called Christians 
because Jesus Christ is the Head. … The church is found where the true Word of God is proclaimed, and where 
the sacraments are administered correctly. Many a so-called church is just a religious organization … but … the 
true church is where the Word of God is faithfully preached, and a true fellowship is created by the Holy Spirit. 
The Ruthfred Ev. Lutheran Church is a well-established congregation where, for the last fifty years, the Word 
of God and the Lutheran confessions have been faithfully presented at every service. We are thankful for the 
privilege of being a part of this precious fellowship. 

 
It is no surprise that the death of Pastor Dennis ten years ago (Sept. 19, 2008), was so devastating for so many. For 
many, he had embodied both the identity and mission vision of the church. With his passing, there was a question of 
the identity of Ruthfred and a palpable loss of mission vision. The question for some was, “what to do now?” In some 
ways that question has remained for some time. Today there is the added challenge of our communities and culture 
that has changed as rapidly and significantly as the South Hills did in the 1940’s and 50’s. As we mark the tenth-year 
anniversary of Pastor Dennis’s passing, it is the precise time that we should be, and are, asking ourselves, “What is 
Ruthfred’s vision for the future?” as we continue to minister not just to the South Hills, but to many surrounding 
communities, and indeed to the entire world. As we remember the past with great thankfulness, let us press on into the 
future with renewed vision! 
 
God bless our congregation, as we “Continue Growing Together in our Faith as the Family of God.” 
 
Pastor Carlson 
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Check out Ruthfred’s New Website 
 
If you haven’t seen it yet, check out Ruthfred’s new and improved website at https://ruthfred.org/. 
 
A special thanks to Pastor Osier and Andrew Vogel for their work and vision on this. For many in the 
community, the website is the first interaction they will have with the church. 

Herald Submissions 
 
At this time, submissions to the Herald can now be made on Ruthfred’s website 
by using the form at https://ruthfred.org/events-media/newsletter. 
 
Additionally, submissions may be made by email at ruthfredherald@gmail.com, 
or by leaving a copy in the conference room mailbox. 
 

The Herald by Email 
 
If you would like to receive the Herald by email, you can now use the submission 
form on the website at https://ruthfred.org/events-media/newsletter. In the 
Description section, please indicate whether you would like to stop receiving a 
mailed copy. 

https://ruthfred.org/
https://ruthfred.org/events-media/newsletter
mailto:ruthfredherald@gmail.com
https://ruthfred.org/events-media/newsletter
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Music Opportunities at Ruthfred 
 
Do you have some musical ability? Are you looking for a great activity with other wonderful Christians? The Ruthfred 
Handbell Choir or the Ruthfred Senior Choir may be the perfect place for you! These choirs perform magnificent 
sacred works and provide exciting opportunities for serving the Lord through music. Basic music reading skills are 
needed from those in the handbell choir. Those interested in the senior choir should have pleasant singing voices. The 
handbell choir rehearses on Wednesday evenings at 6:30, followed by the senior choir practice at 7:30. Please pray 
about using your gift for God’s glory. 
 
Reasons for not participating in the church’s music ministry: 
 
• I am not able to make every rehearsal or performance. 
• I need to sit with my family during church services. 
• If I miss a rehearsal, I will not know the anthem. 
 
Answers and solutions to these obstacles: 
 
• Please come as often as possible. Some travel for work and are not always in town for rehearsals. 
• Some choir members sit with their family until it is time to sing. 
• The choirs rehearse weeks ahead so if someone misses a rehearsal, they will still know the music. 
 
Those who can be completely committed to the choirs are appreciated, but we also know that the pressures of life do 
not give everyone equal availability. Just try a few rehearsals; we need more volunteers. 
 
If you have any questions, ask a choir member or call me at (412)344-1207. Hope to see you at rehearsal. 
 
Robert Vogel, 
Director 

Evening “Journey Through The Word” 2018-2019 
 
We are really pleased with what we are planning for this year! We are going to look at the themes, books, characters, and content of 
the Bible through a single lens of “Telling the BIG STORY of God’s single story of redemption and restoration of His created world.” 
This might well be the opportunity you have been waiting for to “make sense of the whole of Scripture” as it unfolds together! 
Along with the material this year, there is also a five-day devotional guide that you can use to help you develop the practice of 
spending a few guided minutes in God’s Word during the week, and to allow for additional study of the passage. Our 
Confirmation classes are also going to be tying into these studies each week, so their parents are especially encouraged to be part of 
this together! My prayer is that all of the members of our congregation would continue growing in their faith and also be equipped 
in sharing the Big Story of the Good News of God’s Salvation. 
 
Please register by going online to our Ruthfred page, by contacting Jill Huwe, or by calling the church office. 
 
The format is to meet together for a time of teaching. The Worship Team will again lead us in song, and then we will break into 
small groups for continued study, discussion, and prayer. 
 
Start Date: Wednesday September 12th. 
Time: 6:45 – 8:00 PM. 
Place: Adult Large Sunday School room. 
 
This will be a wonderful time in the Word and in fellowship with each other! 
Pastor Carlson 
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In Sympathy and Memory . . . Previous Obituaries 
A traditional segment of The Herald once included a section dedicated to obituaries of our loved ones. We’d 
like to resume publishing these, and catch-up on those that have been missed over the past year or so. These 
obituaries will be included in the next couple of issues, as published in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, or other 
local media as noted. If you have a death notice or obituary that you’d like to share, or notice someone that 
was inadvertently omitted, please feel free to submit it electronically at https://ruthfred.org/events-
media/newsletter to be published in an upcoming issue of The Herald. 
 
 
 
Ruth W. Speer, age 93, of Masonic Village, Sewickley, formerly of Upper St. Clair. Preceded in death by 
beloved husband, Lawrence H. Speer Jr.; parents, Thomas and Florence (Stockton) Watkinson; and brothers, 
William and George Watkinson. Ruth was also preceded in death by husband, Jack (JD) Whaley and stepson 
Bruce Whaley. She is survived by children, Laurel (William) Grant of Oakland, MD, John (Susan) Van 
Arsdale of Harmony, PA, Karen (Mark) Lindsley of Lawrenceville, GA, and stepdaughter, Linda Gogniat of 
Cranberry Township, PA. Also surviving are seven grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren. Ruth was a 
retired elementary school teacher in the Chartiers Valley School District. A private memorial and interment 
at Chartiers Cemetery, Carnegie, is planned. Arrangements by Henney, Bradwell & Nirella Funeral Home, 
Carnegie. 
 
Stacie Lynn Klick, on July 25, 2018, at age 41, after a hard-fought battle with ovarian cancer, Stacie passed 
away peacefully with family and close friends at her side. She is now with her Lord and Savior. Beloved 
daughter of Ross N. Klick and Judith (Powell) Klick; loving sister to Leslie Ann Klick, Suzanne Marie Klick 
and Sheryl (Pete) Strobl; cherished aunt to Peja, Kaiser, Bastien and Vienika Strobl. A funeral service was 
held at Ruthfred Lutheran, where she will fondly be remembered for her strong faith and dedicating her 
time supporting numerous activities to positively impact the lives of those she touched. In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made to Ruthfred Lutheran Church "Youth Fund." 
 
Joan E. Knefelkamp (Boening), age 83, passed away on July 19, 2018, of Lawrence, PA, formerly of 
Brentwood. Preceded in death by her parents, Dr. Otto H. and Esther P. Boening; her sister, Elaine Cimino; 
and her brother, Donald Boening. Survived by her sister-in-law, Susan Boening and many loving nieces and 
nephews. Joan worked as an executive secretary with Consolidation Coal for many years. She also previously 
worked at Country Belle Dairy. She graduated from South Hills High School in 1950, and loved working on 
the Reunion Committee. Joan was an avid Steelers, Pirates, and Penguins fan who would not answer the 
telephone during the game. A funeral service was held at Ruthfred Lutheran Church. If desired, family 
suggests contributions to Ruthfred Lutheran Church. 
 
Donald Funk, of Bethel Park, passed away on July 6, 2018, age 90, beloved husband for 64 years of Lois 
(Meade) Funk; loving father of Susan Ratto (Richard), Joyce McClune (Joseph) and Gary Funk (Susan); 
brother of the late Anna "Betty" Pittman, Martin, Robert and Charles Funk; grandfather of Brian, Alicia and 
Joshua. Don was a Sgt. in the U.S. Army during the Korean Conflict. A service was held at Ruthfred 
Lutheran Church, where contributions can also may be made. 

https://ruthfred.org/events-media/newsletter
https://ruthfred.org/events-media/newsletter
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Obituaries, continued 

 
Dolores L. "Dee" Berlin, age 86, formerly of Bethel Park, passed away on April 21, 2018. Beloved wife of 
the late Ralph W. Berlin; loving mother of Elizabeth (Michael) Toth and Steven (Kerri) Berlin; devoted 
grandmother of Genna (Jimmy), Sarah (Mark), Michael, Devin, Chelsi (Michael), Clay, Chase, and Megan. 
Dee enjoyed spending time with her family and friends and was a longtime active member of Ruthfred 
Lutheran Church. A Funeral Service was held at Ruthfred Lutheran Church. The family requests that 
memorial donations be made in her name to Ruthfred Lutheran Church. 
 
Theresa C. Thayer, 80, of Finleyville, passed away on March 31, 2018. She was born December 12, 1937, in 
Clairton, a daughter of Andrew and Mary Faith Butvin. Mrs. Thayer was a retired bookkeeper and a 
member of Ruthfred Lutheran Church, Bethel Park.  Surviving are her husband, Gary Thayer; son Dennis 
Thayer (Lynn) of Delaware, Ohio; two daughters, Carol Aurin (Richard) of Venetia and Christine Krofek of 
Morgantown, W.Va.; two brothers, Andrew Butvin (Sandra) of Gary, Ind., and Joseph Butvin of Donegal; 
two sisters, Helen Huss of Lakewood, Ohio, and Pauline Fournier (Elmer) of Elizabeth Township; seven 
grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; and many nieces and nephews. Deceased is a sister, Maryann 
Scapellato. A funeral service was held on April 4, at Ruthfred Lutheran Church, followed by a private 
interment in National Cemetery of the Alleghenies, Cecil Township. Memorial contributions can be made to 
Ruthfred Lutheran Church. 
 
Blaise Donolo, age 54, passed away unexpectedly of a massive heart attack on March 24, 2018. Beloved son 
of the late Helen and Carl Donolo; loving husband of Linda Donolo; cherished father of Joshua (Lacey) 
Donolo, Nathan (Abby) Donolo, and Caleb Donolo; soon to be grandfather to Baby Donolo; adored brother 
to Diane (Jay) Gilliland and Valerie (Greg) Gaydosh; caring uncle to his nieces and nephews; brother-in-law 
to Sharon Robbins; nephew to Carol Mueller. Also survived by many loving family and friends. Blaise was an 
avid hunter and fisherman whose love of the outdoors was only surpassed by the love he had for his family. 
Over the years, he managed to kill more deer than most people see in a lifetime. He made a habit out of 
going out of his way to help his family and friends. He was a hard worker, giving his family every opportunity 
they deserved in life. He will be greatly missed by his beloved dogs, Dottie and Millie. A funeral service was 
held at Ruthfred Lutheran Church. 
 
William C. Harris, October 21, 1934 — March 23, 2018, former resident of Bethel Park, passed from this life 
on March 23, 2018 at Providence Place, Chambersburg, PA. Born in Vandergrift, PA on October 21, 1934, 
he was the son of the late Madeline Cyphert Harris Shanafelt (Boyd) and late William James Harris. He was 
married to Faye Ileen Harris who preceded him in death in September 2010.  He was a retired professor 
having taught at Shippensburg University in the Business Education Department. Bill received his BS degree 
in Education (Music) from Indiana State Teachers College, Indiana, PA., and his masters and doctorate 
degrees from the University of Pittsburgh, and an MBA from The American University, Washington, D.C.  
Bill was a devoted member of Ruthfred Lutheran Church. 
 
 
Additional Past Obituaries will be published in the next issue . . . 
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Vacation Bible School:  Shipwrecked – Saved by Jesus! 
A very special thanks to Lauren Compel, for leading the enormous effort of organizing our Vacation Bible 
School this year, resulting in a tremendously successful program! Over 200 children and adults attended 
VBS this year, where the good news of Jesus was proclaimed in an entertaining platform for children to have 
fun in fellowship while learning that Jesus carries them through life’s storms. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ruthfred Church Picnic 
Many thanks to Kris Wente & crew as she directed our Church picnic again for the 7th year! Much 
appreciation to the Worship Team, VBS kids, the Youth, and everyone who pitched in to serve in this fun-
filled day of food and fellowship. 
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Evening of Prayer and Praise Service 
 
The Worship team extends an invitation to come and see if this service fits your faith journey! God speaks of praise to 
Him over and over again in His Word and praise from the heart is delivered in many ways, glorifying God all the 
same. 
 
This praise service is now offered on the third Sunday of the month at 6:00 PM in the large Sunday School room. The 
service opens with prayer and is interspersed with a number of classic and contemporary praise songs led by the 
Worship team and highlighted with devotions and Scripture. An opportunity for silent prayer is presented and worship 
closes with the Lord’s Prayer in song and a benediction that ends the evening’s service. There is always a time of 
fellowship afterwards that is a blessing to those in attendance.  It is our hope to add monthly testimonies of faith and 
we encourage anyone to let the Worship team know if they would like an opportunity to share. 
 
The Worship team also invites anyone interested in sharing their musical abilities, with instrument or song, to the 
Saturday or Tuesday evening practices in the large Sunday School room at 7:00 PM. It would be an opportunity to 
practice with the current group and an opportunity to see if participating on the team would be a good fit. Our 
practices begin with prayer and continue to be blessed by oneness in the Lord as we share our gifts and talents for 
God’s glory. 
 
We hope to see you for our next Evening of Prayer and Praise on September 16th. Prayers and meditations will focus 
on our worship of Jesus, the One and Only!  What a beautiful name it is – the name of Jesus!  A heart in tune with God 
can’t help but sing His praise! 
 
“The trumpeters and singers joined in unison, as with one voice, to give praise and thanks to the lord. Accompanied by 
trumpets, cymbals and other instruments, they raised their voices in praise to the lord and sang: ‘he is good, his love 
endures forever.’” 2 Chronicles 5:13. 
 

Announcements 
 
The trip that was originally planned for July had to be cancelled due to a lack of interest. So we are back with a new plan for a trip 
that we think will be a great outing and well worth the investment of time and money. This trip is scheduled for May 7-8, 2019, 
which gives you plenty of time to prepare and save for a great event. 
 
May 7, will find us at the Kitchen Kettle Village for lunch then on to “Ovation” at the American Music Theater. Dinner at the 
Plain and Fancy Restaurant is included. After check-in at Eden Resort on May 8, there will be a buffet breakfast at the Hotel, Bird 
in Hand Farmers Market, then Sight and Sound for “Jesus” and depart for home. 
 
Cost: Single $410.00, Double $345.00, Triple, $325.00, and Quad $315.00. Mark your calendar and save the date. Please let us 
know you are coming. We need 35 people to make this happen. 
 
XYZers: Please plan to attend our next event held on Friday, September 28, 2018 at noon when Attorney Ben Urso from Zachariah 
Brown PC will present “Estate and Elder Law: The Most Important Document You Need to Protect Your Assets.” Be sure to sign 
up on the sheet outside Pat’s office for this informative event. As always, there will be great food and fellowship. Come and enjoy 
this time as Seniors together. 
 
Fall Family Brunch – covered dish September 23 (no Steeler game that day) 12:30-2:30 PM. Entertainment of jugglers/dancers. Sign 
up to attend on September 9th and 16th. More info to follow. It will be great to spend time together and share our comfort food. 
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