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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

 

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 

Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  

The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, July 19, 2020 

Prelude: 
 

“Larhetto” 

(Handel) 

“Andante Religioso” 

(Mendelssohn) 

The Opening Hymn:  

“Thou, Whose Almighty 

Word” 
(AMB316) 
 
(Please stand as we join 
our hearts in song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 15) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the 

Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore 

we flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 

O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son 

to die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit, increase in us 
true knowledge of thee, and of thy will, and true obedience to 

thy Word, that by thy grace, we may come to everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake 
forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives 
the power to become children of God, and bestows upon them His 
Holy Spirit.  The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this O Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: The Lord is the strength of his people. 

 C: He is the saving strength of his anointed. Save your 

people, and bless your inheritance. 

P: Feed them also, and lift them up forever. Unto you will I cry, O 

Lord, my rock; be not silent to me. 

 C: Lest if you be silent to me, I become like them that go 

down into the pit. (Psalm 28: 1, 8-9) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 18) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace that is from above, and for the salvation of our 

souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

churches of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house, and for them that in faith, piety and fear of 

God offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, pity and defend us, O God, by thy grace. 

 C: Amen. 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is Latin for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Hymn of 

Praise:  

“Let All The World 

In Every Corner 
Sing”  
(SBH418) 
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The Collect:  

P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us continue to pray: Lord of all power and might, who is the 
author and giver of all good things. Graft in our hearts the love of 
your Name, increase in us true religion, nourish us with all goodness, 
and of your great mercy keep us in the same; through your son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Ghost one God, world without end.. 

C: Amen 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 44: 6-8 (NASB) 

 “Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of 
hosts: ‘I am the first and I am the last, and there is no God besides 

Me. 
7 

‘Who is like Me? Let him proclaim and declare it; yes, let him 
recount it to Me in order, from the time that I established the ancient 
nation. and let them declare to them the things that are coming and 
the events that are going to take place. 

8 
‘Do not tremble and do not 

be afraid; have I not long since announced it to you and declared it? 
And you are My witnesses. Is there any God besides Me, or is there 

any other Rock? I know of none.’”
 

The Psalm: Psalm 119: 57-64 (NASB) 

P: The Lord is my portion; I have promised to keep Your words. 

C: I sought Your favor with all my heart: Be gracious to me 

according to Your word. 

P: I considered my ways and turned my feet to Your testimonies. 

 C: I hastened and did not delay to keep Your 

 commandments. 

P: The cords of the wicked have encircled me, but I have not 

forgotten Your law. 

 C: At midnight I shall rise to give thanks to You because of 

Your righteous ordinances. 

P: I am a companion of all those who fear You, and of those who 

keep Your precepts. 

 C: The earth is full of Your lovingkindness, O Lord; teach me 

Your statutes. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for day in 
the liturgical calendar.  
It is meant to “collect” 
the prayers of God’s 
people. 
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The Epistle Lesson: Romans 8: 18-27 (NASB) 

 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 

19 
For the 

anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the 
sons of God. 

20 
For the creation was subjected to futility, not 

willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope 
21 

that the 
creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into 
the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 

22 
For we know that 

the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth 

together until now. 
23 

And not only this, but also we ourselves, 
having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption 
of our body. 

24 
For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is 

seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already sees? 
25 

But if 
we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly 
for it. 

26 
In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we 

do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself 
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; 

27 
and He who 

searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He 

intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

The Gradual: 

Return, O Lord, how long and let it repent thee concerning your 
servants. Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
Alleluia, alleluia. O clap your hands, all you people. Shout unto God 

with the voice of triumph. Alleluia.. (Psalm 90: 1, 13; Psalm 47: 1)  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 
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The Holy Gospel Lesson: Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

 Matthew 13: 24-30: 
 Jesus presented another parable to them, saying, “The kingdom of 

heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his 
field. 

25 
But while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed 

tares among the wheat, and went away. 
26 

But when the wheat 
sprouted and bore grain, then the tares became evident also. 

27 
The 

slaves of the landowner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow 
good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?’ 

28 
And he said 

to them, ‘An enemy has done this!’ The slaves said to him, ‘Do you 
want us, then, to go and gather them up?’ 

29 
But he said, ‘No; for 

while you are gathering up the tares, you may uproot the wheat 

with them. 
30 

Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and in 
the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, “First gather up the 
tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the 
wheat into my barn.”’” 

 

 Matthew 13: 36-43: 
 Then He left the crowds and went into the house. And His disciples 

came to Him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the tares of the 
field.” 

37 
And He said, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son 

of Man, 
38 

and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, these 
are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil 

one; 
39 

and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest 
is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels. 

40 
So just as the 

tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end 
of the age. 

41 
The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will 

gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who 
commit lawlessness, 

42 
and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in 

that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
43 

Then THE 
RIGHTEOUS WILL SHINE FORTH AS THE SUN in the kingdom of their Father. 

He who has ears, let him hear. 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 
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The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; The third 

day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 

the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Children’s Object Lesson 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 

The Special Music  
8:30 & 11:00: Christy Hinkelman—Precious Jesus 

The Apostles’ Creed is a 
statement of Christian 
belief used since the early 
Church.  It’s not specific to 
any one Christian denomi-
nation, but used by the 
Church as a whole.  We 
choose to confess it to-
gether as a unified re-
minder of what we be-
lieve to be true about 
God, and His caring ser-
vice to us. 
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The Sermon Hymn:  

“O Zion, Haste (SBH314) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  

“Weary, but eagerly Waiting; Groaning, but spiritually Growing” 
                                             Romans 8: 18-27, Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43 
 

Sermon Notes:  

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 
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The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give 

us this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

 P: Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make 
you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy, to 
the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, 
majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and 

forever. (Jude 24, 25) 

 C: Amen. 
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The Closing Hymn: 

 
“Jesus Shall Reign” 
(SBH307) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude:  

“Rigaudon” 
(Campra) 
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Announcements 

The altar flowers are presented by Joanne Schroth in loving memory of her son Brad, in his 

birthday month. 

The chancel rail arrangements are presented by Debbie Skundrich in loving memory of her 

dear husband, Ray, on their 50th wedding anniversary. 

Known to be hospitalized: None.  

Bible Readings for the Week of Sunday July 19th: 

           Sunday, 7/19               Proverbs 22-23             Thursday, 7/23       Ecclesiastes 1-4 

           Monday, 7/20             Proverbs 24-26              Friday, 7/24            Ecclesiastes 5-8 
           Tuesday, 7/21             Proverbs 27-29              Saturday, 7/25       Ecclesiastes 9-12 

           Wednesday, 7/22       Proverbs 30-31 

Herald Via Email: We are sending the Herald via email. If you are not receiving the Herald via 
email, please send your email address to paulamikulan@ruthfred.org and Paula will forward it 

to the Herald. 

Thank You for the many cards and notes I received for my 90th birthday. I was overwhelmed 

by such a outpouring of well wishes by our Ruthfred congregation. Jackie Feller 

 

 

Adult SS Class Today In The Fellowship Hall 
This Sunday Pastor Bryce McMinn will begin a four week series on the book of Philippians. This 
week the focus will be Philippians Chapter 1. The class will meet in the fellowship hall after the 
8:30 AM service, and masks will be required. Bring your Bibles!  

  Expenses Compared to Receipts 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENSES  
OF BUDGETED FUNDS 

    Less:   

Member  Transfers to  Actual  Surplus/ 

  Donations  Other Funds  Expenses  (Shortfall) 

Year to Date June 30, 2020        

Current       354,359           (30,000)       336,815         (12,456) 

Building         18,738            31,318         (12,580) 

Benevolence         83,473            30,000        108,266            5,207  

Totals       456,570                    -           476,399          (19,829) 
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Women’s Ministry Team Planning Meeting will be held this Tuesday, July 21, 2020 at 7:00 

p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Social distancing and masks required. 

One last July birthday: Happy 92nd Birthday to Andy Kovac this Wednesday, July 22, 2020. 

Please remember Andy with birthday wishes and prayers. 

Pastors’ Fund: Given by Oona Richardson in honor of her sister, Sandra Pellegrino’s birthday. 

Our Preschool Ministry has position openings due to the retirement of Beth Blanc, and also 
the recent resignation of Erin Campion who is no longer able to continue in the position.  We 
are so thankful for the wonderful dedication, excellence in teaching, and for the love that they 

have shown to our pre-school students over the years.  If you, or someone you know is 
interested in the director/head teacher position or the assistant teacher position, please contact 

Joe Roman, Brian Schmidt at the church office.  
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   YOUTH NEWS: 

Covid- 19 

All of our youth events will observe the current guidelines set by local government in dealing 

with the current covid-19 situation. Most activities this summer will look different than previous 

years as we try to keep some sense of normalcy while also exercising an appropriate amount of 

caution. 

 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There is NO SWAP tonight!  

 

SWAP Late Night (6-8 Grade) 

July 31st  5-10pm we will be having a late night for the SWAP Kids @ Church. There will be 

games, Pizza, and Snacks. Let Brandon know if you plan to attend. 

 

TNT (9-12 Grade) 

We will be having TNT every Tuesday from 7-9pm. Please make sure to bring a mask. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

July 31 – SWAP Late Night 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Questions/concerns?   

Contact Brandon Fouks : Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715)-781-6063 
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“The Lord is my Shepherd” 

 

 

Virtual VBS is July 27-31st! 

Ages 4-Grade 6 

Join us online for a fun week filled with skits, 
Bible lessons, crafts and more! 

 

Registration is required for delivery of crafts 

Register: https://vbspro.events/p/events/4fb3af 

 
All are welcome to watch! 

 

Questions?  

Contact Becky Cox by email at  

libell.ruthfredvbs@gmail.com 

 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/4fb3af
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This Week At Ruthfred  

Today (7/19)  
8:30 a.m.— Worship Service  
9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

Tuesday (7/21) 
 7:00 p.m.—Women’s Ministry Team Planning 

                             Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 

Wednesday (7/22) 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY ANDY KOVAC 

Thursday (7/23) 
 7:15 p.m.— Benevolence Meeting 
 

 
After a vision, Jacob declared, “How awesome is this 

place! This is none other than the house of 
God” (Genesis 28:17). This worship space, too, is the 

house of God, and so is your heart. Welcome. 

 
 

Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Bryce C. McMinn| Associate Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorMcMinn@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

David Compel| Digital Outreach Coordinator 
(412) 609-9098 
DavidCompel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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