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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

 

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 

Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  

The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, July 11, 2021 

Prelude: 
 

“What God Ordains is 

Always Good” 

(J. Pachelbel) 

The Opening Hymn:  

“Lord with Glowing 

Heart” 
(SBH403, 2nd tune) 
 
(Please stand as we join 
our hearts in song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 41) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the 

Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore 

we flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 

O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son 

to die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit, increase in us 
true knowledge of thee, and of thy will, and true obedience to 

thy Word, that by thy grace, we may come to everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake 
forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives 
the power to become children of God, and bestows upon them His 
Holy Spirit.  The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this O Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: The Lord is the strength of his people. 

 C: He is the saving strength of his anointed. Save your 

people, and bless your inheritance. 

P: Feed them also, and lift them up forever. Unto you will I cry, O 

Lord, my rock; be not silent to me. 

 C: Lest if you be silent to me, I become like them that go 

down into the pit. (Psalm 28: 1, 8-9) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 43) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 48) 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

P: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is Latin for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Hymn of 

Praise:  

“How Sweet The 

Name of Jesus 
Sounds”  
(SBH406, vs 1,2,5) 

The Collect:  

P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us continue to pray: Lord of all power and might, who is the au-
thor and giver of all good things. Graft in our hearts the love of your 
Name, increase in us true religion, nourish us with all goodness, and of 
your great mercy keep us in the same; through your son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Ghost one God, 

world without end.. 

C: Amen 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 
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The Old Testament Lesson: Amos 7: 7-17 (NASB) 

 Thus He showed me, and behold, the Lord was standing by a 
vertical wall with a plumb line in His hand. 

8 
The LORD said to me, 

“What do you see, Amos?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord 
said, “Behold I am about to put a plumb line in the midst of My 
people Israel. I will spare them no longer. 

9 
“The high places of Isaac 

will be desolated and the sanctuaries of Israel laid waste. Then I 
will rise up against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 

10 
Then 

Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent word to Jeroboam king of Israel, 

saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the midst of the house of 
Israel; the land is unable to endure all his words. 

11 
For thus Amos 

says, ‘Jeroboam will die by the sword and Israel will certainly go from 
its land into exile.’” 

12 
Then Amaziah said to Amos, “Go, you seer, flee 

away to the land of Judah and there eat bread and there do your 
prophesying! 

13 
But no longer prophesy at Bethel, for it is a sanctuary 

of the king and a royal residence.” 
14 

Then Amos replied to Amaziah, 
“I am not a prophet, nor am I the son of a prophet; for I am a 
herdsman and a grower of sycamore figs. 

15 
But the LORD took me 

from following the flock and the LORD said to me, ‘Go prophesy to 
My people Israel.’ 

16 
Now hear the word of the LORD: you are saying, 

‘You shall not prophesy against Israel nor shall you speak against the 
house of Isaac.’ 

17 
Therefore, thus says the LORD, ‘Your wife will 

become a harlot in the city, your sons and your daughters will fall by 
the sword, your land will be parceled up by a measuring line and 
you yourself will die upon unclean soil. Moreover, Israel will certainly 

go from its land into exile.’” 

The Psalm: Psalm 85: 8-13 (NASB) 

P: I will hear what God the Lord will say; for He will speak peace to 
His people, to His godly ones; but let them not turn back to folly. 
 

C: Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, that 

glory may dwell in our land. 

P: Lovingkindness and truth have met together; righteousness and 

peace have kissed each other. 

 C: Truth springs from the earth, and righteousness looks 

 down from heaven. 

P: Indeed, the Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its 

produce. 

 C: Righteousness will go before Him and will make His 

footsteps into a way. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 
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The Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 1: 1-14 (NASB) 

 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints who 
are at Ephesus and who are faithful in Christ Jesus: 

2 
Grace to you 

and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in 
Christ, 

4 
just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 

world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 
5 

He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to 

Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 
6 

to the praise of 
the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the 
Beloved. 

7 
In Him we have redemption through His blood, 

the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His 
grace 

8 
which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight 

9 
He made 

known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention 
which He purposed in Him 

10 
with a view to an administration 

suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all 
things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. In 
Him 

11 
also we have obtained an inheritance, having 

been predestined according to His purpose who works all 

things after the counsel of His will, 
12 

to the end that we who were 
the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory. 

13 
In 

Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him 
with the Holy Spirit of promise, 

14 
who is given as a pledge of our 

inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s 
own possession, to the praise of His glory. 

The Gradual: 

Return, O Lord, how long and let it repent thee concerning your 
servants. Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
Alleluia, alleluia. O clap your hands, all you people. Shout unto God 

with the voice of triumph. Alleluia.. (Psalm 90: 1, 13; Psalm 47: 1)  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 
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The Holy Gospel Lesson: Matthew 13: 10-17 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

 And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them 
in parables?” 

11 
Jesus answered them, “To you it has been granted to 

know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not 
been granted. 

12 
For whoever has, to him more shall be given, and 

he will have an abundance; but whoever does not have, even what 
he has shall be taken away from him. 

13 
Therefore I speak to them in 

parables; because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing 
they do not hear, nor do they understand. 

14 
In their case the 

prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, ‘YOU WILL KEEP ON 
HEARING, BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND; YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL 
NOT PERCEIVE; 

15 
FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, WITH 

THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES, 
OTHERWISE THEY WOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES, HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND 
UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND RETURN, AND I WOULD HEAL THEM.’ 
16 

But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, 
because they hear. 

17 
For truly I say to you that many prophets and 

righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to 
hear what you hear, and did not hear it. 

 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 

The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; The third 
day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 

Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 

the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Special Music  

8:30 & 11:00: Kurt Radke—Come Now (an Easter song) (Kurt Radke 2008) 

The Announcements  

The Children’s Object Lesson 

The Apostles’ Creed is a 
statement of Christian 
belief used since the early 
Church.  It’s not specific to 
any one Christian denomi-
nation, but used by the 
Church as a whole.  We 
choose to confess it to-
gether as a unified re-
minder of what we be-
lieve to be true about 
God, and His caring ser-
vice to us. 
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The Sermon Hymn:  

“Rock of Ages (SBH379, 2nd tune) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  

“The Chosen”  |  Ephesians 1: 1-14 

 

Sermon Notes:  

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 
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The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give 

us this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen.   
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The Closing Hymn: 

 
“I Know That My 

Redeemer Lives” 
(SBH387) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude:  

“Laudate Dominum” 
(P. Kreckel) 
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Announcements 

The altar flowers are presented by Tom and Linda Eld in celebration of 47 years of marriage on 

Tuesday, July 6, 2021. 

Nursery Today: 8:30—Greta Kelly;  11:00—Claudia Patalong. 

Guest Organist: We welcome Essi Efthimiou as our guest organist today. Fred Schell is on 

vacation, and we are blessed to have Essi filling in for him. 

In Hospice Care: Barb Herrle and Marie Wilmer. Please keep Barb and Marie in your prayers. 

Attention All Summer Special Music Providers:  Please let Sally and Fred know what you will 
be doing for the Special Music by Tuesday of each week. An email would be great—
sallyondrejko@ruthfred.org  or  frederickschell@comcast.net. If we don’t hear from you, only 

your name will appear in the bulletin under the Special Music.  

Back to School Collection: We are collecting school supplies for SHIM through August 8. The 
items in most need are: 3-ring binders (1”, 1.5”, and 2”), 70-count spiral notebooks, earbuds/
headphones, pencil cases, index cards, and face masks. Tags listing these items are available on 
the Giving Tree by the upstairs elevator. Donations can be placed in the marked bin in the 
Fireside Lounge. Thank you for your help! Please contact Jill Kurtz with any questions at 

rjskurtz@yahoo.com.  

Digital Outreach Fund: Given by Bob and Gladys Reith in honor of Paula Mikulan for her many 

years of faithful service to Ruthfred. 

Current Fund: Given by Kay Wyrwas in gratitude for the Church family at Ruthfred and for all 

the cards, prayers, and phone calls for her birthday. 
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 Adult SS Class In Large Classroom 

Today, Sunday, July 11th 

Marty Rieck will be teaching the second part of a two-part series on “The Faith of our Fathers” in 

looking at a portion of our national Christian heritage and exploring what the fathers of our 

nation believed in regards to matters of Christian faith. This week will especially focus on 

equipping parents and grandparents with respect to teaching these truths to our children in 

today’s school systems. Marty teaches at South Park High School. 

Sunday, July 18th 

Pastor McMinn will continue the discussion of marriage which has been taking place in the 

Adult Sunday School Class, extending the discussion into the topic of God’s blessing of children: 

“Children are a Gift from the Lord.” How the world views and values children is not always in 

agreement with what God says in His Word about children. In fact, the world often views 

children in precisely the opposite way that Our Heavenly Father views and speaks of them. 

Please join in this discussion of children as a gift from the Lord. 

Sunday, July 25th 

Our Youth will be sharing about their time at FLY Beyond at the ARC in Wisconsin. 

    ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Today in the Upper Room 

It’s Summer Schedule Time 

Please join the Adult SS Class in the Large Classroom 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

More July Birthdays….. 

Happy 91st Birthday to Jackie Feller on Monday, July 12th 

Happy 95th Birthday to Al Hatala on Friday, July 16th 

Happy 93rd Birthday to Andy Kovac on Thursday, July 22nd   
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  YOUTH NEWS 
 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There is NO SWAP tonight for the middle school students!  

 

TNT (9-12 Grade) 

In the summer months various families sign up to host our high school kids in their homes 

instead of at the church. This week the Weighley’s will be hosting TNT at their house. Their 

address is 4637 Wilburke Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15236. 

 

TNT Canoe Trip (9-12 Grade) 

August 14th we will be going on our annual high school canoe trip. Meet at the church at 10 

a.m. with clothes and shoes that can get wet (NO FLIP FLOPS). We will be returning around 6 

p.m. The cost is $20. 

 

 

   Save the Date: 

 August 14 TNT Canoe Trip 

Questions/concerns?  

Contact Brandon Fouks: Fouksanator@gmail.com   

(c) (715)-781-6063 
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“Discovering You’re Priceless to God”  

 
VBS is July 26-30th! 

Ages 4-Grade 8 

Join us in person for a fun week filled with skits, Bible 
lessons, crafts, games and more! 

Registration is highly recommended 

Register: https://vbspro.events/p/events/2ce20e 

Questions? Contact Lauren Compel at VBS_laurencompel@yahoo.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Looking for something FUN this summer?? 

VBS 2021 is coming July 26-30th 

We need lots of volunteers to make this week great!  

Please head over to the below website and sign up for an 
opportunity to serve! 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/2ce20e 

Questions? Contact Lauren Compel by email at  
VBS_laurencompel@yahoo.com 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

VBS DONATIONS  

Unable to volunteer for VBS this year, but still want to help? We are asking once again for gift 

card/monetary donations for our snacks. Accepted donations: 

-Sam’s Club Gift Cards             -Walmart Gift Cards            -Checks or Cash 

Place donations labeled “VBS” in the offering basket on Sundays, or in the church office 

throughout the week. Please have all donations in by Sunday July 11, 2021.  

Questions? Contact Lauren Compel 

VBS_laurencompel@yahoo.com 
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This Week At Ruthfred  

Please Welcome Essi Efthimiou  

as our Guest Organist 

Today (7/11)   
8:30 a.m.— Worship Service  
9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

Monday, (7/12) 
 HAPPY BIRTHDAY JACKIE FELLER 
 7:00 p.m.—Elders’ Prayer Time 

 7:00 p.m.—Council Meeting 

Tuesday (7/13) 
 9:30 a.m.—Craft & Sew 

 7:00 p.m.—Worship Team 

Wednesday (7/14) 
 10:00 a.m.—Bible Study 
 12:00 p.m.—Esther 

Thursday (7/15) 

 2:00 p.m.—Ruth 

Friday (7/16) 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY AL HATALA 

Saturday (7/17) 

 5:00 p.m.—Contemporary Liturgical 

                                     Worship Service 

Sunday (7/18) 
8:30 a.m.— Worship Service  
9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

 

 
Sisters and brothers in Christ, it is a joy to gather with 
you for worship! During the announcements, please 

sign the Friendship Pad and return it to the center 
aisle. 

 
Attendance for Last Week: 

Church...333    Sunday School...100 

8:30 Live Stream...36 
 

Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Bryce C. McMinn| Associate Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorMcMinn@ruthfred.org 
 

Sally Ondrejko| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
SallyOndrejko@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

David Compel| Digital Outreach Coordinator 
(412) 609-9098 
DavidCompel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Denise Stutzman| Preschool Head Teacher 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 234) 
DeniseStutzman@ruthfred.org 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 

mailto:PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org
mailto:RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org
mailto:BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org

