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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town , seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

 

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 
Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 20, 2020 

Prelude: 

“Siciliene”  

(von Paradise) 

“God That Madest 

Earth and 

Heaven” 

(J. Ferguson) 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“I Lay My Sins On 
Jesus” 
(SBH492) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 

song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 15) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the 

Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore 

we flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 

O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son 
to die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us 

true knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to 

thy Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

The Absolution:  

P: The Almighty and merciful God grant unto you, being penitent, 
pardon and remission of all your sins, time for amendment of life, 

and the grace and comfort of his Holy Spirit. 

 C: Amen 

 

 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Bow down Your ear, O Lord, hear me. 

 C: O You, my God, save Your servant that trusts in You. 

P: Be merciful to me, O Lord. 

 C: For I cry to You daily. Rejoice the soul of your servant. For 

to You, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. (Psalm 86: 1-4) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 18) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace that is from above, and for the salvation of our 

souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

churches of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house, and for them that in faith, piety and fear of 

God offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, pity and defend us, O God, by thy grace. 

 C: Amen. 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is from the 
Greek word for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 
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The Hymn of Praise:  

“Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” (SBH167) 
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The Collect:  
P: The Lord be with you: 
 

 C: And with thy spirit. 
 

P: Let us continue to pray: O Lord, we beseech You, let Your 
continual mercy cleanse and defend Your Church; and because it 
cannot continue in safety without Your gracious aid, preserve it 
evermore by Your help and goodness; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Ghost, 

one God, world without end.  

 C: Amen  

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 55: 6-9 (NASB) 
 Seek the LORD while He may be found; call upon Him while He is 

near. 
7 

Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts; and let him return to the LORD, and He will 
have compassion on him, and to our God, for He will abundantly 
pardon. 

8 
“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your 

ways My ways,” declares the LORD. 
9 

“For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My 
thoughts than your thoughts. 

 

The Psalm: Psalm 27: 1-9 (NASB) 
P: The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The 
Lord is the defense of my life; who shall I dread? 
 

C: When evildoers came upon me to devour my flesh, my 

adversaries and my enemies, they stumbled and fell. 
 

P: Though a host encamp against me, my heart will not fear; 
though war arise against me, in spite of this I shall be confident. 
 

 C: One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek: 

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my 

life, to behold the beauty of the Lord and to meditate in His 
temple.  

 

P: For in the day of trouble He will conceal me in His tabernacle; in 
the secret place of His tent He will hide me; He will lift me up on 

a rock. 
 

 C: And now my head will be lifted up above my enemies 

around me, and I will offer in His tent sacrifices with shouts 
of joy; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the Lord. 

 

P: Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice, and be gracious to me 
and answer me. When You said, “Seek My face,” my heart said 
to You, “Your face, O Lord, I shall seek.” 

 

 C: Do not hide Your face from me, do not turn Your servant 

away in anger; you have been my help; do not abandon me 
nor forsake me, O God of my salvation! 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 
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The Epistle Lesson: Philippians 1: 12-14, 19-30 (NASB)  

 Philippians 1: 12-14: 
 Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have 

turned out for the greater progress of the gospel, 
13 

so that 
my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well known 
throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else, 

14 
and 

that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of 
my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of God 
without fear. Yes, and I will rejoice. 

 

 Philippians 1: 19-30: 
 For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through 

your prayers and the provision of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ, 

20 
according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I will 

not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ 

will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or 
by death. 

21 
For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 

22 
But if I 

am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do 
not know which to choose. 

23 
But I am hard-pressed from 

both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, 
for that is very much better; 

24 
yet to remain on in the flesh is more 

necessary for your sake. 
25 

Convinced of this, I know that I will remain 
and continue with you all for your progress and joy in the faith, 

26 
so 

that your proud confidence in me may abound in Christ Jesus 
through my coming to you again. 

27 
Only conduct yourselves in a 

manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and 
see you or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing 
firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the 
gospel; 

28 
in no way alarmed by your opponents—which is a sign of 

destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from 
God. 

29 
For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to 

believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 
30 

experiencing the 

same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear to be in me. 

The Gradual: 

 It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord and to sing praises to 
Your Name, O most High. To show forth Your lovingkindness in the 
morning and Your faithfulness every night. Alleluia, alleluia. O God, 
my heart is fixed. I will sing and give praise, even with my glory. 

Alleluia. (Psalm 92: 1-2; 57: 7)  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  
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The Holy Gospel Lesson: Matthew 20: 1-16 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early 
in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 

2 
When he had 

agreed with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them 
into his vineyard. 

3 
And he went out about the third hour and saw 

others standing idle in the market place; 
4 

and to those he said, ‘You 
also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 
And so they went. 

5 
Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth 

hour, and did the same thing. 
6 

And about the eleventh hour he 
went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, 
‘Why have you been standing here idle all day long?’ 

7 
They said to 

him, ‘Because no one hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the 

vineyard too.’ 
8 

“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said 
to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, 
beginning with the last group to the first.’ 

9 
When those hired about 

the eleventh hour came, each one received a denarius. 
10 

When 
those hired first came, they thought that they would receive 
more;  but each of them also received a denarius. 

11 
When they 

received it, they grumbled at the landowner, 
12 

saying, ‘These last 
men have worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to 
us who have borne the burden and the scorching heat of the 
day.’ 

13 
But he answered and said to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing 

you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? 
14 

Take 
what is yours and go, but I wish to give to this last man the same as 
to you. 

15 
Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with what is my 

own? Or is your eye envious because I am generous?’ 
16 

So the last 

shall be first, and the first last.” 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 

The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; The third 
day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 

the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed is a 
statement of Christian 
belief used since the early 
Church.  It’s not specific to 
any one Christian denomi-
nation, but used by the 
Church as a whole.  We 
choose to confess it to-
gether as a unified re-
minder of what we be-
lieve to be true about 
God, and His caring ser-
vice to us. 
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The Special Music 

8:30 Bell Choir—Come, Christians, Join to Sing (arr. Zabel) 
11:00 Sr. Choir—When In Our Music God is Glorified (arr. Ziegenhals) 

When In Our Music God Is Glorified 

When in our music God is glorified,  
And adoration leaves no room for pride, 

It is as though the whole creation cried: Alleluia! 
 

How often, making music, we have found  

A new dimension in the world of sound, 
As worship moved us to a more profound Alleluia! 

 
So has the Church in liturgy and song,  

In faith and love, thru centuries of wrong, 
Borne witness to the truth in every tongue, Alleluia! 

 
And did not Jesus sing a Psalm that night  
When utmost evil strove against the Light? 

Then let us sing, for whom He won the fight: Alleluia! 
 

Let every instrument be tuned for praise!  
Let all rejoice who have a voice to raise! 

And may God give us faith to sing always: Alleluia! 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 

The Children’s Object Lesson 
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The Sermon Hymn: 

“Softly And 

Tenderly Jesus Is 

Calling” 

(SBH578) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
 

“Return to the Lord; He will Forgive” | Isaiah 55: 6-9 
 

Sermon Notes:  

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 
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The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give 

us this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen. 
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The Closing Hymn: 

“Saviour, Like A 

Shepherd Lead Us” 

(SBH524) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude:  

“Praise To The Lord”  
(M. Reger) 
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Announcements 

The altar flowers are in loving memory of Wil Schweitzer, greatly missed by family and friends. 

The chancel rail flowers are given by Bob and Judy Boyd in honor of their 50th anniversary. 

Known to be hospitalized: Susan Barrett is home; Sheran Allsopp—Concordia; Erna Jochum is 

now in skilled nursing care at Concordia. Bob Thomas—hospice care at home.  Judy Boyd—AGH.   

Official Act:  On Wednesday, September 16, 2020, a funeral was held for Robert Baxendell, 81, 

in our church.  Our pastors and congregation extend Christian love and sympathy to his wife, 

Linda and all of his family.   

Bible Readings for the Week of Sunday September 20th: 

           Sunday, 9/20              Joel 1-3                       Thursday, 9/24          Micah 1-7 
           Monday, 9/21            Amos 1-5                     Friday, 9/25               Nahum 1-3 
           Tuesday, 9/22            Amos 6-9, 
                                                Obadiah 1                  Saturday, 9/26           Habakkuk 1-3, 

          Wednesday 9/23        Jonah 1-4                                                        Zephaniah 1-3 

Souper September: We are again this year going to hold our annual “Souper” September soup 

drive in memory of Pastor Dennis.  This year’s donations will benefit S.H.I.M., South Hills Interfaith 
Movement located in Bethel Park.  Any type of soup will be accepted, but they are especially in 
need of low-sodium soups.  The container where you may place your donations is located 
outside of the kitchen.   The last day to drop off will be Sunday 9/27.  Please feel free to contact 

Carol Ward at (412) 559-2592 or wardmailbox1@gmail.com.  Thank you!   

XYZ will meet in the fellowship hall this Friday, September 25th at 12:00 noon.  A great luncheon 
will be made by our own Peggy Cox and our guest speaker is Carol Chernega who will speak to 
us about Literary English Gardens.  You won't want to miss this.  TODAY is the last Sunday to sign 
up on the list outside Pat's office or call Pat at (412) 835-7140 to make a reservation.  Finally an 

event that you can attend and enjoy a great meal and a terrific speaker.  Hope to see you there!  

Craft and Sew members:   September is here and its time to get back to our new normal life! The 
sewers will meet on Monday, September 21st at 9:30 a.m.  A light lunch will be served at 12:30 
a.m.  If you like to sew, iron or cut fabric, please come and join us in the fellowship hall to help 
replenish our inventory of bibs, walker bags and pillow cases. Our last delivery to Concordia at 
Cabot consisted of 15 Adult Bibs, 9 Walker Bags, 42 Face Masks and 5 Crocheted Afghans. If you 
know of someone in need of any of these items or have any questions or comments, please 

contact Arlene Ball at arlene1952@gmail.com  or 412.977.8013. 

Craft Ladies:  As a result of the Covid outbreak, I am on “Richie Fred” detail with his schedule 
varying day-to-day.  We sit close to one another at tables in an assembly-line environment.  
Perhaps someone has an idea of how we crafters can get together while social distancing.  We, 

also, need someone to fill in as coordinator.  Any volunteers?  Kathy Rostauscher 412.833.1198 
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Adult SS Class Today In The Fellowship Hall 

Pastor Carlson continues his adult Sunday School series.  We will be going through the Gospel 

of Mark. The goal is for this to be a 15-week overview of the whole Gospel which we will cover 
between now and Christmas.  We will listen to Mark tell the story of Jesus to first-century 
Christians as he explains who Jesus is, and what it is like to follow Jesus.  We will also look to 
see how the form and format which Mark uses is so important in articulating Jesus’ 
message.  This will be a great study to be a part of for those who have never read the Gospel of 
Mark, as well as for those who have studied it for a long time.  It will be a wonderful learning 

experience together! 

Morning JTTW 

September 16, 2020 through December 2, 2020 

Time: 9:45—11:45 

Our study this year will be “The Book of Daniel”. We will look to Daniel as an example of 
honesty, integrity and loyalty while living in a world where much of our culture has chosen a 
different path. Also: A glimpse of history, past, present and future as given to Daniel by God. 

Everyone is welcome. 

 

Please remember Margie Jacobson with birthday wishes and prayers on her 92nd Birthday 

TODAY, Sunday, September 20, 2020. 

Current Fund:  Given by Hugh and Christine Welsh in memory of Pearl Weifenbach. 

Pastors Fund:  Given by Bob and Gladys Reith in memory of Robert Baxendell. 

Craft and Sew Fund:  In honor of Arlene Ball for directing the “Sewers” Program and in thanks 

for the many items donated to those in need during the current crisis from a friend in Christ. 

Thank you:  To our Ruthfred Family:  Over these past few years, we have been appreciative of 

the many delightful visits from all of the church staff, shepherds, and brothers and sisters in 

Christ. It was always a delight to get Easter baskets and visits with luscious treats.  Thank you 

for the peace lily and the funeral luncheon for our family to celebrate Pearl’s heavenly 

promotion.  Thanks be to God and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.    The Weifenbach Family 

Family Fall Festival: The Cox Family has once again opened their farm to our church family for 
another great annual fall festival.  The Festival will take place on October 24th at the Farm from 

1-7 p.m.  More info to come.  It’s always a great time with great food.  Be sure not to miss it. 

Winter Coat Drive:  In honor of Bob and Barb Thomas, please consider donating your new or 

gently used adult’s and children’s coats, jackets, gloves and scarves to the Salvation Army 

(located in Mt. Lebanon).  These items will keep needy local families warm and help them make 

it through a challenging winter.  Items may be placed in the box downstairs by the kitchen 
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YOUTH NEWS 

Covid 19 

All of our youth events will observe the current guidelines set by local government in dealing 

with the covid-19 situation. Most activities this summer will look different than previous years, as 

we try to keep some sense of normalcy while also exercising an appropriate amount of caution. 
 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There Is SWAP tonight 6-7:30pm at church. If the weather is nice we will meet in the field, if the 

weather is inclement, we will meet in the fellowship hall. 
 

TNT (9-12 Grade) 

We will be having TNT every Tuesday from 7-9 p.m. at church. 

SWAP Retreat (6-8 Grade)  

October 16-18, we will be having our annual Middle School Retreat at Seneca Hills Bible Camp!  

Kids will be sleeping in cabins, enjoying outdoor games and participating in lessons given by 

Pastor McMinn.  This year, we will, also, be able to utilize the climbing wall! If you or your child is 

interested, please contact Brandon on how to register. 

SAVE THE DATE 

October 16-18—SWAP Retreat 

Questions/concerns?   

Contact Brandon Fouks : Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715) 781-6063 

      

  Expenses Compared to Receipts 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENSES OF 
BUDGETED FUNDS 

  Less:  

Member Transfers to Actual Surplus/ 

  Donations 
Other 

Funds Expenses (Shortfall) 

Year to Date August 31, 2020     

 Current      515,560         (34,000)     472,749           8,811  

 Building        33,624         38,109         (4,485) 

 Benevolence      103,277          34,000      136,312              965  

 Totals      652,461                  -        647,170           5,291  
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Evening JTTW will be starting on Oct. 7th.  We will be studying the book of Daniel.  Please  
register with Jill Huwe so that she can order you a study guide  and, also, connect you with  
a small group.   JTTW will meet for an opening study 6:45 pm in the Adult Sunday school 
room before breaking into small groups. 
 

Kids’ Time is also starting on Oct. 7th and will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall from 6:45-
8:00 pm. 
 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE:  Please keep this in your prayers!!   Ruthfred has been part of 
this ministry  for  a  number  of  years  and  we  are  so thankful  for  it’s  solid   Biblical  
commitment to life in all aspects.  “Lutherans for Life” supports and celebrates all life 
from preborn all the way through to end of life issues at the time of natural 
death.  Today in our world, life is increasingly vulnerable at all stages, and the value of 
life is often tied to productivity rather than given its proper sacredness, which comes 
simply from the position of being created in the image of God.  
  
“Lutherans for Life” has never had a Regional Conference in Pittsburgh before, but 
one is being held next week, and we are hosting it!!!  Lutherans (and others) from a 
number of different life affirming churches will be joining us! 

  
           Theme: “FROM INVISIBLE TO INDISPENSABLE.” 

                        Date:  Sept. 26  (Saturday) 
                        Time:  9:00am – 3:30 pm   
                      Registration: please go online at: lutheransforlife.org/conference 

Cost: $50.00 (But only $25 for you—as Ruthfred members get a  
discounted rate!)  To get this special rate, fill in the entire registration 
form and near the end in the “Enter Discount Code” type in the code 
word: Ruthfred to receive the $25 discount.  If you have any  
questions or need help, contact Jeri Richard @ 515-231-9576. 

A box lunch is included for those who pre-register.  ☺ 

  
 

 

New Members Class to start. We will be having a New Members Class in October.  
Please let one of the Pastors or Pat Lutz know if you or someone you know would be  
interested in learning more about our church and possible membership.   

http://lutheransforlife.org/conference
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Daniel: Spiritual Living in a Secular World 

  
Evening Journey Through The Word (JTTW) 

 
How does one survive while living in a world of chaos, confusion, school       
pressures, fiery furnaces, roaring lions, an insane boss, blood thirsty empires, 
and demonic attacks?  Welcome to Daniel’s life!  With Daniel, we will discov-
er  God is the Sovereign King of kings, Lord of lords, and just Judge of all the 
earth.  Not only does God give Daniel peace and confidence in living daily life in 
a pressure cooker, God also reveals to Daniel some of the secrets of the       
empires of the world to come, and revelations about the Second Coming of 
Christ!  Come and enjoy time together in Scripture and in building relationship 
with others in your small group.  
  
We will start each week with a short teaching by one of the pastors and a time of 
worship in song, and then we will break into small groups for continued study, 
discussion and prayer. The confirmation and high school students will also be 
part of the JTTW opening.   Study guides on the book of Daniel are available for 
$7.00. This is a delightful time to interact together as a church family!  Please 
register online at Ruthfred.org.    Questions—call Jill Huwe  at  412.841.3026. 
  

Start date:  October 7th            Time: 6:45 pm – 8:00 pm 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Please note:  At this time, we have suspended the use of our friendship pads 
for church service attendance.  In order to register attendance, we now ask that 
you sign your name and address on a 3 x 5 card found in the pews.  As you 
leave the sanctuary, please put the card at either end of the pew and the ushers 
will collect them.  Thank you for your cooperation.   
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GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk alongside you through 
one of life’s most difficult experiences. You don’t have to go through the grieving 
process alone. 

Widowed? Help is here and hope is possible 

Do you dread the lonely days and nights? Wonder what to do with your spouse’s 

belongings? Feel like your brain is in a fog? Unsure of how you’ll go on? 

At a Loss of a Spouse seminar you’ll discover: 

• Other people understand and have found ways to make it through 

• Why it won’t always hurt so much 

• Reasons for hope 

• Practical tips for coping with the death of a spouse 

What to expect at the event 

A Loss of a Spouse seminar lasts about two hours. Here’s what to expect: 

• Video seminar: You’ll view a 35-minute video with encouraging, practical advice from 
counselors, pastors, and widowed men and women. 

• Sharing time: Then you’ll get to talk with other widowed people about what you learned 
 from the video. (There’s no pressure to share!) 

• A guide to bring home: Everyone receives a booklet with more than 30 short readings on 
 how to live with grief and eventually rebuild your life. 
 

Join us for this one-night seminar at Ruthfred on Monday, September 28, at 7 
p.m.  Please register by September 21 with Pastor McMinn at (412) 835-7140 
X226, or pastormcminn@ruthfred.org.  Group size will be limited to 12 and 

social distancing will be practiced.   

Contact Jill or Roger Kurtz with any questions.  
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Help and hope as you navigate the 

Christmas season 

Wondering how you will survive the weeks surrounding 

Thanksgiving and Christmas? Are you dreading these 

holidays, knowing that everything has changed and that 

happy memories from past years can’t be recreated? 

Our Surviving the Holidays video seminar is especially for people 

who are grieving a loved one’s death. You’ll learn: 

• How to deal with the many emotions you’ll face during the 

holidays 

• What to do about traditions and other coming changes 

• Helpful tips for surviving social events 

• How to discover hope for your future 

• Receive a personal copy of the GriefShare Holiday 

Survival Guide 

Monday, October 26, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

At Ruthfred Lutheran Church 

Group size will be limited and social distancing practiced 

Register by October 25:  By email:  pastormcminn@ruthfred.org 

Or by phone:  412-835-7140 Ext. 226 

Questions??  Contact Jill or Roger Kurtz 
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Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 

This Week At Ruthfred  

Today (9/20) 
 HAPPY BIRTHDAY MARGIE JACOBSON 
 8:30 a.m.—Worship Service 
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 

 11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

Monday (9/21) 

 9:30 a.m.—JTTW Leaders Meeting 

Tuesday (9/22) 
 4:00 p.m.—Sr. Confirmation Class 

 7:00 p.m.—Worship Team 

Wednesday (9/23) 

 9:45 a.m.—JTTW 
 5:45 p.m.—Children’s Choir 
 6:30 p.m.—Bell Choir 
 6:45 p.m.—Jr. & Sr. Confirmation Classes 

 7:30 p.m.—Senior Choir 

Thursday (9/24) 
 10:00 a.m.—Knit Wits 

 7:15 p.m.—Benevolence Meeting 

Friday (9/25)  

 12:00 p.m.—XYZ 

Saturday, (9/26) 

 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.—Lutherans for Life 

                                              Regional Conference 

Sunday, (9/27) 
 8:30 a.m.—Worship Service 
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 
 

 
“The message about the cross is foolishness to those 

who are perishing,” writes Paul, “but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God” (1 Corinthians 

1: 18), NRSV). This is why we are here! 
 

Attendance for Last Week: 

Church…220   
8:30 Live Stream Participants...66 

Sunday School...95   JTTW (morn)…55 
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Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 

Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Bryce C. McMinn| Associate Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorMcMinn@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

David Compel| Digital Outreach Coordinator 
(412) 609-9098 
DavidCompel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Denise Stutzman 
Preschool Head Teacher 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 
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