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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town , seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is  inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 2.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 
Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  
The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost, July 12, 2020 

Prelude: 

“The Glory Of 

God In Nature” 

(Beethoven) 

“Consolation” 

(Mendelssohn) 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“Rejoice, the Lord 

is King!”  
(AMB157) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 41) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the 

Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore 

we flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 

O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son 
to die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us 

true knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to 

thy Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake 
forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives 
the power to become children of God, and bestows upon them His 
Holy Spirit.  The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this O Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also John 
1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice. 

 C: You have been my help. Leave me not, neither forsake 

me. 

P: O God of my salvation. The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

 C: Whom shall I fear? (Psalm 27: 1, 7, 9) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 41) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 48) 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

P: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is from the 
Greek word for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 
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The Hymn of 

Praise:  

“Blest Be The Tie 

That Binds”  

(SBH543) 
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The Collect:  
P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us continue to pray: O God, who has prepared for them that 
love you such good things as pass man’s understanding. Pour into 
our hearts such love toward you, that we, loving you above all 
things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can 
desire; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 

C: Amen  

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 55: 10-13 (NASB) 
 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do 

not return there without watering the earth and making it bear 
and sprout, and furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater; 

11 
so will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; it will 

not return to Me empty, without accomplishing what I desire, and 
without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it. 

12 
“For you will 

go out with joy and be led forth with peace; the mountains and 
the hills will break forth into shouts of joy before you, and all the 
trees of the field will clap their hands. 

13 
“Instead of the thorn bush 

the cypress will come up, and instead of the nettle the myrtle will 
come up, and it will be a memorial to the LORD, for an everlasting 

sign which will not be cut off.” 

The Psalm:  Psalm 65: 1-8 (NASB) 

P: There will be silence before You, and praise in Zion, O God, and 
to You the vow will be performed. 
 

C: O You who hear prayer, to You all men come. Iniquities 

prevail against me; as for our transgressions, You forgive 
them. 
 

P: How blessed is the one whom You choose and bring near to 
You to dwell in Your courts. 
 

 C: We will be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, 

 Your holy temple. 
 

P: By awesome deeds You answer us in righteousness, O God of 
our salvation, You who are the trust of all the ends of the earth and 
of the farthest sea. 
 

 C: Who establishes the mountains by His strength, being 

 girded with might. 
 

P: Who stills the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and 
the tumult of the peoples. 
 

 C: They who dwell in the ends of the earth stand in awe 

 of Your signs; You make the dawn and the sunset shout 

 for joy. 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 
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The Epistle Lesson: Romans 8: 12-17 (NASB)  

 So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh— 

13 
for if you are living according to the flesh, 

you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds 
of the body, you will live. 

14 
For all who are being led by the Spirit of 

God, these are sons of God. 
15 

For you have not received a spirit of 
slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of 
adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!” 

16 
The Spirit 

Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 
17 

and if 

children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with 

Him. 

The Gradual: 

Behold, O God our shield and look upon the face of thine anointed. 
O Lord God of hosts hear my prayer. Alleluia alleluia. In you, O Lord, 
do I put my trust. Let me never be ashamed. Deliver me in your 

righteousness. Alleluia. (Psalm 84: 8-9; 31: 1)  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The Holy Gospel Lesson: Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

That day Jesus went out of the house and was sitting by the sea. 
2 

And large crowds gathered to Him, so He got into a boat and sat 
down, and the whole crowd was standing on the beach. 

3 
And He 

spoke many things to them in parables, saying, “Behold, the sower 
went out to sow; 

4 
and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, 

and the birds came and ate them up. 
5 

Others fell on the rocky 
places, where they did not have much soil; and immediately they 

sprang up, because they had no depth of soil. 
6 

But when the sun 
had risen, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they 
withered away. 

7 
Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came 

up and choked them out. 
8 

And others fell on the good soil and 
yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty. 

9 
He 

who has ears, let him hear.” 
 

Continued on next page 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  
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The Holy Gospel Lesson: (continued) (NASB) 

Matthew 13: 18-23: 
“Hear then the parable of the sower. 

19 
When anyone hears the 

word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes 
and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one 
on whom seed was sown beside the road. 

20 
The one on whom seed 

was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word 
and immediately receives it with joy; 

21 
yet he has no firm root in 

himself, but is only temporary, and when affliction or persecution 

arises because of the word, immediately he falls away. 
22 

And the 
one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man 
who hears the word, and the worry of the world and the 
deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 
23 

And the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the 
man who hears the word and understands it; who indeed bears fruit 

and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty.” 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 

The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the 

Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; The third 
day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 

the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 

The Special Music  
8:30 & 11:00: Kurt Radke—”I Was There To Hear Your Borning Cry”  
                                                                                                   (John Ylvisaker) 

The Children’s Object Lesson 

The Apostles’ Creed is a 
statement of Christian 
belief used since the early 
Church.  It’s not specific to 
any one Christian denomi-
nation, but used by the 
Church as a whole.  We 
choose to confess it to-
gether as a unified re-
minder of what we be-
lieve to be true about 
God, and His caring ser-
vice to us. 
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The Sermon Hymn:  

“O Holy Spirit, 
Enter In” 

(SBH120) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
 

“Joy & Peace in God’s Word”  |  Isaiah 55: 10-13 
 

Sermon Notes:  

 

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 
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The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give 

us this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen.   
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The Closing Hymn: 

“How Firm a 

Foundation”  
(AMB262) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude:  

Coro from ‘Water 

Music’ 
(Handel) 
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Announcements 

The altar flowers are presented by the Cuthbert family in memory of their parents and 

grandparents. 

Known to be hospitalized: None. Joan Reagan cataract surgery #2 July 15th.  

Congratulations to Ben and Crystal Hinton (and big sister Brielle) upon the birth of their 

daughter, Charlie Fabiola, on Tuesday, July 7, 2020. 

Bible Readings for the Week of Sunday July 12th: 

           Sunday, 7/12               Proverbs 1-3             Thursday, 7/16       Proverbs 13-15 
           Monday, 7/13             Proverbs 4-6              Friday, 7/17            Proverbs 16-18 
           Tuesday, 7/14             Proverbs 7-9              Saturday, 7/18       Proverbs 19-21 

           Wednesday, 7/15       Proverbs 10-12 

Our Preschool Ministry has position openings due to the retirement of Beth Blanc, and also 
the recent resignation of Erin Campion who is no longer able to continue in the position.  We 
are so thankful for the wonderful dedication, excellence in teaching, and for the love that they 
have shown to our pre-school students over the years.  If you, or someone you know is 
interested in the director/head teacher position or the assistant teacher position, please contact 

Joe Roman, Brian Schmidt at the church office.  

Lorraine Christman’s Address: 4100 Well Spring Drive, Greensboro, NC 27410. 

Herald Via Email: We are sending the Herald via email. If you are not receiving the Herald via 
email, please send your email address to paulamikulan@ruthfred.org and Paula will forward it 

to the Herald. 

Thank You: I wish to thank the Pastors and members of Ruthfred for their prayers during my 
cataract surgery. Even though it was minor, with all my allergies, it was a major issue for me. It 
is now just about healed and number two surgery is coming up on July 15th. Please continue 

to pray as we don’t know what to expect. Joan Reagan 

Thank You for many cards and well wishes I received for my 90th birthday. I felt incredibly 

touched and blessed by the Ruthfred congregation. Fred (Fritz) Heilman 

Pastors’ Fund: Given by Susan Bohaski in honor of the ordination of Pastor McMinn. 

Benevolence Fund: Given by Andrew and Carol Ausefski in honor of Pastor McMinn’s 
Ordination. 

Adult SS Class Today In The Fellowship Hall 
Pastor Bryce McMinn will lead a class called “A Tale of Two AFLC Congregations”. He’ll share 
practical and Scriptural insights gained from his experience as Parish Assistant at Living Word 
Lutheran Church in Eagan MN in 2018, and as Vicar at Rose Free Lutheran Church in Rosea, 
Minnesota in 2019. While the congregations, their lay leaders, and pastors were remarkably 

different in many ways, some common and critical success factors helped their ministries thrive. 



16 

YOUTH NEWS: 

Covid-19 

All of our youth events will observe the current guidelines set by local government in dealing 

with the current covid-19 situation. Most activities this summer will look different than previous 

years as we try to keep some sense of normalcy while also exercising an appropriate amount of 

caution. 

 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There Is SWAP tonight! 6-7:30pm @ Church. 

 

SWAP Late Night (6-8 Grade) 

July 31st  5-10pm we will be having a late night for the SWAP Kids @ Church. There will be 

games, Pizza, and Snacks. Let Brandon know if you plan to attend. 

 

TNT (9-12 Grade) 

We will be having TNT every Tuesday from 7-9pm. Please make sure to bring a mask. 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

July 31 – SWAP Late Night 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Questions/concerns?   

Contact Brandon Fouks : Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715)-781-6063 
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“The Lord is my Shepherd” 

 

 

Virtual VBS is July 27-31st! 

Ages 4-Grade 6 

Join us online for a fun week filled with skits, 
Bible lessons, crafts and more! 

 

Registration is required for delivery of crafts 

Register: https://vbspro.events/p/events/4fb3af 

 
All are welcome to watch! 

 

Questions?  

Contact Becky Cox by email at  

libell.ruthfredvbs@gmail.com 

 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/4fb3af
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If you’re looking for ways to help those in need during this pandemic, the City Mission has ways 
that you can help: 
 
Their Samaritan Care Food Pantry provides supportive services to individuals and families who 
qualify as low-income in the community as well as providing support services to City Mission resi-

dents upon their exit to independent living.  They are in desperate need of the following items:  
canned tuna or chicken; canned fruit; canned soups; canned vegetables; canned ravioli or Spa-
ghettios; canned baked beans;  peanut butter and jelly; macaroni and cheese;  spaghetti sauce 
and pasta; flavored rice;  Tuna or Hamburger Helper;  Pop Tarts;  Instant Oatmeal (flavored); 
boxed cereal; graham crackers; saltine or Ritz crackers.   A box will be placed outside the kitchen 
and contributions may be made until Sunday 7/19.  Carol Ward will deliver these items to the 
City Mission on Monday 7/20.   
 
Did you know that you can help the City Mission without leaving your home?  There are two 
ways to help: 
 

Amazon Smile Programs: when you shop at smile.amazon.com you’ll find the exact same 

prices, selection and shopping experience as amazon.com with the added bonus that Ama-

zon will donate 0.5% of the eligible purchase to the City Mission.   

 Steps to AmazonSmile - Go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer 
or mobile device. Select Washington City Mission, Inc. as your charity. You are done!  Every 

time you shop using this method a donation will be made to City Mission.  

Amazon Wishlist:  City Mission has an Amazon Wishlist where you will find various items the 
mission needs for its residents and the community.  When you shop their wishlist everything 
gets sent directly to City Mission on your behalf.   

 
Go to City Mission Wish List on Amazon - Select and purchase one or more of the items on the 

list and Amazon will deliver it for you.   

If you have any questions, please contact Carol Ward. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Women’s Ministry Team Planning Meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 21, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

in the Fellowship Hall. Social distancing and masks required. 

http://smile.amazon.com
http://amazon.com
http://smile.amazon.com
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Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 

This Week At Ruthfred  

Today (7/12) 
 HAPPY BIRTHDAY JACKIE FELLER 
 8:30 a.m.—Worship Service  
 9:45 a.m.—Adult Sunday School (Fellowship Hall) 

 11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

Monday (7/13)  
 7:00 p.m.—Elders’ Prayer Time 

 7:30 p.m.—Council Meeting 

Thursday (7/16) 
 HAPPY BIRTHDAY AL HATALA 

 2:00 p.m.—Ruth 

Saturday (7/18)  
 HERALD ARTICLE DEADLINE  

 

 
Isaiah declares that the word of God will surely 

accomplish God’s purpose (55:11). May we eagerly 
hear God’s message so we might also live it.  

Welcome to worship. 

 

 

MORE JULY BIRTHDAYS… 

Jackie Feller—90th Birthday on Sunday, July 12th 

Al Hatala—94th Birthday on Thursday, July 16th 

Andy Kovac—92nd Birthday on Wednesday, July 22nd 

Please remember Jackie, Al and Andy with birthday 

wishes and prayers! 
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Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 

Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Bryce C. McMinn| Associate Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorMcMinn@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

David Compel| Digital Outreach Coordinator 
(412) 609-9098 
DavidCompel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Erin Campion  
Preschool Director 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 

Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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