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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year. 

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 

Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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Prelude: 

“Come Down, O 

Love Divine” 

(Michael Burkhardt) 

“Solemn Melody” 

(Walford Davies) 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“Mine Eyes Have 

Seen The Glory”  
(SBH356) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 

The Divine Service of the Word  

Memorial Day Sunday 
The Sunday after the Ascension, May 24, 2020 



4 



5 

We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

A Reading from Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address 

The Star-Spangled Banner 

Oh, say, can you see, by the dawn’s early light, 
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming? 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro’ the perilous fight, 
O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming. 

And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there. 

Oh, say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 41) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the 

Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore 
we flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 



6 

Together: 
O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son to 

die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us remission 

of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge 

of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to thy Word, that by thy 
grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen.  

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and has 
given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all 

our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives the power to 
become children of God, and bestows upon them His Holy Spirit.  The 
one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this O Lord, 

unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice, alleluia. 

 C: When you said, seek you my face; my heart said to you, 

Your face, Lord, will I seek. Hide not your face from me. 

P: Alleluia, alleluia. The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

 C: Whom shall I fear? (Psalm  27: 1, 7) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 18) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace that is from above, and for the salvation of our 
souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 
churches of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house, and for them that in faith, piety and fear of 
God offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, pity and defend us, O God, by thy grace. 

 C: Amen. 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is from the 
Greek word for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to His 
children is through His Word.  
Hearing it and learning it are 
central to His proper worship. 

The Collect:  

P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us continue to pray: Almighty, everlasting God, make us 
to have a faithful will towards you, and to serve you with a pure 
heart; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without 

end. 

C: Amen  

The Old Testament Lesson: Ruth 3: 1-18 (NASB) 

 Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, shall I 
not seek security for you, that it may be well with you? 

2 
Now is 

not Boaz our kinsman, with whose maids you were? Behold, he 

winnows barley at the threshing floor tonight. 
3 

Wash yourself 
therefore, and anoint yourself and put on your best clothes, and 
go down to the threshing floor; but do not make yourself 
known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking. 

4 
It 

shall be when he lies down, that you shall notice the place 
where he lies, and you shall go and uncover his feet and lie 
down; then he will tell you what you shall do.” 

5 
She said to her, 

“All that you say I will do.” 
6 

So she went down to the threshing 
floor and did according to all that her mother-in-law had 
commanded her. 

7 
When Boaz had eaten and drunk and his 

heart was merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of 

grain; and she came secretly, and uncovered his feet and lay 
down. 

8 
It happened in the middle of the night that the man 

was startled and bent forward; and behold, a woman was lying 
at his feet. 

9 
He said, “Who are you?” And she answered, “I am 

Ruth your maid. So spread your covering over your maid, for 
you are a close relative.” 

10 
Then he said, “May you be blessed of 

the LORD, my daughter. You have shown your last kindness to 
be better than the first by not going after young men, whether 
poor or rich. 

11 
Now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you 

whatever you ask, for all my people in the city know that you 

are a woman of excellence. 
12 

Now it is true I am a close relative; 
however, there is a relative closer than I. 

13 
Remain this night, 

and when morning comes, if he will redeem you, good; let him 
redeem you. But if he does not wish to redeem you, then I will 
redeem you, as the LORD lives. Lie down until morning.” 

14 
So 

she lay at his feet until morning and rose before one could 
recognize another; and he said, “Let it not be known that the 
woman came to the threshing floor.”  

Continued on next page 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 



8 

The Old Testament Lesson: Ruth 3: 1-18 (NASB) continued 

 15 
Again he said, “Give me the cloak that is on you and hold it.” So 

she held it, and he measured six measures of barley and laid it on 
her. Then she went into the city. 

16 
When she came to her mother-

in-law, she said, “How did it go, my daughter?” And she told her all 
that the man had done for her. 

17 
She said, “These six measures of 

barley he gave to me, for he said, ‘Do not go to your mother-in-law 
empty-handed.’” 

18 
Then she said, “Wait, my daughter, until you 

know how the matter turns out; for the man will not rest until he 

has settled it today.” 

The Psalm: Psalm 112: 1-6 (NASB, Read Responsively) 

P: Praise the Lord! How blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who 

greatly delights in His commandments. 

 C: His descendants will be mighty on earth; the 

 generation of the upright will be blessed. 

P: Wealth and riches are in his house, and his righteousness 

endures forever.  

 C: Light arises in the darkness for the upright; He is 

 gracious and compassionate and righteous. 

P: It is well with the man who is gracious and lends; He will 

maintain his cause in judgement. 

 C: For he will never be shaken; the righteous will be 

 remembered forever. 

The Second Lesson: Proverbs 31: 10-31 (NASB)  

 An excellent wife, who can find? For her worth is far above jewels. 
11 

The heart of her husband trusts in her, and he will have no lack 
of gain. 

12 
She does him good and not evil all the days of her life. 

13 
She looks for wool and flax and works with her hands in delight. 

14 
She is like merchant ships; she brings her food from afar. 

15 
She 

rises also while it is still night and gives food to her household and 
portions to her maidens. 

16 
She considers a field and buys it; from 

her earnings she plants a vineyard. 
17 

She girds herself with 
strength and makes her arms strong. 

18 
She senses that her gain is 

good; her lamp does not go out at night. 
19 

She stretches out her 
hands to the distaff, and her hands grasp the spindle. 

20 
She 

extends her hand to the poor, and she stretches out her hands to 
the needy.  

Continued on next page 
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The Second Lesson: Proverbs 31: 10-31 (NASB) continued 

 21 
She is not afraid of the snow for her household, for all her 

household are clothed with scarlet. 
22 

She makes coverings for 
herself; her clothing is fine linen and purple. 

23 
Her husband is 

known in the gates, when he sits among the elders of the land. 
24 

She makes linen garments and sells them, and supplies belts to 
the tradesmen. 

25 
Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she 

smiles at the future. 
26 

She opens her mouth in wisdom, and the 
teaching of kindness is on her tongue. 

27 
She looks well to the ways 

of her household, and does not eat the bread of idleness. 
28 

Her 
children rise up and bless her; her husband also, and he praises 
her, saying: 

29 
“Many daughters have done nobly, but you excel 

them all.” 
30 

Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman 
who fears the LORD, she shall be praised. 

31 
Give her the product of 

her hands, and let her works praise her in the gates. 

The Gradual: 

Alleluia, alleluia. God reigns over the nations. God sits upon the 
throne of his holiness. Alleluia. I will not leave you comfortless. I go, 
and I will come again to you, and your heart shall rejoice. Alleluia..  
(Psalm 47: 8; John 14: 28)  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The Holy Gospel Lesson: Luke 10: 38-42 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

 
Luke 1: 46 55: 

 And Mary said: “My soul exalts the Lord, 
47 

And my spirit has 

rejoiced in God my Savior.
48 

“For He has had regard for the humble 
state of His bondslave; for behold, from this time on all generations 
will count me blessed. 

49 
“For the Mighty One has done great 

things for me; and holy is His name. 
50 

“AND HIS MERCY IS UPON 
GENERATION AFTER GENERATION TOWARD THOSE WHO FEAR HIM. 

51 
“He 

has done mighty deeds with His arm; He has scattered those who 
were proud in the thoughts of their heart. 

52 
“He has brought 

down rulers from their thrones, and has exalted those who were 
humble. 

53 
“HE HAS FILLED THE HUNGRY WITH GOOD THINGS; and sent 

away the rich empty-handed. 
54 

“He has given help to Israel His 
servant, in remembrance of His mercy, 

55 
As He spoke to our 

fathers, to Abraham and his descendants forever.” 
 
 

 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical reading 
bridging the readings of the 
epistle and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 
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The Holy Gospel Lesson: (NASB) 

Luke 10: 38-42: 
 Now as they were traveling along, He entered a village; and a woman 

named Martha welcomed Him into her home. 
39 

She had a sister 
called Mary, who was seated at the Lord’s feet, listening to His word. 
40 

But Martha was distracted with all her preparations; and she came 
up to Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to 
do all the serving alone? Then tell her to help me.” 

41 
But the Lord an-

swered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and both-

ered about so many things; 
42 

but only one thing is necessary, for Mary 

has chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away from her.” 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 

The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; The third 
day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the Com-
munion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the 

body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 

The Special Music 

America the Beautiful (arr Page) 

Doug Reichenfeld, trumpet 

The Children’s Object Lesson 

 

The Apostles’ Creed is a 
statement of Christian 
belief used since the 
early Church.  It’s not 
specific to any one Chris-
tian denomination, but 
used by the Church as a 
whole.  We choose to 
confess it together as a 
unified reminder of what 
we believe to be true 
about God, and His car-
ing service to us. 
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 The Sermon 

Hymn:  

“Great Is Thy 

Faithfulness” 

(AMB559) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
 

“The (Indecent?) Proposal.”  |  Ruth 3 
(Tracing the Storyline of God’s Redeeming Love 

In the Shadows of Uncertainty) 

 

1. The Place: 

 

 

2. The Plan: 

 

 

3. The Plot: 

 

 

4. The Proposal: 

 

 

5. The Promise: 

 

 

6. The Problems & Procedures: 

 

 

7. The Protection & Present from Boaz: 

 

 

8. The Peace: 
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The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy king-

dom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us 

this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into tempta-

tion, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen. 
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 The Closing Hymn: 

“Golden Harps” 
(SBH115) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude: 

“Golden Harps” 
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Announcements 

Known to be hospitalized: Sheran Allsopp—St. Clair Hospital; Beth Hollenden-Magee Women’s 

Hospital; Louise Hughes—Concordia of South Hills for rehab; Bob Baxendell is now home. 

Official Act: On Monday, May 18, 2020, a private funeral service was held for Jean Cook at the 
Laughlin Funeral Home in Mt. Lebanon, PA. Our pastor and congregation extend Christian love 

and sympathy to the Cook family.  

Bible Readings for the Week of Sunday, May 24th: 

         Sunday, 5/24             Nehemiah 4-6                    Thursday, 5/28           Nehemiah 12-13 
         Monday, 5/25            Nehemiah 7                       Friday, 5/29                Esther 1-5 
         Tuesday, 5/26            Nehemiah 8-9                    Saturday, 5/30           Esther 6-10  

         Wednesday, 5/27      Nehemiah 10-11 

Confirmation Sunday: Next Sunday (Pentecost Sunday) our Confirmands will be confirmed. We 
are inviting only our senior Confirmation students and families to be part of the service next 
Sunday. This will also help us in preparing for opening up the sanctuary fully to the 
congregation the following week on June 7

th
 for Trinity Sunday. The 9:00am service on May 31

st
 

will be livestreamed for everyone. 

Re-entry Plans: We have an excellent committee that has been diligently working on these 
plans. A congregational letter will be sent out next week to give a detailed plan of procedures to 
ensure a safe, secure and sensitive re-opening of the sanctuary for the Sunday, June 7

th
 (8:30 & 

11:00) services. We will also continue to livestream for those who are unable or uncomfortable 

in returning at this time. Please continue to pray as we move forward together on this. 

High Senior Update: Kate Wholey will graduate in 2021 not in 2020 as previously printed. 

Small Groups are now able to meet back in the church beginning next week (not in the 

fireplace lounge) but they must be coordinated through Paula Mikulan.  

Benevolence Committee Meeting: There will be a Benevolence Committee Meeting at the 

church on Thursday, May 28th at 7:15 p.m. in the Conference Room. 

GIFT Bible Study will meet at the church on Sunday, May 31st at 6:30 p.m. in Rooms/Doors 6 & 

7.  

Pastor’s Fund: Given by Bob and Gladys Reith in memory of Jean Cook. 

Digital Outreach Fund (Council has established to purchase the necessary equipment for 

ongoing livestreaming): Don and Carol McDowell in honor of the birth of their great grandson, 

Wesley Joseph Bowen. 
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Visiting with us?  
 

Please use this tear-off section to 

help us get to know a little bit 

about you and how we may best 

serve you. 

 

If you have a specific concern or 

prayer request, please use the 

space on the other side of this 

fold. 

 
Date: 

___________________________ 
Name: 

___________________________ 
Children: 

___________________________ 
Address: 

 

 

___________________________ 
Phone (indicate home, cell, etc.) 

___________________________ 
Email: 

___________________________ 

 

I am a/an: 

     1st-Time Visitor 

     2nd-Time Visitor 

     Out-of-Town Visitor  

     Regular Attendee  

 

I would like to learn more about: 

     What It Means To Be a Christian  

     Church Membership 

     Ruthfred’s Ministries or Groups 

     Ways To Share My Gifts 

Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

David Compel| Digital Outreach Coordinator 
(412) 609-9098 
DavidCompel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Erin Campion  
Preschool Director 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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