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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town , seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that 
the Bible is  inspired by God, living and active, capable 
to produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in 
all its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to 
be faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to 

our worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 
Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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Prelude: 
 

Meditation on “We Three Kings” (Wilbur Held) 
 

“The March Of The Wise Men” (Harvey Gaul) 
 

The Opening Hymn:  

“As With Gladness Men Of Old” (AMB53) 
 

(Please stand as we join our hearts in song) 

The Divine Service of the Word  
The Epiphany of Our Lord, January 6, 2019 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Order for Public Confession (SBH, p. 247) 

Unison: (U): Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all 

desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid, cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy 

Name; through Jesus Christ, thy Son our Lord, Amen. 

P: Let us humbly kneel, and make confession unto God, imploring his 

forgiveness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 U: O God, our heavenly Father, I confess unto thee that I 

have grievously sinned against thee in many ways; not only by 

outward transgressions, but also by secret thoughts and desires 
which I cannot fully understand, but which are all known unto 

thee. I do earnestly repent, and am heartily sorry for these my 

offenses, and I beseech thee of thy great goodness to have 

mercy upon me, and for the sake of thy dear Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to forgive my sins, and graciously to help my 

infirmities. Amen.  
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The Absolution, Admonition & Blessing:   

 P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, hath had mercy upon us, and 
for the sake of the sufferings, death, and resurrection of his dear Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, forgiveth us all our sins. As a Minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare unto you 
who do truly repent and believe in him, the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins. In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Ghost.  

 P: On the other hand, by the same authority, I declare unto the 

impenitent and unbelieving, that so long as they continue in their 
impenitence, God hath not forgiven their sins, and will assuredly visit 
their iniquities upon them, if they turn not from their evil ways, and 
come to true repentance and faith in Christ, ere the day of grace be 

ended. 

 P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Love of God, and the 

Communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. 

  C: Amen 

The Giving of the Peace 

The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Behold the Lord, the Ruler, has come. 

 C: And the kingdom, and the power, and the glory are in 

his hand. 

P: Give the King your judgments, O God. 

 C: And your righteousness unto the King’s Son.  

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction in 
Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins should 
be widely proclaimed in 
the name of Jesus. (See 
also1 John. 1:9). 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  
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The Old Testament Lesson: 2 Kings 5: 1-19 (NASB) 
 Now Naaman, captain of the army of the king of Aram, was a great 

man with his master, and highly respected, because by him the 
LORD had given victory to Aram. The man was also a valiant warrior, 
but he was a leper. 

2 
Now the Arameans had gone out in bands 

and had taken captive a little girl from the land of Israel; and she 
waited on Naaman’s wife. 

3 
She said to her mistress, “I wish that my 

master were with the prophet who is in Samaria! Then he would 
cure him of his leprosy.” 

4 
Naaman went in and told his master, 

saying, “Thus and thus spoke the girl who is from the land of Israel.” 
5 

Then the king of Aram said, “Go now, and I will send a letter to the 
king of Israel.” He departed and took with him ten talents of silver 
and six thousand shekels of gold and ten changes of clothes. 

6 
He 

brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, “And now as this 
letter comes to you, behold, I have sent Naaman my servant to you, 
that you may cure him of his leprosy.” 

7 
When the king of Israel read 

the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and to 
make alive, that this man is sending word to me to cure a man of his 
leprosy? But consider now, and see how he is seeking a quarrel 
against me.” 

8 
It happened when Elisha the man of God heard that 

the king of Israel had torn his clothes, that he sent word to the king, 
saying, “Why have you torn your clothes? Now let him come to me, 
and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 

9 
So Naaman 

came with his horses and his chariots and stood at the doorway of 
the house of Elisha. 

10 
Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go 

and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh will be restored 
to you and you will be clean.” 

11 
But Naaman was furious and went 

away and said, “Behold, I thought, ‘He will surely come out to me 
and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, and wave his 
hand over the place and cure the leper.’ 

12 
Are not Abanah and 

Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? 
Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and went 
away in a rage. 

13 
Then his servants came near and spoke to him 

and said, “My father, had the prophet told you to do some great 
thing, would you not have done it? How much more then, when 
he says to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 

14 
So he went down and 

dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of 

the man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little 
child and he was clean. 

15 
When he returned to the man of God 

with all his company, and came and stood before him, he said, 
“Behold now, I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in 
Israel; so please take a present from your servant now.” 

16 
But he 

said, “As the LORD lives, before whom I stand, I will take nothing.” 
And he urged him to take it, but he refused. 

17 
Naaman said, “If not, 

please let your servant at least be given two mules’ load of earth; for 
your servant will no longer offer burnt offering nor will he sacrifice 
to other gods, but to the LORD. (continued on next page) 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 
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The Old Testament Lesson: 2 Kings 5: 1-19 (continued) 

 

 
18 

In this matter may the LORD pardon your servant: when my master 
goes into the house of Rimmon to worship there, and he leans on 
my hand and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, when I bow 
myself in the house of Rimmon, the LORD pardon your servant in this 
matter.” 

19 
He said to him, “Go in peace.” So he departed from him 

some distance. 

 

The Gradual 

 All they from Sheba shall come, they shall bring gold and incense 
and they shall show forth the praises of the Lord. Arise, shine for 
your light is come and the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. 
Alleluia, alleluia. We have seen his star in the east and have come to 

worship him. Alleluia.  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The Holy Gospel Reading: Matthew 25: 31-40 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

 “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels 
with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. 

32 
All the nations 

will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one 
another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; 

33 
and 

He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left. 
34 

“Then 
the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of 
My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world. 
35 

For I was hungry, and you gave Me 
something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; 
I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; 

36 
naked, and you clothed 

Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to 
Me.’ 

37 
Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see 

You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to 
drink? 

38 
And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or 

naked, and clothe You? 
39 

When did we see You sick, or in prison, 
and come to You?’ 

40 
The King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I 

say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of 

Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.’ 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  
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The Confession of Faith: The Nicene Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth, And of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
Begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance 
with the Father, By whom all things were made; Who for us men, 
and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate 
by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, And was made man; And was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried; And the third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures, 
And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the 
Father.  And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick 

and the dead; Whose Kingdom shall have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the 
Prophets.  And I believe one Holy Christian and Apostolic Church.  I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins.  And I look for 
the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 

The Special Music  
11:00: Senior Choir Anthem—Born ‘Neath A Star (Gray) 

Born ‘Neath A Star 

Born ’neath a star was a child so small with no shelter o’er but a drafty stall; 
Yet He’d be known as the “Lord of All,” born beneath a star that night. 

Led by a star was a shepherd boy, after angels told him of wondrous joy; 

Sent down to earth as a baby boy, born beneath a start that night. 

And songs of love filled the earth at the news of the Christ Child’s birth; 

And joyous hope did abound that through Him peace would be found. 

We three kings of Orient are; Bearing gifts, we traverse afar. 
Under the star of the Christmas tree we still share the joy of that eve 

When Christ was born the “King of Peace,” born that night. 

 

Led by a star were the wise men three, trav’ling miles and miles,  
the young child to see; 

bringing Him gifts, for a king He’d be, Born beneath a star that night. 
Under the star of the Christmas tree, we still share the joy of that ancient eve  
When Christ was born, the “King of Peace,” born beneath a star that night. 

During the Service of Holy 
Communion, we confess 
our faith using the Words 
of the Nicene 
Creed.  Though officially 
adopted a few hundred 
years after Christ’s earthly 
ministry, the Creed 
emphasizes the truths that 
had been taught since the 
time of the Apostles, 
namely, that Christ is both 
fully God and fully 
man.  As such, we are 
assured that in the person 
of Jesus Christ, God 
Himself became like us in 
every way, yet perfect and 
without sin; and shed His 
own Blood and gave His 
own Body in death so that 
we could find in Him 
forgiveness of sin and life 

eternal. 

This creed has been used 
in worship across 

denominational lines. 
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The Sermon Hymn:  

“Songs Of Thankfulness and Praise” (AMB59) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
 

“God: Reflected & Revealed”  |  2 Kings 5: 1-19 
 

Sermon Notes:  

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 

The Offering & Offertory 

 “Brightest and Best”  (G. Winston Cassler) 
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The Service for Communion 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And with thy Spirit. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 

C: It is meet and right so to do. 

P: It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times, and 
in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, 
Everlasting God…Therefore with angels and archangels, and with 
all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious 

Name; ever more praising thee, and saying: 

C: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heaven and earth 

are full of thy glory; Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the 

highest. 

The Words of Institution: 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the night in which he was betrayed, 
took bread, and when he had given thanks, he brake it and gave it 
to his disciples, saying, take, eat; this is my Body which is given for 

you; This do in remembrance of me. 

After the same manner also, he took the cup, when he had supped, 
and, when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, Drink 
ye all of it; this cup is the New Testament in my Blood, which is shed 

for you, and for many, for the remission of sins; this do, as oft as ye 

drink it, in remembrance of me. 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

P: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us 
this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil;  

C: For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen.  

On the first Sunday of each 
month, as well as on other 
special occasions, we have 
the privilege of receiving 
Holy Communion 
together.  We do not 
require membership to 
participate in 
this .  However, we do ask 
that those coming to receive 
Communion would be 
baptized believers in the 
saving work of Jesus Christ, 
who are of confirmation age 
(completed 8th grade), and 
who are in agreement with 
the biblical teaching of 

Christ concerning it. 

We believe and teach that 
Holy Communion is a 
Sacrament in which we 
receive the true body and 
blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in, with and under 
the bread and the wine, 
that it was instituted by 
Christ himself, and that it is 
given to us Christians to eat 

and to drink. 

We believe and teach that 
the benefit for Christians 
receiving Communion is 
expressed in the words 
“given” and “shed for you 
for the forgiveness of 
sins” (See Matthew 26:26-
29).  As described by Martin 
Luther in his Small 
Catechism, these words 
show us that “forgiveness of 
sin, life and salvation" are 

given to us in Communion. 

Luther formulated a list of 
20 questions with 
appropriate responses to 
guide the believer to 
prepare their hearts for 
Communion.  We include a 
selection of those questions 
on the following page for 
the purpose of aiding you in 

the same way. 
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P: The peace of the Lord be with you alway. 

C: And with thy Spirit. 

The Agnus Dei: 
 

C: O Christ thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 

the world, have mercy upon us;  

O Christ thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us; 

O Christ thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, grant us thy peace. Amen. 

The Distribution 
During Communion we shall sing: 

SBH57—Bright And Glorious Is The Sky 
AMB40—Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

 
 

Do you believe that you 
are a sinner?  

Yes, I believe that I am a 

sinner. 

Are you sorry for your 
sins? 

Yes, I am sorry that I have 

sinned against God. 

Do you desire to be saved?  

Yes, such is my desire. 

In Whom do you trust? 
In my dear Lord, Jesus 

Christ. 

What has Christ done for 
you that you trust in him?  

He died for me and shed 
his blood for me on the 
cross for the forgiveness 

of sins. 

Do you believe that the 
true body and blood of 
Christ are in the 
Sacrament?  

Yes, I believe it. 

What induces you to 
believe this?  

The Word of Christ, “Take, 
eat this is My body; This is 
My blood, drink of it all of 

you.” 

Why ought we to 
remember and proclaim 
His death?  

That we may learn to 
believe that no creature 
could make satisfaction 
for our sins but Christ, 
true God and man; and 
that we may learn to look 
with terror at our sins, 
and to regard them as 
great indeed, and to find 
joy and comfort in Him 
alone, and thus be saved 

through such faith. 

Finally, why do you wish 
to go to receive Holy 
Communion?  

That I may learn to 
believe that Christ died 
for my sin out of great 
love, as before said; and 
that I may also learn from 
Him to love God and my 

neighbor. 
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“Bright And Glorious Is The Sky” (SBH57) 
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“Of The Father’s Love Begotten” (AMB40, 1 of 2) 
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“Of The Father’s Love Begotten” (2 of 2) 
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The Nunc Dimittis: 

U: Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, accord-

ing to thy word; For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which 

thou hast prepared before the face of all people; A light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and the Glory of thy people Israel. Glory 

be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it 

was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without 

end. Amen. 

The Prayer  

P: O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good. 

C: And his mercy endureth forever 

The Closing Prayer (after which the congregation shall sing “Amen.”) 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C. And with thy spirit 

P: Bless we the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto 

you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
(Numbers 6:24-26) 

 C: Amen 
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The Closing Hymn: 
 

“Christ, Whose Glory Fills The Skies” (AMB57) 

The Silent Prayer & Chimes 

The Postlude:  

Fugue on “How Brightly Shines The Morning Star” (Buxtehude) 
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  Announcements 

THE BEGINNING OF THE PRELUDE IS THE SIGNAL TO END OUR CONVERSATIONS,  
AND PREPARE OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP! 

The altar flowers are presented by Brian, Wendy and Robert Schmidt in memory of Brian’s 

parents, Jim and Cheryl Schmidt, on their upcoming anniversary, January 8th. 

Nursery Today: 8:30—Greta Kelly; during Sunday School—Shari Smith; 11:00—Claudia Patalong. 

Known to be hospitalized: Shirley Smith—St. Clair Hospital 

THE 2019 CHURCH ENVELOPES now temporarily reside in the church library.  Shepherds 
please see if there are any envelopes for members of your flock and take them for 

delivery.  Thanks in advance for picking them up. 

XYZ: Please note that there will be XYZ on Friday, January 25th, 12:00 noon in the fellowship 
hall.  Gary Gibson will be back for a return time of sharing on the topic, "Still Faithful After All 
These Years."  As always a great lunch will be served and good fellowship around the 
tables.  Sign up sheets are available on the bulletin board outside Pat's office.  Sign up today so 

we can hold a place just for you. 

The Host and Hostess sign up sheet is now up and ready to accept those eager to serve 
at the coffee hour before Sunday School.  This short time of fellowship is important to our 

ministry. PLEASE SIGN UP  ON THE SHEET OUTSIDE OF THE KITCHEN TODAY! 

The 2019 Flower Chart is now up. Please sign-up TODAY! January 20th and January 27th are 
still available along with many other Sundays throughout the year. It is located by the water 

fountain in the Patterson Road hallway.  

GriefShare Support Group: If you or someone you know has lost a loved one, we will be 
hosting a 13-week session of the GriefShare Support Group beginning tomorrow, Monday, 
January 7th and meeting each Monday through April 1st.  Please contact Pastor Osier by 
January 1st at pastorosier@ruthfred.org if you are interested in attending so that sufficient 

materials may be ordered.  

Sight and Sound Trip: The last day to sign up for the Sight and Sound trip "Jesus" is February 
24, 2019.  If you have planned on signing up for this trip we need your commitment 
now.  Monies are due into Lenzner Tours by that date, so your payment will be due as well. We 
need 35 people for this trip to happen. If you have been considering this opportunity now is the 

time to act.  Thanks in advance for your help. 

The Women's Ministry Meeting is Tuesday, January 8 @ 7:00 p.m. in the conference 
room.  Please consider attending as we are in need of new faces around our table and new 
ideas on how to effectively minister here at Ruthfred.  This is a vital ministry of the church and is 

open to all of the women of the church.  Hope to see you there! 
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For The Month 

Acolytes:  8:30 a.m.   Patrick Gold 
   11:00 a.m.   Reilly Gusky 
 

Crucifers:  8:30 a.m. (1/20)  Emma Hardy 
   11:00 a.m.    Vivian Russell 
 

Altar Guild:    Kathi Siciliano 

Counters: 8:30 a.m.   Gary Ausefski, Roger Kurtz 

  11:00 a.m.    Steve Cox, Dan Groves 

Greeters: 8:30 a.m.   Susan Bohaski, Barb Connell 

  11:00 a.m.  Edda Sheatsley, Zoe Akhtar 

Ushers: 8:30 a.m.   Andrew, David and Gary Ausefski 

     Bernard Paterra 

  11:00 a.m.  George Barrett, Sam Garloff 
     Logan Huwe, Mark Sheatsley, Ray Urksa 
 

 

OUR COMMUNION PRACTICE: Today, we celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion.  
Today, by means of bread and wine, Jesus Christ gives Himself to each 
communicant.  This is His Word and promise.  We accept His Word.  If you 
are not a member of a Lutheran church, we ask you to speak to our 
pastors at any time about the meaning of Holy Communion and a person’s 
desire to receive it.  When we come to the altar.. we must come with 
believing and repentant hearts.  As we return.. we always bow or kneel in 
prayer in thanksgiving to God for what Jesus Christ has given unto us. We do 
not practice the communion of children who are not instructed and confirmed, but the children 

are encouraged to come to the altar rail for a family blessing. 

GIFTS TO OUR CHURCH 

Pastor’s Fund 

Given by Caryl Hansen in memory of Lois Funk 

Given by Jay Zook and family in memory of Janet Barger. 

Youth Fund 

Given by Pete and Jill Huwe in memory of Cheryl Schmidt. 

Music Fund 

Given by friends in Christ in memory of Nancy Harper. 
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  SUNDAY SCHOOL, SUNDAY, JANUARY 6, 2019 

LARGE CLASS ROOM (Adult) 
Pastor Osier continues his series… 

"O Come, O Come Emmanuel!” 

Do you wonder where God is when bad things happen? Do you long to see justice served and 

brokenness fixed?  Do you struggle waiting for God to come to come and right the wrongs? So 

did the Old Testament prophet, Habakkuk.  Join us this Advent season as we see from his short 

book how to faithfully wait for the second coming of our Lord by trusting in what he 

accomplished at his first. 

UPPER ROOM (Adult) 
Eric Wente continues his 6-week series… 

“The Purpose Driven Life—What on earth am I here for?” 

Please join us for a six week DVD series by Pastor Rick Warren.  Over the course of this study, we 

will seek to discover together the answer to life's most fundamental question: "What on earth 

am I here for?" All are welcome to join us on this journey! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS…… 

Happy 92nd Birthday to John Bender on Tuesday, January 8, 2019. 

Happy 92nd Birthday to Ollie Weifenbach on Wednesday, January 9, 2019. 

Happy 92nd Birthday to Jean Cook on Thursday, January 10, 2019. 

Please remember John, Ollie and Jean with birthday wishes and prayers. 
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YOUTH NEWS: 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There will be SWAP tonight! SWAP is our weekly get together for 6-8 Graders, during this time 
we play games, have a bible lesson, and get to know one another as we become a community 

in Christ.  
 

Brunch (9-12 Grade)  
Our next Brunch will be on January 27th. On certain Sundays we host brunch after Church 

for the youth at the Fouks’ House. Brunch typically starts immediately after church, and goes 
until around 4pm. If you like good food, good company, and fun games, brunch is perfect for 
you.  
 

FLY (8-12 Grade) 
We will once again be attending the Free Lutheran Youth Convention this summer in Estes Park 
Colorado from July 1 to July 6, and it is time to begin the registration process. Make sure to keep 
a sharp eye out for the Ruthfred mailing that will contain all the information on what you need 
to do to register, if you didn’t receive a mailing, there is registration info and paperwork available 
outside of the youth office. This year the FLY trip will be open to 8 – 12 grade youth, so if you 
are currently in 7

th
 grade you will be eligible to attend. If you have any questions, comments, or 

concerns please contact Brandon immediately. There will be a FLY Registration Party at 

church on January 17th from 6-9pm. During this time you can come to church and we will 
walk you through the online registration process and answer any questions you may have 
about FLY. 
 

TNT Ice Skating (9-12 Grade) 
On January 18th at 7pm we will be meeting at the church for TNT Ice Skating, we will be skating 
at the South Park ice rink till 9:30pm. We will return to the church by 10pm, cost for skating will 

be $5 per person. 

 

 Save the Date: 

January 17 FLY Registration Party 

January 18 TNT Ice Skating 

January 27 Brunch 

July 1-6 FLY Convention 

Questions/concerns?  

Contact Brandon Fouks: Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715)-781-6063 
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PROPOSED REVISION TO BY-LAW SECTION VII 

At the congregational budget meeting on November 18, 2018, a change to By-Law Section VIII 
was proposed, a vote taken, with the motion subsequently passing. Unfortunately, the process 
was not done in strict accordance with our church constitution. Article XII of the church 

constitution says the following: 

Bylaws and articles of this constitution, except those that are made unchangeable in 
Article XI of this constitution, may be changed or repealed, or new ones may be added, at 
the annual meeting of the congregation or at a special meeting of the congregation 
called for and approved at the annual meeting by a vote of no less than two-thirds 

(2/3rds) of the voting members present; provided, however, that the subject matter of said 
bylaws or articles (or bylaws and articles) be published to the congregation at the regular 
services on two Sundays preceding the annual or special meeting of the congregation at 
which said subject matter is to be voted upon and by mail to each voting member at least 

two weeks prior to said meeting. 

Section VIII 

Finance (current) 

1. The church shall maintain an accounting system to track offerings in support of the budget 
and special funds. The offerings received will be paid into the church treasury. The accounting 

system will also provide a record of member giving. 

2. The congregation shall adopt a budget each year. The procedure for adopting a budget shall 

be as follows: 

1. An initial draft of a budget shall be prepared by a finance committee. The finance 
committee shall include the church treasurer, the financial secretary, one trustee, one elder, 
one deacon and three members of the congregation at large; appointed by the church 

council.   

Section VIII (proposed revision in bold) 

Finances 

1. The church shall maintain an accounting system to track offerings in support of the budget 
and special funds. The offerings received will be paid into the church treasury. The accounting 

system will also provide a record of member giving. 

2. The congregation shall adopt a budget each year. The procedure for adopting a budget shall 

 be as follows: 

 1. An initial draft of a budget shall be prepared by a standing finance committee. The 
standing  finance committee shall include the church treasurer, the financial secretary, one 
trustee, one elder, one deacon and three members of the congregation at large; 
appointed by the  church council. The chairperson of the standing committee to be 
appointed by church council. Members chosen from among the congregation shall serve 
a maximum of four consecutive years. Terms to begin in February to coincide with newly 
elected church council’s first meeting.  

A VOTE WILL BE TAKEN AT THE ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ON JANUARY 20, 2019. 
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This Week At Ruthfred  

Today (1/6) EPIPHANY SUNDAY 

 8:30 a.m.— Communion Service  
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.—Communion Service 

 6:00 p.m.—Communion Service 

Monday (1/7) 
 9:15 a.m.—JTTW Leaders Meeting 
 9:30 a.m.—Craft & Sew 

 7:00 p.m.—GriefShare 

Tuesday (1/8) 
 HAPPY BIRTHDAY JOHN BENDER 

 7:00 p.m.—Women’s Ministry Meeting 

Wednesday (1/9) 
 HAPPY BIRTHDAY OLLIE WEIFENBACH 
 9:15 a.m.—JTTW 
 12:00 p.m.—Esther 
 5:45 p.m.—Children’s Choir 
 6:30 p.m.—Bell Choir 
 6:45 p.m.—JTTW/KidsTime 
 6:45 p.m.—Jr. & Sr. Confirmation Classes 

 7:30 p.m.—Senior Choir 

Thursday (1/10) 
 HAPPY BIRTHDAY JEAN COOK 

 6:30 p.m.—Ruth 

Friday (1/11) 

 6:30 a.m.—Men’s Prayer Group @ Panera’s 

Saturday (1/12)  
 930 a.m.—Mary 

 
 

Happy New Year! And a blessed Epiphany Sunday and 
season! We have come to worship the King, just as the 

wise men did so long ago. Welcome. During the 
announcements, please sign the Friendship Pad and 

return it to the center aisle. 

Attendance for Last Week: 

Church...356   Sunday School...108 

Avg. Attendance for December: Church..422 SS..122 
Average Attendance for 2018: Church..390 SS..112 

Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Adam G. Osier| Assistant Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorOsier@ruthfred.org 
 

Kevin Czymbor| Vicar (Seminary Intern) 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 231) 
kevin@czymbor.net 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 860-6270 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 

Erin Campion  
Preschool Director 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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