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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year. 

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 

Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  
The Third Sunday after Easter, May 3, 2020 

Prelude: 
 

Voluntary on 
“Hyfrydol” 

(Charles Callahan) 

“Jesu, Joy Of 

Man’s Desiring”  

(Kevin Norris) 

“Good Christian 

Men, Rejoice and 
Sing” 

(Healey Willan) 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“Good Christian 

Men, Rejoice and 

Sing!” 
(SBH109) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 41) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the 

Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore 

we flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 

O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son 
to die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us 

true knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to 

thy Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake 
forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives 
the power to become children of God, and bestows upon them His 
Holy Spirit.  The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this O Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 



5 

The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Christ is Risen. 

 C: He is Risen indeed and is coming again. 

P: Make a joyful noise unto God, all you lands, alleluia: 

 C: Sing forth the honor of his Name, alleluia; make his 

praise glorious. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

P: Say unto God, how awesome art thou in thy works. 

 C: Through the greatness of your power shall your enemies 

submit themselves unto you. (Psalm 66: 1-3) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 41) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 48) 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

P: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is from the 
Greek word for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 
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God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to His 
children is through His Word.  
Hearing it and learning it are 
central to His proper worship. 

The Collect:  
P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 
P: Let us pray: Almighty God, in your kindness you show the 
light of your truth to those who live in error and darkness; so 
that they might turn to you and walk in your ways of 
righteousness.  Grant unto all who are in the fellowship of the 
Body of Christ, the Church, that they might turn from those 
things that are contrary to their profess of faith, and follow all 
such things as are agreeable to the same; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.  

 C: Amen  

The Old Testament Lessons: Isaiah 40: 9-11 (ESV) 

Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift 
up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 
lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 
10 

Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for 
him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before 
him. 

11 
He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the 

lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently 

lead those that are with young. 

The Psalm: Psalm 23 (ESV, Read Responsively) 

P: The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

 C: He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads 

 me beside still waters. 

P: He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for 

his name’s sake. 

 C: Even though I walk through the valley of the 

 shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with 

 me; your rod and staff, they comfort me. 

P: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 

enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

 C: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 

 days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the 

 Lord forever.  

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 
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The Epistle Lesson: 1 Peter 5: 1-7 (ESV)  

So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of 
the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is 
going to be revealed: 

2 
shepherd the flock of God that is among 

you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as 
God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 

3 
not 

domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the 
flock. 

4 
And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the 

unfading crown of glory. 
5 

Likewise, you who are younger, be 

subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility 
toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace 
to the humble.” 

6 
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty 

hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 
7 

casting 

all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.  

The Gradual 

 Alleluia, alleluia. The Lord has sent redemption unto his people. 
Alleluia. It is written that the Christ must suffer, and rise from the 

dead and thus enter into his glory. Alleluia. (Psalm 119: 9; Luke 24: 46)  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical reading 
bridging the readings of the 
epistle and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  
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The Holy Gospel Lesson: John 21: 15-25 (ESV) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to 
him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed 
my lambs.” 

16 
He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do 

you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” 
He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 

17 
He said to him the third time, 

“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because 
he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to 
him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus 
said to him, “Feed my sheep. 

18 
Truly, truly, I say to you, when you 

were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you 

wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, 
and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want 
to go.” 

19 
(This he said to show by what kind of death he was to 

glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” 
20 

Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following 
them, the one who also had leaned back against him during the 
supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” 
21 

When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this 
man?” 

22 
Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until I 

come, what is that to you? You follow me!” 
23 

So the saying spread 

abroad among the brothers that this disciple was not to die; yet 
Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die, but, “If it is my will 
that he remain until I come, what is that to you?” 

24 
This is the 

disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has 
written these things, and we know that his testimony is true. 
25 

Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every 
one of them to be written, I suppose that the world itself could not 

contain the books that would be written. 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 
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The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; The third 
day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the Com-
munion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the 

body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 

The Children’s Object Lesson 

The Special Music 

Sue Swan—”Trust His Word” (Ron Hamilton) 
 

Jesus made each star in Heaven, He created earth and sea. 
He's the keeper of all knowledge, what is past and what will be. 
Yet He offers His great wisdom, so you will not lose your way; 

Like a lamp it glows, every step it shows, You can know His will each day. 

Trust His Word! Trust His Word! All God's promises are true, trust His 
Word! 

When your pathway disappears, when your joy gives way to tears, 
When you're plagued with doubts and fears, trust His Word! 

He is not a distant stranger. He can be your closest friend. 
And He'll always listen closely when you share your heart with Him. 

Jesus walks the path beside you; He has been there all along.  
And He'll guide your feet when your step is weak, and your strength is 

almost gone. 
Trust His Word! Trust His Word! All God's promises are true, trust His 

Word! 

When your pathway disappears, when your joy gives way to tears, 
When you're plagued with doubts and fears, trust His Word! 

The Apostles’ Creed is a 
statement of Christian 
belief used since the 
early Church.  It’s not 
specific to any one Chris-
tian denomination, but 
used by the Church as a 
whole.  We choose to 
confess it together as a 
unified reminder of what 
we believe to be true 
about God, and His car-
ing service to us. 
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The Sermon 

Hymn:  

“The King of Love 

My Shepherd Is” 

(SBH530, 2nd tune, 
vs 1-3) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
 

“Feed My Sheep”  |  John 21: 15-25 
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The Sermon 

Hymn:  

“The King of Love 

My Shepherd Is” 

(SBH530, 2nd tune, 
vs 4-6) 
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 The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

Give us this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen. 
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The Closing Hymn: 

“I Know That My 

Redeemer Lives” 
(SBH387) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude:  

“I Know That My 

Redeemer Lives” 
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 Announcements 

DRIVE BY SHOW OF APPRECIATION FOR VICAR BRIAN AND ALLIE: Today, Sunday, May 
3rd, from 2:00-4:00 p.m. please participate in a “Drive by Show of Appreciation” in the church’s 
parking lot. The Westerbur’s will be under a canopy stationed in the center of the lot facing the 

ballfield. 

BELLS ACROSS PENNSYLVANIA DAY: Bethel Park Mayor Jack Allen has proclaimed SUNDAY, 

MAY 3rd as Bells Across Pennsylvania Day and has called upon all residents and churches at 

7:00 p.m. to ring bells for three minutes to honor their hometown heroes, rally with other 
Pennsylvanians on the front lines of the COVID-19 battlefield and show resolve to restore their 

local businesses and civic life to their former prominence. 

Bible Readings for the Week of Sunday, May 3rd: 

         Sunday, 5/3              1 Chronicles 9-11                       Thursday, 5/7           1 Chronicles 22-24 
         Monday, 5/4            1 Chronicles 12-14                     Friday, 5/8                1 Chronicles 25-27 
         Tuesday, 5/5            1 Chronicles 15-17                     Saturday, 5/9           1 Chronicles 28-29 & 

         Wednesday, 5/6      1 Chronicles 18-21                                                        2 Chronicles 1 

Your Offering Via eGiving: We know that supporting Ruthfred is important to you.  Our work 
supporting members and our community will not stop because of this public health challenge. 
We wanted to let you know that even though we cannot hold services at this time you may still 
support the work we are doing by using eGiving on our website.  Simply go to our home page, 
click on the “Give” box on the upper right side of the page and fill in the online donation form. 
We will weather this together, even if we’re not all in services.  We appreciate your giving, and 
we do important work with members’ generosity.  As we alter the way we operate, please 

consider making a gift via eGiving. 

Youth Fund: Given by Carol Mueller in loving memory of Blaise Donolo (1963-2018). 

Pastor’s Fund: Given by Chris Sopoci in memory of Harry Fjaere. 

Pastor’s Fund: Given by Bob and Gladys Reith in memory of Lorinda (Kanagy) Dabney. 

 

 

YOUTH NEWS 

Work Camp 2020 (9-12Grade) 

Registration for Work camp is due! We are pleased to announce that on July 12-July 17, 2020 
we will be traveling to Warrensburg NY. While they are there, kids will participate in various 
service projects to assist people in the community struggling with poverty. This trip will be open 
to youth in grades 9-12, look for the registration packets outside the youth office. 

Questions/concerns?  
Contact Brandon Fouks: Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715)-781-6063 
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 Visiting with us?  
 

Please use this tear-off section to 

help us get to know a little bit 

about you and how we may best 

serve you. 

 

If you have a specific concern or 

prayer request, please use the 

space on the other side of this 

fold. 

 
Date: 

___________________________ 
Name: 

___________________________ 
Children: 

___________________________ 
Address: 

 

 

___________________________ 
Phone (indicate home, cell, etc.) 

___________________________ 
Email: 

___________________________ 

 

I am a/an: 

     1st-Time Visitor 

     2nd-Time Visitor 

     Out-of-Town Visitor  

     Regular Attendee  

 

I would like to learn more about: 

     What It Means To Be a Christian  

     Church Membership 

     Ruthfred’s Ministries or Groups 

     Ways To Share My Gifts 

Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Westerbur| Vicar (Seminary Intern) 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 231) 
BrianWesterbur@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

David Compel | Digital Outreach Coordinator 
(412) 609-9098 
Davecd17@verizon.net 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Erin Campion  
Preschool Director 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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