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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is  inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 
Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany, January 24, 2021 

Prelude: 

“O Master, Let Me 

Walk With Thee” 

(Dale Wood) 

“Sweet Hour of 

Prayer” 

(Dale Wood) 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“Children of the 
Heavenly Father” 
(SBH572) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 

song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 41) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the 

Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore 

we flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 

O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son 
to die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us 

true knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to 

thy Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake 
forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives 
the power to become children of God, and bestows upon them His 
Holy Spirit.  The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this O Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Worship Him, all you His angels. 

 C: Zion heard and was glad. The daughters of Judah 

rejoiced. 

P: Because of Your judgments, O Lord. The Lord reigns, let the earth 

rejoice. 

 C: Let the multitude of isles be glad thereof.  
 (Psalm 97: 1, 7, 8) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 41) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 48) 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

P: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is from the 
Greek word for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 
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The Hymn of Praise:  

“Jesus Loves Me” (AMB369) 
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The Collect:  

P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon 
our infirmities, and in all our dangers and necessities stretch forth 
the right hand of your Majesty to help and defend us; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 

C: Amen  

The Old Testament Lesson:  Amos 1: 13-15 (NASB) 

This is what the LORD says: “For three offenses of the sons of 
Ammon, and for four, I will not revoke its punishment, because 
they ripped open the pregnant women of Gilead in order to 

enlarge their borders. 
14 

So I will kindle a fire on the wall of Rabbah, 
and it will consume her citadels amid war cries on the day of battle, 
and amid a storm on the day of tempest. 

15 
Their king will go into 

exile, He and his princes together,” says the LORD. 

The Psalm:  Psalm 139: 1, 13-16 (NASB, Read Responsively) 

P: Lord, You have searched me and known me. 

 C: For you created my innermost parts; You wove me in my 

 mother’s womb. 

P: I will give thanks to You, because I am awesomely and 

wonderfully made. 

 C: Wonderful are Your works, and my soul knows it very 

 well. 

P: My frame was not hidden from You when I was made in secret, 

and skillfully formed in the depths of the earth. 

 C: Your eyes have seen my formless substance; and in Your 

 book were written all the days that were ordained for me, 

 when as yet there was not one of them. 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 
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The Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 12: 12, 18-26 (NASB)  

 For just as the body is one and yet has many parts, and all the parts 
of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 

 
 18 

But now God has arranged the parts, each one of them in the 
body, just as He desired. 

19 
If they were all one part, where would the 

body be? 
20 

But now there are many parts, but one body. 
21 

And the 
eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; or again, the 
head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 

22 
On the contrary, it is 

much truer that the parts of the body which seem to be weaker are 
necessary; 

23 
and those parts of the body which we consider less 

honorable, on these we bestow greater honor, and our less 
presentable parts become much more presentable, 

24 
whereas our 

more presentable parts have no need of it. But God has so 
composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that part 
which lacked, 

25 
so that there may be no division in the body, but 

that the parts may have the same care for one another. 
26 

And if one 
part of the body suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if a part is 

honored, all the parts rejoice with it. 

The Gradual: 

So the heathen shall fear the Name of the Lord and all the kings of 
the earth your glory. When the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall 

appear in his glory. Alleluia, alleluia. The Lord reigns, let the earth 
rejoice. Let the multitude of isles be glad thereof. Alleluia.  
(Psalm 102: 15, 16; 97: 1)  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  
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The Holy Gospel Lesson: (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

Luke 1: 41-45: 
 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her 

womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 
42 

And she cried 
out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb! 

43 
And how has it happened to me 

that the mother of my Lord would come to me? 
44 

For behold, when 
the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby leaped in my 
womb for joy. 

45 
And blessed is she who believed that there would 

be a fulfillment of what had been spoken to her by the Lord.” 
 

Luke 18: 15-17: 
Now they were bringing even their babies to Him so that He would 
touch them; but when the disciples saw it, they began rebuking 
them. 

16 
But Jesus called for the little ones, saying, “Allow the 

children to come to Me, and do not forbid them, for the kingdom of 
God belongs to such as these. 

17 
Truly I say to you, whoever does not 

receive the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all.” 
 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 

The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; The third 

day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 

the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Special Music 

8:30 Senior Choir—Dona Nobis Pacem (Arr. Hopson) 
 

Dona Nobis Pacem 
(Lord) Grant Us Peace 

 

11:00 Kurt Radke—Come To Me All Who Labor/I’ll Fly Away  
                                                                     (John Ylvisaker/Albert E. Brumley) 

The Announcements  

The Children’s Object Lesson 
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The Sermon Hymn:  

“Jesus Took The Babes and Blessed Them” (SBH260) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  

“From Invisible to Indispensable”  |  1 Corinthians 12: 12, 18-26 

1.       The wisdom, word, and way of the world. 
  
  

  
  
  
2.       The wisdom, word, weakness, and way of God. 
  
  
  
  
  
3.       Seeing the invisible and serving the weak with honor. 
  

  
  
  
  
  
4.       Being seen by the invisible, and served by the weak in humility. 
  
  
  
  
  

  
5.       The way of Christ, and the witness of the Church to a watching 
 world. 

  

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 
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The Installation of Church Council Members (both services) 

The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen. 
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The Closing Hymn:  
 

“Jesus, Tender Shepherd” (SBH235) 

The Silent Prayer & Chimes 

The Postlude: 

“Allegro Moderato” (G. F. Handel) 
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Announcements 

The altar flowers are presented with love by the children of Else Resosky in honor of Else on her 

90th birthday TODAY, Sunday, January 24, 2021. 

Known to be hospitalized: Sheran Allsopp—Genesis Health Care; Jack Moore is home on 

hospice care.  

Nursery Today: 8:30—Greta Kelly; 11:00—Claudia Patalong. 

Our pastors and congregation extend Christian love and sympathy to the Kanagy family 
upon the passing of Martha Kanagy on Sunday, January 10, 202l. A memorial service is being 
planned for the spring or summer; and to we extend Christian love and sympathy to family and 

friends of Joanne Haberland upon her death on Sunday, January 10, 2021. A private committal 
service will be held at the Queen of Heaven Cemetery on Wednesday, January 27, 2021 with a 

memorial service to follow this spring or summer.  

Our pastors and congregation extend Christian love and sympathy to Karen Thorhauer and 

family upon the passing of her mother, Regina “Jean” Silk on Sunday, January 17, 2021.  

ATTENTION XYZ PARTICIPANTS: Due to the new strain of Covid 19 that is even more 
contagious than the original we are canceling XYZ for the January meeting and will shoot to 
restart in February.  We don't want to do this, but do feel it is the best thing to do under the 

under  circumstances.  Watch for more information in upcoming weeks. 

OOPS—So Sorry for the Incorrect New Baby’s Name: Congratulations to Cassie (Pfeuffer) 

and Marcus Bollman upon the birth of their son BROOKS HUNTER born on Monday, 
December 14, 2020. Congrats also to grandparents Rick and Mary Ann and to Pat Drew for 

becoming a first-time great grandmother! 

Installation of New/Re-elected Council Members: The installation of new and re-elected 

council members will be held TODAY, Sunday, January 24 2021 at both services. 

Baby Bottle Blessing Event for our local Pittsburgh Women’s Care Clinic on Drake Road 
(Human Coalition): This year we do not have baby bottles available, so if you would like to make 
a donation, write a check made out to Ruthfred Lutheran Church with Human Coalition on the 
memo/note line and place it in the offering basket, or during the week you can take it to the 
church office. “The Women’s Clinic provides compassionate support to women and families in 
our community affected by unplanned pregnancies. They are a non-profit care clinic providing 

free medical services and accurate information on all options regarding an unplanned 
pregnancy. Human Coalition is building a pro-life, holistic, comprehensive care network to help 
rescue women and their children from abortion and serve their families.” Donations will be 
accepted January 24 through February 14. Contact Jill Kurtz with any questions. Thank you for 

your prayers and concern for these women in crisis. 

The Average Sunday School Attendance was incorrect on The Congregational Report For 

2020 that was printed in last Sunday’s bulletin. For the period 11/15-12/20/20, the correct 

average is 82. 
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COUNCIL ELECTION RESULTS 

Newly elected, or re-elected for a second term, at the Congregational Meeting held last 

Sunday, January 17, 2021, were: 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Rich Kleiser 

SECRETARY: Kris Wente 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

SUPERINTENDENT: Shane Cox 

 

TREASURER: Bill Ward 

ELDERS: (elect 3) *Don Roose 
  *Will Charlton 
  Eric Wente 

 

 TRUSTEES: (elect 2) *Tom Eld 
   Josh Cox 
 

8:30 DEACONS (elect 2) *Frank Fife 

  Chris Clark 

 

11:00 DEACONS: Sam Garloff 

 

* Indicates Incumbent 

Many thanks to those who have finished their terms and to those who graciously submitted 

their names for nomination. 
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YOUTH NEWS 
 
SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There Is SWAP tonight! 6-7:30pm at the Church 

 

TNT (9-12 Grade) 

TNT will be at the Church on Tuesday night 7-9pm 

 

FLY Convention 2021 (8-12 Grade) 

Registration for the 2021 FLY Convention in Estes Park (July 5-10) is open. If you would like to 

attend visit  https://www.flyconvention.org to register, the best rate ends in January, so be 

quick. Feel free to contact Brandon with questions 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

July 5-10 – 2021 FLY Convention 

Questions/concerns?   

Contact Brandon Fouks : Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715)-781-6063 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Herald Article Deadline is TODAY, Sunday, January 24th and the Email Publication Date 

is Monday, February 1st. 

HAPPY 90
TH

BIRTHDAY TO ELSE RESOSKY TODAY, Sunday, January 24, 2021. Please 

remember Else with birthday wishes and prayers. 

 

 

 

A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life 

On the March for Life: “We’ve shown up to celebrate and safeguard each one from 
the unborn to the elderly and everywhere in between … We’re leaning in to bring joy 
to the desperate and hope to the endangered. We’re reaching out to take community 
and opportunity even amid adversity. We’re marching forth to give courage and 
compassion. We’ve united today not simply to leave a sordid past behind but to leap 
ahead into a splendid future.” Pastor Michael Salemink, Executive Director of 
Mission and Ministry, Lutherans For Life  
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Adult SS Class Today In Large Classroom 

Pastor Carlson continues his adult Sunday School series going through the Gospel of Mark. We 

will listen to Mark tell the story of Jesus to first-century Christians as he explains who Jesus is, 

and what it is like to follow Jesus.  We will also look to see how the form and format which Mark 

uses is so important in articulating Jesus’ message.  This will be a great study to be a part of for 

those who have never read the Gospel of Mark, as well as for those who have studied it for a 

long time.  It will be a wonderful learning experience together! 

Today in the Upper Room 

Better Decisions--Fewer Regrets---- As our New Year will be filled with decisions—all of which 

can determine the direction and quality of our lives, please join us for our kick off series Better 

Decisions, Fewer Regrets, an Andy Stanley DVD Bible study. During the five week study, Andy 

Stanley will explore five key questions about honesty, storytelling, tension, wisdom, and love--- 

all key reflections to focus on as we make our decisions.  All are welcome to join us for this 5 

week series.  

 

 

Ruthfred Lutheran Preschool 

Registration now open for 2021-2022 school year! 

3 and 4 yr. old classes available 

Register online at ruthfred.org 

Contact Denise Stutzman for more details. 

DeniseStutzman@ruthfred.org 

mailto:DeniseStutzman@ruthfred.org
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Gifts to our Church 

Pastor’s Fund 

Given by Carolyn, Laura and Scott in loving memory of Bob Munro. 

Given by Bob and Gladys Reith in memory of Joann Haberland. 

Given by Bob and Gladys Reith in memory of Martha Kanagy. 

Current Fund 

Given by Hugh and Christine Welsh in memory of Ollie Weifenbach. 

Youth Fund 

Given by Kent and Donna Jarrett in memory of their cherished grandson Brian Ausefski, who 

was born on December 22, 1988. 

Digital Outreach Fund 

Given by Larry and Dorothy Schrott in remembrance of Nova Jones. 
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Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 

This Week At Ruthfred  

Today (1/24) HERALD ARTICLE DEADLINE 

 SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE SUNDAY 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY ELSE RESOSKY 
 8:30 a.m.— Worship Service  
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

 6:30 p.m.—GIFT Bible Study @ Glasser’s 

Monday (1/25) 

 9:30 a.m.—JTTW Leaders Meeting 

Tuesday (1/26) 
 4:00 p.m.—Sr. Confirmation Class 

 7:00 p.m.—Worship Team 

Wednesday (1/27) 
 9:45 a.m.—JTTW 
 5:45 p.m.—Children’s Choir 
 6:30 p.m.—Bell Choir 
 6:45 p.m.—Jr. & Sr. Confirmation Classes 
 6:45 p.m.—JTTW/KidsClub 

 7:30 p.m.—Senior Choir 

Sunday (1/31) 
 830 a .m.—Worship Service 
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 
 
 
We are delighted you have joined us. Today may God’s 

Word strengthen your faith, inspire curiosity and 

learning, and motivate your service of others. 
 

Attendance for Last Week: 
Church...198   Sunday School...106 

8:30 Live Stream...99 
JTTW (morn)…41 

JTTW (evening)...42  KidsTime...25 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Bryce C. McMinn| Associate Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorMcMinn@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

David Compel| Digital Outreach Coordinator 
(412) 609-9098 
DavidCompel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Denise Stutzman| Preschool Head Teacher 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 234) 
DeniseStutzman@ruthfred.org 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 

mailto:PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org
mailto:paulamikulan@ruthfred.org
mailto:RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org
mailto:BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org

