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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is  inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 
as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 
Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  

The Third Sunday in Advent, December 16, 2018 

Prelude: 

“Watchman, Tell 

Us Of the Night” 
(Peter Pindar Stearns) 

Pastoral and 

Fugue on “From 

Heaven On High” 

(Johan Pachelbel) 

“Breath Of 

Heaven” (8:30) 
(Amy Grant) 

Andrea Groves 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“Joy To The 
World” 
(SBH15) 
 
(Please stand as we 

join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 15) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the 

Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore 

we flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 

O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son 
to die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us 

true knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to 

thy Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake 
forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives 
the power to become children of God, and bestows upon them His 
Holy Spirit.  The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this O Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Rejoice in the Lord always. And again I say, Rejoice. Let your 

moderation be known unto all men. 

 C: The Lord is at hand. Be careful for nothing. 

P: But in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known unto God. Lord, you have been 

favorable unto your land. 

 C: You have brought back the captivity of Jacob.  
 (Philippians 4: 4-6; Psalm 85:1) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 18) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace that is from above, and for the salvation of our 

souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

churches of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house, and for them that in faith, piety and fear of 

God offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, pity and defend us, O God, by thy grace. 

 C: Amen. 

 

“Introit” means “to enter 
into,” and is a responsive 
reading meant to lead 
God’s forgiven children 
into the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is from the Greek 
word for Lord, which is 
the first word of the 
prayer.  Distinct from the 
confession of sin, it is a 
prayer for God to grant 
His mercy in every aspect 
of our lives and to supply 
us with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole world. 
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The Hymn of Praise:  

“What Child Is This” (SBH48) 
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The Collect:  

P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us pray: Lord, we beseech you, give ear to our prayers, and 
lighten the darkness of our hearts by your gracious visitation; who 
lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, 

world without end. 

C: Amen  

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 12(ESV) 

 You will say in that day: “I will give thanks to you, O LORD, for 
though you were angry with me, your anger turned away, that 
you might comfort me. 

2 
“Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, 

and will not be afraid; for the LORD GOD is my strength and my 

song, and he has become my salvation.” 
3 

With joy you will draw 
water from the wells of salvation. 

4 
And you will say in that day: 

“Give thanks to the LORD, call upon his name, make known his 
deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted. 

5 
“Sing 

praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be made 
known in all the earth. 

6 
Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of 

Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 



8 

The Psalm:  Psalm 98: 4-9 (ESV, Read Responsively) 

P: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into 

joyous song and sing praises! 

 C: Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and 

 the sound of melody! 

P: With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise 

before the King, the Lord! 

 C: Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those 

 who dwell in it! 

P: Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together 

before the Lord. 

 C: For he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world 

 with righteousness, and the peoples with equity. 

The Epistle Lesson: 1 Peter 1: 3-9 (ESV)  

 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According 
to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

4 
to an 

inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 

heaven for you, 
5 

who by God's power are being guarded through 
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

6 
In this you 

rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been 
grieved by various trials, 

7 
so that the tested genuineness of your 

faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by 
fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. 

8 
Though you have not seen him, you love 

him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and 
rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 

9 
obtaining 

the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

The Gradual: 

You that dwell between the Cherubim, shine forth, stir up your 
strength and come. Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you that leads 
Joseph like a flock. Alleluia, alleluia. Stir up your strength and come 

and save us. Alleluia. (Psalm 80: 1)  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  
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The Holy Gospel Lesson: Luke 2: 8-11 (ESV) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 

9 
And an angel of the Lord 

appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were filled with great fear. 

10 
And the angel said to them, 

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people. 

11 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David 

a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 

The Baptismal Hymn: (8:30) 

“Children Of The Heavenly Father” (SBH572) 

Today we are privileged to 

witness the sacrament of 

Holy Baptism. We believe 

that Baptism is God’s 

work.  It is not merely a 

symbolic application of 

water, but water used 

according to God’s 

command and in 

connection with His Word 

(see Matt. 28:19-20).  In 

Baptism God causes us to 

be born again through 

the washing of 

regeneration and renewal 

of the Holy Spirit (see Titus 

3:5 and 1 Peter 3:21).  For 

Augusta, Baptism marks 

the beginning of a new 

life in Christ that is 

nourished through a 

lifetime of continually 

hearing and learning 

God’s Word. 

The Baptism of  Augusta Evelyn Demkowicz 
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The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 

Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 

the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Lighting of the Third Advent Candle 

The Reading of the Prophecy: Isaiah 7: 14 

                         And Fulfillment: Matthew 1: 18 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 

The Special Music 

8:30 Senior Choir Anthem—An Advent Lullaby (Young) 

11:00 Andrea Groves—Breath Of Heaven (Amy Grant) 

An Advent Lullaby 

Lullaby, O lullaby. 

Come, Thou long expected Jesus, 
Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; 

Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art; 

Dear desire of every nation, 

Joy of every longing heart. 

Born Thy people to deliver, 
Born a child and yet a King; 
Born to reign in us forever, 

Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all sufficient merit 

Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
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The Sermon 

Hymn:  

“Rejoice, All Ye 
Believers” 

(SBH14) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  

“The Light of Joy is Proclaimed to the Shepherds”  |  Luke 2: 8-11 

Sermon Notes:  

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 

The Offering and Offertory: 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” (Forest Green) (Gordon Phillips) 
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 The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy king-

dom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us 

this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we for-
give those who trespass against us; Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen. 
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The Closing Hymn: 

“While Shepherds 

Watched” 
(SBH24) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude: 

“Come, Thou Long 

Expected Jesus” 
(Lee H. Bristol) 
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Announcements 

The altar flowers are presented by John and Emily Demkowicz in celebration of their one year 

wedding anniversary and the baptism of their daughter, Augusta Evelyn. 

Nursery Today: 8:30—Greta Kelly; during Sunday School—Vickie Hendershot; 11:00—Claudia 

Patalong. 

Known to be hospitalized:  Dorothy Jacox—St. Clair Hospital. 

Official Act: On Saturday, December 15, 2018 at 10:00 a.m., funeral services were held for Lois 

Funk in the sanctuary of our church. 

Official Act: On Saturday, December 15, 2018 at 2:30 p.m., Rebecca Boehme and Michael Bittel 
were married in the sanctuary of Ruthfred Lutheran Church. The congregation extends 

congratulations to Rebecca and Michael and wishes them a lifetime of God’s blessings. 

The 2019 Offering Envelopes are available for pick-up on the table by the elevator. PLEASE 

PICK UP YOUR ENVELOPES! 

The 2019 Flower Chart is now up. It is located by the water fountain in the Patterson Road 

hallway.  

Men’s new Monthly Video series, “Joe Gibbs, Game Plan for Life” begins this week. This is a 6 
week video series that will run till May. Topics include: God; The Bible; Salvation; Creation; Sin & 

Addiction; Finances. (There is an optional book to accompany the study for the over-achievers, 
available in e-book, audio and paper versions.  Week 1 will be Tuesday, December 18th  from 7-

8pm in the 3rd floor Sunday School room. 

Congratulations to Carolyn Munro on the birth of her grandson, Ethan Alexander, on 

November 13, 2018. Proud parents are Scott and Megan Munro of Olney, Maryland. 

New Year’s Eve Family Night: Join us at 7:00 p.m. for a brief devotion and time of singing. 
Food, games, and a movie will follow. Bring your favorite game and a snack to share. Come and 

go as you desire. We will welcome in 2019 with prayer at midnight.  
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GIFTS TO OUR CHURCH 

 

Pastor’s Fund 

Given by DeWayne and Martha Kanagy in memory of Janet Barger. 

Given by Sandra Zook in memory of Janet Barger. 

Given by Christopher and Marcia Clark in memory of Maggie Hatten. 

Given by Mark and Edda Sheatsley in memory of Maggie Hatten. 

Given by Caryl Hansen in memory of Maggie Hatten. 

Given by The Kovac Family in memory of Bob Peterson. 

Given by Michael and Lauren Sobek in celebration of the baptism of their son, Foster Douglas. 

Given by a friend in Christ in memory of Bob Peterson, Janet Barger and Maggie Hatten. 

Music Fund 

Given by DeWayne and Martha Kanagy in memory of Bob Peterson. 

Current Fund 

Given by Cliff and Joan Morton in memory of Janet Barger. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

GriefShare Support Group: If you or someone you know has lost a loved one, we will be 
hosting a 13-week session of the GriefShare Support Group beginning Monday, January 7th 
and meeting each Monday through April 1st.  Please contact Pastor Osier by January 1st at 
pastorosier@ruthfred.org if you are interested in attending so that sufficient materials may be 
ordered.  
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SUNDAY SCHOOL, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2018 

LARGE CLASS ROOM (Adult) 
Pastor Osier continues his series… 

"O Come, O Come Emmanuel!” 

Do you wonder where God is when bad things happen? Do you long to see justice served and 
brokenness fixed?  Do you struggle waiting for God to come to come and right the wrongs? So 
did the Old Testament prophet, Habakkuk.  Join us this Advent season as we see from his short 

book how to faithfully wait for the second coming of our Lord by trusting in what he 

accomplished at his first. 

UPPER ROOM (Adult) 
Eric Wente continues his series… 

“Because of Bethlehem—Love is Born, Hope is here” 

In this 4 session series, Max Lucado explores how the One who made everything, chose to make 
himself nothing, coming into our world as our savior. Jesus' birth gives us the promise that God 

is always near us, always for us, and always within us-- and that we no longer need to have 
marks on our record as a result of his sacrifice. All are welcome to join us on this journey to 

Bethlehem.    

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2018 Contributions: Financial contributions to be recorded in the year 2018 must be received 
by Monday, December 31, 2018. Contributions received after December 31st will be recorded in 

2019. 

 

Budgeted Funds as of November 30, 2018 

Member Donations Actual Expenses Approved Budget Expenses 

     $958,925      $916,266  $965,554 
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YOUTH NEWS 

TNT Christmas Party (9-12 Grade) 

We will be having our annual TNT Christmas party at the Huwe’s on December 22
nd

, 6pm-8pm. 

During that time, we will have a Christmas cookie decorating competition, and a white elephant 

gift exchange, please limit the price of your gift to around $10. 

 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

It’s the SWAP Christmas party tonight!!! From 6-8pm at church. SWAP is our weekly get together 

for 6-8 Graders, during this time we play games, have a Bible lesson, and get to know one 

another as we become a community in Christ.  

 

Brunch (9-12 Grade)  

On certain Sundays we host brunch after Church for the youth at the Fouks’ House. Brunch 

typically starts immediately after church, and goes until around 4pm. If you like good food, good 

company, and fun games, brunch is perfect for you.  

 

FLY (8-12 Grade) 

We will once again be attending the Free Lutheran Youth Convention this summer in Estes Park 

Colorado from July 1 to July 6, and it is time to begin the registration process. Make sure to keep 

a sharp eye out for the Ruthfred mailing that will contain all the information on what you need 

to do to register, if you didn’t receive a mailing, there is registration info and paperwork 

available outside of the youth office. This year the FLY trip will be open to 8 – 12 grade youth, so 

if you are currently in 7
th

 grade you will be eligible to attend. If you have any questions, 

comments, or concerns please contact Brandon immediately. 

 

             Save the Date 

 December 16 SWAP Christmas Party 

December 22 TNT Christmas Party 

July 1-6  FLY Convention 

Questions/Concerns? 
Contact Brandon Fouks: Fouksanator@gmail.com; (c) (715)-781-6063 
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Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 

This Week At Ruthfred  

Today (12/16) THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 8:30 a.m.— Worship Service  
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 

 11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

Tuesday (12/18) 

 7:00 p.m.—Men’s Night 

Wednesday (12/19) HERALD MAILING 
 10:30 a.m.—Nursery School Program 
 2:00 p.m.—Nursery School Program 
 5:45 p.m.—Children’s Choir 

 7:30 p.m.—Senior Choir 

Thursday (12/20) 
 7:00 p.m.—College & Career Group 

                                  Christmas Party 

Friday (11/21) 
 6:30 a.m.—Men’s Prayer Group @ Panera’s 

 
 

Welcome to worship this third week of Advent. May 
the Holy Spirit bless and strengthen you today. During 
the announcements, please sign the Friendship Pad 

and return it to the center aisle. 

Attendance for Last Week: 
Church...381    Sunday School...155 

JTTW (evening)...65  KidsTime...39 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Adam G. Osier| Assistant Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorOsier@ruthfred.org 
 

Kevin Czymbor| Vicar (Seminary Intern) 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 231) 
kevin@czymbor.net 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 860-6270 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 

Erin Campion  
Preschool Director 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

 
 Ruthfred Lutheran Church  

3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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