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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is  inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 
as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 
Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  

The Third Sunday in Advent, December 13, 2020 

Prelude: 

Pastorale and 

Fugue on “From 

Heaven On High” 

(Pachelbel) 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“Lift Up Your 
Heads, Ye Mighty 

Gates” 
(AMB1) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 41) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the 

Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore 

we flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 

O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son 
to die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us 

true knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to 

thy Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake 
forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives 
the power to become children of God, and bestows upon them His 
Holy Spirit.  The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this O Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: Rejoice in the Lord always. And again I say, Rejoice. Let your 

moderation be known unto all men. 

 C: The Lord is at hand. Be careful for nothing. 

P: But in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known unto God. Lord, you have been 

favorable unto your land. 

 C: You have brought back the captivity of Jacob.  
 (Philippians 4: 4-6; Psalm 85:1) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 41) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 48) 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

P: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is from the 
Greek word for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 
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The Hymn of Praise:  

“Faith of Our Fathers” (AMB142) 
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The Collect:  

P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us pray: Lord, we beseech you, give ear to our prayers, and 
lighten the darkness of our hearts by your gracious visitation; who 
lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, 

world without end. 

C: Amen  

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11(NASB) 

 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD anointed 
me to bring good news to the humble; He has sent me to bind up 
the brokenhearted, to proclaim release to captives and freedom to 
prisoners; 

2 
To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD and the day 

of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn, 
3 

To grant 
those who mourn in Zion, giving them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the cloak of praise instead 
of a disheartened spirit. so they will be called oaks of 
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified. 
4 

Then they will rebuild the ancient ruins, they will raise up the 
former devastations; and they will repair the ruined cities, the 
desolations of many generations. 

 
 8 

For I, the LORD, love justice, I hate robbery in the burnt offering; 
and I will faithfully give them their reward, and make an 
everlasting covenant with them. 

9 
Then their offspring will be 

known among the nations, and their descendants in the midst of 
the peoples. All who see them will recognize them because they 
are the offspring whom the LORD has blessed. 

10 
I will rejoice 

greatly in the LORD, my soul will be joyful in my God; for He has 
clothed me with garments of salvation, He has wrapped me with a 

robe of righteousness, as a groom puts on a turban, and as a bride 
adorns herself with her jewels. 

11 
For as the earth produces its 

sprouts, and as a garden causes the things sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up 
before all the nations. 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 
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The Psalm:  Psalm 126 (NASB, Read Responsively) 

P: When the Lord brought back the captives of Zion, we were like 

those who dream. 

 C: Then our mouth was filled with laughter and our tongue 

 with joyful shouting; then they said among the nations, 

 “The Lord has done great things for them.” 

P: The Lord has done great things for us; we are joyful. 

 C: Restore our fortunes, Lord, as the streams in the South. 

P: Those who sow in tears shall harvest with joyful shouting. 

 C: One who goes here and there weeping, carrying his bag 

 of seed, shall indeed come again with a shout of joy, 

 bringing his sheaves with him. 

The Epistle Lesson: James 5: 7-11 (NASB)  

 Therefore be patient, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the 
Lord. The farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being 
patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains. 

8 
You too be 

patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is 

near. 
9 

Do not complain, brothers and sisters, against one another, so 
that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at 
the door. 

10 
As an example, brothers and sisters, of suffering and 

patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 
Lord. 

11 
We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of 

the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord’s 

dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful. 

The Gradual: 

You that dwell between the Cherubim, shine forth, stir up your 
strength and come. Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you that leads 
Joseph like a flock. Alleluia, alleluia. Stir up your strength and come 

and save us. Alleluia. (Psalm 80: 1)  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  
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The Holy Gospel Lessons: John 1: 6-8, 19-28 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord.” 

 A man came, one sent from God, and his name was John. 
7 

He came 
as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe 
through him. 

8 
He was not the Light, but he came to testify about 

the Light. 
 
 19 

This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and 

Levites to him from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 
20 

And he 
confessed and did not deny; and this is what he confessed: “I am not 
the Christ.” 

21 
And so they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 

And he said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, 
“No.” 

22 
Then they said to him, “Who are you? Tell us, so that we may 

give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?” 

23 
He said, “I am THE VOICE OF ONE CALLING OUT IN THE 

WILDERNESS, ‘MAKE THE WAY OF THE LORD STRAIGHT,’ as Isaiah the 
prophet said.” 

24 
And the messengers had been sent from the 

Pharisees. 
25 

They asked him, and said to him, “Why then are you 

baptizing, if you are not the 
[v]

Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?” 

26 
John answered them, saying, “I baptize in water, but 

among you stands One whom you do not know. 
27 It is He who 

comes after me, of whom I am not worthy even to untie the strap of 
His sandal.” 

28 
These things took place in Bethany beyond the 

Jordan, where John was baptizing people. 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A+6-28&version=NASB#fen-NASB-26063v
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The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; The third 
day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 

Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 

the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Lighting of the Third Advent Candle 

The Reading of the Prophecy: Isaiah 53: 7 

                         And Fulfillment: John 1: 29 

The Special Music  

8:30 Senior Choir—”An Advent Alleluia” (Wagner) 

11:00 Sue Swan—”Mary Did You Know” (Mark Lowry & Buddy Greene) 

An Advent Alleluia 
  

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee. Alleluia. 

 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King. 

Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. Alleluia. 

The Announcements (Please be seated) 

The Children’s Object Lesson 

 



11 

The Sermon 

Hymn:  

“Angels, From The 
Realms Of Glory” 

(SBH31) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  

“The Eternal Son of God”  |  James 5: 7-11 

 

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 
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 The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy king-

dom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us 

this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we for-
give those who trespass against us; Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen. 
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The Closing Hymn: 

“Once in Royal 

David’s City” 
(AMB37) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude: 

“Come Thou Long 

Expected Jesus” 
(Bristol) 
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Announcements 

The altar flowers are presented by John and Emily Demkowicz in honor of their 3rd wedding 

anniversary and Augusta Demkowicz’s baptism. 

Known to be hospitalized: Nova Jones—St. Clair Hospital; RJ Pfeiffer—Shadyside Hospital. 

Nursery Today: 8:30—Greta Kelly; 11:00—Claudia Patalong. 

Official Act: On Tuesday evening, December 8th, Pastor Carlson officiated at the funeral service 

for Lois Jeane Varuola, mother of Jeanne Szalinski, at the Slater Funeral Home in Greentree. Our 

pastors and congregation extend Christian love and sympathy to Jeanne and her family. 

Bible Readings for the Week of Sunday December 13th: 

           Sunday, 12/13             2 Thessalonians 1-3            Thursday, 12/17       Hebrews 1-6 
           Monday, 12/14            1 Timothy 1-6                      Friday, 12/18            Hebrews 7-10 
           Tuesday, 12/15            2 Timothy 1-4                      Saturday, 12/19       Hebrews 11-13 

           Wednesday, 12/16      Titus 1-3 & Philemon 1 

Baptist Home Angel Tree: The gifts need to be wrapped and returned no later than December 

13th. If you have any questions call Jan Ruzicka. 724-941-3572.  

USED JIGSAW PUZZLES:  Wondering what to do with all the jigsaw puzzles you put together 
during COVID?  The Allegheny County Jail will take them!  For adults, any size.  There will be a 
tote box in the fireside lounge throughout December or you can drop them off at the Kurtz 

house (mudroom under the front door) or arrange with Jill to pick them up.  Thank you! 

2020 Contributions: Financial contributions to be recorded in the year 2020 must be received 
by Thursday, December 31, 2020. Contributions received after December 31st will be recorded in 

2021. 

The 2021 Flower Chart is now available for your Sunday reservations for altar flowers. It is 

located by the water fountain in the Patterson Road hallway. Sign-up today! 

Thank You: I will like to thank all for their prays, cards, calls, etc. during my recent surgery and 

recuperation. I am blessed to be part of such a wonderful church family. Linda Eld  

City Mission Food Sundays, First Sunday of Every Month: We want to get this service project 
going again.  Some things have changed, the mission no longer picks up food donations, so we 
will need a few volunteers to deliver. COVID has really impacted donations coming in,and when 
we spoke with a woman at the mission, she said they are in desperate need of food for their 
pantry. There is a flyer on the downstairs bulletin board with staple items they can always use. 
No glass please. There will be a box/bin outside the kitchen the first Sunday of the month for 
your donations. If you would like to make a delivery to the mission, please contact Jill or Roger 

Kurtz.  Thank you for remembering those struggling to put food on their tables. 
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YOUTH NEWS 

SWAP Christmas Party (6-8 Grade) 

Our SWAP Christmas party will be December 20, 6-9pm at the Church. If you wish to 

participate in the gift exchange, please bring a silly/simple gift. 

 

TNT (9-12 Grade) 

We will be having TNT every Tuesday from 7-9pm at Church. 

 

TNT Christmas Party (9-12 Grade) 

The TNT Christmas Party will be on Friday, December 18th from 5-9pm at the Church. We will 

be having a white elephant gift exchange, holiday games, etc.  

 
SAVE THE DATE 

 

December 18 – TNT Christmas Party 

December 20 – SWAP Christmas Party 
 

Questions/concerns?   

Contact Brandon Fouks : Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715)-781-6063 

Adult SS Class Today In Large Classroom 

Pastor Carlson continues his adult Sunday School series.  We will be going through the Gospel 
of Mark. The goal is for this to be a 15-week overview of the whole Gospel which we will 
cover between now and Christmas.  We will listen to Mark tell the story of Jesus to first-century 
Christians as he explains who Jesus is, and what it is like to follow Jesus.  We will also look to 
see how the form and format which Mark uses is so important in articulating Jesus’ 
message.  This will be a great study to be a part of for those who have never read the Gospel 
of Mark, as well as for those who have studied it for a long time.  It will be a wonderful 

learning experience together! 

Thank you for the Adopt A Family Gift cards!!! “It is with the sincerest gratitude and 
appreciation that I wish to thank all of you for your kindness and generosity during such a 
difficult year. Each gift card donated will go to a local neighbor in need this Christmas, 
bringing the much-needed spark of magic in their homes. You are the magic this Christmas. 
Thank you so very much for your donations, I’m overjoyed at the numbe of families who can 
now celebrate Christmas because of you!”   

~Pamela, President of Adopt a Family South Hills 
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Members of our Youth Group are going to be performing Christmas songs to spread some 

holiday cheer. They will be joined by some friends from other churches in the AFLC and our 

very own children’s choir to sing some Christmas songs too! Plus there will be special 

appearances and Christmas greeting surprises that Ruthfred will love to see. We would love the 

whole congregation, friends and family to watch and sing along. 

 

When: Sunday December 20th @5:00 PM. 

Where: www.Ruthfred.org, YouTube and Facebook.  

http://www.ruthfred.org/
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Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 

This Week At Ruthfred  

Today (12/13) Third Sunday of Advent 
 8:30 a.m.— Worship Service  
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 

 11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

Monday (12/14) 
 7:00 p.m.—Elders’ Prayer Time 

 7:30 p.m.—Council Meeting 

Tuesday (12/15) 

 4:00 p.m.—Senior Confirmation Class 

 7:00 p.m.—Worship Team 

Wednesday (12/16) 
 5:45 p.m.—Children’s Choir 
 6:30 p.m.—Bell Choir 
 6:45 p.m.—Jr. & Sr. Confirmation Classes 

 7:30 p.m.—Senior Choir 

Thursday (12/17) 
 2:00 p.m.—Ruth 

 7:00 p.m.—Men’s Night 

Friday (12/18) 
 11:00 a.m.—Preschool Christmas Program 

  Fellowship Hall 

Saturday (12/19) 
 5:00 p.m.—Contemporary Liturgical  

                            Worship Service 

Sunday (12/20) Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 8:30 a.m.—Worship Service 
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 
 
Welcome, family of Christ! Each person adds to our 

worship. Thank you for being here. 
 

Attendance for Last Week: 
Church…249   Sunday School...74 
8:30 Live Stream Participants...81 
JTTW (even)...35   KidsTime...24 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Bryce C. McMinn| Associate Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorMcMinn@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

David Compel| Digital Outreach Coordinator 
(412) 609-9098 
DavidCompel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Denise Stutzman 
Preschool Head Teacher 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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