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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering 
basket. 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and her charter the following 
year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church has been a congregation 
rooted in the conviction that the Bible is inspired by God, 
living and active, capable to produce faith in its hearers, 
and true and faithful in all its parts.  As such, our 
preaching and teaching aim to be faithful to its correct 

interpretation and is central to our worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

 

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 

Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  

The Transfiguration of our Lord, February 14, 2021 
Quinquagesima Sunday 

Prelude: 
 

“Cantabile” 

(Cesar Franck) 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“O Love That Wilt 

Not Let Me Go” 
(SBH402) 
 
(Please stand as we 
join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 15) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the Name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we 

flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 

O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son to 

die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us true 
knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to thy 

Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake forgives 
us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives the power 
to become children of God, and bestows upon them His Holy Spirit.  

The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this O 

Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: The lightnings lightened the world. 

 C: The earth trembled and shook. 

P: How amiable are your tabernacles, O Lord of hosts. 

 C: My soul longs, yes, even faints for the courts of the Lord. 
(Psalm 77: 18; 84: 1-2) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 17) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 18) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace that is from above, and for the salvation of our 

souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

churches of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house, and for them that in faith, piety and fear of 

God offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, pity and defend us, O God, by thy grace. 

 C: Amen. 

 

 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is Latin for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 
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The Hymn of 

Praise:  

“Sweet Is The 

Work, My God, My 
King” 

(SBH183) 
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The Collect:  
P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us pray: O God, who, in the glorious Transfiguration of your 
only-begotten Son, has confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the 
testimony of the Fathers, and who, in the voice that came from the 
bright cloud did in a wonderful manner foreshow the adoption of 
sons. In your mercy, make us, by your grace, to be co-heirs with the 
King of his glory, and bring us into the joy of eternal life; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.  

 C: Amen  

The Old Testament Lesson: Exodus 34: 29-35 (NASB) 

 And it came about, when Moses was coming down from Mount 
Sinai (and the two tablets of the testimony were in Moses’ hand as 
he was coming down from the mountain), that Moses did not know 
that the skin of his face shone because of his speaking with 
Him. 

30 
So when Aaron and all the sons of Israel saw Moses, behold, 

the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to approach 
him. 

31 
Then Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the rulers in 

the congregation returned to him; and Moses spoke to 
them. 

32 
Afterward all the sons of Israel came near, and he 

commanded them to do everything that the LORD had spoken to 
him on Mount Sinai. 

33 
When Moses had finished speaking with 

them, he put a veil over his face. 
34 

But whenever Moses went in 
before the LORD to speak with Him, he would take off the veil until 
he came out; and whenever he came out and spoke to the sons of 
Israel what he had been commanded, 

35 
the sons of Israel would 

see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone. So Moses 
would put the veil back over his face until he went in to speak with 

Him. 

The Psalm: Psalm 50: 1-6 (NASB, Read Responsively) 
P: The Mighty One, God, the Lord, has spoken and summoned the 
earth, from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
 

 C: Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God has shone. 
 

P: May our God come and not keep silent; fire devours before Him, 
and a storm is violently raging around Him. 
 

 C: He summons the heavens above, and the earth, to judge 
His people. 

 

P: “Gather My godly ones to Me, those who have made a covenant 
with Me by sacrifice.” 

 

 C: And the heavens declare His righteousness, for God 

Himself is judge. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 
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The Epistle Lesson: 2 Corinthians 3: 12-4: 6 (NASB) 

 Therefore, having such a hope, we use great boldness in 
our speech, 

13 
and we are not like Moses, who used to put a veil over 

his face so that the sons of Israel would not stare at the end of what 
was fading away. 

14 
But their minds were hardened; for until this 

very day at the reading of the old covenant the same veil remains 
unlifted, because it is removed in Christ. 

15 
But to this day whenever 

Moses is read, a veil lies over their hearts; 
16 

but whenever someone 
turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 

17 
Now the Lord is the Spirit, 

and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
18 

But we all, 
with unveiled faces, looking as in a mirror at the glory of the Lord, 
are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just 
as from the Lord, the Spirit. 

 

 4 Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we received mercy, we 

do not lose heart, 
2 

but we have renounced the things hidden 
because of shame, not walking in trickery nor distorting the word of 
God, but by the open proclamation of the truth commending 
ourselves to every person’s conscience in the sight of God. 

3 
And 

even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 
4 

in 
whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelieving so that they will not see the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

5 
For we do not preach 

ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-
servants on account of Jesus. 

6 
For God, who said, “Light shall shine 

out of darkness,” is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the 

Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

The Gradual: 

 You are fairer than the children of men. Grace is poured into your 
lips. The Lord said unto my Lord, sit at my right hand until I make 
thine enemies your footstool. Alleluia, alleluia. Sing unto the Lord, 

bless his Name; show forth his salvation from day to day. Declare his 
glory among the heathen, his wonders among all people. Alleluia. 
(Psalm 45: 2; Psalm 110: 1)  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 
 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  
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The Holy Gospel Lesson: Mark 9: 2-9 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

And six days later Jesus took with Him Peter, James, and John, 
and brought them up on a high mountain by themselves. And 
He was transfigured before them; 

3 
and His garments became 

radiant and exceedingly white, as no launderer on earth can 
whiten them. 

4 
And Elijah appeared to them along with Moses; 

and they were talking with Jesus. 
5 

Peter responded and said to 
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here; let’s make three 
tabernacles, one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 

6 
For 

he did not know how to reply; for they became terrified. 
7 

Then a 
cloud formed, overshadowing them, and a voice came out of the 
cloud: “This is My beloved Son; listen to Him!” 

8 
And suddenly 

they looked around and saw no one with them anymore, except 
Jesus alone. 

9 
As they were coming down from the mountain, He 

gave them orders not to relate to anyone what they had seen, 

until the Son of Man rose from the dead. 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 

The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 

Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 

the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 
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The Special Music 
8:30 Senior Choir—High Upon a Mountain (arr. Larson) 

11:00 Andrew Vogel, cello—O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus 

High Upon a Mountain 
 

High upon a mountain, in a quiet place, 
they were prayin’, prayin’, prayin’. 

Peter, James and John with Jesus in that place, 
they were prayin’, prayin’, prayin’. 

 

When there came forth from the face of Jesus  
a brilliant light gleaming like the sun. 

His raiment all aglow, and white as the whitest snow  
with radiance brightly shining. 

 
Then appeared Elijah, with Moses at his side, 

speaking to Jesus of the coming days; 
speaking of Jerusalem and of great sorrow;  

speaking of destiny. 
 

High upon a mountain Peter, James and John 

heard the power of Christ proclaimed: 
“This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased; 

my beloved Son in whom I’m pleased.” 

The Announcements  

The Children’s Object Lesson 
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 The Sermon 

Hymn:  

“More Love To 
Love To Thee, O 

Christ” 
(SBH392) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  

“YOU are God’s Valentine to the World”  |  2 Corinthians 3: 12-4:6 

 

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 
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The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give 

us this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May he make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

May he lift up His countenance upon you and give you His peace. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
(Numbers 6:24-26)  

 C: Amen. 
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The Closing Hymn: 

“I Love To Tell The 

Story” 
(AMB304, 2 pages) 
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The Closing Hymn: 

“I Love To Tell The 

Story” 
(AMB304) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude: 

“Fanfare” 
(N. J. Lemens) 
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Announcements 

The altar flowers are presented by Pete Huwe in honor of Jill on Valentine’s Day. ‘1 Peter 3: 4 

“The unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight.”’ 

Altar flowers are still available for many Sundays throughout the year. Sign up today! 

Known to be hospitalized: None. Please be in pray for Dick Thomas and Marcia Pavesi as they 

undergo treatments for their individual cancers. 

Nursery Today: 8:30—Greta Kelly; 11:00—Claudia Patalong. 

Official Act: On Friday, February 12, 2021 at 11:00 a.m., a memorial service was held for Sharon 

Robbins, 57, in the sanctuary of our church.  

Baby Bottle Blessing Event for our local Pittsburgh Women’s Care Clinic on Drake Road 

(Human Coalition): Donations will be accepted January 24 through February 14. Contact Jill 

Kurtz with any questions. Thank you for your prayers and concern for these women in crisis. 

Shepherds: Please be sure to pick up the envelopes of the members of your flock for delivery to 
them at home. We greatly appreciate your attention to this task. So many envelopes are waiting 

to be delivered. 

A Youth Director Search Committee has been appointed by Church Council. Members are Pete 
(chair) and Jill Huwe, Don and Barb Roose, Shane and Kate Cox, David and Lauren Compel, 

Denise and Jonathan Stutzman and Eric and Kris Wente. 

Thank You: I would like to thank all my brothers and sisters in our Lord for all the cards, notes 

and phone calls I received during and after my hospitalization and rehab followed by my 91st 
birthday shortly after returning home.  Being a long time member of Ruthfred has always been 

such a blessing to me and my family.   Bob Reith  

Thank You: I would like to thank the members of Ruthfred Lutheran Church for all their prayers 

during these recent months and especially during my recent surgery. There is nothing like the 

power of prayer. Tracy Rostauscher 

Thank You: Will Vogel extends his thanks for the wonderful birthday cards and wishes that he 
received from church members. We are blessed to have a such a faithful and caring church 

family at Ruthfred.  

Digital Outreach Fund: Given by Jill and Pete Huwe in memory of Nova Jones. 

Digital Outreach Fund: Given by Chris Sopoci in loving memory of Carol Kletch. 

Pastor’s Fund: Given by Shirley Tadda in loving memory of Dorothy Jacox. 

Current Fund: Given by Frank & Carol Kunkel and Robert & Mickey Kunkel in memory and 

honor of Barb Bright. 
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YOUTH NEWS: 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There Is SWAP tonight! 6-7:30pm at the Church 

 

TNT (9-12 Grade) 

TNT will be at the Church on Tuesday night 7-9pm 

 

Summer Trip 2021 (8-12 Grade) 

In the wake of the cancelation of FLY 2021 the Association Retreat Center (ARC) in Osceola WI 

has stepped up to offer an option for youth groups looking for an alternative. This event will be 

taking place June 26 - July 2. Registration information will be available this week, for those that 

are confident they would like to attend please sign up outside the youth office. 

 

30 Hour Famine (6-12 Grade) 

Every year we participate in a nationwide event called 30-hour famine to raise money and 

awareness for world hunger. During this event kids participate in games, a can drive, learn 

about poverty, and sleep at the church, all while going without food themselves. Cost: $25 | 

Date: Feb 26-27 

SAVE THE DATE 

February 26-27 – 30 Hour Famine 

June 27-July2 – 2021 ARC Camp 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Questions/concerns?   

Contact Brandon Fouks : Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715)-781-6063 

Adult SS Class Today In Large Classroom 

Pastor Carlson’s “Gospel of Mark” Adult Sunday School Class will be studying the last three 
chapters of Mark during the month of February as we look at Holy Thursday, Good Friday and 

Easter Sunday in the closing chapters of the Gospel. Even if you have not attended before, this is 

a perfect time to come! 

Today in the Upper Room 

Better Decisions--Fewer Regrets---- As our New Year will be filled with decisions—all of which 
can determine the direction and quality of our lives, please join us for our kick off series Better 
Decisions, Fewer Regrets, an Andy Stanley DVD Bible study. During the five week study, Andy 
Stanley will explore five key questions about honesty, storytelling, tension, wisdom, and love--- all 
key reflections to focus on as we make our decisions.  All are welcome to join us for this 5 week 

series.  
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This Week At Ruthfred  

Today (2/14) HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY 

8:30 a.m.— Worship Service  
9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 

11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

Monday (2/15) 
 9:30 a.m.—JTTW Leaders Meeting 

 9:30 a.m.—Craft & Sew 

Tuesday (2/16) 
 4:00 p.m.—Sr. Confirmation Class 

 7:00 p.m.—Worship Team 

Wednesday (2/17) Ash Wednesday 
 6:30 a.m.—Sunrise Service 

 7:00 a.m.—Breakfast 
 9:45 a.m.—JTTW 
 2:00 p.m.—Communion Lenten Service 
 5:45 p.m.—Children’s Choir 
 6:00-7:00 p.m.—Soup & Sandwich Supper 
 6:15 p .m.—Jr. & Sr. Confirmation Classes  
 6:30 p.m.—Bell Choir 
 7:00 p.m.—Senior Choir (& after Lenten service) 

 7:30 p.m.—Communion Lenten Service 

Thursday (2/18) 
 2:00 p.m.—Ruth 

 7:00 p.m.—Men’s Night 

Saturday (2/20) 
 5:00 p.m.—Contemporary Liturgical 

                             Worship Service 

Sunday (2/21) 
 8:30 a.m.—Worship Service 
 9:35 a.m.—Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 
 
 

“Exalt the Lord our God and worship at his 

footstool’ [for] he is holy” (Psalm 99.5, NIV). 

Welcome.  

Attendance for Last Week: 
Church...269   Sunday School...97 

8:30 Live Stream...83 
JTTW (morn)…45...On Line...11 

Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Bryce C. McMinn| Associate Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorMcMinn@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

David Compel| Digital Outreach Coordinator 
(412) 609-9098 
DavidCompel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Denise Stutzman| Preschool Head Teacher 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 234) 
DeniseStutzman@ruthfred.org 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 
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