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We are delighted to have you with us this morning as we gather to  
worship the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

If you are visiting today, we are glad you are here!   Whether you are visiting from 
out of town, seeking a new church home, or for any other reason, thank you for 
choosing to worship with us.  We would love to get in touch with you.  Please fill out 
your contact information in the red folder at the end of your pew, or fill out the 
information on the back cover of this bulletin, and place it in the offering plate as it 
passes before you. 
 

About Us: 
Since her opening service on Christmas Eve in 1948 and 
her charter the following year, Ruthfred Lutheran Church 
has been a congregation rooted in the conviction that the 
Bible is inspired by God, living and active, capable to 
produce faith in its hearers, and true and faithful in all 
its parts.  As such, our preaching and teaching aim to be 
faithful to its correct interpretation and is central to our 

worship of God.   

Our Divine Service, called the “Common Service,” 
possesses a rich history that stems from the early days of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  It is centered upon God’s 
Word, and proclaims the realities of God’s abundant 
grace in Jesus Christ from its start to its close.  If this is a 
new form of worship for you, this bulletin will serve as a 
welcome companion.  The order of service begins on 

page 3.   

The Divine Service begins as our organist begins the 
Prelude.  When the music starts, please quiet your hearts 

as you prayerfully prepare for worship. 

 

Our cover is a paper cut or scherenschnitte created specially for our church by our very own 
Kathryn Carr.  The artwork will reflect liturgical and Ruthfred-specific themes that occur 

throughout the year.  

 

Welcome to Ruthfred Lutheran Church! 

Member of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (www.aflc.org) 
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The Divine Service of the Word  

The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost, November 8, 2020 

Prelude: 
 

“Elegy” 

(G. T. Thalben-Ball) 

Nimrod from 

Enigma 

Variations 

(Edward Elgar) 

The Opening 

Hymn:  

“Eternal Father! 
Strong to Save” 
(SBH338) 
 
(Please stand as we 

join our hearts in 
song) 
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We confess our sins at 
the beginning of each 
service, because we are 
coming into the 
presence of a holy 
God.  Though we are 
sinners who daily 
struggle with sin , we 
are invited to come to 
Him to receive the 
forgiveness of sin 
earned for us by Jesus.  
Through this 
forgiveness, we are 
given a right standing 
before  a holy God. 
 
Because sin is both 
corporate and 
personal, we confess 
our sins together, and 
privately in the silence 
of our hearts. 

The Call to Worship  
 

Pastor (P): We open this service in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen 

The Confession of Sin (SBH, p. 41) 

Pastor (P): Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart, and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching him, in the Name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord  

 Congregation (C): Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

 C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

P: Let us bow or kneel for the confession of our sin. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess 
unto thee, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we 
have sinned against thee by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we 

flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring thy 

grace, for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

(Silent Prayer of Personal Confession) 

Together: 

O most merciful God, who hast given thine only-begotten Son to 

die for us, have mercy upon us, and for his sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by thy Holy Spirit increase in us true 
knowledge of thee and of thy will, and true obedience to thy 

Word, that by thy grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

The Absolution:  

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and 
has given his only-begotten son to die for us, and for his sake forgives 
us all our sins.  To those who believe on his name, He gives the power 
to become children of God, and bestows upon them His Holy Spirit.  

The one who believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this O 

Lord, unto us all. 

 C: Amen 

The Absolution is based 
upon God’s instruction 
in Luke 24:47 that 
repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins 
should be widely 
proclaimed in the name 
of Jesus. (See also1 
John. 1:9). 
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The Introit (Read Responsively; Please stand) 

P: If You, Lord, should mark iniquities. 

 C: O Lord, who shall stand? But there is forgiveness with 

You. 

P: That You may be feared. Out of the depths have I cried unto You, 

O Lord. 

 C: Lord, hear my voice. (Psalm 130: 1, 3) 

The Gloria Patri (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 41) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen.  

The Kyrie (Sung in Unison; SBH p. 48) 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

P: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

“Introit” means “to 
enter into,” and is a 
responsive reading 
meant to lead God’s 
forgiven children into 
the worship of Him.  
The words are from 
Scripture, and relate to 
the theme of the day in 
the liturgical calendar.  

“Kyrie” is Latin for Lord, 
which is the first word 
of the prayer.  Distinct 
from the confession of 
sin, it is a prayer for 
God to grant His mercy 
in every aspect of our 
lives and to supply us 
with all our  needs, 
personally, corporately 
and for the whole 
world. 
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“The Hymn of Praise 

“Blessed Assurance” (AMB511, vs 1&3) 
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The Collect:  

P: The Lord be with you: 

 C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Let us pray: O God, our refuge and strength, author of all 
godliness. Be ready, we beseech you, to hear the devout prayers of 
your church and grant that those things which we ask faithfully may 
effectively be obtained; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Ghost, one God, world 

without end.  

 C: Amen  

The Old Testament Lessons: Amos 5: 18-24 (NASB) 

 Woe to you who are longing for the day of the LORD, for what 
purpose will the day of the LORD be to you? It will be darkness and 
not light; 

19 
As when a man flees from a lion and a bear confronts 

him, or he goes home, leans with his hand against the wall, and a 
snake bites him. 

20 Will the day of the LORD not be darkness instead of 

light, even gloom with no brightness in it? 
21 

“I hate, I reject your 
festivals, nor do I delight in your festive assemblies. 

22 
Even though 

you offer up to Me burnt offerings and your grain offerings, I will not 
accept them; and I will not even look at the peace offerings of your 
fattened oxen. 

23 
Take away from Me the noise of your songs; I will 

not even listen to the sound of your harps. 
24 

But let justice roll out 

like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

The Psalm: Psalm 70 (NASB) 

P: God, hurry to save me; Lord, hurry to help me!  

 C: May those who seek my life be put to shame and 

humiliated; may those who delight in my harm be turned 

back and dishonored.  

P: May those who say, “Aha, aha!” be turned back because of their 

shame. 

 C: May all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You; and may 
those who love Your salvation say continually, “May God be 

exalted!”  

P: But I am afflicted and needy; hurry to me, God!  

 C: You are my help and my savior; Lord, do not delay. 

God’s chief means of 
extending His grace to 
His children is through 
His Word.  Hearing it 
and learning it are 
central to His proper 
worship. 

The “collect” is a prayer 
of the day for each day 
in the liturgical calen-
dar.  It is meant to 
“collect” the prayers of 
God’s people. 
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The Epistle Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18 (NASB) 

 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about 
those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as indeed the rest of 
mankind do, who have no hope. 

14 
For if we believe that Jesus died 

and rose from the dead, so also God will bring with Him those who 
have fallen asleep through Jesus. 

15 
For we say this to you by the word 

of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the 
Lord will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 

16 
For the Lord 

Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise 
first. 

17 
Then we who are alive, who remain, will be caught up together 

with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will 
always be with the Lord. 

18 
Therefore, comfort one another with these 

words. 

The Gradual: 
 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 

together in unity. The Lord commanded the blessing even life for 
evermore. Alleluia, alleluia. Praise the Lord, O my soul. While I live I will 
praise the Lord. I will sing praises to my God. Alleluia.  

 (Psalm 133: 1, 3; 146: 1,2)  

The Alleluia (Sung in Unison) 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The Holy Gospel Lesson: Matthew 25: 1-13 (NASB) 

The Congregation shall rise and sing, “Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten virgins, who 
took their lamps and went out to meet the groom. 

2 
Five of them were 

foolish, and five were prudent. 
3 

For when the foolish took their lamps, 
they did not take extra oil with them; 

4 
but the prudent ones took oil in 

flasks with their lamps. 
5 

Now while the groom was delaying, they all 
became drowsy and began to sleep. 

6 
But at midnight there finally was 

a shout: ‘Behold, the groom! Come out to meet him.’ 
7 

Then all those 
virgins got up and trimmed their lamps. 

8 
But the foolish virgins said to 

the prudent ones, ‘Give us some of your oil, because our lamps are 
going out.’ 

9 
However, the prudent ones answered, ‘No, there most 

certainly would not be enough for us and you too; go instead to the 
merchants and buy some for yourselves.’ 

10 
But while they were on 

their way to buy the oil, the groom came, and those who were ready 

went in with him to the wedding feast; and the door was shut. 
11 

Yet 
later, the other virgins also came, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open up for 
us.’ 

12 
But he answered, ‘Truly I say to you, I do not know you.’ 

13 
Be on 

the alert then, because you do not know the day nor the hour. 

The Congregation shall sing, “Praise be to Thee, O Christ.” 

The “Gradual” (Latin for 
step) is a liturgical 
reading bridging the 
readings of the epistle 
and the Gospel.  It is 
comprised of Scripture, 
mostly the Psalms. 

“Alleluia” is Hebrew for 
“Praise the Lord.”  
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The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed (Confessed in Unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and Earth 

And In Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried:  He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christian Church, the 

Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of 

the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Special Music 
8:30 Senior Choir—Precious Jesus (Althouse) 

11:00 —God Is My Shepherd (Pryor and Nolan) 
Peggy Glasser and April Blackston 

Robert Vogel, piano 

The Announcements  

The Children’s Object Lesson 

 

Precious Jesus 
 

All that I am and all that I can be,  
all that I know and all that I can see: 

these are the things my Jesus gave to me,  
Jesus, my Lord and friend. 

 
Once I was alone and day seemed dark as night 

Once I was blind, but I’ve been given sight. 
Jesus, my redeemer, led me to the light, 

Jesus, my Lord and friend. 
 

Precious Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
You’re my life, my joy, my friend. 

Precious Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
Your love is a love without end. 

 
Now, like a shepherd, He guides me on my way. 

Now I will follow; I cannot go astray. 

Jesus, keep me near you; this I humbly pray. 
Jesus, my Lord and friend. 
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 The Sermon 

Hymn:  

“Christ Returneth” 
(AMB159) 
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The Sermon is the central 
component of our Worship.  
In it, we hear God’s word 
taught and explained.  We 
hear His Law, convicting of 
sin and guiding the believ-
er. We also hear the promis-
es of His Gospel, the Good 
News of Christ’s work for 
us—His redemption, for-
giveness and provision of 
life eternal. 

The Sermon:  
 

“Resurrection & Return: Be Ready!”  |  1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18 

 

The Offertory Response  (Sung in Unison; Please Stand) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit with-

in me.  Cast me not away from thy presence: and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

and uphold me with thy free Spirit. (Psalm 51:10-12) 



12 

The Closing & Silent Prayer (Please bow or kneel in prayer) 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Prayed in Unison) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give 

us this day our daily bread; And, forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Benediction  

P: Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 (Romans 15:13) 

 C: Amen.   
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The Closing Hymn: 

“When Jesus Comes 

in Glory” 
(AMB161) 

The Silent Prayer & 

Chimes 

The Postlude: 

“Jerusalem” 
(C. H. H. Parry) 
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Announcements 

The altar flowers are presented by Anne Fife’s family in honor of her birthday. 

Known to be hospitalized: Karen Thorhauer—Jefferson Hospital; Sheran Allsopp-St. Clair 

Hospital; Louise Hughes—ManorCare, Bethel Park. 

Nursery Today: 8:30—Greta Kelly; during Sunday School—Bekah Fouks; 11:00—Claudia Patalong. 

Bible Readings for the Week of Sunday November 8th: 

           Sunday, 11/8               John 11-12                          Thursday, 11/12          Acts 1-3 
           Monday, 11/9             John 13-15                           Friday, 11/13               Acts 4-6 
           Tuesday, 11/10           John 16-18                          Saturday, 11/14           Acts 7-8 

           Wednesday, 11/11    John 19-21 

Women’s Ministry Meeting is this Tuesday, November 10th at 7:00 p.m. Mark your calendars 

and come hear about all that is happening in our community.  ̀  

Church Council Nominees: As stated in our Church Constitution, names may be recommended 
in writing to the Church Council Nominating Committee in November. Please send any 
suggestions to the attention of any member of the committee (Chuck Morrison, Gary Fischer, 

Peggy Cox, Kris Wente, Josh Libell and Monica Gesk) 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: Your attendance is requested at the annual congregational 

meeting to be held after each service next Sunday, November 15, 2020. The purpose for the 

meeting is to review and approve the 2021 Church Budget. 

Executive Summary and the Proposed 2021 Budget: Be on the lookout for our Treasurer, 
Chuck Morrison’s letter (via email and regular mail for those without email addresses) requesting 
your attendance at one of the congregational meetings next Sunday, November 15, 2020; along 

with copies of the Executive Summary and Proposed 2021 Budget. 

Pledge Cards and Time and Talent Sheets: By now you should have received your 2021 
pledge card and a time and talent sheet in the mail. Please prayerfully complete the time and 

talent sheet and pledge card and return by Sunday, December 6, 2020. 

ATTENTION, ATTENTION we need your dollies. Yes, that’s right your dollies...if you have some 
old ones tucked away that you will never use, we would like to use them for an upcoming event! 
Please bring them to Pat’s office (if she is not there leave them in front of her door). We thank 

you in advance for your help. The Event Committee… 

2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES: are now available in the Conference Room. Please pick your 

envelopes up this morning!  
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Adult SS Class Today In Large Classroom 

Pastor Carlson continues his adult Sunday School series.  We will be going through the Gospel 
of Mark. The goal is for this to be a 15-week overview of the whole Gospel which we will cover 
between now and Christmas.  We will listen to Mark tell the story of Jesus to first-century 
Christians as he explains who Jesus is, and what it is like to follow Jesus.  We will also look to 
see how the form and format which Mark uses is so important in articulating Jesus’ 
message.  This will be a great study to be a part of for those who have never read the Gospel of 
Mark, as well as for those who have studied it for a long time.  It will be a wonderful learning 

experience together! 

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Collection: All shoeboxes should be returned to the 
Fireside Lounge no later than noon today, Sunday November 8

th
, or you may stop by the drive-

by tent located in the church parking lot today, Sunday 11/8 between 10:30am and noon. 
Please contact Carol Ward with any questions.  (412) 559-2592 or wardmailbox1@gmail.com. 

Thank you!  

XYZERS… the sign-up sheets for November XYZ event are now on the Bulletin Board outside 
Pat’s office. Please sign-up asap as this one comes early, November 20th. The program is still in 

question due to Covid...but we will have a great one for you. Sign-up today! 

Don’t miss the lights, 

Don’t miss the food, 

Our Luncheon is on, 

Christmas Magic the mood. 

mailto:wardmailbox1@gmail.com
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Christmas Giving Tree: Beginning TODAY Sunday November 8th, the tree outside the 
elevator will be decorated with small red & green envelopes to benefit the Adopt-A-Family 
program, started almost fifteen years ago by a former Bethel Park police officer who 
recognized a need in our community, and other surrounding communities, for families who 
cannot provide meals for their family at Christmas.    Many of us anticipate the family time, 
bountiful meals, and gifts but for others this time signals great stress and the COVID 19 
pandemic has added to that pile of stress this year.  The holidays are one of the most 

expensive times of the year for families and especially those who are struggling to make ends 
meet.  Your generosity can help alleviate this burden.  Last year this program helped over 110 
local families to enjoy Christmas. If you can possibly donate a gift card to either Giant Eagle, or 
Shop N Save, Walmart, Aldi’s, Eat ‘N Park, or Target it would help provide food, and possibly a 
nominal gift for a child, this Christmas.  Please then place your envelope in the weekly 
offering/collection basket or take it to the office where a decorated bin has been placed for 
collection. All gift cards will be collected on Sunday December 6

th 
and delivered the next day. 

Thank you!   

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Gifts to our Church 

Pastor’s Fund 

Given by Flo Lawrence in memory of Timmie Langkamp. 

Given by Bob and Gladys Reith in memory of Bob Thomas, Timmie Langkamp and Judy Boyd. 

Current Fund 

Given by Robert and Jacqueline Radke in memory of M. Robert Thomas. 

Craft & Sew 

Given by Terry and Ellie Williams in memory of Judy Boyd. 

Women’s Minstry Fund 

Given by Mary Lou Streiner in loving memory of so many friends who have gone to their 

heavenly home. 
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YOUTH NEWS 

 

SWAP (6-8 Grade) 

There Is SWAP tonight! 6-7:30pm at the Church!  

 

TNT Fall (9-12 Grade) 
We will be having TNT every Tuesday from 7-9 pm at church. 

 

Questions/concerns?  
Contact Brandon Fouks: Fouksanator@gmail.com 

(c) (715)-781-6063 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
MORE NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS... 

Happy 91st Birthday to Ray Feller on Wednesday, November 18, 2020 

Happy 92nd Birthday to Jim MacManus on Friday, November 20, 2020 

Happy 93rd Birthday to Lorraine Graham on Saturday, November 21, 2020 

Happy 91st Birthday to Ralph Thompson on Saturday, November 21, 2020 

Happy 91st Birthday to Alma Vogel on Saturday, November 28, 2020 

Please remember all of these members with birthday wishes and prayers. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Poinsettia Orders: It’s that time of year! Again we are providing an 
opportunity for you to place a poinsettia plant in memory of or in 
honor of loved ones to decorate our beautiful sanctuary for Christmas. 
Envelopes are in the pew racks.  The cost is $12.50 per plant. Be sure to 
place your dedication on the OUTSIDE of the envelope (don’t 
forget to put your name on the envelope also) and place your cash/
check in the envelope and drop it in the collection plate 
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This Week At Ruthfred  

Today (11/8)  

 8:30 a.m.— Worship Service  
9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 

11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 

Monday (11/9)  
 9:30 a.m.—JTTW Leaders Meeting 
 7:00 p.m.—Elders’ Prayer Time 

 7:30 p.m.—Council Meeting 

Tuesday (11/10) 
 4:00 p.m.—Senior Confirmation Class 
 7:00 p.m.—Worship Team 

 7:00 p.m.—Women’s Ministry Meeting 

Wednesday (11/11) 
 9:45 a.m.—JTTW 
 5:45 p.m.—Children’s Choir 
 6:30 p.m.—Bell Choir 
 6:45 p.m.—JTTW/Kids Time 
 6:45 p.m.—Jr. & Sr. Confirmation Classes 

 7:30 p.m.—Senior Choir 

Thursday (11/12) 

 10:00 a.m.—Knit Wits 

Saturday (11/14) 

 9:30 a.m.—Mary Bible Study 

Sunday (11/15) 

 8:30 a.m.—Worship Service 
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m.—Worship Service 
 CONGREGATIONAL MEETING AFTER 
            8:30 & 11:00 SERVICES 
 6:30 p.m.—GIFT Bible Study @ Arelts 
 

Friends in Christ, it’s a joy to be with you today for 
worship! Please welcome one another with a sign of 

Christ’s peace. 

 
Attendance for Last Week: 

Church…291   Sunday School   91 
8:30 Live Stream Participants...74 

JTTW (morn)…53   JTTW (even)...30   KidsTime...32 

Prayer Requests 

Please use this space to let the 

pastors, elders and/or church 

know of your prayer needs. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

     Please keep this request 

Private (to be kept amongst the 

pastors  and vicar only).  

     Please make this request 

known to the Ruthfred prayer 

team and announce it to the 

congregation when 

appropriate. 
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Ruthfred Staff 

Rev. Steven P. Carlson| Senior Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 229) 
PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org 
 

Rev. Bryce C. McMinn| Associate Pastor 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 226) 
PastorMcMinn@ruthfred.org 
 

Paula Mikulan| Office Manager 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 222) 
PaulaMikulan@ruthfred.org 
 

Ron Thorhauer| Business Manager  
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 224) 
RonThorhauer@ruthfred.org 
 

Patricia Lutz| Administrative Assistant 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 225) 

PatriciaLutz@ruthfred.org 
 

Brandon Fouks| Director of Youth Ministry 
(412) 835-7140 (ext. 240) 
BrandonFouks@ruthfred.org 
 

Brian Lyskava| Custodian 
 

Andrew Vogel| Multi-Media Coordinator 
(412) 568-3215 
AndrewVogel@ruthfred.org 
 

David Compel| Digital Outreach Coordinator 
(412) 609-9098 
DavidCompel@ruthfred.org 
 

Robert Vogel 
Senior & Bell Choirs 
 

Frederick Schell 
Organist 
 

Melissa Manzo 
Children’s Choir 
 

Denise Stutzman 
Preschool Head Teacher 
 

Lauren Compel & Denise Stutzman 
Kid’s Time Leaders 

Ruthfred Lutheran Church  
3401 South Park Road 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania  15102 
Phone: (412) 835-7140 
Email: ruthfred@ruthfred.org 
www.ruthfred.org 

mailto:PastorCarlson@ruthfred.org
mailto:paulamikulan@ruthfred.org
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