
 

 

 

O Death, Where is Your Sting? 
 
Death is a difficult topic. We would rather not talk about it, but to correctly appreciate the victory of Easter, we need to 
ponder the despair of death. 
 
Our society has an unhealthy relationship with death. On one hand, we dismissively watch movies where countless 
people are killed in the name of the greater good and action entertainment. We glamorize violence and bloodshed in 
TV shows and video games. 
 
On the other hand, when death occurs within the drama of real life, we don’t know how to handle it. Death is the 
imminent foe that can’t be outwitted or outran. Often it cannot be anticipated. It is coming for us and our loved ones 
and it seems hauntingly final. Death is public enemy number one and we have no idea how to address it. Humanity’s 
attempts to deal with death are feeble. In a culture that has little time for the supernatural—due to its unobservable 
nature—people quickly cling to peculiar spiritual ideas when confronted with death. Friends seeking to comfort a 
mourning widow remind her that “Bobby” is still with her. Deceased loved ones are credited with orchestrating 
favorable events on earth for those left behind. Friends who died too young are said to be enjoying their favorite hobby 
up in the sky, whether their hobby was drinking beer, telling dirty jokes, or watching baseball. 
 
All this can sound insensitive but we don’t do ourselves a favor by glossing over the terrible reality of death. Death is 
dreadful, and it is supposed to be. It should pain us. Death is the most vivid illustration of the ugliness of sin and its 
consequences. It screams at us that things are not as they should be. God did not intend death. Apart from Christ, 
there is no hope in death. 
 
An unflinching look at the ghastliness of death makes Easter all the more beautiful. Only Christ’s resurrection on 
Easter Sunday brings hope to the dilemma of death. Because of Easter, Paul has the audacity to declare, “O death, 
where is your victory? O death, where is your sting.” How can he make such a statement? He explains, “The sting of 
death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” I Corinthians 15:55—57. 
 
At the cross Jesus dealt with our sin problem—the very cause of death. In His resurrection He proved His victory over 
death. Without Easter, our faith would be useless. Without Easter, the claim that Christ conquered sin and death 
would have no credibility. We would have no hope. (Romans 15:17—18). Death would have the last laugh. 
 
Easter gives us hope in the face of death, which the world cannot understand. We have the sure hope of seeing our 
believing loved ones again. We have joy in the knowledge that our loved ones are in the presence of their resurrected 
Savior. One day, we too will see Him face to face. 
 

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as 
others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God 
will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep. 
—I Thessalonians 4:13-14 

 
-Vicar Matthew Quanbeck 
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Song of the Month 
By Tom Glasser 

The Trumpet Shall Sound 
Lyrics: St. Paul 

Music: George Frideric Handel 
 

If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. But in fact Christ has been raised 
from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep . . . Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed. 
—-I Cor. 15:19—20; 51 

 
Happy Easter! That is truly something to be happy about. Who among us, especially as we draw ever closer to the ends of 
our earthly journeys, doesn’t sometimes long for a completely fresh start, or at least a chance to go back and do some things 
differently? And how many of us may just long for the time when we will be finally free of some disease, handicap, or tragic 
circumstance? Or, if we have been particularly blessed in this life, who doesn’t want that earthly goodness and joy to survive 
death and be taken to a whole new plane? The resurrection of our Lord as the “firstfruits,” and His assurance that we will 
follow, are the grounds of hope for all such possibilities! 
 
Redemption and Resurrection! These themes have inspired so many great musical compositions, but perhaps none better 
that Handel’s bass aria in “Messiah” titled “The Trumpet Shall Sound.” Next to the “Hallelujah Chorus,” I think this is my 
favorite part of Handel’s famous oratorio. 
 
                                   For the trumpet shall sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, 
                                   and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption 
                                   and this mortal put on immortality. 
                                  —I Cor. 15:52—53 
 
As John Thiessen quoted in the New York Times: 
 

Coming late in Handel’s “Messiah,” the glittering instrumental solo in “The Trumpet Shall Sound” is one of the 
most recognizable trumpet parts in music . . . In Handel’s music the trumpet often represents a different plane of 
existence from the rest of the orchestra: the regal, the divine, or the military. Every time Handel uses the trumpet, 
it’s on the side of what’s right. If the king is a good king, it’s representing the king. But in the case of “Saul,” the 
trumpet is never played for Saul, the king—it’s played for David who is 8 years old. 

 
While researching for this article, I had a chance to speak with George (Barrett, that is, not Handel). I asked him, as 
Ruthfred’s resident trumpeter, if he had ever played “The Trumpet Shall Sound.” He replied that back in his glory days at 
Lehigh University he did in fact have an opportunity to play the aria. However, he added that now he would be hesitant to 
tackle it. “So it is difficult?” I asked. “Oh yeah,” he nodded. I think I can safely speak on behalf of the vast majority of the 
congregation, however, in saying how much we appreciate George’s and Louise Marino’s trumpet playing when they are 
called upon to enhance our worship services. 
 
In the interest of full disclosure, I must confess that I am quite illiterate and uncultured when it comes to classical music. Yet 
even if you are like me, I would highly recommend that every Christian listen to Handel’s “Messiah” at least once if possible. 
I stumbled across a video on the internet of what, to me at least, is an impressive performance of “The Trumpet Shall 
Sound.” Check it out: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_rQYv8EsGSQ. 
   

We shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet! 
—I Cor. 15:51—52 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_rQYv8EsGSQ
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Official Acts 
February 9, 2018 —March 18, 2018

Baptisms 
*Cameron Douglas Picard – February 18, 2018 
*Vincent Michael DelBianco – February 25, 2018 
*Josephine Forbes Fife – March 11, 2018 
 
Funerals 
Robert Charles Price, Jr. – February 9, 2018 
Dwayne Welsh – March 15, 2018 
Pauline Leymeister – March 18, 2018 
 
(*indicates members)
 
 

Council Highlights 
Monday, March 12, 2018 
 

• Pastor Carlson presented information regarding committees for the 2019 AFLC conference, which 
will be held in eastern Pennsylvania. Volunteers are needed to fill out membership for several of the 
committees. This is a one-time, one-day commitment at the Conference. Anyone who is interested 
should contact Pastor Osier so he can have your name added to the ballot at this year’s conference. 

 
• Brandon Fouks’s report expressed concern that many of the high school youth are getting side-

tracked from Ruthfred youth activities by such things as jobs and sports. There is a need for prayer 
for these young people to reconnect with the church. 

 
• Cheri Underwood reported the need for volunteers to teach Sunday School this summer, which 

would give those who teach the rest of the year a much-needed break. 
 

• As approved at the February 12th meeting, a grant was disbursed from the Lutheran Adoption 
Program Fund to a family who expressed gratitude for the rapid approval and disbursement. 

 
Submitted by Leslie Gill 
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Member Submissions and Announcements
 
On March 3rd, I had the opportunity to make the 11-hour drive down to South Carolina with about 25 of my 
peers. Westminster College offers students the chance to partake in a “Spring Break with a Purpose” trip 
with Habitat for Humanity every year. This is the second year that I had the pleasure of serving the 
Georgetown community alongside other students. Once again, I found this to be an extremely rewarding 
experience, despite the early mornings and difficult work days. Throughout the week, we painted and roofed 
a house for a kind-hearted woman and her family. Being able to interact with the individuals we were serving 
made the labor even more meaningful. Additionally, I found it extremely rewarding to be able to spend a 
week with other Christian college students. Being able to share your heart with other individuals who have 
your same desire to live for Christ is an awesome experience. It is clear to me that God gave us fellowship 
with other believers for a reason, and having the chance to serve alongside other Christians for a week is an 
experience I would never trade. I’d like to thank the congregation for helping to financially support this 
opportunity to serve an underprivileged community and to grow in my own faith alongside others. 
 
-Submitted by Jennifer Vogel 
 
 
                    

YOU’RE INVITED 
 
Who:   Women & Young Ladies of All Ages 
 
To What:  Ruthfred’s Annual Spring Dinner 
 
When:   Friday, May 4, 2018 at 6:30 PM 
 
Where:   Ruthfred Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall 
 
Entertainment:  Dan Kuniak – Illusionist 
 
Dinner:   Catered by Heisler’s Market 
 
Cost:   $10 
 
Sign Up:  Sundays, April 15, 22, and 29 after the 8:30 Service and before the 11 Service 
 

 
The April meeting of XYZ will bring a guest speaker who will tell us how to “Eat a Rainbow.” Nutrition is 
vital to longevity and a healthy life. Come and enjoy great food and fellowship as we learn together. Sign-up 
sheets are on the bulletin board outside Pat Lutz’s Office. April 20 at 12:00 PM sharp! 
 
-Submitted by Pat Lutz 
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